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Judges Notes for summer 2015 
 

Category 1A: Small Village 
 

Esholt                           Silver Gilt Award 
Introduction 

 

We had an enjoyable return visit to Esholt on a beautifully sunny July day. The In Bloom group are 

committed to moving the entry forward and there is potential for Esholt to go further in the 

competition given time.  The village was litter-free and looked resplendent with pockets of colour 

dotted throughout. There has been considerable progress made since Spring.  It is interesting to 

note the group are considering changing their name to attract funding and this is to be commended. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There was an abundance of colour throughout with a proliferation of hanging baskets and 

containers. The hanging baskets at the sports ground were superb. It was also good to see the pub 

getting involved.  Howard's residential garden was stunning and one of the best of its type you 

could hope to see.  The village green was a delight with appropriate planting and a high standard of 

maintenance.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It would benefit the group to have access to an allotment to facilitate the growing on of plants for 

the benefit of the local community.  The plan to put the derelict greenhouse to good use growing 

plants for the community is excellent.  The proposed development of the "welcome stone" bed can 

benefit the entry in the future as the larger conifer is particularly domineering.  The play park area 

bed is looking a lot better. The plan to further enhance the area with some perennial planting near 

the edges would be a positive. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It is pleasing to see the small apiary and the noticeable overall improvements to the pond area. Well 

done. It was good to see the bench near the bus stop had been stained, thus improving the overall 
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look of that immediate area.  There was a big improvement in weed control near the sports ground. 

Keep it up. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The newly created church garden is lovely, however the bench would benefit from staining to further 

enhance the area.   Would it be possible to see small-scale examples of composting or recycling, for 

instance on the allotments?  Moving forward it would be useful to learn more about the heritage of 

Esholt prior to the Emmerdale era. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There was a sense of togetherness throughout the village, with "In Bloom" providing the welcome 

catalyst.  There is a superb mix of support from local residents and businesses alike.  The Yorkshire 

in Bloom banner placed near the Post Office was tasteful and appropriate. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It would be good to see the plans for the sensory garden come a step closer to fruition.  Would it be 

feasible to consider the creation of a local village gardening competition perhaps along the lines of 

...best kept garden or best hanging basket etc?  Are there any local schoolchildren who live nearby 

who can meet the judges on the route to talk about their involvement with In Bloom?  Thinking 

about publicity; is it possible to get the local press involved in promoting Esholt in Bloom. Perhaps 

with pictures of judging day? 

 

 

Ledston                  Silver Award 
Introduction 

 

Once again the judges were met by the enthusiastic ‘Bloomers’ Ken and Gerald and taken on a tour 

of the village which looked very attractive with well-kept residential gardens. Communal areas 

(including borders and grass verges) were maintained by residents and by the In Bloom team. A 

selection of well-stocked containers added splashes of colour throughout the village.  Posters 

designed by local schoolchildren adorned many house windows and informed residents of the date 

of judging day. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Following comments from the spring visit, the judges were pleased to see well-stocked planters 

providing colour across the village.  Once again, residential gardens were of a high standard with 

many residents also caring for the wide grass verges in front of their properties, in some cases 

enhanced by further planters of their choice.  The communal area to the front of the sheltered 

housing had well-maintained borders, courtesy of at least one keen resident whom the judges met. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

Further work had been carried out at the northern entrance to the village and a ‘raised’ bed cleared 

along the length of the stone wall there. Some discussion was had around suitable planting for this 

bed. Once carried out this will further enhance this small but attractive area.  New beds created at 

the entrance to Dovecote Drive had a mix of perennial and annual planting. Ledston in Bloom might 

like to give consideration to giving this area over entirely too perennial plantings in subsequent 

years, ensuring suitable choice of plants for the shady spot. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The village is immaculate with no evidence of litter or other issues affecting the environs. The Bloom 

group have been successful in engaging residents in litter picks to ensure this standard is 

maintained. An ingenious device has been created to allow use of a local spring to water the bed at 

the southern end of the village. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Having recently engaged with the local primary (see below), the group might like to consider 

introducing some bird boxes, bug hotels or similar in partnership with the school. The small wooded 

area at the northern entrance would be ideal for this purpose.  The judges would like to encourage 

the group further with their efforts to ‘reduce, re-use and recycle’.   It would be good to see some 

reference to the local heritage through some simple interpretation, creative art in the landscape or 

similar.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Ledston in Bloom have successfully engaged with the local primary school, running a competition to 

design an ‘In Bloom’ poster. As mentioned previously the posters were then used to inform residents 

of the up and coming judging tour by including visit dates on the reverse and encouraging them to 

demonstrate their support by displaying the poster in their window. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Clearly residents take great pride in their village and support the efforts on the In Bloom team. The 

fact remains, however, that there are only two members and, as mentioned in the Spring report, it is 

important that efforts are made to involve others to ensure the longer term sustainability of the 

group.  During the winter months the group might like to look at potential options for further 

funding to add to the budget they receive from the Parish Council. 
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Mill Bank Village         Gold Award          Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Once again it was lovely to see how committed the group are to working for the village. Considering 

the unusually cold early summer period, it was pleasing to see the communities planting efforts 

looking impressive. The village looked ever more charming and a desirable place to live than it did 

in the spring. This is not an easy place to garden but every nook and cranny was full of bloom. The 

number of flowery containers and planters around the village is impressive. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The community fruit garden is a fine asset and excellent example of local, sustainable growing.  The 

cemetery was full of colour and it is good that scented planting has been included.  It is a lovely 

sitting area for homes which do not have much garden.  There were lovely gardens all around the 

village, clearly local people are supporting the group effort.  It was good to see the enthusiasm of 

the children at the school.  The area around the Millbank Stone was well planted. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider developing the raised vegetable bed area further.   Obviously the site is very steep and 

difficult and tremendous efforts are being made already.  Perhaps develop planting around the 

recreation ground further. Since it is so exposed look at plants recommended for seaside gardens 

which will have the best chance of thriving in these conditions.  Continue working with the children 

to develop the school garden. Perhaps there might be room for raised beds for the children with the 

community beds. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Persuading the Council to bring in their mech-sweeper to give the wall bottoms a thorough clean 

was a good move.  Clearly the group are very proud of their heritage and have done impressive 

research on the historical past of the village.  The ongoing information boards are an impressive 

addition to the village.  The group are taking great pains to preserve the remarkable heritage of hard 

landscaping in the village. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It was good to hear the group had taken on board advice about managing the bramble area along 

the stream for water voles. Understandably the landowner was reluctant to let them do this in the 

summer. Perhaps it could be done as an autumn/winter job.   Perhaps an art installation reflecting 

the millworkers of the village might be considered.  
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to hear that the group have started work on the designs for the three history boards 

which would be an excellent addition to the group's portfolio.  The continuing work with the school 

is good, and the 'Owl Quest' they organised with the school combining history and natural history 

was an excellent idea.  Anyone looking at the quality of the gardens throughout the village can see 

what excellent support the group have. 

 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue involving the children in the work of the group.  Continue encouraging the community to 

be involved in the welfare of the woods and stream areas.  Perhaps it might be an idea to introduce 

a competition, perhaps growing a pot plant or potatoes in a bucket, in which the children of the area 

can take part.  If the stream sides are cleared for water voles perhaps the children might do 

research and produce a little display on them for the village to enjoy. 

 

 

Welwick & Weeton     Silver Award 
Introduction 

 

The enthusiasm of the Welwick & Weeton in Bloom group is to be commended.  The two sites 

complimenting each other, with some quirky features in prominent areas. The support for local 

youngsters to get involved across the village is generally a difficult one when there isn't a school, 

but positive inroads are being made here, well done. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The colourful display at Weeton and the clever use of old farming machinery and recycled items 

added to the village feel. The brilliant use of orange California poppies to disguise the grit bin on the 

main road.   The colourful display around the War memorial and the well maintained herbaceous 

border at the "Kelk" enhanced the public open space along the main road through Welwick.   Nice 

planters and baskets at Haverholme House, North View and the Coach and Horses.    Good use of 

sustainable planting at the Boundary signs, Blacksmiths corner and chevron bed.  Residential 

gardens were well kept and colourful and in keeping with the village feel. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider the possibility of planters around the water bowsers at Weeton.  More could be made of 

the bed near the notice board at North Lane 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The wildflower verge's alongside the church and Humber Lane, is a good use of a hard to maintain 

area.  The villages were spotless, with everyone taking pride in their own corner.  Good use of the 
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water bowsers at Weeton.  Good use of composting and grey water collection at the Growing 

Project.  The area around the War Memorial clean up and re staining of the planters has lifted this 

site since our visit in spring. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Although a difficult area to manage because of the traffic, consider continuing the wildflower verge 

around the church wall, the potential use of Yellow Rattle may help to suppress the grass growth 

and allow the wildflower seed to come through.  The notice board on the corner of North Lane was 

looking a little tired, and obscured by some of the planting adjacent.  The plans for the 

refurbishment of the War Memorial will enhance the village green space 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Community Growing Project, has had some great results since our visit in spring, encouraging 

young people and families in the village to come together, learn how to grow fruit and vegetables 

and how to cook them. The idea of being able to grow plants for the wider In Bloom initiative around 

the village is another encouraging element to the project.  The Village Show, Open Gardens, 

Scarecrow event, and plant swop, bringing everyone together.   Application for funding for a new 

water bowser for Welwick and perennial plants. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to encourage the young people within the village to be involved in the wider "In Bloom" 

scheme, taking ownership of the place where they live.  Continue to look for funding opportunities. 
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Category 1B: Village 
 

 

Grassington           Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

Set in the beautiful surrounds of the Yorkshire Dales Grassington is a rural village full of visitors and 

residents wanting to show its charm as an attractive village. You would not have known it had just 

had its yearly festival apart from colourfully planted recycled tyre tea cups on an Alice in 

wonderland theme.  The judges were impressed by the efforts of the group made from spring and it 

showed along the route.  Businesses had also made an effort with colourful hanging baskets and 

planters throughout the main square in Grassington. Good to see attractive private gardens along 

the route and what is planned for the future. The efforts of this bloom group should be praised. They 

are making themselves known in Grassington and people are getting on board. Well worth a second 

visit.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Colourful planters and raised beds throughout visit. We liked the colour theme and the recycled tea 

cups along the route. The art within the village allotments on the outskirts of the village are very 

good, despite the efforts of the local rabbit population.  Good for residents, some of whom don’t 

have gardens of their own.  Businesses playing their part. Central area very colourful. This can only 

grow for the future.  Central seating area very colourful 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The Devonshire hotel looking to change hands and should help improve colour within main 

shopping area. Good link for the bloom group.  Look at planters at top of main square could they be 

arranged to give better impact.  Keep working on the route.  It is difficult to see everything in the 

time allotted for a village like this but it can be done.  It may be worth starting the routes in Central 

Square.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Despite the foot fall, Grassington was very clean and respected by visitors.  Judges saw no litter 

anywhere.  Street furniture is in keeping, would not add any more but just replace as required.  

Furniture in Main Square had been cleaned since our last visit. Much improved.  Good use of 

temporary art in the village.   Grassington does not need wildlife areas and natural habitats as it is 

surrounded by its wonderful countryside.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Repair to local notice boards. There are restrictions but bloom group can only ask and make other 

groups aware.   Composting area needs to be re addressed.  It is being abused and may need to be 

moved out of village.  
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The group have excellent communication within the village, they are now well established and 

respected.  Businesses and groups are getting on board giving financial and floral support.  Good to 

see Bloom events reduced but funds raised much better.   Bloom has been a good initiative in 

Grassington. Well done  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Would be good to meet more members along route. Also more volunteers required to keep bloom 

group going in Grassington.  Consider posters in shop windows and notice boards promoting the 

work of the bloom group e.g., working days, events and judging visits.  

 

 

Kirkby Malzeard                  Gold Award     Joint Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Another warm welcome awaited us from the In Bloom group on a lovely sunny day.  We found 

colourful, well presented gardens, tubs, planters and communal gardens throughout the whole 

village.  There was a total absence of litter and when we saw the wonderful School Art Club poster 

advertising Kirkby Malzeard's Yorkshire in Bloom judging, we knew we really were in "In Bloom" 

country! 

 

The beautiful playing fields, the Village Green, Church and Chapel grounds, the Pinfold, the Bowling 

Green and quoits area and the tranquil Diamond Jubilee Garden, filled with scented roses, were all 

immaculately maintained thanks to the dedication of the group members, their helpers, the Parish 

council, volunteers from Ripon's Walled Garden project and many members of the community. All 

areas seemed to be very well used and much appreciated by everyone.  

 

We visited the delightful Junior School where we were shown very impressive gardening and Eco 

Clubs by extremely knowledgeable, enthusiastic pupils and staff, who were passing their knowledge 

on to younger children, with the help of in Bloom members.   The whole village and school embrace 

the ethos of In Bloom and gave us a very warm welcome and hospitality - many thanks to you all for 

all your hard work, updated information folder and our lovely refreshments. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Lovely planters and appropriate, sustainable, colourful planting throughout the village including 

outside the village pub, residential gardens, open spaces i.e. the Village Green, playing fields, 

bowling green and quoits area, the Jubilee Garden, Market Cross, the Pinfold and well-kept grass 

verges.  A wonderful Junior School encouraging a love of the environment with sensory gardens, 

vegetable patches, composting classes, a lovely all weather garden with outdoor musical 

instruments. 

 

 

 



9 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider approaching Harrogate Borough Council for recycled bulbs.  A wonderful example of a 

village determined to maintain its community spirit and local integrity whilst enriching itself visually 

with appropriate and lovely planting -- very well done --keep up the good work. 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The whole of the village - from the lovely Kirkby Malzeard entry sign, the village pump, Pinfold, 

Diamond Jubilee Garden, Buttercross and village tapestries and map and numerous information 

leaflets in The Mechanics Institute - clearly shows your pride in your local heritage and history. We 

found a tidy village with a total absence of litter and graffiti with well-maintained street furniture. 

 

Plants are exchanged and sold to raise funds in conjunction with the Horticultural Society.  The local 

school does amazing work helped by the In Bloom members, particularly Pippa and Gwyneth. A 

rainwater butt, tap and hosepipe for the raised vegetable beds were sponsored by Yorkshire in 

Bloom and crops are auctioned to buy new plants and seeds and more plants are donated by the 

Ripon's Walled Garden project. The school's open day featured different ways of composting and 

older pupils were designing computer games with an Eco theme. Extremely well done. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

We look forward to seeing the new seat installed on the Village Green, your updated leaflet, Ian's 

new book on Kirkby Malzeard's history and possibly a notice board for displaying local history and 

information about In Bloom activities. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There is obviously a wonderful community spirit in Kirkby Malzeard, fostered by the In Bloom 

members who hold regular events for the village - a Summer Supper, an outing to Foxglove Covert 

nature reserve, with others planned to York Gate and the Ripon Walled Garden, a Plant and Seed 

swap and a talk to a neighbouring gardening club with a view to them setting up their own In Bloom 

group. 

