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Category      Page No 

1A   Small Village     3  -  9 

Bradfield,  Clayton,  Ecclesfield,  Esholt,  Ledston,  Mill Bank 

1B  Village      10  - 17 

East Morton,  Flixton and Folkton, Grassington, Kirkby Malzeard,  Luddenden,  Upper Hopton,  Wawne 

1C  Large Village     18 - 32 

Barwick,  Bramham,  Great & Little Preston,  Grenoside,  Haxby,  Micklefield,  Nafferton,  Ripponden,  
Scholes,  Shadwell,  Thornton,  Wilberfoss 

2A  Urban Community     33 - 45 

Allerton Bywater,  Beeston,  Birstall,  Bramhope,  Calverley,  Elland,  Holbeck,  Owlthorpe,  Sowerby 
Briidge,  Starbeck,  Woodlesford 

2B  Small Town     46 - 58 

Bishopthorpe,  Dunnington,  Holmfirth,  Hunmanby,  Kirkbymoorside,  Menston,  Messingham,  Pickering,  
Shipley town centre,  Swillington, Upper Poppleton and nether Poppleton 

2C  Town      59 – 72 

Elloughton cum Brough,  Garforth,  Horsforth,  Ilkley,  Morley,  Newby and Scalby,  Northallerton,  Otley,  
Pocklington,  Rothwell,  Skipton,  Todmorden 

2D  Large Town/Small City (up to 35k pop)  73 - 78 

Beverley,  Goole,  Pontefract,  Pudsey,  Ripon 

3  Large Town/Small City (up to 100k pop)  79 

Halifax 

4  City       80 - 82 

York,  Kingston upon Hull 

5A  Coastal Resort (below 12k pop)   83 - 85 

Horsea,  Whitby 

5B  Coastal Resort (over 12k pop)   86 

Scarborough 
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Category 1A: Small Village 

Bradfield in Bloom 

Introduction 

The wonderful setting of the villages was enhanced on the day of our visit by wonderful weather. Situated 
on the edge of the peak district it attracts large numbers of visitors. This brings with it issues such as 
parking and litter, the group do well to keep the area litter free as this will be a constant challenge.  
Innovation is would seem to be the factor that drives the group, fund raising by catering at the farmers 
market rewards the hard work with an income. The whole village seems to undertake challenges be it the 
bowlers building a new pavilion or the bloom group clearing the stream and planting an orchard. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The setting and care given to the cricket field and bowls area provide a pleasant heart to the lower village. 
This is enhanced by the planting often on difficult sites of spring flowers including daffodils.  The idea to 
recycle spring bedding plants for future use; and to purchase them from a nursery being established to help 
disabled in to work.  The church yard and the maintenance team of sheep have mown this large and 
difficult area. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider carefully the replacement planting for the triangle in High Bradfield as it is in a busy area careful 
thought will need to be given as to the replacement plan and plant selection.  The Parish council garden 
was due for a spring tidy up to set the area up for summer.  Monitor the bed at the top of the wall by the 
village hall, this will always be a challenge but recent improvements should help with plant establishment. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Cleaning the stream and banking to allow a wider range of plants to grow in a natural setting.  The high 
level of achievement from the activities the group undertakes. Things are well planed and a range of 
projects are proposed to keep developing the area.  New signs around the village provide information and 
add interest for visitors.  The Parish council assistance with mowing the orchard.  The fund raising activities 
of the group. 

Areas for Improvement 

Bradfield is an excellent example of community involvement be it in bloom or other groups.  However the 
group sees the need to gain new members if possible. It may be possible to try to do this on the orchard 
day when a large number of people will be around. Some sort of contact point or way of getting contact 
details could be considered. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 
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To keep the area litter free with such a high number of visitors is hard work, but very effective.  The orchard 
and the development of bee hives and the planting of the edible hedge by children.  Consider perennial 
planting when re developing areas to reduce work load and cost. 

Areas for Improvement 

As the orchard becomes more established information boards or guides could be considered both for the 
orchard and possibly as a guide to other plants and trees in the area. A little like wild life boards but for 
plants.  Continue the idea of the planting/development around the toilet area.   

 

Clayton with Frickley 

Introduction 

Clayton looked stunning in the beautiful spring sunshine. From entering the village, passed the masses of 
daffodils, to seeing the well groomed and colourful gardens and open spaces. The judges found the group 
enthusiastic and knowledgeable and look forward to returning in the summer.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The excellent display of daffodils and spring bulbs throughout the route.  The sustainable planting done by 
Mrs Hilledge at Hall Brig and the beds at the front of the Village Club maintained by the Stewards.  The 
design, planting and upkeep of the millennium green.  The private and residential gardens throughout the 
route were immaculate and a joy to see.  The seasonal planting at the village pump and QV jubilee trough 
added a splash of colour on the route.  Public open spaces were well maintained throughout. 

Areas for Improvement 

Possibility to incorporate a planting area at the back of the village hall, which would enhance the picnic 
area and groomed lawns.  Encourage the village shop to provide a little colour, either seasonal tub or 
hanging basket. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The use of the hooping ring as a feature is to be commended.  The wildflowers and the planting to 
encourage wildlife on the millennium green, and the picturesque village pond and its habitat for wildlife.  
The natural setting of All Saints church and the potential wildlife habitat.  The village and its amenities were 
spotless. 

Areas for Improvement 

Maybe look to give the play equipment on the recreation ground a repaint.  Consideration be given to 
providing an interpretation board on the Millennium green. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Community involvement across the village in commendable. The judges were impressed by the certificate 
display in the village hall, showing many achievements over the years.  The grants received for 
improvements to fencing and hedge planting. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue to communicate their achievements and "in bloom" projects through the village newsletter. 

 

Ecclesfield  

Introduction 

St Mary's church dominates the centre of the village the wonderful building is set off by a very well 
maintained church yard. The bloom group is one of a number in the village, such as the churchyard group 
and conservation group all with the objective of improving the quality of life in Ecclesfield. The bloom group 
seems to tackle projects big and small. The Ladycroft play area and meadow being a good example of the 
work they have carried out. A big project is replanting the square for which funding has been secured, and 
work is due to start in the near future. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The tubs and Jeffcock trough plantings, in the area of the church provide, along with the permanent 
plantings of daffodils a very good display of spring flowers.  The introduction of perennial plants into some 
of the planters and beds is a good idea. The Square re newel project is a big project for the group and 
should enhance the village centre when completed. The work and involvement of the Brownies in planting 
and conservation work provides a good introduction to the natural world. 

Areas for Improvement 

The group may like to consider evaluating the areas that they are working on, with a view to seeing if 
workloads can be reduced and or the impact improved. The issue of planting single daffodils is one of taste 
but a greater impact is achieved with closer planting. There is also the issue that single bulbs in mown 
grass add to the work load of those doing the mowing.  The planted beds at the sheltered housing area 
could possibly do with an increased number of plants, when time/funds allow. The benefit would be that 
close planting could improve the impact and reduce weeds.  Care needs to be taken to maintain the quality 
that is being achieved, and spreading out to more areas may only be desirable with more members. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The conservation of the fountain, the Jeffcock trough the church and the church yard all contribute to the 
local heritage.  The group not only collects litter but also has trained members to enable them to remove 
graffiti.  The restoration of the churchyard benches in recent times involved a lot of work but the results are 
very good.  The information board showing the village history and the leaflet that goes with it. 
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Areas for Improvement 

The wildflower area is very good being in the village but leading to woodland, we feel monitoring will need 
to be carried out to avoid invasive species taking hold.  A mix of possible conservation and horticulture, it 
may be worth trying to increase the height of grass cutting in areas to the rear of the church. The aim would 
be to see if a height/frequency can be found that would avoid the need to rake the very large area, it  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group is well advanced in a number of key areas to be successful in bloom group. This includes 
fundraising by hardworking members with card sales and plant sales. They communicate with residents by 
notice boards and a news letters, along with posters designed by children.  They are very active for the 
whole year with Christmas events, autumn fair and ongoing programme of seeking grants. 

Areas for Improvement 

in this area the group has really found positive solutions to enable the group and the activities to continue.   
A point would be to ensure that the group continues to promote In Bloom and continue with your plans. 

 

Esholt 

Introduction 

Esholt is a small village not far from Bradford, with a population of under 200 people, and yet it still thought 
of as home to Emmerdale, the TV soap. It attracts about 15,000 visitors a year. It has many heritage 
buildings which sit well into its undulating landscape, attractive gardens and allotments. The local people 
take good care of the environment - keeping everywhere clean, caring for what they have inherited, and for 
their organic allotments, and not least encouraging the children to take a real interest in the village. 
 
Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The grounds of the large house on the steep hillside on High View are most impressive. The cottage 
gardens are generally good, these being spread throughout the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

Not many areas left to improve in this compact entry, and the working group are already considering 
anything where it is felt an improvement can be made. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Good management of woodlands, clothed at the present with bluebells, which provide an attractive 
backcloth to the village. Yorkshire Water are very helpful in keeping water coarses clean. The village was 
spotless, in spite of the large number of vehicles. There is also an environmentally friendly visitor farm 
within the village. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Within such a small village it is difficult to find new projects to give improvements, only try and raise levels 
of attainment, but this must not make it into a showcase - it is a living village, and needs to stay so. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The residents have been good at dividing and sharing plants, and whilst they acknowledge that Bradford 
Council can no longer provide many plants, they were very appreciative of their help and support in many 
other ways. There is no school in Esholt, but a small Sunday School which plays an important role. The 
nearby Hollins Hall Hotel have expressed an interest to get involved with the village in some way. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be good for the judges to be able to talk with other members of the working party. 

 

Ledston 

Introduction 

A small well maintained historic estate village centred around a main street with small cull de sac of 
converted cottages and new stone built houses.  On entering Ledston the Village marker stones were 
welcoming planted with colourful primulars and banks of daffodils adding to the cherry blossom of the tree 
lined Main Street. The Ledston in bloom group had been hard at work adding a large number of floral barrel 
planters which had been planted in the Jubilee Colours of red white and blue. There were many well 
cultivated private gardens and small cul-de-sacs off the main street all adding to the spring displays. It was 
good to see the many posters in windows throughout the village adding support to the campaign.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The colourful marker stones which were well constructed at all road entrances to the village.  The many 
private gardens with quality planting which complimented the historical architecture of the mixed properties 
styles. 

