
 
 
 

23/03/2020 
Dear Yorkshire in Bloom Entry,    
  
I hope you are all keeping well in these challenging times. There is no hiding the fact that the 
current situation is a cause of great anxiety and worry to us all. 
  
In light of government advice on social distancing measures, it is with a heavy heart that we confirm 
that we are suspending the Yorkshire in Bloom summer judging campaign for 2020. This decision 
has not been taken lightly. We know how much hard work you have already put in and we know 
how much joy the campaign brings to people, but the health and wellbeing of the judges, 
volunteer’s, entries and communities is the most important thing.  
  
Yorkshire in Bloom have been closely following the Government’s latest guidance and the ongoing 
situation with COVID-19.  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and NHS 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

We know the amazing community spirit you work so hard to cultivate all year round will be very 
important to people in the difficult times ahead and invaluable in the UK’s recovery from this 
situation, so I hope you are really proud of all you have built through community, business, school 
gardening and environmental enhancement. 
  
Your continued support has never been so important to us and thank you so much for helping to 
sustain our charity. We would propose that all those who so far have paid the entry fee for 2020, 
that this be carried forward into next year’s application (2021). As a charity this greatly assists 
Yorkshire in Bloom by cutting down our administrative costs and unexpected expenditure. 
  
As ‘Bloomers’ we are the lucky ones who already know the healing power of plants and gardening. 
With assistance from the RHS we hope to share this knowledge with others who will need some 
positivity in the coming months – so please do keep an eye on our communication channels for tips 
and ideas on gardening in social isolation/distancing scenarios. We aim to send out communiques 
periodically throughout the season and rest assured the Yorkshire in Bloom team will be looking at 
how we can make the Bloom programme stronger and more sustainable, with an enhanced spring 
launch and get together for 2021.  
  
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact any of the team, but please be patient 
as we operate by the good will of committed volunteers.  
  
In the meantime on behalf of RHS Yorkshire in Bloom, we hope you all keep well and safe during 
this period of uncertainty and we look forward to seeing you again soon. 
  
  
Brendan Mowforth 

Chairman  
Yorkshire in Bloom 
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