 

Most villagers and businesses support Yorkshire in Bloom by maintaining their gardens or tubs, 

providing sponsorship, or providing meat and quiches for the supper and displaying the lovely 

poster designed by the local school. There is support from the WI who deliver leaflets to every house 

in the village publicising the competition. The scheme is supported by the Parish Council, the 

Horticultural Show Committee and the Walled Garden project. Publicity from the local press is 

excellent as are your in Bloom leaflets, posters and banner. 

 

The group's help and advice to the primary school is invaluable and very much appreciated by the 

staff and children and the school is a shining example of all that In Bloom represents and 

encourages. Very well done to all of you and thank you once again to all those who showed us round 

(including Pippa, Michael, Gwyneth, Myra, Malcolm and Pam and all the school children), and for 

Paul's sweet peas! 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

This is an area where we found it difficult to find many suggestions! Apart from a community notice 

board in a prominent area, particularly for visitors, displaying village leaflets and advertising social 

events.     Congratulations 

 

 

Upper Hopton                Gold Award          Joint Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

It was wonderful to meet such a talented and dedicated group of people. Upper Hopton is a lovely 

place and the group obviously take great pride in it. It was lovely to discover what valuable support 

the group get from the local community and to see some of the many lovely gardens in the village. 

The talent, commitment, harmony, and pride in this village was a pleasure to see and share. 

Attention to detail in everything everywhere is wonderful, when the whole community join forces 

either in help or kind it really makes a huge difference creating an excellent entry.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Anyone passing through Upper Hopton cannot fail to be impressed at this pristine, attractive village 

with so many delightful attractions and surprise areas to enjoy and pass comment.  

 

The group are taking care of many areas around the village and all of them were in really good 

condition.  Grassed areas managed by the group are in good condition.  There is a good mix of 

sustainable planting matched by well-planned bedding, all of which were in very good condition.   It 

was good to discover that many of the plants are grown by the group, not bought in. The planting of 

the tubs was thoughtful and included sustainable planting. The planting around the Recreation 

Ground, including the wildlife area really enhance the site. Tubs at the bus stops are a thoughtful 

idea.  It was lovely to see such gorgeous residential gardens. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Proclaim and shout about your successes. A plaque or sign on the Welcome to Upper Hopton sign 

would tell all of your Achievements in both Yorkshire and Britain in Bloom entries.  Obviously there 

are not a lot of businesses in the village but keep on trying to involve those there are in the Bloom 

effort. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The village was clean and litter free with no graffiti or dog fouling. Clearly everyone takes great 

pride in this lovely place.  The concrete wall behind Upper Hopton club, showing features and 

history of the village was a really original idea.  The standard of everything in hand shows just how 

much vision has been taken on board by all.  
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Areas for Improvement 

 

It was lovely to be shown proof copy of the history of the village. Congratulations to all concerned.  

Planting shrubs such as hamamelis or viburnum tinus as early nectar sources might be considered.  

The mural behind Upper Hopton club was lovely, perhaps there are other areas which might benefit 

from an art installation. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Everyone’s superb efforts in combining all year round commitment and support, with all possible 

connections is outstanding.   The range and quality of the talents within the group are amazing and 

top quality.  The quality of work produced in all your topics is outstanding.  It is pleasing to see the 

amount of support you get and so clearly deserve. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

At this standard anything is achievable.  You can all be very proud of the heights you have achieved.   

It is always difficult to attract younger members as people are busy with families and work but do 

make every effort to find such members to ensure the long term future of the group. 
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Category 1C: Large Village 
 

 

Barwick in Elmet     Gold Award       Joint Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

We were met with many smiles and a really good presentation along with a coffee. It was a 

delightful video showing your whole year of work with a very rousing musical accompaniment!  The 

sun shone on your many floral displays in this excellent entry in Large Village category. An 

experienced group with lots of plans, they are always looking to improve and are very open to 

suggestions. Both judges felt very at ease and thoroughly enjoyed the morning and the lunch-many 

thanks! 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Barwick had themed different areas and this worked well as it is a large spread out village. This 

made for a wide variety of planting schemes all using high quality plants, we especially liked the 

unusual choice of bedding Nicotiana. The choice of purple and dark red petunias is not to 

everyone’s choice but it did work well providing a contrast to the brighter bedding schemes. The 

very long perennial border was a triumph and we would have liked to see it closer. The sloping of 

flowers beds is a good idea and displays the flowers well. The new planters in front of the shops 

were a big improvement and lovely colours.  

 

The quality of residential gardens was very high with praise for Ex Ben Bailey gardens winners at 

Pear Tree Gardens. Both pubs had made an effort which enhanced the entry and the two churches at 

either end of the village were both of prize winning standard. The flowers on the bus stop roof was a 

nice touch. The maintenance of the Sports field and the bowling green were to be commended and 

the groups work in maintaining the car park shrubberies.  

 

The community allotment was a triumph providing a large quantity of produce for the elderly groups 

in the village. The group also had a planned tree management programme reviewing the Silver 

Birches. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The project planned to revive the alpine bed will be worthwhile and possibly consider a planned 

rejuvenation of the Millennium bed and Herb corner. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The wildlife areas at The Boyle, Jubilee Gardens where two new Yew trees had been planted, the 

school and All Saints Church are all well cared for and an integral part of the village not just an add-

on to tick some boxes! All bees, birds and butterflies can find 5 star luxury accommodation in 

Barwick! An amazing and varied assortment of composting throughout the village. As for recycling -

with Frank on board whatever else could he recycle! The wild flowers on the Aberford Road edge 
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was a delight and will benefit from the planned new boundary edge.  All the street furniture issues 

have been addressed with a future maintenance plan. The rhubarb cart, the Maypole and the many 

agricultural machinery 'sculptures' keep the heritage of Barwick high on the agenda.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Hopefully when the school finishes the building work the group will be able to work again with the 

school and revive their outdoor space. Could the pond become a bog garden to eliminate the safety 

issues?  The suggestion to abandon the wildflower area near the bowling club is sensible and will 

be much easier to maintain.  Could the scouts/guides help with an RSPB Garden bird watch in 

January to estimate the many species of resident birds in Jubilee Gardens?  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Barwick in Bloom has a well thought out programme of yearly events and the presentation given to 

the judges was excellent. Press coverage is good but maybe the children’s posters could have been 

more prominent. Very good idea of publicity roadside boards for both judging day and for other 

events.  The Guides must be praised for their scarecrows and work on the cart area-a successful 

transformation from a Tour de France project.  The Open Gardens Day was obviously a great success 

and very financially rewarding too. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Is it possible to find an area to show off you previous achievements? Maybe in a flowerbed as is the 

2009 award?   More evidence of other groups that are connected with BIB could be shown. 

  

 

Bramham                        Gold Award      
Introduction 

 

Bramham primary school demonstrated a number of gardening projects and very knowledgeable 

children. The visit to the school to view the work of the gardening club was the highlight of our visit.  

Along with an excellent allotment site and the Bowcliffe business demonstrate how gardening to a 

high standard impacts on all areas of life.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The high standard of maintenance at Bowcliffe Hall Business Park, The churchyard for being an 

operational cemetery, conservation area and an important visual site in the centre of the 

community.  Maintenance of residential gardens was to a very high standard. 

Showing dedication by having a collecting box in the pub to help fund the extensive seasonal 

display of wall baskets. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The nature of the area and the space available for planting makes having a bigger impact a 

challenge, and as the balance of beds to land available seems to be about right the important issue 

is maintenance and not expansion.  We feel that more could have been presented at the business 

park as the design and maintenance seemed to be of a very high standard. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Maintenance standards are very high be it the condition of street furniture, no litter to be seen and 

everything being well maintained.  The churchyard conservation programme.  Of special interest is 

the conservation area in to the rear of the senior member’s hall, crossing the stream brings one to a 

surprise of woodland with paths, bird boxes and a mix of wildlife in the centre of the village. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

This not a critical issue but consideration could be given to some form of explanation of the history 

of the area. How this could be achieved would depend on location such as the cattle ramp. This 

would widen knowledge of the area to both locals and visitors. Continue the work with the school 

and support the development of the new wildlife area. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The group is well organised, from developing and carrying out projects through to fund raising. The 

portfolio demonstrates how much has been achieved and what a difference the work has made to 

Bramham. Overgrown sites have been transformed into flower beds, and are now maintained for all 

to view. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to gain support when possible and demonstrate the importance of the work you do to the 

whole community. 

 

 

Great & Little Preston     Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

The judges enjoyed an interesting and varied tour of the two villages, visiting some areas which 

were not included in the Spring Tour because of time constraints, and others which had been.  

It was clear that the group had taken note of the various suggestions for improvement that were 

proposed after the Spring judging including locating bird boxes and creating mini beast houses in 

the woodland adjacent to the village hall, activities carried out in conjunction with local primary 

schoolchildren. 
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A variety of tubs and beds throughout the two villages with both perennial and annual bedding 

plantings provided tasteful splashes of colour and varied textures that were pleasing to the eye. 

 

A strong theme of conservation of both heritage and the natural environment runs through much of 

the work undertaken by the group with benefits for the entire community in the creation of a 

wildflower meadow and the linking of a variety of paths in the area to create a circular walk. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to see a balance of planting throughout the villages with both perennial and annual 

bedding providing colour, form and texture in beds and containers. A number of new containers 

have been placed to replace stolen or damaged tubs and at Goody Cross planters have replaced a 

bed giving improved visibility to passing motorists.  Residential gardens were of a high standard 

and the grounds of Little Preston Hall and Residential Park were particularly colourful, varied and 

well-tended. 

 

Adjacent to the Village Hall the Jubilee Garden with its ‘geo-terrace’ and ‘arboretum’ provides a 

tranquil and educational area for young and old alike. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It would be good to see both the local primary school and the local plant nursery contribute to the 

horticultural element of the ‘In Bloom’ initiative (though it is acknowledged that they support the 

group in other ways, including sponsorship). The group might like to give some thought to how they 

might encourage and support this. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The group are to be commended on their clear-sighted approach to both conserving and enhancing 

the natural environment. Their projects have included smaller ones such as the renovation of 

Whitehouse Lane hedgerow where roses previously swamped by ivy are already flowering, and 

larger inter-linked ones including the creation of paths through St Aidan’s Wood and the 

development of a large wildflower meadow.  

 

Links between new and old pathways have created a circular walk in the area. The astute decision 

to leave an unmown ‘Green Lane’ parallel to the new woodland walk has created a corridor which 

was humming with varied bees, butterflies and other insects at the time of the visit. 

 

Conservation, recognition of, and interpretation of the local heritage is also high on the group’s 

agenda. A number of interpretation boards sited throughout the area inform residents and visitors 

of various aspects of local history. The group have also worked with a local builder to ensure that 

new road/street names are reflective of the area’s heritage.  The group also implement sustainable 

practices such as the use of perennial planting and the reduction of water usage. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The group have already hung bird boxes and created insect homes in St Aidan’s Wood. They might 

like to extend this admirable work with the addition of other ‘homes’ for owls, bats or hedgehogs. 

The group might like to give some thought to creative ways of implementing further sustainable 

practices. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A visit by local Year 6 pupils to St Aidan’s wood and the Wildflower Meadow where they undertook a 

number of activities has proved a great success and having now established contact with the school 

the group are hopeful of continuing the relationship. 

 

A number of residents and businesses have undertaken the care of nearby planters and highly 

successful litter picks are held regularly with up to 40 residents taking part. They have also been 

successful in obtaining reflective jackets sponsored by a local developer and printed with their in 

Bloom logo. 

 

A hugely successful community engagement and fundraising event has been a talk on the history of 

the area attended by over 100 people. The group also used this occasion to seek feedback from the 

community in regard to a number of proposed projects around the area by distributing a 

questionnaire. This consultation exercise has allowed them to take stock and prioritise their future 

activities. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Though having considerable support from the local community, the group has only a comparatively 

small number of regular volunteers. Wisely they ensure that the projects they undertake do not 

overstretch their resources both in terms of delivery and maintenance. Nevertheless, they might like 

to give some thought to encouraging some more regular members to ensure the longer term 

sustainability of the ‘In Bloom’ initiative in the two villages. 

 

 

Hutton Cranswick         Gold Award      Joint Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Once again we were welcomed to this lovely well cared for village on a lovely summer afternoon.  As 

soon as you enter it is evident that the community has real pride in its village and that people work 

extremely hard to maintain all the aspects of “In Bloom” that we see in such a good entry. On the 

very well planned tour it was good to see the hidden gems and all the items demonstrating the past.  

There is so much going on in this village we weren’t able to see it all in the time permitted but it was 

all very documented in the excellent portfolio. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

All residential gardens were of a high standard and grassed areas well maintained. 
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It was good to see the beds at the entrance and surrounding the sports ground being planted up 

with donated plants and see this as an on-going project. There were also good planters and baskets. 

 

The area around St Peter’s Church and Hutton Green had a lot of interest with lovely trees, wild 

flower borders, planters and of course Crawford the Crane looking splendid. The tractors, 

attractively displayed here and throughout village certainly added to the effect. The new flower bed 

looked well established with a good choice of sustainable planting. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

There are so many lovely areas here so we can only recommend that you continue to maintain them 

all to such a high standard. 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Centenary wood was looking as lovely as ever. The Brownies bug hotel is good, situated in such a 

haven for a vast variety of wild life. The wood is well used by many people young and old. Avis and 

Sonia obviously love it and love looking after it. 

 

The Brownies bug hotel is good, situated in such a haven for a vast variety of wild life. The wood is 

well used by many people young and old. Avis and Sonia obviously love it and love looking after it. 

 

The newly planted bed beside the pond was becoming well established in the attractive blue and 

white, and the remedial work following drainage problems was doing well.  The pond was teaming 

with wildlife and adds a beautiful aspect to the village green.  The Millennium clock had been well 

re-done.  The village looked immaculate with no litter and very well maintained grass throughout in 

all areas. 

There was plenty pf evidence of recycling. 

