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Hello!
News from around the Region
Beeston in Bloom

There hasn’t been a lot to shout about this year,
but trying to make the best of what’s happened,
we thought we’d share with you some of our
latest projects.

Through our work
maintaining the Miners
Memorial in Beeston
Cemetery, it became
clear that residents –
old and new – were
unaware of the
importance of coal mining in our past. So, with funding
from a grant from Leeds Parks Fund, we commissioned
a new information board. An artist used an old map
and material provided by Beeston History Society and
once lockdown was eased in July the sign was
ordered. We recently finished off the project by
surrounding the sign with a gravel border, with the
help of volunteers from the Mosaic Church.
We’ve installed a new
bench in Cross Flatts
Park. Using our funds
and money raised
from plant sales we
think this has made a
cheerful addition to
our area in the park.
The bench depicts
flowers, butterflies and bees and faces the Watsonia
Pavilion.
Lastly there’s the recently planted Tommy Wass
troughs. When
the council
nursery closed
down earlier
this year we
were unable
to provide hanging baskets and barrier troughs in
summer. So, we were determined to make sure that
there was some welcome colour as winter approaches.
We’ve planted bulbs and bedding plants in the troughs
that are now displayed at the Tommy Wass junction.
Thanks to Linda Stanley Beeston in Bloom
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It's such a magical time of year in the garden,
as wildlife is busy preparing for winter and
glittering frost shimmers in the morning sun. I
have found more so this year, a celebration and
a sensory delight as plants bring colour and
texture to the garden during the coldest and
darkest months.
As the days shorten and it starts to get chilly
it's tempting to retire your garden for the
winter – but there's still some warmth in the
soil, and there's still time to get those last
minute tulips planted. With the winter planting
done, it’s time for the anticipated excitement
we always feel every year looking forward to
seeing those newly planted bulbs coming into
fruition in the spring.
As this unprecedented year comes to an end, it
remains for us to look forward to the spring,
new year and new adventures. Remain
positive, stay positive and above all stay safe.
On behalf of all at RHS Yorkshire in Bloom,
Have A Safe and Happy Christmas.
As always, you can send this newsletter on to
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends.
Best Regards

John

Co-Ordinator
YiB

Sanstone Rock
Garden RHS Harlow
Carr November 2020
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News from around the Region

Scholes in Bloom

Photos of some of the Friends of Brighouse Station
observing the social distancing regulations during and
after planting the winter displays around the station.
Unlike many other stations they take pride in having
both winter and summer colour.

As the days are getting shorter and darker, with
the weather colder and wetter and Covid 19 is
putting us all in a worrying and depressing
situation, we all really need something to look
forward to.
The end of October saw the delivery of the Spring
bedding plants. Prior to this, the lack of summer
floral displays gave us the opportunity to give all
the beds a really
good mulching and
prepare them for
planting.
We were blessed
with two fine days
the end of which
saw all the beds
and planters filled
with lovely healthy
plants. This was
thanks to the many
supporters who turned out, in these difficult times,
but with good organisation were able to maintain
social distancing. Scholes can now looking forward
to the cheerful colourful displays of Spring.

A Simple but Effective Idea for Summer
2020

Kirkby Malzeard in Bloom announced –
Gwynneth Jackson, a stalwart supporter of Yorkshire in
Bloom, passed away peacefully this summer, aged 91.
Gwynneth founded the In -Bloom group in Kirkby
Malzeard in 1989. With Gwynneth’s
endless help, the group went on to
achieve great success in the
competition. Kirkby in Bloom is now
an important village institution
looking after the community garden,
many tubs and troughs, wild flower
verges, benches, organising village
tidy-ups, litter picks and other village
events. In memory of Gwynneth over
£900 has been donated to Kirkby in Bloom. We have
decided to use the money to install a new bench in the
village Jubilee Garden and to plant fruit trees in the
village and at the school. We think she would like
that.
Pippa Manson, Kirkby in Bloom