Areas for Improvement 

There is a need to establish closer links with the village school in order to get local children involved with 
future planting projects in the village. There is a possible link with the school via the development of the 
school gardening group.  There is a need to get the barrel planted adopted by village residents which will 
aid ongoing watering and maintenance. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The bluebell conservation and replanting in Mill lane verges.  The use of felled trees to make a seating 
feature.  The cleanliness of the village areas which were free from litter at the time of our visit . 
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Areas for Improvement 

Greater links with the Ledston hall trust would aid the entry and give access to the landscape around the 
hall which would help to show case woodland conservation and natural areas.  More naturalised daffodil 
planting along side the lane leading to the hall would help the entry in the spring. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

There were a number of examples of recycling taking place in the village and re usage of natural resources 
on our tour.  The enthusiasm of the very small in bloom group seeking to improve the village 

Areas for Improvement 

There is a need to expand the in bloom group in order to ensure its long term sustainability. The group 
should seek to develop links with the village school and local parents as well as Hall Trustees.  The school 
could help to design a new in bloom poster for next year’s entry to help raise the profile within the village. 

 

Mill Bank 

Introduction 

The village of Mill Bank sits amongst the Pennine hills. It is embraced within a conservation area and 
because of its location on a steep slope has enviable views over surrounding hillsides. The residents meet 
challenges head on and there is clearly a very active community spirit producing an entry, which was a 
pleasure to judge. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

In very testing circumstances the residents have produced some colourful displays from what seem 
impossible locations where even a small garden is rare. We were impressed by the variety and quality of 
the planting, especially since many were container grown. We liked the creativity shown both in choice of 
containers and strategies to make use of every nook and cranny. We commend the involvement of the 
group with the local school and look forward to seeing the new orchard in the summer. Sound plant 
selection and keen maintenance have resulted in plantings that will give impact throughout the year. The 
community garden enhancement at the Mill Bank stone and the transformation of the burial ground 
demonstrates what can be achieved with sustained effort. Well done to all involved.  

Areas for Improvement 

The potential for a cascade garden project at the vacant plot on the north side of Lower Mill Bank Road 
should be explored. Explore further the opportunity to embrace and engage the residents of Mill Bank 
Close in the endeavours of the in bloom group. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The use of nectar plants, the provision of wildlife areas particularly those by the stream and the 
involvement of the school children in the activities and promotion of nature conservation are to be 
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applauded. The whole village was well presented and litter free, a credit to everyone. We were pleased to 
see water butts for the raised vegetable beds. By providing composting bins at strategic sites the group is 
leading by example and is to be commended. 

Areas for Improvement 

An increase in rainwater capture and collection would help reduce the reliance of mains water. The 
harnessing of the river and stream for power generation should remain a long-term group project despite 
earlier setbacks. Perhaps the school would be interested in creating their own nature garden? 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group are to be praised for their continued efforts and developments for the village over a number of 
years. The engagement and interest of the young people of the village through the school, bodes well for 
their continued involvement in the future. The positive profile the group gives to caring for the village 
environment through their activities, calendar, newsletter and successful fundraising each year is highly 
commendable.  

Areas for Improvement 

The enormous challenge of securing and then managing Fiddle Woods as a public accessible woodland 
may seem daunting, but based on the groups successes to date is achievable and a worthwhile project for 
future years. Perhaps it would be an idea to target the new housing estate with newsletters, simply pointing 
out the good things that were happening due to the efforts of the group. This might encourage them to get 
on board. 
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Category 1B: Village 

East Morton 

Introduction 

On entering East Morton on a cold damp spring day the village centre was lit up with a riot of spring floral 
colour, which in many ways reflected Mortonians past and present. The sense of community pride from 
everyone we meet and the effort, attention to detail was good to see and made a very damp judging a 
pleasure.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The village green was full of colour, very well maintained and the spring planting was of a very good 
standard.  The spring colour in the Long border at the village gateway was a credit to the group and a very 
fitting way to tease the visitor into the village to sample its floral delights.  The spring displays at the 
Busfield Arms were of a good standard as were the many troughs around the village. 
The group’s efforts around the bus stop and toilets area has to be commended as the transformation is 
quite remarkable.  Margaret’s Garden with its mixture of shrubs and sustainable planting was a real hidden 
gem in the centre of this small rural village. 

Areas for Improvement 

Look into the possibility of adding a interpretation board at the village green to show the history of the 
village.  Consider extending the long border or planting more spring bulbs within the grass area to further 
enhance the entrance to the village. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

It was good to see the green roof at Margaret’s Garden.  The local councils recycling was a credit which 
included green waste every two weeks.  The wild flower areas at St Lukes church were a very good 
development.  The water harvesting from the toilet roof was a credit to the group as were the many 
insect/bird boxes around the village.  The water wheel that was donated by the landlord of the Busfield 
Arms made a good historical centre piece for the bedding display on the village green.  It has to be 
commended to see a compost heap at the back of the village green meaning that all the green waste off 
this site had a zero carbon foot print. 

Areas for Improvement 

Carryon with the wild flower area at St Luke’s church which is a credit to the group.  Consider replanting 
areas within the existing shrub beds to attract butterflies and bee’s to increase the village biodiversity.  
Consider working with the local school on interpretation for the village green given that it was the site of the 
village school. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group have some good evidence of year round projects and it is good to see that all projects 
undertaken are on the basis of sustainability.  The support of the local landlord and the working relationship 
they have was excellent to see.  The many ways the group raise money for plants etc.  It will be interesting 
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to see the winning entries in the Morton In Bloom sponsored garden in a tray competition when we return in 
summer. 

Areas for Improvement 

If possible include the school on the summer route.  Look into some the possibility of an historical trail that 
could be advertised within the village to draw the many workers into the heritage of the village. 

 

Flixton and Folkton 

Introduction 

Despite the freezing weather the hospitality was very warm at Flixton and Folkton. A dedicated group 
working hard looking after their surroundings and create a better place to live. The distinctive logo shows 
their commitment and hard work to the environment in particular the streamside area on Crook Lane – a 
real oasis. The pockets of colour throughout the village certainly raise the spirits in Spring. A real 
enthusiasm exudes from the group and is emphasized by the unique fundraising events. The judges look 
forward to the return visit in the summer.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The plans for the redevelopment of the entrance beds to Folkton following the experiences of other planting 
areas. Maybe a change of shape could be considered and groups of 3 of each species might create more 
impact, possibly consider a theme of nectar rich plants.  Good colour throughout the village especially at 
the War Memorial, Cemetery, the Back Lane and entrance ways.  Good residential gardens at Welborn 
Close in particular the spring garden at no 28. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider adding some old agricultural equipment as a feature in the villages to highlight the local heritage. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Interesting to hear about the new project for a wildflower meadow at the Cemetery and the adoption of the 
quarry.  Excellent work clearing the streamside at Crook Lane also the Golden Bed to encourage nature 
and good to hear the joint working with Hunmanby in Bloom.  

Areas for Improvement 

Consider a wildlife leaflet for the about the wildlife area on Crook Lane or some surveys of the varieties of 
wildlife that occur.  Possibly a small interpretational sign at the water pump 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The innovative fundraising events in particular the poetry night - maybe a book of the poems could be 
created as a fundraiser.  Good publicity with the signs on the vehicle, newsletter, unique logo and good 
signage around the villages.  Good involvement by the local businesses in sponsoring the Bloom effort.  
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Areas for Improvement 

Continue to raise the profile and encourage more people to get involved – maybe consider a “Friends of 
Flixton and Folkton. 

 

Grassington 

Introduction 

We were impressed by the overall standard both of the planting and the quality of the plants in this 
attractive Dales village. Despite the high number of visitors, the village was clean, tidy and litter free, with 
no visible graffiti. Even small areas and corners had been used to their best advantage, making our Spring 
Visit most enjoyable. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

A good range of colourful pots and tubs, and wall planting, which made the most of the available space. 

Areas for Improvement 

Are there any allotments in Grassington? If so we would like to visit them in the Summer. 
We realise that new sustainable planting is difficult because of lack of space, but would encourage this 
where ever possible. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Outside the old cottages and houses behind the main square, the most had been made of small areas, 
making them colourful and interesting. 

Areas for Improvement 

Would it be possible to run a bird box scheme, to encourage the residents to put up boxes in their own 
gardens and perhaps put a “How to make Bird Boxes” poster in your newsletter?  The “Welcome” signs on 
the approach to Grassington could perhaps have been cleaned and tidied, and under planted to make 
more of an impact. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The Judges were very impressed that there is so much local support.  Excellent “Blooming Marvellous” 
initiative in the wheelbarrow festival and we were pleased to note that the Bloom Group have more ideas to 
develop this year. 

Areas for Improvement 

The Judges felt that more press coverage, and more publicity would raise awareness of all the good work 
that is being done.  Photos in the local press would help stimulate interest and support. 
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Kirkby Malzeard 

Introduction 

A warm welcome was afforded the judges by the 'In Bloom' group in this ancient, essentially linear (east to 
west) rural village. The tour was facilitated by different members of the committee taking it in turns to show 
off sections of their picturesque village.  The village's east / west alignment presents some growing 
challenges, which the village is attempting to manage. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The major open space in the village is the very well maintained High Side Playing Fields, which offers a 
range of sports and recreation activities.  The churchyard is divided in to a very tidy maintained and 
separate wildlife areas   The separate village Horticultural Society support the planting of some tubs and 
troughs around the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

Its very disappointing that most of the recently planted trees in the extensive school grounds have been 
destroyed by careless contract grass cutting.  More creative thinking required in terms of the types of 
planting that will flourish on the shady side of the main street.  Consideration of welcome signs / planting 
approaching the village. This need not necessarily be exactly on the boundary, where verge width may be 
limited.  A more strategic approach would perhaps allow the committee to develop clear and achievable 
year on year plans to progress the entry. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The group are clearly knowledgeable and sympathetic to their local heritage, which could perhaps be more 
of a focus in their future planning. 