 

There are many interesting planters throughout the village including the cart which looked attractive 

(even though it is due to be completely redone.) The wooden surrounds for old sinks, are an 

excellent method of enhancing their appearance. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

In some areas of the village the surrounds of the containers/troughs are beginning to look a little 

tired and this detract from the wonderful floral displays created by Village in Bloom.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

All through the village there is such a variety of planters (with the logo on display), looked after by 

so many different people. Children’s contributions were noted and well done for the signs outside 

the Methodist Church. The playgroup does so much to ensure there will be a lot of good gardeners 

in the future. The planters planted by the brownies were looking good and the school entrances 

were enhanced by their floral displays. 
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Pat and Glynnis have done a good job replanting the area around the War memorial with carefully 

chosen significant plants. (with information board). A good example of working with the council 

who are in the process of replacing the gravel.  Once again the station was looking superb, in 

particular the train and the sedum bed. The work here is carried out by six people and is also a good 

example of partnership working.  

 

Cyclists are made very welcome here with the beds at the entrance on their way through on the 

“Way of the Roses” Good publicity and information was abundant. The garden competition and 

photography competition are both examples of encouraging interest and involvement. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The partnership working with Northern Rail is excellent and deserves mention. Continue to work 

with the company to look at solving the problem of the weed on the track and the painting of the 

railings.  Continue to work with the Junior School to enable partnership working for the benefit of all 

involved.  The work carried out by this so well supported entry is of the highest standard and it is 

important to maintain this. Whenever there is a tendency for numbers to drop ensure this standard 

is maintained before undertaking any new projects 

 

 

Leven            Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

Leven has the potential to be a very good entry. There's work still to do on many of the project plans, 

but with time and support from local residents the ideas within the In Bloom plan, will make a 

valuable contribution to the welcoming feel of the village. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The barrier baskets outside the school, village boundary signs, estate entrance road signs (the 

Gorilla gardeners) adding colour around the village. 

 

The "Secret Garden" at Barley Gate, was a good example of residents taking ownership of a public 

space.  Residential gardens were generally colourful and well maintained, one to note was No4 High 

Street with its traditional seasonal bedding display.  The row of cottages along the main road with 

their colourful window boxes. The planters at the Hare & Hounds.  Perennial bed at the Scout Hut 

being created by the cubs doing their community badge and the well maintained recreation ground. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to keep the dialogue going with the Local Authority over the installation of lamp post 

baskets.   Consider the location of the baskets, may make more impact if located close together.  

Encourage local businesses to follow the example of the pub. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The "Reed Bed" was a stunning addition to the entry, fantastic wildlife habitat. 

The village was clean and litter free throughout. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The creation of "windows" from the bridleway/footpath running adjacent to the Reed bed, and 

interpretation, would provide an opportunity for locals and visitors to appreciate the natural habitat.  

The plans for the sculpture and bed at the end of the cycle trail will be an interesting feature for the 

future.  The planned wildflower beds and the "Bee hives" will add interest to the entry. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The annual summer show and open gardens bringing the community together. 

Lots of ideas coming forward for the village and great potential for the future. 

The Judges were impressed with the work being carried out at the local primary school and the 

growing projects the children are involved with.  The enthusiasm of the small Leven in Bloom team 

is to be commended. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The Summer Show would be an ideal opportunity to promote the In Bloom groups and attract new 

members. New members will be key to moving Leven in Bloom forward.  Consideration be given to 

entering the Primary School in their own right next year. 

 

 

Ripponden      Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

It was good to meet people with such pride and commitment to their community and to hear that 

local people are supporting their efforts.  Appropriate weather (warm sunshine!) greeted our arrival, 

and it was good to see the local council carrying out maintenance work around the local bowling 

green in Mill Fold. It was good to see that the major roadworks which were proving to be an issue 

last time have been completed. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The planters in front of the library area and bus stop looked particularly attractive and well cared 

for. We were pleased to meet enthusiastic and knowledgeable volunteers there. Using herbs in a 

planter is a nice idea. The wildflower area by the junction at Soyland is a good effort, and this has 

nicely complemented the nearby roadside bench area, too.  It was good to see horticultural activities 

now introduced at the school and to meet an enthusiastic volunteer who is giving a lot to the school. 

The new raised beds looked really good and we are sure they will develop further year on year. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

Perhaps get the children from the local primary school to plant bulbs for the spring, which would 

complement the good work already done.  Develop a planting plan for the school, featuring easy to 

grow crops which either mature quickly or will crop in September when the children return.  

Encourage local business to support the initiative by providing their own additional baskets and 

planters. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The village was very clean and the efforts of the In Bloom group who regularly litter pick are 

commendable. The area was free of litter, graffiti and dog fouling.  It was good to see composting 

taking place.  The area around the old pub is a really valuable resource with all the retained  

cobbles etc.  The snowdrop trail is a valuable area for wildlife as is the wooded area sweeping down 

to the bowling green. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

If possible, some interpretation for the Pack Horse Inn. This is believed to be the oldest pub in 

England, so it would be wholly justified. Perhaps the school children could be encouraged to make a 

'mini-beast hotel' or 'bug hut' for invertebrates.  Consider increasing insect friendly planting in more 

central areas.  Perhaps planters could be increased in the historic area around the Pack Horse Inn. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to see the local school children growing veg for consumption in the school.   The year 

round involvement of the group is impressive.  We were pleased to meet committed volunteers 

during our visit.  The school project and snowdrop trail are obviously developing well.  It was good 

to hear that local people support the group's work. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue trying to involve businesses in the bloom projects.  Continue trying to develop more 

cooperation from the local press.  Consider strategies to bring new recruits into the group. 

 

 

Shadwell      Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

It was nice to be back in Shadwell, we were met by the enthusiastic Shadwell in Bloom group, and 

the overall effect of the summer planting and floral displays was excellent, with chocolate box treats 

round every corner. The group have transformed barren corners, created new raised beds and 

improved areas with new plants and trees - Well done on your achievements. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Village Hall bed looked good on a difficult length of roadside to tend. The barrier baskets full of 

petunias were excellent and gave a good impact of vibrant colour. The raised domed beds worked 

well in showcasing the beds, each individual plan for the beds was interesting and it was great to 

see the Well in all its glory planted up. The barrels were full of colour linking the theme throughout 

the village. Good to have support from the local nursery planting a blaze a red on Alf’s bed.  

 

The well maintained abundant herb beds had a good selection of herbs for the community to enjoy. 

The verges and edges looked neat and well maintained throughout the village as were the 

residential properties. The allotment site looked very tasty with an array of soft fruit and vegetables, 

there is currently a waiting list and the group are looking for another area for a second site. The Red 

Lion had a good colourful display of planters. The group have a good tree & hedge management 

programme such as the saplings planted at the bottom of the school playing field. 

 

St Paul’s garden at the front of the church is kept pristine and the Garden of Remembrance in the 

rear churchyard was ablaze with colour yet being nurtured in a sensitive way in keeping with a 

peaceful space. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The replacement wicker hanging baskets worked well, and we commend the group for making the 

decision during what must have been a difficult period, but suggest reviewing for 2016. Consider 

clearing the bed further along at the front of the church.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Dan Quarry is a naturally colonised woodland and wildlife area, and the two volunteers do a 

tremendous job in sensitively managing this important area, the bat boxes and the many bird boxes 

have been made by the Scouts. The wildflower bed was good, and the long verge area was getting 

established. The school pond, church wildlife area and even a small area had been left to nature 

incorporating a mini pond in the allotment all supported the diverse wildlife, liked the composting 

area in the allotment site for use of the community and harvesting as much rainwater as possible. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Extending mulch to the beds will help with retaining moisture would have benefit. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The group is well established with hard working volunteers and evidenced good support from the 

community, there is obvious pride and pleasure in making the village attractive, the group is 

sustainable with their finances and sponsorship. The school art on the posters was excellent, the 

school gardens have been improved greatly and we particularly enjoyed meeting with the children 
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and hearing their stories about the vegetables they had grown, SIB has supported the school in both 

in providing a raised bed for each class, fencing as well as pots and troughs for the children to plant 

up. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

To have an irrigation system in place at the school would be beneficial, especially during school 

holidays. The future project developing a Senses garden sounds very exciting. The group have a 

good relationship with the school and the Shadwell Summer Show was held on the playing field, it 

would have been nice to see some photos, and other SIB events.  

 

 

Thornton                  Silver Gilt Award     
Introduction 

 

It was a pleasure to come back to Thornton for summer judging on a delightfully sunny July day. 

The group continues to move forward. They have taken on board the comments from spring and 

have implemented many recommendations. 

There is now a strong forward-thinking committee and a healthy cross-section of support from the 

wider community and the Council. One of the strengths of the group is the delegation of roles to 

specific people and organisations thus sharing the workload around. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It is pleasing to see the effort being made to support hanging baskets - they make a positive impact 

across the village.  The Railway Heritage site was an absolute joy.  

The Ring O Bells pub looked immaculate and is very well -looked after in a windy relatively exposed 

location.  The long border at the front of Top Royd Allotments is particularly impressive and 

brightens up the immediate area. 

 

The beds maintained by the Rotary Club are tasteful and it was poignant to see the plaque on the 

centre bed, dedicated to Valerie the former stalwart of Thornton in Bloom.   It was pleasing to see 

the dramatic improvement at the back of the church in relation to the planting done by the 

Community youth group and the Brownies involvement. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to think carefully about the route you take the judges to maximise the time available. It is 

advisable to do a last minute "dummy run" prior to judging commencing to alleviate any problems. 

 

Consider planting up the edge of the sloping grass verge next to the driveway of the church with 

sustainable planting. Although the soil is poor, some easy going perennials such as Hebe or 

potentilla would work there and further compliment the good work already being done.  

 

Most of the route was weed-free but certain areas such as the base of some lampposts need a little 

more attention prior to judging.  
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The school wood bird/wildlife area was a hidden gem. Full credit to all those involved in bringing the 

scheme to fruition.  Keelham school had an impressive plethora of bird boxes/compost bins and 

recycling elements. 

 

The signage and interpretation panels we saw along the route were in good condition.  It was 

pleasing to note the litter bin outside the Co-op had been replaced. Well done. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Don't be afraid to emphasise your local heritage. We didn't hear anything about Thornton being the 

birthplace of the Bronte’s or about the history of the industry of the area for instance. 

 

Could wildflowers be sown or planted near to the footpath next to Thornton Primary school adding 

to the good things that are already happening there. 

 

Can the unused land near the end of Top Royd Allotments be used as a wildlife meadow or in any 

other way by the group moving forward? 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was a delight to visit Keelham School and we commend all the outdoor work being done there. 

 

The publicity of judging day and overall "In Bloom" was great throughout the entry.  Well done.  The 

community plot on the allotment is a good idea to involve a diverse number of people in a small 

area.  Across Thornton there is a healthy number of groups and people who support "In Bloom" and 

the wider community. This bodes well for the future. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

More evidence of all year round involvement would be useful. Consider a simple digital display in 

the background of the room during the de-brief. Also consider a greater internet presence.  

 

Consider inviting Thornton Primary school into the competition for spring judging with a dedicated 

project or theme to get them involved.  

 

Funding for future projects is a key necessity. Having two Cllr's on the committee should help with 

links to the Council. 
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Category 2A: Urban Community 
 

 

Allerton Bywater       Silver Gilt Award    
Introduction 

 

How lovely to see such progress and meet up again with the enthusiastic volunteers. 

It was good to see the continued improvement to the Staiths Moorings and Old Pottery area, which 

is very welcoming to the narrow boat visitors and locals alike. The summer floral displays 

throughout Allerton Bywater were very colourful and of a good standard which made the 

environment enjoyable. It was delightful to visit the school and hear of their plans for the garden 

club now the building work has been finished, overall a very enjoyable visit.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The impact of the planting at Ticklecock Bridge was a tribute to the volunteer who does the majority 

of the work. The two tier cutting of the laurel hedge on Jake’s corner, near the school, set the back 

drop for the colourful planters, and the whole area was set off by well-maintained grass with neat 

edging which was evident throughout the town. It was lovely to see further improvement in the 

Church garden and the widening of the footpath with improved access. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The baskets on the waterside would be improved by trailing plants, to give more interest to the 

sides of the baskets. The fruit trees in Vicar’s Court require pruning to remove crossing branches. 

Many plants would benefit from dead heading to prolong the flowering season. It was recommended 

than an information board be placed by the canal, and there are other opportunities to place 

interpretation boards in other areas. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A number of bird boxes and bug boxes have been positioned to encourage wild life. It was good to 

see the old rose hedge flowering again following management of the hedgerow. The hard 

landscaping in the Vicar’s Court area was a delight to the eye, extremely well planned. It was good 

to see responsible dog walkers by the waterside/pottery area which was free from dog fouling. It 

was interesting to see the pottery kiln surrounded by a stone seating area. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider where water butts could be placed. It will be a big improvement when the left hand side of 

the footpath at the Lines project is brought up to the standard of the right hand side, which has 

been voluntarily completed by Ray a local resident. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Different people throughout the community were involved in caring for their areas and community 

spaces, such as the children involved in Vicar’s Court. Following the recent completion of the 

building works at the school, the children have already planted a raised bed and other planters, with 

enthusiastic plans to do more. It is evident that work is being carried out throughout the year and 

there are plans for further development in the future. It was good to hear about the involvement of 

the Scout Group, emptying and refilling the planters. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It is suggested that additional In Bloom banners could be placed around the town, also posters done 

by the children could further advertise In Bloom. Consider the possibility of the In Bloom group 

resourcing building materials to make an outside classroom for the school and maybe a seating 

area. Also to increase further press coverage for the In Bloom initiative. 

 

 

Beeston              Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

We were welcomed to Beeston in a lovely park community room and met enthusiastic members of 

the group they were eager to show the best parts of Beeston and to give us their hopes and dreams 

for the future.  After the tour this proved we were not to be disappointed as the talk had been 

substantiated with action and beautiful gardens, planters and baskets and community areas to be 

proud of.   This showed to us Beeston blooming at its best. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

We toured business areas which were coordinated with colour and tidiness and enticed you in to 

look and be a part of it. 

The streets were lovely with planters and baskets in full bloom. The property Sunnyview House 

looked great and was a place people in their later life would love to live in. The Church and the 

school showed the group working with others and were pleasant areas to see. 

The Clarkes field Allotments offered to patients of the Local Health Centre a place to garden and 

hopefully become well, due to the gardening they joined together with. 

Private Gardens added to the experience but the Jewel in the Crown was the park with its changes 

of last year coming to fruition and looked at its best for the judging.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

If the group continues with their proposals they will improve and will have achieved their ultimate 

ambition of being Golden Beeston. 