Last summer some old flower pots and containers
were due to be sent to the tip but one very
resourceful lady discovered this and was able to
obtain them for
recycling by
Scholes in Bloom.
She them painted
them in rainbow
colours and added
“Scholes in
Bloom”.
They were then distributed so they could be filled
with plants and placed in
strategic places throughout
the village. They really
did look stunning with
many lovely
comments.
Well done Larraine.
Supplied by Jane Macaulay
Scholes in Bloom

Kirkwood Hospice
Well, what a year it has been! Let us hope all who
are reading this are keeping in good health.
The gardens have become even more special over
these torrid challenging months and I am sure all
of us have enjoyed spending time in our own
gardens, caring for and developing them during
lockdown. It was lovely to hear that the volunteers
were allowed back to the hospice garden.
At first glance, it was wonderful to see how the
garden had fared over our absent months.
Hydrangea ‘Annabel’ was in full bloom with her
usual blousy stance. Our grasses and perennials
although not pruned still stood graciously in their
borders. Growth generally around the garden
appeared quite vigorous, particularly (as we soon
found out) the weeds!
We all soon got up to speed attacking the weeds
and continue to keep doing so. We are working our
way around the whole
garden, neatening, clearing,
splitting, and removing ‘past
their sell by date’ roses and
shrubs, making room for new
and exciting ones. We are
extending borders and
developing new ideas for them. These borders and
planters must work hard for their places. It is up to
us all to make sure we have the ‘right plant, right
place’!
It’s easy to keep the garden as it is, but already as can
be seen, just
little changes
like extending
and widening
borders
enhance their
space and keep
you wondering
about what’s
next to see!
Article submitted by Susan Wood and written by Volunteer
Gardener Linda Roberts, Kirkwood Hospice.

Email: admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk

It’s hard to pinpoint favourite plants and areas
around the garden, but I do think our main
Herbaceous Perennial border always steals the
show.
Gardens need change and continual
development to keep them looking fresh,
interesting and
invigorating.
Still, the plan is to
create something
that is in flower or
of interest for the
whole of the year.
I think we are getting very close but we still
have masses and masses to do.
Our Light up a Life border is still to be planted
and that has been delayed because of COVID
but plans are in place to get this sorted for
the annual event in December
We are a mixed bunch of volunteers from all
professions all working and contributing in
harmony and passion to develop our
wonderful garden. Many plants and seedlings
come from our own gardens to help fill and
develop these ever growing borders!
It is sometimes said that walking around a
garden takes you on a journey, I believe The
Kirkwood garden can do that. It is lovely
when patients and their families come out into
the garden and tell us how it
Brings so much pleasure
and lifts their spirits in
what are often difficult
and trying times for
them. It makes all our
efforts worthwhile
and we are all the
more determined to
help make a difference
to all those who visit it.
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Hope Pastures Horse and
Donkey Sanctuary has a
hidden secret.
A Secret Garden in fact!
The Secret Garden follows a short
winding pathway up the side of the site.
It's so well hidden that new visitors to
the site would little dream that they are
standing next to the entrance of a cool
green oasis of calm.
Once through the archway the path
winds through trees and shrubs and
leads to a peaceful, secluded space to sit
under a leafy harbour and let the calm of
nature sooth and relax. Even on the
hottest days there is cool shade as
branches meet overhead and form a cool
leafy tunnel. In autumn leaf clearing is a
mammoth task but the leaves are
particularly
colourful and
freshly fallen leaf
cover adds even
more to the
charm of the site.
Our whole sanctuary aims to be wildlife
friendly and we especially want to
encourage wildlife in the garden. We
create features which provide homes and
shelter for hedgehogs, birds and mini
beasts of all kinds. It is our hope that we
can demonstrate to our visitor’s ideas
which they themselves can try in their
own gardens. To provide shelter and
winter resting places we have stone and
rock piles, stick piles, leaf piles and
bundles of hollow grass and plant stems,
together with a new bug hotel and bird
boxes in our trees. We have plenty of
thick evergreens and ivy for roosting
places and we know wrens live in the old
wall which runs along the road side.