Areas for Improvement 

More attention to detail in relation to street weeds, small litter and management, where possible, of the 
surrounds of vacant premises. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The Jubilee Rose Garden, with the support of the Harrogate Borough Council, will regenerate a prominent 
site on the main thoroughfare and offer a pleasant place to sit and 'watch the world go by'. The village 
dinner in the Mechanics Institute will raise funds towards this and other initiatives. 

Areas for Improvement 

Perhaps a slightly less cautious approach to the children's involvement in 'in bloom' activities such as bulb 
planting and access to wildlife areas 
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Luddenden 

Introduction 

The enthusiasm and commitment shown by the Luddenden in Bloom volunteers can readily be seen 
throughout the village. There has clearly been a sustained effort over a number of years to enhance the 
village but also ensure residents, both young and old, participate in the numerous activities programmed 
during the year. Luddenden was a real pleasure to visit and the return visit in summer is eagerly anticipated 

 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Splashes of spring colour could be seen around the village, from both communal and private areas. 
Additional planting displays have been created from the provision of a number of containers and adoption 
of permanent planting sites. Sound levels of maintenance were seen with a commendable variety of 
perennial plants at a number of locations. Of special merit was the Jubilee Car Park established and 
managed by the group.  

Areas for Improvement 

Possibility of encouraging further involvement by children to have either Brownie or Guide or school 
classes to plant up containers, either existing or future, and label them with group or class names. A 
planted feature village entrance sign would add to the entry. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

A more comprehensive approach to wildlife and conservation would be difficult to find. The group are to be 
congratulated on the range of features provided. The use of compost bins, collected moss and second 
hand materials and features speaks volumes not only about how thrifty the group are but also about their 
commitment to sound resource management. The village was spotless and demonstrated the levels of 
participation amongst the villagers and their obvious pride in the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

The change of maintenance regime in the church cemetery presents the opportunity to develop a more 
wildlife friendly maintenance and management regime. This could be developed with the children from the 
local schools to support their key stage learning. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The newsletter, web page, notice boards and permanent window display all keep the Luddenden in Bloom 
message as a significant presence in the village. The generation of funding through plant sales, donations 
and sponsorship, together with successful grant applications has enabled the group to support year round 
activities and purchases of plants and materials. A very well done and a fine example of community 
teamwork and effort.  
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Areas for Improvement 

In addition to the excellent portfolio presented to the judges, information concerning how the group are 
seeking to establish sustained involvement by the young people of the village would be welcomed. Also 
inclusion of the allotment site in the summer judging visit. 

 

Upper Hopton 

Introduction 

Here we have an In Bloom group that ticks all the boxes. The group has developed long term goals and are 
continually working hard to achieve the targets set for the benefit of its residents and visitors.  The village is 
very diverse and has an important heritage which is interpreted positively by the group and the community. 
Hopton Hall, Croft House and the Chapel Graveyard are important historical features within the village and 
which sit well in the landscape.  Timing of spring judging is never easy, especially with the weather 
conditions experienced this year, but bright spring colour was very evident with the seasonal planting 
throughout the village. The general standards of cleanliness were exceptionally high with individual 
residents clearly contributing to the feel and look of the village.  The way in which the group engage with 
the community through year round events, such as the garden trail, the biennial heritage trail and other 
money raising activities is to be commended. Community participation is clearly an important core value to 
the group. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

A prolonged season of spring colour was evident with early bulbs having finished flowering but with a 
succession of tulips and polyanthus bursting into colour. In the central feature of the old rose garden, the 
choice and use of grasses depicting the diamond jubilee contrasted well with the seasonal planting.   There 
was an abundance of fresh spring colour and growth within the perennial plantings at the recreation ground 
which were very extensive and well maintained.  Residential properties were of a varied type from large 
detached through to old terraces but they had their distinct style of gardens which contributed well to the 
entry. Individual examples of residents maintaining barrels planted with seasonal displays and maintaining 
pockets of wayside borders were evident along the route.  The spring bulb display at the St John’s Parish 
Church was in abundance as the snowdrop and crocus had finished flowering but were followed by 
daffodils and bluebells providing an extended display. 

Areas for Improvement 

Grounds maintenance by the local authority to public areas had commenced with grass cutting to verges 
and the recreation ground. More attention to the finish should be considered where grass plots meet border 
plantings on the recreation ground and where excessive grass arisings were in evidence on isolated 
verges. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The group take every advantage and opportunity to support conservation and diversity. Many habitats have 
been provided and protected for the benefit of wildlife. Natural woodlands existed with bird boxes, ‘bug 
hotels’ and composting introduced as a means of increasing biodiversity.  New tree planting is taking place 
to provide a diverse age range within the woodlands and other areas. The recent work to the field at 
Hopton Hall Lane, where extensive work has been undertaken to renovate the dry stone walling and to 
layer the old hedgerow, illustrates how the residents of the village value the old farming techniques of 
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conservation.  Recycling is high on the agenda with water conservation, and the use of bark mulch utilised 
from local tree surgeon’s prunings. Even the local authority’s seasonal bedding is recycled and now 
providing colourful spring displays in the village.  Upper Hopton has a distinct heritage and the group 
recognise the history of their benefactors and how this has influenced the village. The Sutcliffe Memorial, 
Croft House and the Chapel Graveyard are all positive assets to the village.  The revamped telephone box 
now used as a potted plant ‘Theatre’ stands as a piece of public art in its own right! 

Areas for Improvement 

The group unfortunately lost the funding for the creation of a new play area on the recreation ground, 
however efforts should be made to progress some improvements to the existing facilities including 
enhancing the surrounding fencing and improving the play surfacing.  The public telephone box, which is 
still in use, needs some remedial work undertaking to it if it is to stay as limited graffiti and damage was 
evident. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The level of community participation and understanding, involving people in taking a pride in their own 
environment with year round activities is outstanding.  There is an enthusiasm and a clear understanding 
within the In Bloom group of the importance of how their efforts benefit the community as a whole and they 
are seeking continual improvements for the future. The relationship and partnership developed with the 
cricket club and the proposed improvements at their grounds are excellent.  The level of funding for such a 
small group is also outstanding with their initiatives such as their calendar and sponsorship all adding to a 
healthy position for continual development.  Their web site, together with the publication of minutes and 
other information is a positive way of getting the message around the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

With no local school it is not easy in establishing a strong link with young people. Whilst judges do 
recognise the activities at the St John’s Sunday School and at the Croft House Hall with young members of 
the community, judges would welcome more evidence of direct involvement with the younger sector of the 
community. 

 

Wawne 

Introduction 

Wawne is a delightful village with a welcoming friendly feel. Many roadside verges have been enhanced by 
flower beds and tubs planted by the Wawne in Bloom group, with perennials, evergreen shrubs, spring 
bulbs and seasonal flowers. A rural village with a great sense of community and a credit to the unifying 
effect of the Wawne in Bloom group. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The development of sustainable beds throughout the village, which incorporate items of local heritage, and 
the many floral tubs planted with seasonal flowers.  The excellent church grounds with the new sustainable 
planting to supply the church with a year round selection of flowers to decorate the interior with. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Recent heavy rain had probably hindered cutting of grass verges and around flower beds and may have 
delayed grass edge cutting and pruning of perennials and shrubs.  There was considerable evidence of 
extensive herbicide damage around some of the obstructions along the grass verges, such damage is 
unacceptable and does not add to the rural feel of the village. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

A great deal of sympathetic awareness of the environment is very obvious with the recycling of fallen trees 
either in flower beds, as mulch, or for structure and as homes for bees and other insects in the well 
managed churchyard.   The use of garden foliage and flowers for decorating the church makes use of local 
resources and the planting of lavender and wild flowers in the churchyard and village attracts butterflies, 
bees and insects.  The absence of litter or graffiti and the high standard of maintenance of street furniture 
adds to the attractiveness of the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue the envisaged improvements planned in St. Peter's churchyard and, if possible, do further 
research into the optimum planting conditions and maintenance of existing and planned wild flowers on 
grass verges and in the churchyard.  Although one of the new planters had been stolen previous to the 
visit, please do not be put off by this and continue to enhance the village. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Excellent links with the local school children who designed the very eye catching "In Bloom" logo, also with 
the Tuesday Club and teenagers involved in Hunberside Police's Lifestyle Project.  Many residents and 
businesses sponsor tubs or help maintain flower beds and the group’s annual stall at the Village Show 
build strong links and keep the "In Bloom" profile high as does the making of Christmas garlands in 
conjunction with St. Peter's church and local residents.  

Areas for Improvement 

Continue to involve all the residents in village projects especially the children from the village school.  It 
would have been a good opportunity to include a press call on the day of the judges visit. This would not 
only emphasise the importance of taking part in the competition but would help to raise awareness of the 
activities of Wawne in Bloom. 
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Category 1C: Large Village 

Barwick 

Introduction 

As you enter Barwick in Elmet from all directions you are impressed with the quality of floral displays and 
village marker stones. There are numerous verges throughout the village which have been planted with 
spring bulbs and sponsored floral features. The enthusiastic in bloom group of volunteers have over the 
years made substantial improvements to the village historical infrastructure and features. We were 
impressed with the village lighting columns and hanging basket mountings, the cotoneaster planting along 
village walls giving a back drop to colourful flower beds and the restoration work in Jubilee gardens to 
restore a closed church yard in to a valuable amenity feature for the village whilst protecting the grave 
stones and memorials. Overall the village looked superb even in driving April rain 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement  

We were impressed with the quality of the floral features throughout the village.  The herbaceous plants 
used in the millennium bed looked great and will provide a future stock for other beds within the village 
when the plants are ready for dividing.  The large numbers of trees planted throughout the village from the 
hornbeam avenue in Long Lane to the slender silver birch in verges.  The quality of the maintenance of the 
church grounds around all saints Church maintained by church volunteers 

Areas for Improvement 

We feel that the planting around the village hall could be improved and would provide a future opportunity 
for renewal and re-fencing. This would up lift the quality of the area compliment work already achieved on 
the sports ground and wild flower planting   We would like to see further planting around the beck with 
spring flowering primroses and blue bells.  We would like the group to further encourage the gardening club 
at the local school with help to re new the planting beds and provide addition features for encouraging floral 
colour at the school entrance  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

We were impressed at the quality of the street cleaning throughout the village and lack of litter.  The 
projects which had been carried out by the group had demonstrated care and sensitivity for conservation 
and the local environment.  The conservation of Jubilee Gardens and development of wildlife habitats 

Areas for Improvement 

The Boyle and the Beck offer further future opportunities for further planting and conservation measures  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The diversity and expertise within the in bloom village group will aid the long term sustainability.  We were 
impressed with the portfolio provided and the tour itinerary.  We were impressed by the local events and 
fund raising carried out by the group  
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Areas for Improvement 

We would like to see a number of initiatives within the village to get more young people involved in the 
campaign.  We would like to have seen more posters used on the judging route. There is scope for a future 
poster competition with the local school. 