It would have been good to speak to and seen the work being done in the (Hunslet ward side of the 

park) with the community re hanging baskets and planters. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Working together with Leeds Met and the Police and various Community Groups aided the work that 

was being done within the area for the Environmental features of the entry.  Composting, feeding 

the planters and baskets and working with the community all were good things we saw.  Wild flower 

areas and the graffiti walls raised awareness of the environment around the area. Beehives on the 

roof of the White Rose Centre and brown bins for garden waste collected fortnightly. With an area 

for storage of compost were also an added advantage. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The liaison with the school seemed to be a priority as the person in charge appeared to be asking 

for help.  The proposed Mosque area currently spoils the attractive area. Once sold liaison with the 

purchases would be of great benefit to Bloom.  Otherwise a great place to view and very impressive. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Good liaison with all the community especially with the events in the park. 

By working with both sections of two very different wards of the Borough it shows that work is being 

done to improve Beeston.  Funding appears to be received due to the hard work of the group and 

organisation of duties for all was an added bonus. 

The work in the area shows the enthusiasm of the group working within the community. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to work as you are helping the School and the Mosque site to work with you and the area 

will go from strength to strength.  More wild flowers could be used on these sites above and also if 

allotments are advertised on the site then they will add to the community involvement. 

 

 

Bramhope               Gold Award      
Introduction 

 

The bloom group continues to improve the environment of Bramhope, their work can be viewed in 

all areas of the community. The group is well supported by shop keepers and landlords who have 

floral displays around their properties. The strong link to the school, which has extensive grounds 

and a thriving gardening club help to develop links with all sections of the community. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Completion of phase one of the memorial garden redevelopment, this is an extensive project that 

has been implemented to a high standard. It also has its own collected water system thanks to help 

from a neighbour.  Noted in spring but a highlight again are the Parade beds, the diversity 

demonstrates what can be grown in difficult locations. The plant selection and maintenance is very 
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good.  The high level of support from commercial operators ranging from the pub to smaller shops is 

very good. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to inspire the community and gain further support, whilst this support may take forms and 

colour that you had not planned it is a sign of the effect the group is having.  The difficult verge 

sown with wild flowers will need maintaining to prevent un-wanted weeds dominating, and even 

taking over the area. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Community rain water collection seems to be a feature of the area, again well done for getting such 

support in many areas. Completion of maintenance of the parade seat, and the seat maintenance 

programme is very good. The whole are including the very busy main road was litter free. As in 

spring the information boards are very good. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

In terms of our visit an area that is a little light is that of conservation. Do point out the bird boxes, 

and native planting at the well. Do point out the pond on railway land, you may not have full access 

but the wildlife is there. Also include the wild areas at the school in your demonstration of this 

element. We think it is a matter of drawing attention to what exists rather than doing more. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The new sign for the planters designed by the school, will help to increase awareness of the work 

carried out. This idea is well worth copying by other groups. Community engagement, fund raising, 

planning are all carried out to a very high standard, well done. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to develop within the resources you have available, and we are sure you will, try to convert 

some of the supporters to become active supporters. 

 

 

Calverley       Silver Gilt Award     
Introduction 

 

A well organised group. An entry with many attractive areas, but feel in some places rather lacks 

continuity of involvement. A well maintained park, and good gardens at Brookfield Sheltered 

Housing.  Beware of thinking more is better, be selective in repeating Spring in Summer if nothing 

has changed. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Very good displays in the park and also at Brookleigh Sheltered Housing. Good work being done at 

the Old Vicarage Nursery. Saw some very good house gardens. Barrier baskets were also good. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

A difficult task on Carr Road, and it may be a few years before it makes an impact. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Grounds of St Wilfrid's Church are well managed, especially trying to manage in a more natural way 

-  well done. Good to see wide age range of trees in park - important to keep profile of age 

developing. Bottle bank at Conservative Club is well used. Passed Museum, but not visited. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

A visit to the Museum would illustrate heritage. In Spring we mentioned dirty seats which have still 

not been cleaned for summer usage. Last year on both occasions’ judges mentioned the woodland 

but it was not visited this time - would have been good to see after last year's comments. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A core of very dedicated people, their work is very much appreciated. Enthusiastic leader at the Old 

Vicarage nursery involving very young children. St Wilfrid's grounds are very extensive and again a 

core who are doing some excellent work. The residents at Brookleigh Housing obviously are so good 

at caring for one another and for their gardens.   Well done. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Good to meet the three finalists at Parkside Primary School, but perhaps on another visit let the 

judges see their gardening activities. 

 

 

Holbeck         Silver Gilt Award     
Introduction 

 

We were welcomed to Holbeck by the group and were shown their presentation in the Church. This 

had a display of their hopes and aspirations around the room. We went outside and were given a 

tour of the area by the committee and their partnership workers.  Any questions we had were 

answered quickly by the team showing us around. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Publicity was all around the area and we were very impressed by things that were happening around 

the area and future aspirations.  It was good to see the work done by the tower block to encourage 

gardeners in the flats.  The wildflower area by the Railway Bridge was good also.  Walking around 

the sites it was noticeable the lack of litter and weed in the streets and surrounding areas.  Working 

together with the Bowling Green members with the Grow your own beds by the bowling green. 

The greenhouse project was excellent with a very interesting and knowledgeable resident explaining 

the various conservation methods used and the work in the courtyard garden plus the imaginative 

system of raised beds to cut down on illegal parking. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Around the building site area was a lot of ragwort which will be a problem for the group in years to 

come if it is not sorted soon.  All the proposals given in the introduction and in the time we were 

being taken around were good for the future entries next year.  More allotments taken by the multi-

storey flats will enhance the entry in future as it would be good to see plants growing and being 

harvested on these plots. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The greenhouse project was excellent and ticked all the environmental boxes including the past 

present and future plans for this area.  It was good to see the work at the school with the bird boxes 

and other items i.e. bud bed etc.  Cutting the weeds and redesigning the verges to keep off 

travellers with the plans for children’s gardening was good and a good gateway to the area from the 

city walk. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The areas mentioned on the tour for around the property under renovation for future work should 

help to make the area look even more attractive to the visitor to Holbeck.  The areas around the 

Ninivah Road will look good and could we suggest some wildflower planting in this area along with 

the proposed children’s gardens.  Working with Unity Housing on the improvement/redesigning of 

the flats will be interesting and I hope a little formal gardening and maybe vegetable patch could be 

incorporated in the scheme. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

This bloom group are working well with the various groups around the area and it was good to see 

the opportunities being taken to work alongside all the innovations that were being made in 

Holbeck.  A strong group of people appear to encourage by their actions and lead by their 

enthusiasm.  Along the way you can see how the area moves forward and it was good to see how 

things were moving since the spring judging.  Thank you for letting us see your hopes and dreams 

and I for one hope they come good for you in the coming years. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The areas outlined by you throughout the afternoons visit and the comments made earlier will 

ensure that you will be going for Gold soon, as your ideas and other peoples efforts to work with you 

will make your area even better to see. Do not be discouraged and continue to work together to 

realise your plans for the future. 

 

 

Kippax               Gold Award       Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Kippax is a medium sized village, close to motorway links - in all directions- a community with 

numerous traders, businesses, three primary schools, library, clinics, Doctors and Dentist practices, 

public houses and clubs.  The judges had been impressed by the range of planting at the Spring 

visit in April and wondered how Kippax in Bloom could improve on this in Summer. We were not 

disappointed and found this highly organised group had pulled out all the stops to ensure the 

village is enhanced by planting which is appropriate to its position and totally accessible to the 

community 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Kippax in Bloom have been very successful in cultivating areas as a group, in conjunction with 

Leeds City Council, Lorraine’s Dance group, the Youth Group, the scouts and cubs, the Art Group 

while delegating responsibility to local residents at Gibson Lane and to individuals such as Bob at 

the Moorgate, Pepe at Westfield Lane. 

 

Although, the number of annual bedding plants has been reduced from 400 to 190, in the four large 

tropical beds, the overall effect is maintained to a high standard by using colourful perennials and 

shrubs. With assistance from Leeds City Council Parks department, the beds on Leeds Road were 

built up to improve the visual effect of the pink and white geraniums.  It was good to see the 

improvement in the beds at the entrance to the Community Centre and the completed bed at the 

Methodist Church in memory of Christine.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider carefully the choice of the colours of the summer planting as it might be more appropriate 

to plant marigolds or white rather than pink geraniums to compliment the rudbeckia and day lilies 

in one the tropical beds. Or consider planting low growing perennial to minimize further the need for 

annual bedding.   Where borders of shrubs have been established at the rear of beds, consider 

planting a few annuals or perennials amidst the shrubs to tie in with the colour scheme.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

On our visit to Billy Woods, a SSSI on magnesium limestone, we were delighted to see such an 

abundance of natural wild flowers including many common spotted and pyramidal orchids, common 
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scabious and yellow rattle.  The pupils at Kippax North School with the assistance of their 

enthusiastic caretaker have created a bed at the school entrance to mark 70 years since the end of 

WW2 with antirrhinums and a hand carved wooden poppy, a large bug hotel, raised vegetable beds, 

archways and a shed all using recycled materials.  A green wooden post from the old entrance to 

Moorleigh has been used as a feature at the back of the mining coal tub donated by Middleton 

Railway and as a deterrent to fly tipping. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Encourage the school to enter in the Yorkshire in Bloom Schools category. As a project with the 

children, make and place cards to illustrate, which fruit and vegetables are growing in each of the 

beds.   Continue to encourage the building of bug houses and bird boxes in other areas such as St 

Mary’s churchyard, the Methodist church and around the Community Centre.    

 

It may prove interesting to carry out a longitudinal wildflower count with the help of the three D of E 

students or other interested A level Botany students, in the wildlife area at Gibson Lane in 

consultation with the Friends of Billy Woods with the objective of increasing the number of species.  

Encourage the Art group to create other projects to provide Art in the Landscape with assistance in 

funding.   Consider planting lavenders and other insect attracting flowers in all flower beds as 

appropriate. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A wide variety of styles of landscaping in residential gardens has been encouraged by the KiB Front 

Garden competition in conjunction with sponsorship from the local nursery.  June at the Growing 

Zone, an allotment garden project for adults and children with special needs, is inspirational in 

growing people by encouraging her clients to mix with other people from the community, be taught 

about the land, how to grow vegetables, flowers and fruit etc. and be out in the fresh air having fun. 

She also is a very successful and diligent fundraiser.   

 

The cottage garden in front of the rejuvenated toilet black at Cross Hills has matured into a bright 

and colourful and restful space in what was previously an eyesore.  Funding from the Parish Council 

is on-going together with a successful grant of £7500 for planters at Mount Pleasant. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to maintain and develop all current projects and develop new sustainable projects to 

benefit all the inhabitants of Kippax.  Continue with plans to extend the Front Garden competition to 

include back gardens too.   Encourage and strengthen links with the Welfare and Social club.   

Continue to liaise with Leeds City Council to improve the War Memorial garden.  Continue to 

improve communications locally and with regular updates and blogs on the website. 
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Scarborough Old Town     Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

The area is rich in maritime history and much of that is reflected in some of the colourful planting 

schemes. There are many narrow alleyways within the Old Town often leading to secluded 

courtyards with delightful floral displays. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Many businesses have colourful summer displays, in particular Wilson's public house and the Leeds 

Arms.  Residents are justly proud of their environment, the rear gardens of Rope Walk and gardens 

at Globe Street are fine examples and there are many others located along the narrow streets of this 

historic quarter.  Pupils from Braeburn Junior School had planted three floral beds depicting a 

'Harry Potter' theme, creating a very decorative summer display at Valley Garden. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The planters at the Sea Cadets meeting place could perhaps be planted with some permanent 

plants (heuchera's for example) which would require less maintenance. Some areas would benefit 

with the introduction of increased floral displays particularly at Burr Bank with its amazing views.  

You could further develop the 'accidental' wildflower area beneath Burr Bank top which, thankfully, 

had not been mown by the Council. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The judges were shown a very good interpretation board at Burr Bank.  Generally, street furniture 

was in good condition and well maintained.  Very little litter was seen for which the In Bloom team 

should be commended. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The railings at the 'Butter Cross' are in very poor condition - perhaps an ideal scheme for Community 

Payback. An information board would provide the history of the 'Cross' for the many visitors to this 

delightful part of Scarborough. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

This is, without doubt, a close-knit community who meet on a regular basis to socialise and discuss 

plans for 'In Bloom' activities and other social events. 

The community plan to paint the outdoor seats at St. Mary's Church in the very near future. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

You may wish to consider how to raise the 'In Bloom' profile. Perhaps some posters in the windows 

of business premises for example together with private houses and perhaps some signage in some 

of your containers to indicating an 'In Bloom' presence. 

 

 

 

Starbeck                Gold Award     
Introduction 

 

Starbeck again demonstrated its skill and experience in developing bloom in an urban community. 

The group has converted many to the task of improving the area, this includes the bus company 

washing the bus shelters, and Northern rail helping with planting on the station.  The bloom effect is 

clearly seen across the whole area. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Starting at the golf club introduced us to the very good rose garden at the club house and excellent 

hanging baskets.  St Andrews allotment, where working with Springwater school plots are being 

used to help pupils develop a range of skills.  The site also boasts a composting toilet, opened by 

the Mayor of Harrogate.  The partnership working with Northern Rail on the station.  A range of 

projects that have engaged the community in planting trees and flower beds. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

An area for continuation is the way co-operation achieves so much, continue to work as partners 

with the council, Northern Rail, Churches and the many groups in Starbeck who help. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility  

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Starbeck history board and well head at Spa mews.  The treatment of the stream side and ivy 

for conservation.  The work and information boards at Belmont Fields.  The mini war time allotment 

used for education and promotion.  Litter free over the whole area including the busy main road, and 

of course the bedding display at the base used by the cleaning team.  The Pierre photo frame and 

statue. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

When possible continue to press the need for a good street furniture maintenance policy to prevent 

slippage of standards in this area.  Monitor developments around the county council buildings 

which may, in the future impact on the appearance of Starbeck. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The group demonstrates all that an excellent bloom group should be, community engagement, work 

plans, fund raising and partnership working well done. 

 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to develop and engage as you always do, and demonstrate to other groups what can be 

achieved. 

 

 

Swillington           Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

Swillington once a mining community dominated by St Mary’s Church with its distinctive dark stone 

tower and contrasting creamy yellow stone nave and chancel is now home to assorted industries 

and specialist agriculture which employs many of the population. While others commute to nearby 

towns such as Leeds and Wakefield.   