We are very anxious to make the ethos of our site
continue through the garden and so our visitors find art
installations made from materials used around the
sanctuary, such as the vintage
stirrups and bits decorating the
Stirrup Tree at the start of the
garden walk, our horse shoe tree
and decorations made from saddles,
bridles and hay nets. Visitors can
even relax on our feature seat which
is completely made from horseshoes. We want our visitors
to feel part of the garden so we have installed a decorated
Memory Tree where people can write
their favourite memories of the site
and hang them in its branches.
As all gardens should be our secret
garden is very much a work in
progress and we aim to develop
planting very much in keeping with the
atmosphere of the garden, featuring
planting as close as possible to British
native woodland edges. We are also aiming to continue
encouraging wildlife by providing early nectar sources
such as Mahonia, witch hazel and Viburnum Tinus
together with lots of pulmonaria.
Of course our garden plays a big part in everything we do
on site and recently as part of our Halloween celebrations
it hosted a pumpkin lantern competition where local
children brought the lanterns they had carved and
displayed them in the garden with the winners getting free
adoptions of our animals.
Right now we are getting ready to
install a letter box where children
can post letters to Santa and of
course receive a reply. In fact a
whole year's programme of events
are centred around this special
place.
We are very proud of our
Secret Garden and we are
especially proud when we
hear our visitors tell us
how much it has added
to the pleasure of their
visit and we hope and
aim to make it better
and better as time
goes on.

It's time to deck the halls!

Christmas is the perfect time to
brighten up your home with
festive foliage, colour and scent!
Here are our top festive floral delights

Bulbs for Christmas flowering
Enjoy the intoxicating fragrance of
hyacinths and the dramatic blooms of
amaryllis (Hippeastrum), 'Paper White'
daffodils and other bulbs for Christmas
and New Year. These bulbs are readily
available and easy to grow in just a few
months.
When to plant
To be in flower for Christmas planting
must be done ahead of time;
Hyacinths: The exact timings for
hyacinths will vary
according to the cultivar.
For example, ‘Pink Pearl’
needs 10 weeks of cool
conditions followed by 22
days indoors to reach
flowering stage (so buy
pre pared bulbs now), while ‘Anna Marie’
needs only 8 weeks cool and 18 days
inside to bloom (plant 12 October). Low
temperatures will delay development so
some experimentation may be needed
with each cultivar
Hippeastrum (amaryllis): Plant
Hippeastrum in October for
flowers at Christmas – they
take about 10 weeks from
planting to flowering, or
buy pre pared and
sprouted bulbs or ones
already potted and
growing.
Daffodils: such as Narcissus ‘Paper
White’, are also planted
in September. Their
natural flowering period is
January or February, but
good quality bulbs will
flower in 6 to 10 weeks
from planting

How to grow bulbs for Christmas
This method is the same for all forced bulbs, apart from
the alternative ways mentioned below:
To have hyacinths in flower for the Christmas period make
sure you buy bulbs labelled 'prepared'.
You may wish to wear gloves when handling the bulbs as
hyacinths can cause skin irritation.
The simplest compost to choose is bulb fibre, especially if
the container has no drainage holes. Alternatively, a soilbased or soilless compost can be used, provided it has a
good, open texture and is moisture-retentive but freedraining. It is not necessary to use a fertiliser-rich growing
medium or to feed the bulbs after planting.
Wet the fibre or compost first and place a layer in the
bottom of the bowl or pot.
Set the bulbs on the fibre or compost. They can be close
together, but not touching each other or the sides of the
container.
Fill around the bulbs with more fibre or compost, leaving
about 1cm (½in) between the compost surface and the
container rim to aid watering.
The tops of the bulbs should just be showing at the
surface.
'Forcing' the bulbs to flower at Christmas
After planting, the bulbs need a dark and cool period
(ideally 9°C/48°F) to encourage the development of a
good root system.
Method 1
Place the potted bulbs in a black polythene bag and stand
them in a cellar or dark corner of a shed or garage
Check regularly and water if there are signs that the
growing medium is drying out or that the vase needs
topping up.
Bowls or pots without drainage holes should be tipped on
their sides for a while after watering to allow the excess to
run out
Method 2
Place the potted bulbs in a cool, sunless situation
outdoors, such as against a north-facing wall or fence
Cover them with 15cm (6in) of bark or compost.
There will be less risk of worms entering the containers if
the containers are set on a firm base, such as pieces of
slate or old paving slabs
Growing hyacinths in bulb vases
This is an alternative method for growing hyacinths. The
bulb should be slightly smaller in diameter than the vase
so that it sits snugly in the vase. Fill the glass with water to
the neck and then place the
bulb in the top. The water level
should be just below the
bottom of the bulb. The
plant can then be treated in
the same way as potted
hyacinths (below).