 

Bramham 

Introduction 

Despite the inclement weather, which did nothing to hamper the Environment Group’s enthusiasm, this 
entry was a real pleasure to judge.  Excellent coordination from the group has led to an impressive 
collective effort by the residents. The very well maintained streets, grass verges, plots and flower beds are 
all testimony to this. These high standards of environmental responsibility set by the group certainly 
complement the village’s extremely rich local heritage.   The All Saints Church forms a magnificent focal 
point of the village of which the group and community as a whole are justly proud. 
There is a rich tapestry of colour due to the horticultural expertise of the group, which is supported by 
extensive sponsorship from local businesses.  However, the ‘sleepy’ feeling which may exude from this 
Northern English village will belie much hard work and dedication! 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Flower beds were planted with eye-catching colour coordination. They were well designed and the pattern 
was consistent through the village.  The very well maintained grass verges and plots are a credit to the 
village ‘bloomers’ and added a real sense of pride and ownership to the place. 

Areas for Improvement 

The planting of early-flowering bulbs such as crocus and snowdrops on the verges approaching/departing 
the village would provide an earlier dash of extra colour which would also compliment the extensive daffodil 
planting.  If possible, carrying out an extra weeding session at the Jubilee Gardens would raise the already 
high standard of maintenance. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The church is a magnificent example of its type and a credit to the people who maintain it. It was good to 
see a high consideration for wildlife in the church yard. This was demonstrated by the mosaic of ‘wild’ areas 
around the grave stones and the isolated area under the wall. Involving the expertise of Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust is a wise move indeed.  The cleanliness of the village was most impressive and is a real credit to the 
group, who supplement the Council’s street cleansing so well.  Most impressive is the old people’s shelter, 
which is a real asset to the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

Very little, although a mechanised sweep of some of the footways by The City Council would add that little 
extra to an already very high standard.  If possible, liaise with The Council/contractors to remove unused 
road signs.  There is future scope to added to the village floral features from the funding released from the 
new housing development 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

It was encouraging to hear the group involving local youths to clean out and tidy the stream. The judges 
realise how difficult getting people of this age group on board can be.  Gaining 16 sponsors for the flower 
beds is excellent going considering the comparatively small number of shops and local businesses based 
there. 

Areas for Improvement 

Perhaps the placement of a poster in the community notice board would attract potential new members. 
This may also consolidate the publicity they get from the parish magazine.  We would hope that the group 
have submitted a photograph and newspaper article to the local press following our visit as this would raise 
awareness of the work of the group and may attract new members  

 

Burncross 

Introduction 

Burncross situated some 6.5 miles from the city centre of Sheffield, borders on to the rural outskirts of the 
city. The bloom group formed in 2006 with the aim of being a catalyst for a variety of community activities, 
to improve the quality of life for the whole community. They have achieved this objective by involving all 
sections and ages living in the area.  The group is well organised undertaking both large and small 
projects, including the involvement of the public houses. They also consider re cycling to complete projects 
on the basis if it looks useful they will be able to use the material available. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The planters made from re cycled timber are put out only when sponsored and have a person allocated to 
them for to be maintained thus ensuring that they will be successful.  The spring hanging baskets at the 
pubs especially those at the Wharncliffe Arms.  The flower beds on the main roads that act as entrances to 
the community have been thoughtfully planted to meet the surrounding area.  The work to re claim the 
Acorn recreation ground, to form a valuable asset. 

Areas for Improvement 

If possible clearly point out any projects that have involved schools or young people.  Monitor the recreation 
wetland to see if it will retain water and be suitable for re planting.  The planters are fine at the moment but 
future work plans will need to include some work on re painting/treating them.  Continue the current project 
programme and do not become over extended in respect of the work load being created. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The re use of materials is well demonstrated from the planters to the stone signs.  The development of the 
information boards giving a history of the area and how Burncross developed is an impressive project.  
Comparatively small projects such as re painting the milestone have a big impact. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Highlight the involvement of the group, or other members of the community have been involved with projects at 
Foxfield Spring Wood. This should also include any other environmental projects that have been 
undertaken. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The objective of the group is about improving the quality of life for the community. In this they are being 
very successful, and are established and respected in the area.  Involvement of residents before starting 
work at Acorn recreation ground means that the resultant improvements reflect the needs of local people. 
Sponsorship and physical help from business including Mc Donald's show the group is well respected. 

Areas for Improvement 

There is so much going on the only comment would be to carry on the excellent work and be mindful of 
over expansion.  

 

Great & Little Preston 

Great and Little Preston are mainly surrounded by agricultural land but were once part of a thriving coal 
mining area. The In-Bloom Group continues to work hard to improve this entry and receive support from 
local people who care for the flower tubs or plants close to their properties. The judges were impressed 
with the cleanliness of the village and the positive attitude to the future with more projects planned. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The seasonal bedding and sustainable planting at Bowers Row Mission Church. The permanent planting at 
Berry Lane cricket field border. The residents gardens at Little Preston Hall. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider using larger planters to conserve water and for a greater visual impact.  Consider the addition of 
some sustainable planting in roadside beds. Perhaps the Snooker and Cricket club could be encouraged to 
have large container. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The area at the Village Hall to encourage wildlife and the sowing of the wild flower seed.  The cleanliness 
and lack of litter throughout the route. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing progress on the installation of water butts at the Village Hall.  Consider 
an area which could be used to house permanent recycling facilities.  Some seating and street furniture 
needs restoration and removal of moss and debris from the base. Information boards could help to engage 
public interest. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The fundraising event and community involvement are to be commended.  The homeowners caring for tubs 
and beds near to their own properties eases the demands on the group and encourages involvement. 

Areas for Improvement 

Explore the possibility of engaging with local school children in the design of a poster for the In-Bloom 
group. Perhaps Woodend Nurseries or Biffa could sponsor a prize for the children and display the posters.  
Continue to try and secure support from local businesses, such as Biffa.  Could local youth organisations 
be involved in designing laminated information notices to identify wildlife/historic interests at some sites. 

 

Grenoside 

Introduction 

Situated up to 300 metres above sea level, the village has commanding views across Sheffield city and a 
large part of Yorkshire. This does of course provide additional challenges in terms of growing plants at this 
altitude. The Hospital and Crematorium are large landscaped and well maintained sites. The village has 
recently been awarded a lottery grant to restore a reading room and garden, when completed this will be an 
additional asset to the area. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The team of two who carry out maintenance to the memorial, work to a very high standard and provide a 
garden to be proud of for the memorial. They have also recently re painted a considerable length of railing. 
The maintenance standards at the Hospital and private crematorium. 

Areas for Improvement 

Whilst it will be difficult it would be helpful if more of the business could be involved.  The Reading room 
garden will add interest to the village and offer something different. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The village was exceptionally clean with schools and activities going on at the hall, this is a credit to all 
involved.  The stone trough water system that has survived provides an insight into some of the villages 
history.  The woodland with high levels of volunteers undertaking work and projects. 

Areas for Improvement 

Highlight actions that the woodland groups have taken to improve habitat or diversity of habitat. 
Progress the Reading Room project.  Highlight the developments at the green as we visited before the 
official opening. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The village had been made aware of the In Bloom work by posters being displayed through out the village. 
A wide range of press coverage was presented and displayed the work that had been undertaken. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be helpful to provide information bout the range of groups involved in helping in a variety of ways 
with Grenoside in Bloom.  Try to illustrate projects that have involved young people. The School visit may 
well cover this. 

 

Haxby 

Introduction 

Haxby is a town and civil parish in the unitary authority of the City of York on the River Foss 5 miles north 
of York. The population at the 2001 census was 8754. The centre of the town was made a conservation 
area in 1976. Haxby is a Norse place name and translates as "Farmstead or village of a man named Hakr" 
and is recorded in the Doomsday Book as Haxebi and, as can be appreciated from the foregoing, has a 
long history.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Excellent tree planting through the town with many interesting and diverse specimens with the cherries 
giving continuity of colour when the spring bulbs have finished flowering. Outstanding barrier baskets for 
Spring colour - 80 number all produced by the in bloom group and well maintained and are offered to 
businesses free of charge, excellent work.  Planters at dentist good. All residential gardens tidy and well 
maintained. Green spaces throughout Haxby well tended. 

Areas for Improvement 

With the intention to double the number of baskets for the Summer the judges look forward to a blaze of 
colour at the judging in July and the addition of the red flowers for summer will give the theme of 
Olympic/Paralympics/Jubilee a full meaning. The judges look forward to seeing the new Jubilee Garden 
and the wild flower planting here together with the summer hanging baskets in the sheltered area of the 
shopping centre which will add colour to this area. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

There is an obvious pride of place throughout Haxby, all the town is clean and tidy with no graffiti, litter, dog 
fouling etc. The local heritage is again obviously appreciated. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the wildflower areas where the original farm located - is it possible to 
place an information board at this point explaining the reasons for this area? Evidence of recycling to be 
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shown to the judges at the summer judging. The future lavender garden with old fashioned marigolds will 
be insect friendly and add another dimension to the biodiversity of Haxby. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

All daffodil planting by residents. Interaction with schools good with herb container competition planned for 
2012 following on from fuchsia competition in 2011 showing continuity in this area. Wild flower areas to be 
planted with children. Haxby Town Crier gives publicity of in bloom together with leaflet produced and 
distributed through Haxby.  