 

While travelling through Swillington on the main road it is evident that an enthusiastic in bloom 

group has been active in the area for some time adding shrub beds, Planting bulbs, installing 

wooden planters and planting trees making it a pleasure to travel along the main road.  The addition 

of summer hanging baskets adds another dimension to the area planted with various coloured 

trailing plants which cascade over the sides.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was interesting to see the transition from spring planting with many different types of bulbs to the 

summer plantings partly consisting of summer bedding plants but in filled with shrubs, grasses and 

perennial planting for a more sustainable future. 

The shrubs had grown considerably since our last visit which gave more impact to the area. 

 

The mining wheels at key entry points are now enhanced with raised brick built beds full of seasonal 

colour. Despite the cold start to the summer, the wooden flowerboxes barrels and saddle planters 

were full of seasonal colour. And the newly formed beds in the churchyard were showing signs of 

improvement. The newly erected wall and raised bed near the seating area at Swillington Lane is 

packed with colour and is a very popular stop for many people.  The residents of Primrose house are 

now taking part in the upkeep of the nearby bed. The new bed at the side of Wakefield Rd is now 

establishing well with plenty of perennial colour backed by a smart fence. 

 

It would be interesting to see evidence of more horticultural activity in the primary school. The 

school grounds are immaculately kept but a small horticultural plot or raised beds would be quite 

easy for the staff and children to maintain and grow some fresh vegetables. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

It may be worthwhile considering adding compost or organic matter to the smaller beds over a 

period of years to improve soil structure.  Thought should be given to the number of beds in St 

Mary’s Churchyard, only beds with plenty light and access to rainwater should be concentrated on 

while any beds in difficult positions may need to revert to grass which should save time and effort 

under difficult conditions.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to see the well-kept allotments with a wide variety of herbs, Fruit and Vegetables 

growing so well. The judges were particularly interested to see rainwater harvesting from shed roofs 

and good use of piped water from springs within the allotment. 

 

A composting area behind the church will in time produce good organic matter which can be used 

on the flowerbeds.  The vast ancient churchyard is home to an amazing number of bird’s animal’s 

insects and wild flowers and is a haven of piece for any visitor or bird watchers. The wooden Plant 

boxes, barrels and mining wheels were all well maintained and good focal points for residents and 

visitors. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Swillington has many areas of beds, borders, barrels boxes and saddle planters which all take 

careful maintenance. All these areas are very well looked after and watered but it is important not to 

over stretch the ability of the group. 

Keep composting in as many areas as possible to enrich the soil which will in turn reduce the need 

for watering and water usage. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There is evidence of local bloom initiatives with regular meetings and newsletters keeping all the 

residents informed. It was good to see so many sponsors by the local businesses; much hard work 

has gone into getting sponsorship and signing up the containers.  The group work winter and 

summer which is a credit to everyone. 

There are many sources of funding for the group which are vital to keep the work of the in bloom 

group investing in plants, bulbs containers and displays. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The group could possibly look to recruiting some new members to assist the very enthusiastic 

established band of workers who work very hard in all weathers to keep Swillington an attractive 

place to live and work. 
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Category 2B: Small Town 
 

 

Dunnington            Gold Award       Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

The dedicated team continue to strive for excellence with a well-structured tour of the village. The 

floral displays were to a very high standard as were the business evidenced during the visit. The 

Horse drawn cart feature was one of the highlights of the visit. The school also shone with a 

fantastic gardening club, and is to be commended for its enthusiastic commitment to the 

environment and horticulture.  The overall village is maintained to a very high standard. 

 

The In Bloomers also responded exceedingly well to some of the comments / suggested actions the 

Judges made during the spring visit and are to be commended for their interpretation and actions, 

especially the new summer private garden completion. Dunnington continues to have a special 

place within the Yorkshire region for its sustained commitment to the competition and it’s been a 

pleasure to judge and share some of the village's success.  Well done and may it long continue. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Very colourful floral displays.  Good mix of summer annuals within planters / hanging baskets.  The 

Horse-drawn cart as a centre piece in the heart of the village.  The school and its gardening club.  

Well maintained and presented allotments.  The church and its replanting programme.  Some of the 

best cut and edged off grassed areas within the Yorkshire region.  The well-presented and 

maintained sports pitches / Bowls facilities. The children's play area continues thrive.  Business are 

to be commended for their continued support.  The introduction of the private garden completion. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to seek new business to support this aspect of the criteria. Consider rolling out the annual 

garden completion to include a spring garden section. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The wildlife area at Hassacarr continues to develop and the dedication of the team is to be 

commended.  The overall landscape at the Cemetery is maintained to a high standard.  Local 

heritage is very well interpreted and maintained.  The attention to local environmental quality is 

outstanding with a clear absence of litter etc.   Overall standard of Pride and Place assets  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to review this category and consider any new features that will sustain the entry for the 

future.  Consider introducing some additional railway sleepers to the Route 66 display to raise and 

support the level of the planted area which will provide for the retention of moisture, especially 



37 

 

during the summer months.  Provide improved interpretation signage / plaque which will improve 

the overall effect of the feature. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The ongoing planning and developments is outstanding.  The marketing and community drive 

makes Dunnington a special place to live and visit.  Community participation continues to embrace 

the whole village across the age range.  The 15 min presentation covered the all year round aspects 

of the In Bloom delivery.  Fund raising events and activities continue to thrive. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider reviewing the group’s aims and objectives / judges’ comments to keep pace with change 

along with developing new initiatives / features in order to stimulate interest in the village / 

competition for many years to come, especially around young people.  Consider drafting a 5 year 

rolling ''Village in Bloom Development Plan''  

 

 

Haworth       Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

Haworth with its literary connections to the Bronte family and the international appeal it has, draws 

many people to see and experience this pretty Pennine community. The enthusiasm and 

commitment of the in bloom group members was also reflected in the children at the primary 

school, demonstrating the involvement of members of the community from an early age. The school 

pupils showed a remarkable level of knowledge and interest in the wide range of projects 

undertaken in the school and out in the town.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The variety of planted containers and baskets along the park fencing and elsewhere in the town, 

particularly in the main street with its attractive displays and variety of promotional posters gave a 

good public profile to Haworth in Bloom. 

The involvement of the school children in a weekly gardening club is undoubtedly helping to pave 

the way for both an active involvement with the “in bloom” scheme and also a better appreciation of 

horticulture and the environment for the future. Steve Thorpe should receive special mention for his 

involvement with the school and the wider community.   The increased level of support from the 

community, with residents and the school children helping with the planting and maintenance of the 

displays. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It was disappointing to note that the memorial garden which showed such promise in the spring 

visit had not moved forward. Considering the reason for developing this site is to try to persuade 

people to put memorials here rather than on the moors, early advancement with this scheme should 

be a priority with all involved.  
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The huge efforts being made by the onsite staff at the town park couldn’t disguise the declining 

levels of resources available to the local authority and its inevitable impact on standards. The 

opportunity for increased volunteer input needs to be taken to support maintenance standards and 

the parks sustainability. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A local campaign to retain the recycling sites has not only helped maintain the level of recycling in 

the town but is supporting their increased use. 

The concerted effort to reduce dog fouling in the town in partnership with both District and Parish 

councils is to be applauded. 

Many of the communal garden features were well presented and a credit to the efforts of all those 

involved. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The potential for a Haworth in bloom heritage trail should be considered. This would draw elements 

from the town’s entry, including the parsonage, and add to the overall experience for visitors to 

Haworth.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The school gardening club is a success story and is raising environmental awareness in the young 

people who participate.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that increasing sponsorship to support the Haworth in Bloom 

initiative, particularly from the business sector should be a priority consideration. The sustainability 

of the group may rest on this element of their activities and needs to be addressed.    

 

Although some success had been achieved with getting more support from the community, it is felt 

that the group needs to look for even wider participation to help sustain the efforts being made. 

 

 

Hunmanby               Gold Award    
Introduction 

 

This charming village, reputed to be the largest in Yorkshire, was a delight to visit. Without doubt 

the In Bloom team together with the local community are very committed and energetic and this 

was reflected in the very high standards of remarkable floral displays throughout the Judges tour. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Of particular note were the Malton Road beds providing a colourful display of sustainable baskets. 

Along the Main Street many business premises were adorned with hanging baskets and colourful 

containers. Both The Cottage and White Swan public houses had very pretty floral features. The 60 

or so allotments are thriving and very productive. By selling produce, money was raised and shared 

between the Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the In Bloom group 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

A few of the allotments were a little untidy - perhaps a noticeboard with gentle hints for managing 

the soil together with tips for companion planting? 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Community Orchard is developing very well with many of the trees laden with fruit. The 'wild' 

areas are particularly attractive and thriving with an abundance of flowers and grasses.  Throughout 

the tour the judges were very impressed that there was no evidence of litter or dog fouling.  

Excellent recycling facilities in place minimising waste to landfill. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Perhaps an information board would be beneficial at the Community Orchard (particularly aimed at 

children) to indicate the names and types of the trees together with the wild flowers, grasses and 

wildlife in the vicinity. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There is immense community participation. Amongst the volunteers, Vi and Brian maintain the 

delightful Vi's Garden, Sue and Kath work very hard in the Bayley Gardens whilst Marian and John 

keep the railway platforms in pristine condition. Throughout the village small teams beaver away 

whether it is litter picking or weeding, planting or pruning there is an abundance of volunteers all 

eager to help. The In Bloom group provide valuable assistance at both the village Primary School 

and at the sheltered housing complex at Hungate court. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Aim to continue with all of the valuable links you have forged with the local community. Well done!  

You may consider the introduction of name badges to identify the team. 
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Menston      Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

A very warm welcome awaited us at Menston on the village's 10th anniversary of entering the 

Yorkshire in Bloom competition.   We were greeted by Quentin, Rosemary and Margaret in the 

bowling clubhouse at Kirkland's Community Centre. Quentin and Rosemary were our enthusiastic 

and comprehensive tour guides for the morning and they had previously compiled an informative 

portfolio of the village.  

 

Outstanding area of the tour included:   Kirkland's Community Centre incorporating the well-

maintained bowling green and the memorial bed dedicated to local soldiers who served in the First 

World War. 

 

High Royds Memorial Garden is a real gem with the recent restoration of the chapel. The raised beds 

around the entrance looked impressive, packed with nectar-rich herbaceous perennials and was 

swarming with happy bees.   The entrance to Meadowlea Children's Home was especially colourful 

with many hanging baskets and planters around the front of the building. 

 

After our tour of the village we returned to Kirkland's, where we met other members of the 

committee over lunch. Rosemary added an extra special touch by baking Joanne (YiB Judge) a 

birthday cake filled with fresh strawberries and cream. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The planting around Kirkland's Community Centre provides a colourful display of summer bedding. 

Large planters at the entrance were particularly attractive planted with African Marigolds and the 

entrance to the bowling club planted with pelargoniums. The Memorial Bed looked stunning with 

the choice and balance of architectural planting at its peak.  All beds and borders were well-

maintained, especially The Jubilee Bed.  It was nice to see that local businesses had taken part in 

the Yorkshire in Bloom competition with many colourful hanging baskets, window boxes and 

planters. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider more planters and hanging baskets at the Railway Station as it is so well used and a huge 

focal point of Menston.  We suggest that The Railway Garden be excluded from the judging until 

alternative planting and the invasive problem of Equistetum arvense is rectified. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Menston is impeccably clean with no litter or graffiti.  Water butts are used at Cornerstone Café and 

Kirkland's to recycle rainwater. New composting bins have been installed behind Parish Room at St. 

John's Church and a large recycling system at the rear of Kirkland's.  
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Areas for Improvement 

 

We suggest more insect boxes/butterfly boxes/ladybird boxes and bird boxes around the village, 

especially in the churchyard and Butterfield Park.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Community involvement is extremely evident in Menston with all different businesses and people 

pulling together to achieve a well-maintained and attractive village. From the local residents 

adopting individual planters to maintain to the large, well-maintained, green spaces such as 

Menston Park.  

 

All of Menston participates in the annual Strawberry Tea and Plant Sale fundraising event in June; 

with over £600 raised for Menston in Bloom.  Menston Explorer Scouts organised the planting and 

watering of the large planters around Kirkland's Community Centre. The on-going development of 

Butterfield Park is particularly interesting with the enthusiasm and commitment of volunteer, 

Gemma. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

To embrace the local history and heritage by displaying information boards about developing 

projects, for residents and visitors. For example St. John's Church (alpine garden). Suggest other 

places of interest the visitor might like to visit for example High Royds Memorial Garden.   

 

It was interesting to note that a stone with an inlaid plaque will be placed inside Butterfield Park 

gateway.  Consider drawing up a three year business plan to create a structured framework for 

achievable future projects and their maintenance. 

 

 

Stamford Bridge             Gold Award    
Introduction 

 

In was a real pleasure to visit Stamford Bridge again. The Stamford Bridge in Bloom team have 

worked very hard to make their community a beautiful and thriving place to live. We were taken to 

see a good range of different areas, from small colourful bedding schemes to the 'wilder' areas 

along the path to the picnic site on the banks of the river. 

 

It was particularly impressive to see how inclusive the SB in Bloom activities are, with so many 

different community groups involved. The signs, incorporating the lovely SB in Bloom logo, are 

effective and have helped promote the wide range of the groups' activities to the wider community. 

Well done!  
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The planting throughout the town is well thought out and appropriate for the different areas. The 

bedding adds colour to the centre, and many of the other areas are attractively planted with a mix of 

perennials and annuals. The Viking Boat is a lovely focal point.  The planting and general 

maintenance at The Weir Caravan Park is of a high standard.   The Community Orchard has been 

well researched and is well maintained.  The entrance to the allotments is lovely and colourful. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

There were a couple of self-sown sycamores at the school, perhaps a SBIB member could help with 

removal and control of such pernicious weeds. Consider taking YIB judges to one school in the 

spring, and the other in the summer, as there is obviously good work happening at both. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Reusing the matting from the playground at the picnic area is excellent.  The Buzz Stop, with the bee 

waterer, is a great idea, particularly as it uses donated plants.  The Station Heritage project has 

obviously been a big success and is a lovely focal point for the village. Again, it has been well 

researched and well executed. The whole town was again very clean and tidy.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider ways in which rainwater could be harvested at the Station, Weir Caravan Park and at the 

allotments. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Station Heritage project has involved many of the community groups. It was lovely to see the 

Drama group in full costume on judging day. Thank you!   The Community Orchard has involved 

many groups, including the Playing-fields Association, the Parish Council, as well as the school, 

Gardening Club and SBIB.  The SBIB tabards and the signs at all the various projects have further 

increased awareness of all that the group does.  Twitter and Facebook have been well used to help 

promote the group, share information and find good projects to get involved in (e.g. #30dayswild). 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider lamppost banners to add colour to the town centre and promote SBIB (easier than hanging 

baskets!). Starbeck in Bloom is a good example 
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Upper and Nether Poppleton        Silver Gilt Award    
Introduction 

 

The village has considerable history and this is obviously a source of pride to all involved. The 

development of the village is being carried out very sympathetically. The village green and all areas 

around this are well tended and totally litter free. The "In Bloomers" are making great progress and 

their work is to be applauded and must be appreciated by all who live in the village. Congratulations 

to Mike and his team - you are edging ever closer to that gold award. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The planters around the village were excellent and the concept of celebrating anniversaries with the 

new planting feature (W.I. this year) is innovative. The sourcing of plants from the Railway Nursery 

means both parties in the community benefit. The Railway Nursery combines horticultural practice 

with heritage and is establishing links with other areas. The War Memorial planting is now fully 

sustainable and looked very attractive. Good baskets at Allerton Drive shops, The Lord Collingwood 

and The White Horse indicate greater involvement by local businesses. The borders at the church 

were good and there were excellent planters at Black Dyke Lane. Private gardens were all well-

tended. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The judges look forward to the continued development of the business involvement, the outcome of 

the sheep project at the Millennium Green and the continued liaison and development of the school 

gardening club. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The work at the school with the new pond and the wildlife club and dipping areas. 