After flowering

Forcing Narcissus ‘Paper White’
Buy bulbs sold for growing as pot plants
indoors. Plant several bulbs per pot, with
their tips just below the surface.
Use any good multi-purpose compost or
bulb fibre. Water well and leave on a
warm, sunny
windowsill
Be ready to
support plants as
they can get
lanky
After blooming,
leave in a frostfree place to die
down and plant
outdoors in a
sheltered, sunny spot
Bringing bulbs into flower
Your bulbs need to be at a certain stage
of development before they can be
brought inside for display. Here are
some guidelines;
When roots have developed and the
shoots are 4-5cm long (1½-2in), the pots
can be brought indoors.
Initially, bring pots into a cool room away
from bright light to allow the leaves to
green up. Then move them close to a
window in warmer surroundings.
Do not stand them in a draught, or close
to a source of artificial heat, such as on a
shelf above a radiator.
A humid atmosphere is preferred. Stand
pots and vases on shallow trays filled
with gravel that is kept moist, but with the
water level below the base of the pot
If the leaves develop faster than the
flower buds, move the pots to a cooler
place and cover them again to keep
them dark for a day or two, but no longer
than this or the leaves may begin to turn
pale.
Don’t forget to check regularly if the pots
need watering or the vases topping up

Bulbs such as Narcissus 'Paperwhite' and N. 'Bridal
Crown' are not hardy in most parts of the UK, so are best
allowed to dry off and stored for
replanting in containers later in the year.
Allow hyacinths to die down naturally
after flowering and then plant the bulbs
in the garden at twice their own height.
Hippeastrum bulbs can be kept in active
growth for a few months, then rested and brought into
flower again.

Christmas trees
There are several types of
conifer that can be brought
indoors for decorating at
Christmas. Most are
available as cut trees, but
container grown and
containerised trees (dug up
with roots and plunged into
pots) are more
environmentally friendly.
Christmas tree care
Remember to ask your
supplier where the trees come from, and to choose a
locally sourced and grown tree, or one that has at least
been grown in the UK rather than abroad. When displaying
trees indoors, avoid placing them too close to a fire or
radiator, as this will cause excessive moisture loss and
needle drop.
Cut trees
When you get the tree home, saw
2.5cm (1in) off the bottom with a
pruning saw.
Place in a stand with a well of water
in the base. Check daily and top up
the water when the level drops. With
care, cut trees should last about four
weeks
Trees in pots
To reduce stress and damage to living trees, display them
in a cool room. Bring trees indoors as late as possible –
the weekend before Christmas is ideal. Do not keep living
trees in the house any longer than 12 days, but be guided
by the tree. If it looks unhappy, put it back outside. Either
plant the tree out in the garden after Christmas, or (if you
want to bring it indoors again next year) grow it on in a
container, moving it into a bigger pot annually until you
reach the maximum size that can be moved comfortably
(about 45cm (18in) diameter and depth). Soil-based John
Innes No 2 potting media is ideal.
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