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the wild flower areas at Wyre pond and elsewhere. Future plans for 
working with the local history group will increase community involvement - will this be in 2012? Notices on 
notice noards in Haxby would have raised public awareness of judging. Whilst it is appreciated that 
businesses had not been approached in 2012 to allow other local groups to pursue funding it would be 
helpful to see evidence of future fund raising plans. Can the judges see the gardening club at the local 
school in the summer judging?  The judges would like to see more of the local community on the in bloom 
committee and involved - the existing members (4) are to congratulated on the splendid effort they put into 
Haxby in Bloom it is outstanding.  

 

Micklefield 

Introduction 

An extremely small but very dedicated group of ‘In Bloomers’ have done a tremendous job in a very short 
time with little resource to markedly improve this quaint village.  Street cleansing and flower bed 
maintenance have been carried out to a high standard and the judicious use of resources have been used 
complete a small number of projects.  The village hosts two particularly interesting features. Micklefield 
Quarry SSSI is an example of an ancient limestone deposit, whilst a planted up ‘trade route’ links the 
village to much more recent past in a very novel way. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

There was an excellent mixture of colour and choice of plants in the border along the road by the school. 
The planters and tubs looked particularly well and there was a consistent pattern of colour. The shrub beds 
in the St Marys Walk and Churchville Bungalows looked particularly well; the group have transformed these 
with help from the local Community Payback group. The group have done well to bring the shrub bed at the 
entrance to the village back into a high standard after losing many shrubs in a recent hard winter. 

Areas for Improvement 

Perhaps the school children restore the bedding decorations outside the school.  It is difficult to be critical 
but if possible a bit more weeding time around the school beds would be time very well spent. If possible, 
liaising with The Council earlier would result in a better standard of grass cutting in preparation for judging. 
We feel that the railway station may offer a future project to brighten up the station for commuters and 
visitors to the village 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The whole village was very clean with hardly any litter present. Credit must go to the group for maintaining 
such high standards. The bus shelters were the cleanest the judges have witnessed!  The project to grass 
over the derelict area at the entrance to the village has been particularly successful.  The ‘Trade Route’ 
feature is a real stand-out in the village and has been very well maintained. The judges look forward to 
seeing it in full bloom in the summer. 

Areas for Improvement 

Replacing/repairing a couple of litter bins to bring in a more uniform style would improve things noticeably 
on North Road.  Dog fouling was minimal but a dog bin and/or sign at the SSSI site should improve things.  
If possible put requests to Council officials to improve maintenance standards and street furniture. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

It was good to hear the group actively seeking out new members by posting flyers and advertising in the 
parish magazine.  There is already a high-level of support as demonstrated by the posters in resident’s 
windows.  It was good to see signs of an ongoing project in the shape of a rockery creation in Churchville 
Bungalows. 
There is a strong relationship with the school and involving the children in bulb planting is an excellent way 
to engender an interest in the local environment. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider involving the school children in designing a new poster which could help increase awareness of 
the group and strengthen the involvement with the school.  Consider requesting sponsorship from Metro. 
The groups efforts in maintaining the cleanliness of the village may well be recognized and rewarded by 
them. 

 

Nafferton 

Introduction 

Although the warmth of the welcome at Nafferton was not matched by the weather Nafferton In Bloom 
demonstrated the commitment and skills of the members of their group. Of particular note was the 
production of the portfolio this year together with the innovative management plan which enabled us to see 
that Nafferton In Bloom know where you are going to maintain, develop and take forward the good work 
you are doing in the village. Nafferton have rejuvenated the In Bloom group through partnership working 
and the continued growth of your working village. You have harnessed the skills of experienced and new 
members alike which is to be commended. A good start to 2012 and we look forward to seeing John, 
Andrew, Colin, Malcolm, Jan, Barbara and other members of the group and village in the summer. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Highlights included the colourful displays and open spaces around Jubilee Gardens and the War Memorial. 
The construction and planting of Beals' Homes sponsored brick planter, 'Hannah's', at the coal yard 
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provides additional focus in this area. Colin is to be commended for his work and planting at the sheep 
wash. 

Areas for Improvement 

The current planting scheme for daffodils and tulips could be enhanced by more concentrated grouped 
planting for visual impact. Although there are several businesses participating like the Beautician & 
Hairdressers the spring route could benefit for more floral displays in the main street showing business 
involvement. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

It is evident that pride of place is at the heart of Nafferton In Bloom with clear evidence of the work you 
carry out in the village. The maintenance of the high bank at the Church by Nafferton Scouts has 
developed this 'difficult' area with wild flower planting. Our thanks to Dylan for telling us about this. The 
clearance of the Beck and footpaths alongside demonstrates the commitment to environmental 
responsibility in Nafferton. Good to hear about the developments for the Mere with advice from Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust.  

Areas for Improvement 

More information about resource management together with conservation plans will enhance the entry. 
Your plans for additional sign relating to local heritage and facilities in the village will be an asset. Maybe 
consideration could be given to the creation of a heritage trail or leaflet possibly by the Youth groups. 
Consider further tree planting in the Green area.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Nafferton in Bloom at the top of the game in terms of community participation. You know what you are 
doing, where you are going and are taking the village with you. Your management plan, Nafferton flag, 
event posters, newsletter, funding support, partnership working with the Parish Council together with new 
members on your committee demonstrates this. We look forward to seeing your projects develop especially 
the work around the railway station and negotiations with Network Rail. 

Areas for Improvement 

Very little for the judges to add here except perhaps a little more information on your work and involvement 
with younger members of the community 

 

Ripponden 

Introduction 

Ripponden is a linear Pennine village in the Ryburn valley. The judging route through the village embraced 
many of the initiatives not only started by the community, in bloom group and parish council, but also 
maintained by them. It was heartening to see how established a number of the schemes had become and 
seen as a part of the fabric of the village. With new and future projects being programmed, the whole 
community are to be congratulated on their sustained effort.  
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The large number of various bulb plantings at strategic locations in the village. The wide selection of plant 
material used at different sites giving all year round displays. We were pleased to see sustainable planting 
in many areas and a pleasing mix of perennials, bedding displays, bulbs and shrubs. The wall containers in 
the bus station area did much to brighten it. The planting of the Jubilee Garden area is already striking and 
we were pleased to learn about the exciting plans for its future. We were impressed by the enthusiasm of 
the Bloom group members we met there. The engagement and achievements of the children at Ripponden 
School and in the grounds of St Bartholomew’s Church. The continuing enhancements to areas such as 
the Gas relay station, Bus lay by and Electricity sub station at School close. 

Areas for Improvement 

It is appreciated that there are challenges in the current economic climate for the business community to 
fully engage with the in bloom philosophy. However further involvement should continue to be sought to 
ensure the whole of the wider community is participating. Perhaps trailing planting in the bus station 
containers would further soften the wall. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Throughout the route the village of Ripponden was virtually litter free. Extremely well done in such a difficult 
and diverse area. The use of natural materials and recycling of resources where practical is clearly part of 
each scheme and project begun, well done. There are pleasant woodland areas around the site. We were 
pleased to learn of ongoing planting around the Conservative Club public car parks wooded area. Even in 
the rain the area at the bridge with the inn and church was a delight and not spoilt by modern 
enhancements, marvellous to see historic elements maintained for future generations. 

Areas for Improvement 

The identification of how the entry is developing its existing wildlife and habitat provision should be included 
in the portfolio submission. Perhaps further bird boxes, log piles and insect hotels would help to develop 
and encourage wildlife in selected areas. An example would be the development of “Bug Hotels” at the 
school site to be included in a possible wild life area. We were interested to hear of the nest web camera; 
perhaps a feeding station would further enhance the children’s enjoyment of birds. To the credit of the 
village there are a sizeable number of benches and seating at different locations, however a maintenance 
programme should be developed to ensure their continued availability. Whilst most street furniture was well 
maintained there were seats and railings, which could perhaps be painted or stained. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The year round involvement of the community and the in bloom groups success at raising the funds for and 
delivering the new planters outside the Central Hall is to be congratulated. The developments at Jubilee 
Gardens are quite a challenge and it is hoped that the completed scheme will be seen in the summer. 
Special mention should be made about how the school children are being actively engaged and their clear 
enthusiasm about their successes, well done to the teachers and staff involved. 

Areas for Improvement 

The opportunity to discuss the various features of the entry with representatives from the in bloom group, 
during the judging at the summer visit would be welcomed. Increased awareness and publicity within 
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Ripponden of the involvement of the village in the Yorkshire in Bloom competition. Perhaps a wildlife 
gardener of the year competition could be considered, maybe aimed specifically at local children. 

 

Scholes 

Introduction 

Swathes of lovely daffodils greeted the judges at Scholes, who were given a warm welcome by the 
members of Scholes In Bloom. There was evidence of numerous beautiful, colourful, hand-produced 
posters throughout the village which summed up the strong community spirit. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The planting at the Sports Club car park is excellent as was the area around the bungalows of the senior 
citizens with its new Japanese garden.  The school has many good exciting projects for all the children to 
get involved in. 

Areas for Improvement 

Try and encourage the local garage to get involved and create a display.  Continue to develop your 
sustainable planting, particularly in the 'annual' beds - perhaps edge with a suitable low growing grass. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The wildflower meadow is delightful!  The addition of a compost bin at the Sports Club car park is good to 
see. The school has many good activities - composting, water collection, wormery, bird and insect boxes 
and wildflower plating - well done!  The planting and buffers at the site of the old railway station was eye 
catching. 

Areas for Improvement 

Look for opportunities to increase water collection or possible grey water recycling.  The notice board would 
benefit from a clean up. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group do an excellent job fundraising throughout the year, with many events including the whole 
community such as the open gardens scheme and house-to-house collection of envelopes for donations on 
alternate years.  Projects at the primary school, such as gardening clubs and growing edible plants for 
lunches are impressive.  The work done with the Community Payback scheme, the Cubs and Scouts and 
the high school pupils working towards their Duke of Edinburgh Award is to be applauded. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider having some explanations of the projects you are doing, for example: what is in the wildflower 
meadow; what birds have been seen. This could be displayed in the library or on notice boards. 
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Shadwell 

Introduction 

The Shadwell In Bloom group have created a striking display of colour for the spring with daffodils along 
the approach to the village There is lovely planting in the beds and verges which is sympathetic to the area. 
But the group should be particularly commended for the strong community links it has developed with 
residents who contribute both hands-on and financial help. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The raised beds at the village hall, edged with grasses, looked lovely and are a good solution to an area 
that has previously proved difficult.  The choice of trees for the new planting throughout the village will 
provide a lovely display for many years.  Planting for the Jam and Jelly hedge! What a lovely idea!  The 
Garden of Remembrance at the back of St Paul's church created by Richard Wells, Celia Wroe and helpers 
offers a charming, peaceful area for relatives as well as a haven for wildlife. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue to look at ways to develop sustainable planting.  The front of the church could be improved with 
more inspired planting as a backdrop for the weddings which take place there. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The village has lots of areas with excellent planting and habitat for wildlife, with many nesting boxes placed 
on the trees. 