The idea introduce sheep to maintain the Millennium Green area is innovative. 

Local heritage is epitomised by the work at the Tithe Barn garden.  There is obvious pride of place 

and all is kept clean, tidy and graffiti and litter free. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Greater evidence of recycling would be appreciated. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The work with Ousebank Primary School was excellent and Jane and Sarah are to be commended 

for their part in this, the enthusiasm of the children was a joy to behold. The bottle greenhouse was 

an outstanding project and now offers more scope for the school gardening club. The presence of 

"In Bloom" at the Sport Day and annual show plus the Millennium Field Yard sale will raise funds 

and the profile of the group and hopefully enlist more volunteers!! 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The judges look forward to the further development of the group and its work to obtain that gold 

award. Hope fully the increased involvement of the local businesses will continue and give that all 

important support to the group. 
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Category 2C: Town 
 

Horsforth                 Gold Award      
Introduction 

 

Good feeling of community - business/shops, Courtyard cafe, lady in mobility scooter helping. They 

have had an Art Walk. Good planters and hanging baskets. An excellent park, gardens and generally 

very, very clean. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Excellent garden at block of flats, good contribution from Bartletts on a very prominent site, the 

park is well maintained and has good interpretive signage. Nursery school trying very hard with 

good success. Some excellent house gardens. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Overall very good, just try to get more premises to take part. Continue development of Japanese 

garden. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Generally good in all aspects. Very clean throughout, a real feeling of openness and wellbeing. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

There is still some work to develop on the Hunger Hills project. Look to possible management of 

frontage of empty shop. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There is a very active Bloom group working closely with Leeds parks Dept. Great sense of involving 

real mix of community - from large companies to individual traders, from the youngest to the most 

elderly, across all levels of society. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Work on more media coverage, although the Horsforth in Bloom Newsletter is good and widely 

distributed. 
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Ilkley        Silver Gilt Award     
Introduction 

 

Ilkley is a pleasant town that people like to visit because of its attractive open spaces and 

impressive Victorian bedding plant displays. On some days visitors and locals can enjoy the music 

in the surroundings of the high street bandstand or on warmer days have a dip in one of the few 

remaining Lidos.  Ilkley is a vibrant town with a diverse committed local community that do many 

good works to enhance the town in general 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The knowledge enthusiasm and commitment of the staff and pupils Lucy, George and Thomas from 

year 7 who had been assisted by Peter, AJ, Lewise, Jake and Natasha of year 7 at Ilkley Grammar 

School shows in the high quality of the plants which they produced and maintain The dedication and 

hard work of the members of the Ilkley in Bloom Group maintaining many projects like the Police 

Station.  Fran Davies’ sterling work at the Integrated Living Centre at Abbeyfield. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

To endeavour to regain a significant amount of the Victorian bedding displays despite the 

forthcoming funding cuts may be difficult but would be most rewarding. 

While the Lido is a splendid area that clearly many people enjoy it may benefit from the inclusion of 

some floral planting.  It would be nice if a wider members of the community could have some form 

of access to the garden and lake at Broderick Drive. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Ilkley in Bloom Group are to be congratulated on the lack of litter graffiti fly-posting dog fouling and 

the quality of the maintenance of the street furniture 

Considerable work has been carried out to restore overgrown areas while protecting wildlife and 

natural habitat. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consideration could be given to additional interpretation displays of the local heritage for some 

areas within the town. 

Increased water harvesting and more composting could be beneficial. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It is clear that many different organisations are working together within the Ilkley in Bloom Group 

and that the younger generation both at Ilkley Grammar School and Ashland Primary School are 

being encouraged which is really significant for the future.  It was demonstrated that Ilkley in Bloom 
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has good local support from individual residents and many organised groups including both the 

Parish and Local Councils which should secure the ongoing future of the local in bloom campaign. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

While it is apparent that substantial effort is put into year round involvement this is an area where 

more input would help the entrant advance in this section of the competition 

 

 

Newby & Scalby       Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

The parish of Newby and Scalby is located on the edge of Scarborough amidst the splendour of the 

North Yorkshire National Park.  This is a large geographic area encompassing woodland, farmland 

but also close to the coastline of the seaside resort of Scarborough. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Many lovely floral displays were seen in the grounds of the Joseph Rowntree Trust flats. 

Sustainable, permanent planting was complemented by very colourful hanging baskets and 

planters.  The two beds at North Street (new in spring) were colourfully planted with summer 

bedding plants.  The Allotments were very tidy and obviously very productive.  The new wildflower 

meadows at Cross Lane Hospital provided an attractive area for patients and visitors.  Throughout 

the tour it was noted that some residents had colourful displays, particularly on the Newby Farm 

Estate. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

You may wish to consider some permanent planting in the red/white/blue themed bed rather than 

summer bedding plants. Elsewhere, some thought should be given to implementing permanent, 

sustainable floral displays to create a greater impact.  

Perhaps some thought could be given to the judging timetable - for example much time was spent 

at the allotments and also at the hospital where no-one was available to discuss the wildflower 

meadow.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There is a wealth of natural habitats, woodlands, hedgerows and ponds.  The group are to be 

congratulated for keeping all the areas visited clean, tidy and litter free. 

The residents of the Joseph Rowntree flats had their own compost bins and a greenhouse where 

they grew their own plants. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

It was very disappointing to see that the 'Twinning Sign' with PORNIC had been defaced by the 

removal of the last two letters, particularly since this was a newly planted red/white/blue area to be 

shown to the judges. The same defaced sign featured in your spring portfolio!  Due to timing issues 

the judges were not able to see much of what could have been showcased. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The In Bloom team are very active within the community organising many year-round fund raising 

activities.  Regular meetings are held to promote the group and raise their profile. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

You may consider forging some useful links with other groups in your community.  You may wish to 

offer some practical assistance at the Orchard House Day Centre - perhaps further the idea of a 

raised sensory bed for example.  Sadly time did not allow the judges to meet with the 'In Bloom' 

team at the end of their visit. 

 

  

Otley                      Gold Award         Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Otley looked its best in the Summer sunshine. The in Bloom group are so enthusiastic and 

welcoming it was a pleasure to come and visit your town.  

Otley looked fabulous a testament to all your hard work, well done everyone.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Hanging baskets around Maypole very colourful. White Bridge allotments well cared.  

Allison’s garden on side Copse needs a special mention the installation of the sleeper sets off the 

perennial planting perfectly the choice of plants was very good and the quality of maintenance was 

of a high standard.  It was encouraging to hear about plans to renew the Memorial garden permeant 

planting as this will obviously improve a wonderful area in the centre of the town.  The newly 

installed wall planters break up long wall top and add colour and interest.   

 

Otley in Blooms nectar bed looking at its best. Wharfemeadows Park maintained to a very high 

standard the parks team should be commended. Lots of businesses throughout Otley have put out 

hanging baskets planters and pots to brighten up their shop fronts but we are sure it also attracts 

lots of visitors to the town.  Mrs Gascoigne’s garden was very colourful and well cared for. 
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The fencing around the white Bridge allotments would benefit from been changed there are 

variously sources of funding available.   

 

As a change to future route consider stopping and seeing St Stephens Park, the cemetery and the 

front of the museum.  

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

A busy but well cared for town centre with little or no rubbish ,no obvious dog fowling of graffiti, 

everyone involved should be commended especially after the bike race the night before you could 

not tell it had even happened.  It was very interesting to meet Jason Knowles and to walk around 

Gallows Hill Nature Reserve and to hear of the exciting development plans and to see the work 

carried out so far. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Better signage of the main road to Gallows Hill Nature Reserve would encourage more people to use 

the area as would more publicity. Also the idea that you can have a walk down such a lovely part of 

the river is little known.  

 

A plan should be in place for the maintenance of street furniture and planters and few around the 

town could do with some attention. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Whartons school, very interesting community vegetable scheme were you can use one of their 

raised beds to grow your own.  This idea has room to develop. 

 

A very strong group which is expanding with the help and support of Otley town council and the 

Otley BID.   Community participation is very good with many groups involved.  Press coverage is 

good and the use of modern media to get your message out is to be commended.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Whartons School and Otley in Bloom could consider a more active role in the school whether it’s 

actively getting involved with one of their projects or sporting their community gardening scheme 

by appealing for a garden shed. Consider putting on a power point or similar presentation for the 

judges as it is always belter to see moving pictures and you could show it on a TV screen you don’t 

need a projector. 
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Pocklington            Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

The judges were made to feel very welcome and enjoyed starting the visit by meeting members of 

the Women's Institute and finishing at the impressive gardens of Burnby Hall to present the Rose 

Bowl for the Private Garden Competition. The wide variety of sites visited, (allotments, chapel, 

school, private gardens and the hairdressers) showed the breadth of groups involved in the In 

Bloom entry. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

* The Women's Institute garden was well stocked and eye catching, especially the inclusion of the 

two hare sculptures and complimentary planting on a difficult site under the tree 

* Dean's Lane Attractive front gardens showed what can be achieved in limited space, with a good 

mix of perennial and annual planting 

* A self watering system at the Cross Key's Pub, showed a good use of water conservation and the 

displays Station Hotel, the Post Office were a delight 

* David Higgins small garden showed how wildlife conservation can be integrated with an attractive 

use of planters, hanging baskets and trees 

* It was obvious that the horticultural knowledge of the gardeners at Burnby Hall is excellent, as the 

hanging baskets were full of blooms and in very good condition 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

* Trees in planters need releasing from the tree ties. The planters also showed evidence of weeds 

and were very dry 

* The judges would have liked to see more plants in planters and hanging basket. If cost is a 

consideration, one solution could be to have less planters with more flowers in each container 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

* Recycling within the town, as part of ERYC recycling scheme, was very heartening to hear about 

* The number and quality of bird feeders at David Higgins garden 

* Sculpture within Burnby Hall was very interesting, and the delightful WI's hares 

* Pocklington is very clean. The judges did not see any signs of graffiti or litter 

* Newly painted benches 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

* Some of the wooden planters were looking very tired and could possibly be repainted, replaced or 

reduced in number  

* Though work in Primrose Wood was outlined in the leaflet, the judges did not visit the site either in 

the Spring or Summer judging. This would have been a welcome addition to the route 

* Possibly the next repainting project could be the gates at the war memorial garden  
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

* It was good to see the activities of the school and to meet the children and the head teacher 

* Publicity for the judging day was impressive, especially the use of a banner, posters, flyer and 

meeting the photographer 

* The thriving allotment site, with its new building and the holder’s obvious pride in being 

associated with the In Bloom entry 

* Under planting of road signs by local residents 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

* Pocklington In Bloom may like to consider holding a schools competition/Award Scheme, similar 

to the Private Garden Scheme, to recognise outdoor learning and the environmental development of 

the schools outdoor spaces 

*The judges felt that more had been achieved in Pocklington that was shown during the visit. For 

example the judges would have liked to have seen the boat display for the 200th Anniversary of the 

canal 

 

 

Todmorden          Silver Gilt Award     
Introduction 

 

It was nice to be back in Todmorden, we were met by the enthusiastic Tod in Bloom group, and the 

overall effect of the summer planting and floral displays was excellent. A cohesive group with lots of 

plans, they are always looking to improve and involve other sections of the community. They are 

very open to suggestions and pride in their community came across in abundance – well done on 

your achievements. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The well mulched Rotary garden was abloom with the Rotary Rose and edging of Nepeta which the 

many bees were enjoying. The Union Street display of hanging baskets along the pergola was 

splendorous along with the many other sponsored baskets and barrier baskets spilling over with a 

pizzazz of colourful planting. The Peace garden had a good choice of planting packing a punch in 

the town centre. 

 

The Secret garden is a lovely area, the recently planted trees are establishing well with the lush 

planting tumbling over the raised beds giving a woodland feel in the town centre.  The well 

maintained formal symmetrical walled Memorial Garden in Centre Vale park with well-placed 

statutory was full of a good combination of perennial and summer bedding plantings, making it a 

pleasant peaceful environment for visitors. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Could consider under - planting the roses in the Rotary garden for extended seasonal interest. 
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Review the maintenance of the 3 tier planters outside the market hall.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Fielden Wharf on the canal side is a high quality public space with attractive flower beds and 

planters, has plenty of picnic tables and seating, the imaginative steel sculptures interweaving local 

heritage with the canal and wonderful towpath and tunnel.  The original Tod Rhododendron is 

thriving putting on some new growth, the group will be celebrating its heritage when it flowers. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The group are keen to trial planting in the lower placed steel sculptures of Fielden Wharf for impact 

and improve the visitor experience.  Although the Butterfly garden had filled out we felt it could do 

with supplementing further with more bug friendly plants, suggest look on the RHS website for 

suitable plants.  Hopefully when the building works at the school are complete the group will be 

able to work again with the school and revive their outdoor space and keen interest of the pupils.   

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

TIB has a well thought out programme of yearly events and good press coverage, the updated 

portfolio and presentation was good.  The well promoted information for the Open Gardens in the 

Tourist Information shop window was excellent and publicity was repeated throughout the town, 

was a huge success and TIB expressed this may become an annual event. Our visit to the garden 

was a delight with the different wildlife habitats attracting the many diverse species of insects, 

especially the moths.  Progress with Incredible Edible was apparent on the station where both 

barrels and stone planters had been shared to showcase both the good colourful summer planting 

scheme and the herbs on either side of the platform. 

 

The Weir Factory again is to be applauded on their clean and tidy environment with welcoming 

summer colourful planting. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The group have got future plans to overhaul the Patmos garden and develop the Sensory garden and 

continue to apply for further grants and find funding from organisations to support. Suggest TIB 

charge an admission fee for 2016 Open gardens event, to raise funds for the campaign. Continue to 

work with Incredible Edible and the Friends of Todmorden Station and give encouragement to other 

interested groups 
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Category 2D: Large Town (12-35K) 
 

Beverley         Silver Gilt Award       Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Beverley is a beautiful market town full of heritage and horticulture. There are some lovely little 

gems at Coronation Gardens and The Quiet Garden and generally the business community are 

committed to blooming up their premises. Volunteers work hard on their own projects for the good 

of the town and it was a delight to witness their enthusiasm despite the less than perfect weather. 

Learning about Beverley's industrial past from the deck of the Syntan was as unexpected as it was 

surprising. 

Beverley has great potential and we thank everyone we met in spring and summer for making us 

feel so welcome. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Fire Station baskets were of excellent quality.  Throughout Beverley local businesses are 

blooming up and are clearly committed to the In Bloom campaign. Notable examples include The 

Tudor Rose, The Tea Cosy, The Beverley Arms and Beverley Carpets amongst others.  The guide’s 

planters outside the Treasure House and the Beverley in Bloom planters at the theatre were of good 

quality.  The Coronation Garden and The Quiet Garden are little gems.  

 

The Community allotment (plot 30) is thriving and well utilised and it was good to meet so many 

people, and in one instance three generations. Real friendships have been developed and there is a 

spirit of good help and support. 

 

Areas for Improvement.   

 

Would it be possible to add some trailing plants to boxes and planters to soften the sides of the 

containers and give a fuller appearance? 

 

We will be interested to hear how the project to replace one of the old planters with the help of the 

Lions progresses. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Street Shrines project is a great example of how to link heritage with a modern day town. We 

also commend the Elwell Painting trail as a great way to view culture and the town at the same 

time. 

 

The work being done at Beverley Beck is extensive but is being done sympathetically always with an 

eye to conservation and wildlife management. What a great way to learn about Beverley's industrial 

heritage through the boats that used the beck to ferry cargo to and from town. The volunteers spoke 

knowledgeably and passionately about their subject and clearly put many hours of hard work into 

the project. 
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The recycling throughout is good, with and an interesting and informative presentation. It is good 

that this information is taken out to schools and the 59% recycling achieved is impressive. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Generally across the town street furniture is well looked after but there are some areas that would 

benefit from a rolling programme of maintenance. 

We look forward to seeing the new proposed interpretation boards at Little Syntan. 

 

Would it be possible to tap into work that we are sure is already being done in identifying trees and 

shrubs on the canal banks and linking it to surveys of the wildlife using the habitats? 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Fire and Rescue Service are to be congratulated on the holistic role they play in the life of the 

town.  The community at Find2 are doing a great job led by Richard and his helpers who clearly 

demonstrated how much enjoyment they got from both the allotment at Sparkmill and at the Find2 

base. They are obviously a happy crew even in the rain! 

 

Clearly there are a number of amazing volunteers across the town and we would like to commend 

Margaret at the allotment for her leadership and work with youngsters and Mary at the Minister for 

her wonderful floral baskets. 

The shop at the allotment provides a good service for all its members. (Membership is available to 

everyone.)  Beverly Beck is now very well used by many people and groups. Trips on Syntan are 

obviously enjoyable for all, and a good way of promoting the whole project.  Publicity is good with 

good representation from the local media and press. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The Beverly in Bloom which now has some new interested members does well, and next year the 

judges will look forward to hearing of the progress.  More evidence of work with schools and young 

people would be beneficial and possibly a visit next year. 

 

 

 

Pontefrract                Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

Arriving in Pontefract just a day or so after the famous ‘Liquorice Festival’ it was amazing to see the 

town looking so clean and litter free. The judges where taken on a comprehensive guided tour and 

shown that there was much more to Pontefract than confectionary and horse racing. The delights of 

Valley Gardens and Pontefract Castle together with the children at Larks Hill, pleased the judges on 

this summer’s return visit. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Hanging baskets in Salter Row and the Lionesses troughs brighten the town centre. 

Good to see the participation of the Vaults Pub and Ancient Borough Arms with their splendid flower 

displays and hanging baskets. The redevelopment of the Rose Garden at Friarwood Valley Gardens 

is an absolute delightful place to sit and view the gardens. The Valley Gardens various flower beds 

and tree planting shows a great achievement in such a short period of time. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Many areas of the town centre are distinctly lacking in the floral contribution that was obviously 

apparent in previous years. Now that local authority funding has been removed, other avenues for 

funding should be considered. Working on approaching local businesses and companies for 

sponsorship and funding would only be of benefit to all. With a dedicated In Bloom group - more 

attempt at involving residents and the wider community into the delights of the in bloom efforts in a 

collective way. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

In the year of the Magna Carta, it was great to see the historical connections with John de Lacy and 

the various events that have occurred around the town to celebrate this. The absence of litter in the 

Town Centre was noticeable to all, well done. The developments by the friends of Valley gardens is a 

great asset to the town, with also, the liquorice flower bed and information boards. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Apart from the activity at Pontefract Park, very little was shown to the judges in relation to their 

environmental responsibility. For a future entry, demonstration of resource management, 

conservation, biodiversity will help the entry progress. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

What a delight to visit and meet the after school gardening club at Larks Hill Junior and Infant’s 

School. The knowledge and enthusiasm of these key stage 2 pupils was enlightening, being shown 

their garden and activities and seeing the results of their hard work. The 31 rose beds replanted all 

with sponsorship (and with allocation for three years future maintenance) is just one example of the 

great work of the Friends of Friarwood Valley Garden, demonstrating great achievement within the 

community. The volunteers and committee are an asset to the town for their tireless work and 

projects, well done. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

If there was a separate dedicated in bloom group set up, with a distinct clear focus much more 

could be achieved and more developed, upon the excellent work that has been achieved so for. Use 
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of the RHS Yorkshire in Bloom campaign to publicise and highlight your activities would lift the 

group’s profile, and potentially attract new volunteers and support from the wider community and 

business sector. 
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Category 3: Large Town (35-100K) 
 

Halifax         Silver Gilt Award    
Introduction 

 

Halifax is a very historical and floral town with many interesting buildings and floral features. The 

town centre is going through many changes at the moment with improvements to buildings but this 

will only enhance this entry for the future. Judges particularly impressed by the work of the parks 

department. Manor Heath park, walled garden and park land. Sponsored pocket park on Heath 

Road.  Good use of wildflower mixes on sites difficult to maintain made colourful entrances around 

Halifax. 

 

Barrier boxes at main entrances to Halifax town centre make it an attractive town to visit. As well as 

hanging baskets around the Woolshops shopping centre. A very good visit which make the judges 

want to return.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Manor Heath walled garden. Many interesting floral features.  Floral beds around Halifax are very 

good. Well designed. Good to see more permanent planting being incorporated into some beds.  

Wildflower mixes along central reservations are very good.  Godfrey Road allotments are well used. 

The new disabled garden at the entrance is very good and can see it being expanded. Shopping 

areas are very colourful with barrier boxes and hanging baskets.  Well maintained green open 

spaces.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Very difficult this one; Continue to improve entrances and corridors into Halifax. 

Shrub border down to Minster would benefit from more interesting plants to make entrance more 

inviting to visitors. Would have been good to walk round more of central area and seen more 

business with floral attractions.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Good wildlife corridors around Halifax.  Local heritage in Halifax is very good. Good to see it being 

retained and restored for the future. Links between the heritage features of Halifax well signposted 

with good access.  Street furniture in appropriate places and in good condition.  Recycling by 

businesses and at The Woolshops very good and across Halifax improving all the time.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Litter is an issue behind The Woolshops but difficult to keep under control in such a big area.  
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Good community involvement. Worthwhile projects going on all round Halifax. These are run by 

friends and volunteer groups but given support by parks. Bloom initiative supported by local 

businesses who see its benefit in the area.  Halifax in Bloom is well advertised around the shopping 

areas.  More communities getting on board can only help for future.  Good presentation at 

beginning of route as well as informative portfolio.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

To continue with bloom initiative within Halifax and get further support.  

 

 

Harrogate                Gold Award       Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Harrogate is a lovely spa town and the bloom group work hard throughout the year with Harrogate 

Borough Council and many other organisations to ensure the town looks good all year round. The 

judges were given a warm welcome by members of Harrogate in Bloom and were given a short 

presentation of some of the work being done across the town. A comprehensive portfolio had been 

sent out in advance of the judging day to provide background information. The judging route was 

well planned and involved representatives from many of the groups that all work closely together to 

make Harrogate such a lovely place to live and visit.  

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The maintenance of the parks and public spaces was to a very high standard and it was good to see 

a mix of seasonal and sustainable planting schemes to attract bees and pollinating insects. In the 

Valley Gardens the work done around the newly refurbished old magnesia well in partnership with 

the Friends of the Valley Gardens and HBC has greatly improved and opened up an area that was 

previously hidden behind overgrown shrubs. As the new planting matures it will only get better. It 

was encouraging to see so many different community groups, organisations and businesses 

supporting the Bloom initiative in and around the town.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The new stained glass panel in the bed at the top of Montpellier is a very attractive feature. 

Consider adding or replacing some of the plants around this new feature so that the colour palette 

blends more with the warm hues of the stone and stained glass, to further enhance the corner.  At 

the entrance to the TIC the planting is very attractive, but consider including a few brighter or 

variegated plants to lighten up this natural dark area.  
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

From the tour of Harrogate it is evident that the environment, conservation and biodiversity are very 

important and taken seriously by all of the groups and HBC. Recycling of garden waste is widely 

practiced and old materials are also re-used were possible in the construction or new garden 

features. The natural areas we visited (Rossett Nature Reserve, Hookstone Wood & The Pinewoods 

were maintained sympathetically to a high standard to provide natural habitats for wildlife, but also 

to allow the public access to these areas. The work done by the volunteers is so valuable and 

important. There is good awareness of the importance of collecting rainwater across the various 

sites. It was encouraging to see so much pride in the history and heritage of the town.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Consider cutting some of the grass pathways a little wider around some of the natural areas as they 

were encroaching with grass, nettles etc. More interpretation boards could be used in a few places. 

For example at Rossett Nature Reserve there could be one by the pond explaining the importance of 

creating the correct habitat for newts and natural species and why not to include foreign species 

such as gold fish.    

 

Planning ahead, consider future maintenance of natural areas to manage brambles and seedling 

ash trees.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Thorough the tour we met so many enthusiastic people that are all working to a common aim. The 

Team Harrogate initiative which is designed to bring groups together is an excellent ideal and 

appears to be working very well. As well as smaller community groups, HiB are also working with 

larger organisations such as HBC, The Harrogate Flower Shows, The Great Yorkshire show and RHS 

Harlow Carr.  

 

The notice board in the Valley Gardens is a great way of communicating with the many visitors to 

the park about what is happening around the district.  All the sites, including the allotment group, 

Woodlands Methodist Church, St. Peter’s Church and the various Friends groups are all pro-active 

and working within the community and being totally inclusive. It is also good to see businesses in 

and around the town helping and supporting Harrogate in Bloom.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It is good to see schools involved in HiB, but it would also be good to try and encourage more 

teenagers to get involved through schools or possibly by approaching local sports clubs to ask for 

assistance in community projects.  

 

Would it be possible to have a ‘fun day’ aimed at young people where they can get involved in 

activities such as Balsam bashing or working on allotments to introduce them to community 

participation?  
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Keighley       Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

Keighley is a town of contrast with its fine Victorian millstone grit buildings and contemporary 

shopping precinct. The tour introduced unexpected highlights such as the Sunflower Allotment 

Society and children’s vegetable growing activities at St Anne’s School. The level of commitment 

and enthusiasm seen from all the contributors to the entry was commendable and deserves praise. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The sheer diversity of plant display methods and containers showing a kaleidoscope of bright 

colours seen throughout the entry, showed endeavour and enterprise even where the quality of 

display had room for improvement. The garden at The Knowle was a joy to visit and the result of 

many years of dedicated care and effort, well done to all involved.  The number and quality of floral 

display seen at both the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway and the Airedale Shopping Centre needs 

special mention. They contribute considerably to each visitors experience and well worth the effort 

involved. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Increased use of perennial plants in many of the containers and troughs and a reduced reliance on 

seasonal plantings will help stretch limited resources and help with all year round display. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The completed and programmed refurbishment work to the historic buildings in the town centre is 

to be congratulated and will ensure future generations will have links to Keighley’s past.   The 

recycling work being undertaken at the Airedale Shopping Centre was noteworthy as was the work 

being carried out at the local authority’s landscape depot.  With the exception of only one or two 

minor sites the town was clean and litter free. A testament to the hard work from a wide section of 

the community who are taking action to keep Keighley litter free. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The opportunity to see more of the conservation and biodiversity work being carried out in the town 

should ideally be included in future tours. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The children at St Anne’s Catholic Primary School simply couldn’t have been more enthusiastic or 

involved with their garden projects, and showed a level of knowledge and awareness that deserves 

special mention. It was a fine example of the standard of community participation seen in many 

areas of Keighley and can only be encouraged.   The dementia friendly garden initiative being 
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developed near Church Street via a number of contributing agencies working together, all for a 

segment of the wider population often neglected. This will certainly raise awareness of this disease 

and Keighley in Bloom as a participating partner are to be congratulated. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The absence of future funding from the local authority for the Keighley in Bloom initiative will need 

to be addressed. Early focus on this principal issue must be made to ensure next year’s programme 

and initiatives are able to go forward. 
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Category 4: City 
 

 

Kingston-upon-Hull        Silver Award     Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

The judges were impressed with the historical and the diversity of the many communities shown to 

the judges on judging day. Kingston upon Hull clearly has a strong sense of community pride for the 

city and with it being the European city of culture in 2017 will only galvanise that sense of 

community pride. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The floral displays at Queens’s gardens (rose bowl) were colourful and nicely complemented by the 

central water feature.  The many public houses and business areas displaying summer floral colour 

such as the Bonny Boat complemented the city areas nicely.   Newington primary and the Rainbow 

garden were both very well maintained and a credit to all involved.  The many floral displays and the 

allotment bed within the town centre were well maintained. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

More consideration should be given to the route as the maintenance standards differed around the 

judging route.  Carry on with the plans to revitalise Queens Park.  Carryon supporting the many 

friends of groups and helping them with funding to further develop areas such as Pickering Park 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Wiltshire Road Recycling centre was very impressive with a 100% reported site recycling rate.  