Areas for Improvement 

Look for more opportunities to use water butts to conserve water.  Ensure the street furniture is well 
maintained. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The Friends of Shadwell in Bloom is a great idea, ensuring everyone has the opportunity to be involved.  
The group obviously has a very good relationship with the school and scout/guide groups, benefiting all 
concerned. It was encouraging to see the number of residents expressing support by displaying posters. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider having a colourful poster (perhaps organise a competition), something that becomes a SiB visual 
identity. Otherwise, continue to maintain the excellent links with the rest of the community. 
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Thornton  

Introduction 

Thornton is a village with much history which is well preserved and many information boards to explain it to 
visitors. A long spread out village with colourful hanging baskets throughout and lots of little corners of 
colour and interest. A small group but all focused and a clear plan for the future-hopefully the present 
economic climate with problems finding funding will not halt these plans. A good tour with several different 
groups to meet on route showing the interest within Thornton to improve their home place.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The number of spring hanging baskets was impressive and very colourful.  Good to see new areas of 
planting at Railway Heritage project and in new James Street Gardens and sustainable too.  Bell Chapel 
volunteers are working hard on difficult site achieving colour and sustainability.  Allan Court residents are 
making a little oasis-well done.  Many areas of daffodil on the verges are welcoming to visitors and 
residents -5000 a year is a good target –keep it up and thanks to the farmer for donating the bulbs! 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be good to see before and after photos of all projects undertaken by Bloom group. A display in a 
shop may encourage more helpers. The judges would like to see some residential gardens and look 
forward to seeing allotments in Summer route.  Try to plant different varieties of bulbs to extend the 
flowering period. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Insect hotel and plans for wildflower area at Bell Chapel were exciting –hope blue tits do nest in your 
boxes!  Good Bring sites for recycling –what a shame the Council insist on wheelie bins in streets that are 
so narrow.  The Art in the Park was great at Kipping Gardens and all the cobbles in all areas were 
commendably weed free.  The weekly litter picks obviously work –very little litter in main areas. 

Areas for Improvement 

Some attention needed to areas near pubs for litter and cigarette butts. A wash party for street signs would 
give a little sparkle !  As funds become available the street furniture would benefit from attention. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The 5 year plan is a good way to move a group forward.   Excellent cooperation with Antiquarian Society 
for Railway Heritage project and Bell Chapel and Rotary club-are there any more groups you could 
involve?  Well done on securing the grant from Cooperative –it has obviously improved that area. 

Areas for Improvement 

Could the school or playgroup help you with posters etc for more publicity?  Lets hope more funding can be 
obtained in order to move the Railway project forward. We look forward to receiving a portfolio to follow 
your endeavours and maybe see your website? 
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Wilberfoss 

Introduction 

Wilberfoss lies 7 miles to the east of York on the main road to Hull on the busy A1079 from which can be 
seen colourful plantings at the village entrances giving a glimpse of the good work that goes on throughout 
the village which now benefits from a bypass. The In Bloom group are continuing their work throughout the 
village and we are sure are much appreciated. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The swathes of daffodils throughout the village with a special mention of the beds at the entrance points to 
the village which make a colourful impact and welcome, these must be appreciated by passing motorists.  
The display planters at several focal points had a variety of spring flowering plants and were of good 
standard and the addition of the snowdrop garden.  Evidence of newly planted trees and the Jubilee copse.  
The private gardens are generally of good standard and Costcutters had floral displays.  

Areas for Improvement 

The Queens Diamond Jubilee bed could be given more structure and form by planting a selection of 
evergreen shrubs towards the back.  Consider further widening of bulb varieties to extend colour.  The 
possibility of a poly tunnel for raising young plants, shrubs and trees.  Further developments at Windmill 
Meadows. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The Foss beck provides a natural habitat and was a well maintained area which encourages many natural 
species to the heart of the village. This is further enhanced with the addition of a wildlife area opposite the 
church which is getting established and further developed.  The involvement of the younger generations in 
planting trees for the future and bulbs etc.  The resiting of the milestone and care of the shrubbery around 
the gas building. 

Areas for Improvement 

We look forward to the siting of the restored potato grader as a further feature reflecting the farming 
background of the village.  Some street furniture needs attention.  The placement of bird boxes, insect 
hotels etc to be developed at Moorfield Way.  The developing of the balancing pond at the nursery site, this 
is an exciting project. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The gardening and environmental projects being developed throughout the village with particular emphasis 
on the Open Gardens to take place on July 1st.  The involvement of the wider community appears to be 
growing and is publicised by the fund raising events, it is evident that there is a firm commitment to drive 
forward the In Bloom projects.  Sinceit's start in 2007 the In Bloom group have achieved a great impact 
within the village and looks well placed to build on there success. Well done! 
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Areas for Improvement 

Look forward to seeing the results of liaison with the new manager of the local pub with it's summer 
displays as this would play an important focal point of in Bloom in the centre of the village. 
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Category 2A: Urban Community 

Allerton Bywater 

Introduction 

It is hard to believe that this is the first time that Allerton Bywater have taken part in Yorkshire in Bloom. 
The group, led by Bridget, have achieved so much in such a short space of time and they are making a real 
difference to the community. What has impressed the judges is the number of projects which have been 
achieved with the help of many different members of the community.  Allerton Bywater certainly has "burst 
into bloom". 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The use of stunning hand-crafted tiered planters throughout the route.   The seat planters provided to 
sheltered housing and made at Brigshaw High School.  The seasonal bedding display at the War Memorial 
with additional design in planting.  The frontage of the Edward VII WMC.  The work undertaken at Park 
Lane verge in removing overgrown hedge.  The development at Ticklecock Bridge with support from Barratt 
homes. 
 
Areas for Improvement 

Consider making a raised bed in place of the existing bed on the verge opposite Papico, this may offer 
some shelter from salt spray in winter.  Consider permanent planting/wild flowers on the banking at the side 
of Ticklecock Bridge.  Introduce a Pubs & Clubs local competition. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The conservation of flora and fauna at Letchmire Pastures.  The mine car at the Centenery Gardens and 
the use of train wheels as boundary markers.  The clearing of paving (sets) area opposite Anchor Inn.  The 
work undertaken by the village caretakers was evident as the route was spotless and litter free.  The 
planting of the diamond jubilee hedge.  The cooperation between Papico and the allotment society in 
clearing a disused corner with plans to replant. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the ongoing work on the Miners Memorial.  Consider the installation of a 
seating area in the gardens at Highfield Crescent.  Remember your organisers are a resource so continue 
to welcome even the smallest help! 
 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The involvement of so many groups within the village is to be commended, for example the Mother and 
Toddler Group.  The excellent use of local business’, many of whom give their time and labour for free. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Explore the possibility of engaging with local school children in the design of a poster for the In-Bloom 
group.  The judges look forward to visiting the school on their Summer visit. 

 

Beeston 

Introduction 

The well-established, enthusiastic and knowledgeable In Bloom group continues to benefit from the strong 
support it has built up within all sectors of the community over the past 15 years. It is constantly looking 
ahead by adding to the range of floral displays and environmental improvements within a challenging inner 
city area with a diverse ethnic and cultural population.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The quality of the well planned presentation, portfolio and visual displays demonstrated a clear 
understanding of the In Bloom philosophy.   The variety of drought tolerant perennial plantings at the 
Cardinal Triangle, the innovative plantings of the Herbs and Dragonflies Beds and Edible City Orchard in 
Cross Flatts Park and the impact of the single colour planting schemes in the four raised beds in the 
Millennium Garden representing the seasons of the year.   The high standards being achieved at the 
community run Clarksfield Allotments site.  The attempts to introduce more colour within the limited 
gardens of the many streets of terraced houses, the spring displays in the planters on Beeston Road. The 
outstanding quality and impact of the spring bedding displays at Evans Property Group offices and the 
colourful frontage to St Mary’s Church.  

Areas for Improvement 

Replanting of many of the shrubs, which are now passed their best and repaving works within the 
Millennium Garden.   We look forward to seeing the increased number of barrier troughs at Tommy Wass 
junction in the summer.  A little more effort in weeding of streets on the route. It may be beneficial to walk 
the route prior to judging.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Wild flower plantings and other new plantings such as the Rosa rugosa hedge in Cross Flatts Park to 
attract insects and butterflies, the clearance works at Waincliffe Woods and the water conservation 
practices at Clarksfield Allotments.  The raised planters at Clarksfield Allotments for disabled gardeners 
along with the wheelchair access to them are very commendable and the provision of a composting toilet is 
good to see and the fact it is disabled friendly is even better.  The compost recycling facility at Cross Flatts 
Park, the recycling/dividing of plants for reuse elsewhere and the reuse of planters sourced from other 
areas.  South Leeds Heritage Trail Information boards at the entrances to Cross Flatts Park and those in 
the historic Holbeck Cemetery aimed at protecting and preserving these valuable green spaces.  The 
colour co-ordination of planters particularly outside business premises and the abundance of good In 
Bloom signage 

Areas for Improvement 

Build on the contacts with the council and with the local community to ensure every effort is made to 
continue improving the quality of the local environment for everyone in the community.  Continue to 
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encourage businesses and residents to make the most of their own frontages and to keep them free of litter 
and graffiti.  A little more emphasis on litter picking along the route. Particular areas noticed by the judges 
were beer cans in planters and a large amount of litter on the back of the wall of Holbeck cemetery.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

There was clear evidence of all-year-round planning of new projects and implementation by working parties 
in the well-produced portfolio and through our discussions. The excellent working relationships established 
by the In Bloom Group with its numerous public, private and voluntary sector partners to ensure financial 
and physical resources are available to implement environmental improvements and to extend the range of 
floral displays.  High level of participation by other local organisations and local residents within the 
community demonstrating good support for the competition.   Very good awareness of the In Bloom 
campaign through posters, In Bloom signs, fundraising events including sales of plants, calendars and 
cards and the excellent promotional website.   The enthusiasm of local ward councillors gives high profile 
support to the group, which also assists fundraising together with business sponsorship and gift-aided 
donations.  