Bakersville allotments were of really good quality and the plots managed for people recovering from 

mental health issues by the NHS were well maintained for both food production and to improving 

bio-diversity. The Pickering Orchid was very impressive with over 400 fruit trees of 22 different 

varieties and a wildlife garden hidden just off a busy road. All involved disserve credit for their 

achievements and commitment to the scheme.  

 

All the interpretation signs and notice boards were very informative which help visitors experience 

there surrounds and bring the city to life.  Good to see the old dockland areas of the city from 

Nelson Pier onwards gave you an insight of the old city.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Some of the street furniture needed a bit of TLC and or replacing, which would improve the public’s 

ownership of the green spaces.  The route was at times littered with both old and fresh litter, the 

judges appreciate the new litter is hard to control but consideration should be given to the judging 

route.  Carry-on with plans for the city rebranding for 2017 city of culture and use this a stepping 

stone to revamp some of the historical features within the city.   Include more local groups to help 

the in bloom campaign such as church group and the Rotary club. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The funding that has been generated for community groups such as Pickering Park and the rainbow 

garden project was good to see.  The evidence that Hull in bloom hosts a best garden and allotment 

completion show’s a good year round commitment to the in bloom brand.  The work being carried 

out with the many community groups has to be commended.  It was good to read in the portfolio 

that Bransholme schools held their own schools in bloom competition with 14 schools being judged 

over 2 days. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Would have been good to meet other members of the in bloom committee and representatives of 

the Hull in bloom award winners 2014. Look into sponsorship (in kind) of local community groups 

via businesses the Newlands traders association is a good model to adopt.  Carry on with plans for 

the HLF revamp of Pearson Park Bridge and cafe. 
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Category 4A: Town/City Centres/BID 
 

Barnsley         Gold Award     Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

We were given a brief by officers from the council on the bio diversity which is taking place in and 

around the town centre sites. It was good to hear from the events team on the numbers of events 

organised within the shopping area to stimulate increased visitors to the town. The market stalls in 

the precinct seem to have been well received by the local residents and visitors and the car parking 

concessions are proving popular to get more customers and shoppers to the town centre at 

weekends. 

 

The floral features on numerous sites around the town centre together with sustainable planting 

added to the visitor experience. The conversion of the Town Hall to a museum and redevelopment of 

Shamble Street with new six form college and the Barnsley pals centenary square enhanced the 

visitor experience of the town.  

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The use of sustainable planting on numerous sites provided colour and form throughout the town 

centre (pinfold steps). The retention of the hanging baskets in the precinct and town centre areas 

was important for the entry. The Town Hall Gardens were to the usual high standard of colour and 

floral quality. It was good to see two traditionally planted carpet bedding displays depicting local 

anniversaries and staff retaining the skill to plant out such integrated designs. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Some shrub beds will need replanting in Copper Gardens and if this can be done with a programme 

of relaying the stone footpaths it will add new life and quality to the gardens. The fine turf areas of 

grass in front of the town hall requires some selective weed control to remove pockets of weed from 

the grass sward and if this was achieved with similar quality of bedding the gardens would be get 

customers for the shopping experience of the town magnificent and one of the best municipal 

displays in the region.  It would also be good to involve the maintenance staff more in the future 

designs and selection of plant types as they have got years of experience and skills which are not 

been maximised.  

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to see that the town had started to promote and market its historic founders and build 

on local history of the area. The lining industry, Hidden Barnsley and the James Hudson Taylor Trail 

were good examples of the towns historic past.  

 

There are good positive partnerships being developed with local business, chamber of trade Civic 

trust and markets to move the town forward. We were able to view the latest town centre re 

development plans and it was good to see the care being taken to consult and modify appropriately 
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plans going forward which will make positive improvements for the shopping experience of the town 

and help with the regeneration of the local economy. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It is important that the standards of maintenance which we have seen on our town centre tour are 

rolled out to the rest of the town centre areas particularly in terms of litter, graffiti and shrub bed 

maintenance. The visitor experience is essential to get shoppers to continue to use the town centre 

and visitors to return.  The footpaths in Copper Gardens need relaying to improve safety and if this 

and some shrub bed were replanted these will improve the quality of this important site.  The use of 

Remedi organisation with young offenders could also repaint the fencing and gate to the gardens as 

they have already carried out some valuable restoration works in Town End Park (Sparrow Park). 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The landscaping around the new six form town centre college will offer further opportunities to 

develop quality green space within the town centre area and will generate use from nearby offices.  

The partnership work with the Alhambra Shopping Centre and local schools to clear out over grown 

shrub beds and regenerate the planting at Sheffield Road under pass has made a positive 

improvement and approach for visitors using the areas. Plans for future spring flowering bulbs will 

enhance this further.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The Cycling National Circuit Race Championship events to be held in the town centre in the future 

will stimulate interest in the boroughs cycling routes and it is important that the town centre major 

redevelopment looks at ways to link cycle routes in to the master planning process.  The creation of 

more small independent shops will benefit the town centre in future. The program of specialist 

markets love your market promotions and encouraging local food producers and start up business 

the opportunity to sell their creations are to be commended and could be further expanded. 

 

 

Hull (Kingston-upon) BID      Silver Gilt Award      
Introduction 

 

The briefing by the City Councils planning officer and events team outlined exciting plans for the 

city of culture in 2017. The proposal will improve and provide a wide range of enhancements for the 

city centre and will be challenging to achieve in a short timescale.  The proposals to build on the 

cities rich historical heritage will provide events for all and should attract many thousands of extra 

visitors to the city and the local economy.  The tour of the city centre took in many of the cities key 

sites and outlined the unique visitor package which the city is trying to develop. The tour ended at 

the magnificent Queens Gardens which has to be one of the cities key events sites.  
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Wilberforce museum gardens were colourful and are well received by visitors who can then 

make their way down the narrow cobbled streets to the city centre. 

The Bedding displays in Queens Gardens were up to the very high standards and the colour 

combinations and quality of plant material were very well presented. The area was litter free and it 

was good to see shoppers and visitors experience the gardens in the summer sunshine at the time 

of our visit  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

There will be a great opportunity to added more sustainable and colourful planting to the city centre 

areas as part of the re paving of the city centre which is due to start shortly. The work will allow the 

replanting of street trees and removal of some mature and old trees which will open up new vistas 

and let more light in to the busy streets. This will benefit the café culture in some areas and 

increase footfall to others. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Scale lane new bridge will offer walking and cycling link between the Deep tourist attraction 

and city centre and when this is signed and completed will allow visitors to cross the river and 

access the city centre shops.  The Skyride event held within the city was well received and offers a 

template for future events and activities to the city centre in the build up to the city of culture. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The refurbishment of the city centre should ensure that the links back to the Princess Quays 

shopping centre and marina are not lost as the completion of the new inter changes seems to have 

moved the footfall away from the area. 

The city of culture will open up new areas of the city and revitalise the many historic squares.  

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was good to see that there was strong links with city centre businesses and there were a number 

of shops which had enhanced their premises with flowers and containers. Local pubs around the 

city centre had some baskets and blooms. The city centre buildings and squares offers great 

opportunities for the in bloom initiative to make the city more colourful during the summer period. 

This will enhance the visitor experience and increase repeat visits which will benefit the local 

economy.  
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Areas for Improvement 

 

The resurfacing works in the city centre which are about to start will be a challenge to avoid wide 

spread disruption to businesses and a great deal of consultation and communications will be 

require to deliver this project to the timescales of the city of culture launch. We would have liked to 

see more floral features in the city centre and hope that the refurbishment works will achieve this 

which will than act as a spring board to publicise the benefits of the in bloom initiative within the 

city. 
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Category 5A: Coastal Resort A 
 

Filey           Gold Award     Category Winner 
Introduction 

 

Keep Filey Smiley announces Filey in Bloom and the judges were certainly kept smiley on this visit. 

Around every corner there was yet another floral display, sustainable planting or enthusiastic 

volunteers for the judges to see. It was clear to see the enjoyment of both visitors and residents as 

we toured the town. 

 

Filey's heritage is all about its maritime coast and fishing industry but there is much more which is 

now being displayed to great effect.  

 

The Best Kept garden competition will not be an easy decision for those judges as there were many 

good gardens to be seen. The natural heritage is also being cared for and made accessible and the 

number of groups all working to benefit the town is commendable.  A very pleasant judging tour. 

 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The maintenance of the parks and public spaces was to a very high standard and there were 

colourful displays throughout the town. It was good to see a mix of seasonal and sustainable 

planting schemes and also a vegetable bed. There were a variety of innovative features such as the 

brick maze and sculptures thoughtfully positioned, and the hedge bottoms at Crescent gardens 

were weed and litter free and the grass neatly edged. 

 

Residential gardens were very good and the allotment site, church and school a delight to visit. A 

good number of businesses have their own floral displays and sponsor FiB. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

The white geranium in the top of begonia hanging baskets was out of place, a toning colour may 

have been a better choice.  Take care to restrict the predominance of mint in the herb bed as it will 

quickly spread and suffocate other herbs, introduction of some other varieties would add to this 

display.  Labelling/interpretation board in vegetable bed would add interest by identifying 

vegetables as they grow, possibly add information e.g. when to harvest.  A raised bed of sleepers at 

the railway will enhance the model train area, perhaps a sloping or tiered bed would enable good 

view of planting. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The visit to Filey Dams Nature Reserve was enlightening and the area is well cared for by the 

volunteers and a haven for wildlife. Pathways have been renewed and there is wheelchair access 

and young people groups are encouraged to visit and also get involved.  

 



69 

 

Recycling is positively encouraged and shrub prunings are chipped and used on beds by the group.  

The bloom group meet regularly to tend to street furniture, litter pick and clean seating and the 

addition of interpretation boards gives good information on heritage and history.  Throughout Filey 

there are many references to local history including a reminder that the beach was used as an 

airstrip.  

 

The hard landscaping particularly at Northcliff Gardens with roped edging and paving add to the 

sense of pride of place.  The friends of Filey Parks are working to increase awareness of natural 

heritage. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

There were occasional seats which required removal of debris/moss from underneath.  Try to find 

further places where water collection from roofs could be encouraged.  It would be a feature for the 

mural on greenhouse wall to be undertaken and would have impact at this site.  Further involve 

young people in preparing wildlife habitats and planting of bulbs. 

 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

Throughout the tour we met many enthusiastic people who are all working with a common aim 

which benefits all the community by sharing skills and knowledge. There is good communication 

between groups and local press are kept informed of events.  Year round involvement is evident not 

only from the timetable but evidenced by achievement. In addition to the valuable sponsorship and 

support by the council and businesses there are other events which raise awareness whilst having 

fun and fund raising. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

It is good to see schools involved perhaps other youth organisations like sports groups could be 

involved in specific projects.  Could a "fun" day be planned perhaps themed round a plant swap this 

may also provide additional material for the school garden. 

 

 

Hornsea                Silver Award      
Introduction 

 

We were warmly welcomed by the Bloom Group, members of Hornsea Council and the Chamber of 

Trade to this lovely seaside resort.  Hornsea is a well known seaside town once known for its pottery 

production and home to Yorkshires largest known freshwater lake and also marks the eastern end 

of the Trans Pennine trail from Hallgarth Park with its new exercise equipment to the refurbished 

Floral Hall.  It is clear that there is a good deal of pride in the town and determination too. 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

 

It was a pleasure to see that Hornsea had managed to achieve some quality and colourful hanging 

baskets throughout the Town, as the poor Spring weather holds back plants.  The allotments looked 
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clean, tidy and productive.  Morrow Avenue Sunken Garden had a lot of colour and is a lovely place 

to unwind.  It is a credit to everyone involved in the maintenance and planting. Freeport (pottery 

site) has a good mix of sustainable and seasonal planting and it is good to see a good mix of native 

trees planted throughout the overflow car park.  Hallgarth Park was well tended and generally litter 

free and the exercise equipment was being well used.  

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to develop links with the school it will give you future growth and potential. 

The roundabouts will benefit you putting pole baskets there and add to the floral effect in the Town.  

Sustainable planting is a good idea as it will save time and money in future years and will also add 

all year round interest.  The flower beds round the Floral Hall may need rethinking and look to plant 

easy maintenance sustainable planting.  

 

More watering is required to establish plants as with the boat bed by the cafe. There may be a good 

opportunity the develop links with the Railway Club to incorporate granite from the old railway 

turntable at this site.  At Morrow Avenue Gardens consider utilising shrubs with a membrane to 

increase sustainability and reduce the need for weeding. Perhaps seeking advice on a planting 

scheme as knowledgeable advice would be beneficial over the long term. 

 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

 

There was evidence of recycling at the allotments. The feeling of heritage around Hornsea is of 

quality interpretation in places as a source of information.  Some street furniture appears to be 

under good management but not all generally. Generally Hornsea was clean and tidy. The council's 

maintenance team must be commended for their enthusiasm, initiative and creativity in their work 

around the Town. 

 

The improvement at the entrance to Hallgarth Park with new walling and creating a more welcoming 

entrance. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Some street furniture would benefit from refurbishment.  Some flower troughs also need attention.  

The introduction of more interpretation boards would be helpful especially at Hallgarth Park Car 

Park to include a map of the locality. Increase water collection to enable watering at sites such as 

the Floral Hall.  Aim to involve Schools or Youth organisations to make further artificial habitats and 

boxes to be placed round the district. 

 

Consider using new raised plants of a good size to be efficient in water conservation which would 

be an improvement at the cemetery. When planting anything new try to think in terms of conserving 

the environment. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

 

The Bloom Group awareness is very good and needs to be developed through linking to other groups 

in the Town. They also do fund raising with various organisations across the Town.  Local 

businesses support is to be commended. 

The contribution from the public such as the donation of the Seagull for the mast on boat flowerbed 

shows interest and inclusion.  We would also commend the hard work done by the small band of 

volunteers - namely six members if the Bloom Group in such a large area. 

 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Continue to seek out new volunteers. We know this is not easy but it would help existing volunteers 

to spread the workload.  Continue to develop the Best Kept Gardens competition as this is a really 

good way to involve groups and the local community and encourage future volunteers.  Consider 

requesting help and guidance from other Bloom Groups or the Council for suggestions on judging 

route organisation. It would be good to meet more of the volunteers on the tour at their place of 

interest. Could some young people be involved with assisting with raising the profile by utilising 

Website or local social media? 

  