Areas for Improvement 

Keep working on the excellent joint working arrangements with partner organisations to ensure that the 
current level of achievement is maintained and new improvement projects continue to be made. 

 

Birstall 

Introduction 

Birstall is a small town which has the advantage of having a large Country Park and Hall within its 
boundary. The businesses and shops in the town appear to be thriving and there are a number of 
community groups working together to a common objective of improving the environment and well being of 
the population of Birstall.  The town has a number of schools, but on this occasion the judges did not get to 
visit any of them, although it was clear that the schools were involved in the Bloom initiative 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The Mediterranean garden adjacent to the travel agency was very pertinent in these times of water 
restrictions.  The new garden with the sustainable planting and the re-use of polyanthus plants at the 
entrance to the public toilets was well maintained and planted; a credit to all concerned. 

Areas for Improvement 

More shrub planting could be included in the sustainable planted areas to add structure and the addition of 
a small number of spring hanging baskets may be helpful. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Oakwell Hall and gardens had many areas to encourage wildlife and increase biodiversity. The Faith 
Garden was particularly interesting. Work being carried out on the planting of the wild flower areas was to 
be commended and it was pleasing to see the recycling of sets from the market area within Oakwell Park. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consideration could be given to the implementation of more composting, water harvesting and recycling.  
The history of the town and particularly that pertaining to Joseph Priestley and his monument, could be 
included on interpretation information in the town centre 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges were particularly impressed with the children’s poster competition and the use of a common 
template for each set of posters.  It was also impressive to see the number of children involved in the 
poster competition and the enthusiastic support given by the Library staff to both the children and In Bloom 
initiative 

Areas for Improvement 

It may have been useful to have met more of the people involved during stops on the judging route with a 
short presentation at the end of the judging route to expand on the portfolio. 

 

Bramhope 

Introduction 

We were welcomed by a very keen Bramhope in Bloom group. It is clear the group has made significant 
strides since being re-formed in 2009. There is an abundance of horticultural knowledge and 
unquestionable enthusiasm. The group has a refreshing focus towards sustainability and this is perhaps 
something other more established groups could take a lead from. Bramhope has the potential to go further 
within the competition given time.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The group cleverly uses evergreen shrubs and grasses for all year round impact. Pockets of bedding plants 
also provide extra colour and are strategically placed in themed barrels throughout the village.   The 
memorial garden looked resplendent, under the watchful eye of Doug and Corinne.   The residential 
gardens were of a consistently high standard throughout the route.   The revamped beds along The Parade 
were tastefully planted with a pleasing mix of shrubs, bulbs and grasses.  The group has an excellent 
working relationship with many retailers in the village. 

Areas for Improvement 

We hope you carry on with the focus you already have and continue to use sustainable planting schemes 
where possible.  The Memorial garden would benefit from more sempervivums, saxifrages or alpines in the 
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front retaining wall to further complement the existing design.  We look forward to the further tidying of the 
medical centre grounds as time allows. Could any help be given to the Centre's gardener by anyone from 
the Bloom group? 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

There is a nice wild feel to the area near to the well.   It was pleasing to note that wildflower seed has been 
sown on a grass verge in a prominent part of the village.  There is much being done to minimize 
dependency on water and also a commendable effort to keep down the number of bedding plants used to a 
minimum. The discreetly positioned water butt was a nice touch at the Memorial garden.  The village was 
generally clean and tidy and litter- free throughout. 

Areas for Improvement 

Identify more areas in the village suitable for wildflower plugs or seed sowing. Would the Puritan Chapel 
site be suitable to create wildflower pockets?  Continue to work with the relevant people to improve and 
make safe the uneven part of the flagged pavement between the Puritan Chapel and the Britannia Hotel.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Although a relatively new group, there is healthy a depth of on going projects.  The group has to be 
commended for their excellent working relationship with the Scouts. Congratulations to Bramhope Primary 
school for their well-deserved feature in Garden Answers Magazine and for the good work in general that is 
going on at the school led by Sandy. The group are very efficient financially and costs are relatively low due 
to the lack of dependency on bedding plants and good recycling principle they have. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider a Facebook or Twitter presence to further promote the group and attract even more interest. Try 
to forge a closer relationship with the local pub. Could they sponsor a bed? Could the judging route start or 
finish there to develop further links?  There are still external streams of funding available for community 
based groups despite the tough financial climate. Do you have any dedicated improvement schemes in 
mind that could trigger funding? 

 

Calverley 

Introduction 

A very warm welcome was given by the keen and committed In Bloom group. Pride in their community is 
very evident and a delightful display of spring flowers could be seen throughout. An excellent and varied 
entry, which was a pleasure to judge. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Overall impact in all areas is a credit to the group who ensure that the very high standard is maintained 
throughout.  The raised beds at the allotments are to be commended.  The standard of maintenance and 
general good horticultural practice at Brookleigh Sheltered Housing is a credit to the residents.  
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Areas for Improvement 

The contribution of summer displays by businesses will further enhance the entry. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The standard of cleanliness is outstanding - a credit to all involved.  The efforts by everyone at St Wilfrids is 
to be congratulated. It is an excellent example of what can be achieved. Thoughtful consideration has been 
given to all groups and authorities involved and the result is a well managed and delightful area. 

Areas for Improvement 

Make sure all street furniture is maintained. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The In Bloom group has developed very good relationships with lots of other community groups, 
particularly the Rotarians and the benefits the community are much in evidence. 

Areas for Improvement 

Look into whether the excellent display boards can be placed elsewhere - perhaps in the library.  

 

Elland 

Introduction 

Elland has great potential in Yorkshire in Bloom, not only for its interesting architectural buildings but also 
for the enthusiasm of the people involved and support from many different organisations.  Elland like many 
other towns has its difficulties and is working hard to overcome them. It does however have the potential to 
reach the high levels in the Yorkshire in Bloom competition 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

All credit should be given to the allotment holders at Spa Well Allotment who are doing outstanding work on 
their sites. Credit should also be given to the staff from Calderdale Council for the significant contribution 
they make to the Elland in Bloom.  Elland Bridge Riverside Park has a great potential which the work to 
date has greatly enhanced and the judges look forward to further improvements in the future.  Hazel 
Metcalfe’s garden was a pleasure to see, which together with her infectious enthusiasm for gardening 
warrants a well done Hazel! from the judges 

Areas for Improvement 

Attention to detail could enhance the appearance of areas, particularly grass cutting to the edge of an area, 
removal of weeds when edging off grass areas and the weeding of planted areas 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Old Earth Primary School is doing excellent work with wind power, solar panels for water heating and 
electric generation and water harvesting. The judges were impressed with the knowledge of vegetable 
growing the children showed. The wild flower area within the school grounds is to be commended.  Elland 
in Bloom and Elland District partnership are also doing good work planting and sowing wild flowers while 
promoting the in bloom initiative. 

Areas for Improvement 

Regrettably it has to be said that there was a noticeable amount of litter to be seen and more could 
possibly be done with regard to general recycling, with the exception of Old Earth Primary School 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

It is clear that the Elland District partnership have involved many groups in the In Bloom initiative and 
Calderdale Council local staff have made substantial input together with individuals to make a note worthy 
contribution to projects like Play to Grow. There are also a number of commendable residential gardens 
making the town more appealing 

Areas for Improvement 

It would have been beneficial for the judges to meet more of the individuals involved on the tour round the 
town. It was unclear how engaged local businesses and shops were with the In Bloom entry. No notices or 
posters were noted in the shops and there was no evidence of newsletter or other form of distributing 
information about the good work Elland in Bloom are carrying out. 

 

Holbeck 

Introduction 

In only its second year the dedicated and enthusiastic In Bloom group is making a clear impression in 
Holbeck through it’s wide ranging environmental activities. The organisational abilities of its members and 
the extent of support from public and private partnerships are bringing new life to the community which is 
undergoing considerable changes due to a number of current development opportunities.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The bold planting in appropriately substantial wooden and other planters strategically located to create the 
greatest impact within a predominantly urban environment.  The quality and variety of the plants in 
containers on the frontage to Ingram Road Primary School together with the introduction of more 
sustainable planting.  The attempts to introduce colour within the very limited front gardens of back to back 
houses encouraged by the gardens competition introduced by the In Bloom group.   The clearance of the 
overgrown areas at the top of Tilburys and introduction of new plantings. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Consideration might be given to some wall plantings adjacent the new raised beds at the Community 
Centre.  Replanting of the shrub border adjacent St Matthews Community Centre together with the 
introduction of larger hanging baskets on the building to create more impact.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The excellent environmental partnerships that have been developed with over 30 public and private 
sponsors and supporters enabling resources to be made available to bring about a wide range of 
environmental improvements.  The introduction of bird and bat boxes at the top of Tilburys following the 
clearance of the overgrown vegetation.  The plans to introduce wild flower areas at the local school.  The 
on-going development of the Green Corridor project along the historic walking route between Holbeck and 
Leeds City centre and the innovative plans to introduce further wildflower meadows on vacant land and 
Holbeck Meadows to attract bees and butterflies which was featured in the recent BBC Television’s Bees, 
Butterflies and Blooms programme.  The funding of additional litter bins by private contributions is a very 
positive step and the fact that Leeds city council has agreed to empty them and to add additional bins as 
well is very commendable.  

Areas for Improvement 

Introduction of Interpretation boards in the community raised beds at St Matthews Community Centre.  
Introduction of perennial wild flower seed mix instead of annual sowings.  More evidence of the recycling 
activities taking place within the community.  Although it was very clear that great efforts have been made 
in controlling litter we felt that there was still more to be done. We understand the new litter bins will make a 
difference and we look forward to seeing an improvement in the summer. Continue to encourage 
businesses and residents to make the most of their own frontages and to keep them free of litter and 
graffiti.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Clear evidence of all-year-round planning and involvement by the In Bloom Group and its numerous 
partners, particularly evidenced by the portfolio and excellent visual display of achievements throughout the 
year and proposed future development.  The introduction of the Tools Loan Scheme at the Holbeck 
Community Centre enabling and encouraging residents to improve their own gardens/frontages and to 
participate in the wider community improvement projects. Good generation of awareness through posters, 
In Bloom signs, press articles, the Holbeck in Bloom blog site and the quarterly South Leeds Life magazine 
enabling excellent publicity to be given to the work of the group and its partners.  Participation by other 
local organisations and local residents demonstrating good support for the competition.  The wide range of 
funding opportunities being pursued from grant-making bodies, public sector bodies and local resources 
through year-round fundraising activities, sponsorship and practical help in kind. 

Areas for Improvement 

Whilst fully recognising the difficulties presented by the transitory residential population, maintain and 
where possible develop current levels of local community participation particularly by the local school.  As 
discussed consider a dedicated web site for the In Bloom Group.  It was suggested by the judges that it 
may be possible for Holbeck in Bloom to get funding from “awards for all” for replacement of the fencing 
around the ball court at Holbeck community centre.  
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Owlthorpe 

Introduction 

This urban area is fortunate to have a large area of open space of a rural nature at the hart of the 
community. The land offers a variety of grazed fields, woodland, wet land and maintained land. The 
important point is that Owlthorpe community forum have taken on and now actively manage large areas of 
land and associated projects.  These projects range from the provision of planters in residential areas, to 
planting hundreds of metres of hedge rows, this along with the new fence line amounts to 1.5km plus the 
construction of 1.2km of new footpath.  The community Forum work with a year round programme of litter 
picks, working days and health walks. They also work with local schools and the college to provide 
gardening experiences for young people. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

There are a large number of achievements, so we will briefly outline the main ones.  The college green wall 
and police station planting.  The School garden and presentation by the children.  The Orchard planting of 
old varieties grafted by community members.  The Medical centre wall planter that incorporate shrubs that 
will be used in other sites when too big for the planters. 

Areas for Improvement 

The planting at the medical centre concrete wall is starting to develop, continue to try to establish plants in 
this difficult area.  Monitor the trees at Donetsk way to ensure they get established. The wildflower area at 
this location may also need a modified maintenance programme. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The litter picking programme is well established and very effective it is unfortunate that it needs to be done. 
Hedge rows planted with the help of 150 children, providing new habits and boundaries.  The use of cattle 
to manage the field areas. 

Areas for Improvement 

Complete the access path for the Owlthorpe Heritage and Nature trail and improve access as funds allow. 
Consider the volume of maintenance work that is being created at the start of a project to ensure that the 
current high standards are maintained. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group has involved the community with consultation events, and has 315 members in its own right.  
Fund raising has been successful by accessing a number of small pots of money thus increasing the 
amount of work need rather than getting lager amounts.  The introduction of Heritage trails and path links 
provides very good benefits to the whole area.  The group sets out to improve life in the area this has 
included seeking funding for solar panels working with a number of schools on projects and generally 
helping the whole community. 
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Areas for Improvement 

With so much being achieved and an on going programme being in place, it really is a case of carry on with 
the very good work. 

 

Sowerby Bridge 

Introduction 

The judges were given a warm welcome by Sheila Tordoff and it was good to meet many of the people who 
support and work for Sowerby Bridge in Bloom. We were very impressed with all that Sheila has achieved 
since she became chairman of the group. Sowerby Bridge is a good place to visit with the two canals, and 
the lovely surrounding scenery. The work done by the In Bloom group, is making the town much more 
attractive thus contributing to the tourist industry which in turn benefits the whole economy of the town.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Areas of Achievement: The planting of the tubs around the canal basin and in the town added colour and 
interest to the area and it was good to see some sustainable planting throughout. The Bolton Brow 
Gardens and Crow Wood Park, maintained by Calderdale Council were good and a real asset to the 
community. They had an excellent variety of plants, trees and shrubs and the Snake Beds looked 
spectacular. There were many good residential gardens, demonstrating commitment and support for In 
Bloom and we noted the successful garden competition.  

Areas for Improvement 

It would be beneficial to see more business premises contributing to the Sowerby Bridge in Bloom and we 
look forward to seeing the hanging baskets in summer. There are still areas along by the canal which could 
benefit from cultivation in the future.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

All the areas visited appeared clean, tidy and litter free and Calderdale Council have a good policy of 
dealing with graffiti, fly posting etc. The Canal Basin with the lovely statue at the entrance has been 
tastefully regenerated and is well maintained. The Link with Sowerby Bridge Waterways and the work that 
they do is an excellent example of working with others to preserve the local and natural heritage and 
should continue and develop in the future. The proposal to develop a wild flower meadow is excellent and 
we hope it comes to fruition hopefully with links to some young people. More wildlife areas and facilities 
e.g., bird and bat boxes along with more insect, bee and butterfly friendly plants would be beneficial. Bins 
for dog fouling along the canal. We will look forward to seeing the allotments and the re-cycling areas in the 
summer.  

Areas for Improvement 

The proposal to develop a wild flower meadow is excellent and we hope it comes to fruition hopefully with 
links to some young people. More wildlife areas and facilities eg bird and bat boxes along with more insect, 
bee and butterfly friendly plants would be beneficial. Bins for dog fouling along the canal. We will look 
forward to seeing the allotments and the re-cycling areas in the summer.  
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The enthusiasm generated by all those who contribute is to be commended and the many ideas discussed 
should certainly move the project forward.  The publicity is good and there are good links with the local 
newspaper.  There is evidence that there is some good support and sponsorship from businesses and this 
is a very worthwhile avenue to pursue.  

Areas for Improvement 

It would be a great asset to the project if more people and groups could be involved, so it is well worth 
while continuing with the excellent work that has already been done.  It would be a good idea to put some 
examples of the press coverage into the portfolio.  Work with young people should be developed and 
hopefully a visit to a school can be included in the tour in the summer. 

 

Starbeck 

Introduction 

Starbeck is a large urban community with a varied and interesting history. This began with the planning of 
the early Turnpike Road by blind Jack Metcalf to run through Starbeck, and then its development as a 
railway centre with the arrival of the railway. The population increased along with the prosperity of the area. 
The “In Bloom” group was formed 16 years ago and, since then,, has developed into an extremely efficient 
and well organised groups, with excellent leadership and direction. Judging day was a most enjoyable and 
well run experience for the judges. Well done and Thank You Starbeck. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Throughout the tour we noticed that a great deal of care and attention had been given to the horticultural 
and floral displays, all of which were artistic and extremely well presented. Good colour combinations had 
been employed reflecting an in depth knowledge of the varieties of plants which work well together. All the 
areas were neat and tidy and thee were people available at every area to provide any extra information 
which was required. 

Areas for Improvement 

Not a criticism, more a helpful comment! The large Methodist Church garden looked very beautiful but was 
also extremely labour intensive. The large area of grassland on the left hand side would be perfect for a 
wild flower area and, once established, would require less maintenance. It would also fit well into 
conservation and biodiversity (B1). 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Environmental responsibility was of paramount importance and extremely well achieved with all areas 
clean, tidy and well presented.  Resource management was first class and made particularly more 
interesting because of the talk and demonstration by “Rummage, the Pirate” about recycling at Betty’s and 
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Taylors. It was also heartening to see the involvement of youth groups, both disabled and able bodied, in 
the project.  The rain forest project is an inspired idea and we hope that it will be achieved successfully. 

Areas for Improvement 

Be careful to keep an eye out for litter in all unlikely areas. This is only “nit picking” as most areas were 
immaculate. However, there was litter in a stream used as a boundary marker – not easily seen unless you 
are looking for it! 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Community participation was apparent in all areas and their enthusiasm and dedication was obvious. The 
tour was extremely well run and was a credit to the organisers. Everyone was friendly and helpful and keen 
to explain the different aspects of the tour, which resulted in a most enjoyable and informative visit for the 
judges.  We were particularly impressed with our visit to Springwater School and their Sensory Garden 
and, of course, to the super Hand print workshop. Everyone’s commitment to the “In Bloom” project was 
obvious and their enthusiasm was infectious.  The importance and value of the year round calendar was 
also noted.  Sculptures and set pieces around Starbeck were humorous, impressive and enjoyed by all, 
particularly the ornamental metal work and “Man on a Bike”.  Many thanks to all concerned for such an 
enjoyable and enlightening visit. Well done to the committee and all involved. 

Areas for Improvement 

 

Woodlesford 

Introduction 

Woodlesford in Bloom is a strong and effective team consisting of members with a wide range of skills who 
work alongside other action groups such as Friends of Rothwell Country Park and the Swillington Ings Bird 
Group.  The creation of the Green is an impressive achievement and there is a high level of involvement 
with the nursery and primary schools and the residents of the housing estates. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The residents of the Langdale and Maltings housing estates and Alma Street have fine displays which they 
maintain to an excellent standard. The school garden and allotment are impressive. Woodlesford Lock is a 
splendid area which is enhanced by the new orchard. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue with the planned projects; the creation of a new bed by the bookmakers, the allotments at the 
Lock and the development of the park. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The street furniture is made from recycled material and the Christmas Tree is a permanent feature on the 
Green.  The pots in the flower beds to reflect the former pottery and the hooping stone at the entrance to 
the country park add interest. 

Areas for Improvement 

Complete the wildflower area.  Consider a mowing regime to develop biodiversity when planning the new 
orchard and developing the park.  Consider how water could be recycled.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group have excellent funding and support structures in place. The team have formed strong links with 
a wide range of groups within the community; Giraffe's Nursery, primary school children and their parents, 
volunteers from First Direct and the Scout movement.  The residents are kept well-informed of the group's 
activities and are actively encouraged to participate. 

Areas for Improvement 

When creating the new shelter in the school garden, consider including provision for the observation of 
birds and other wildlife. 
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Category 2B: Small Town 

Bishopthorpe 

Introduction 

Bishopthorpe is a picturesque village which lies to the south of York and has a rich history and where it was 
once mainly agricultural it is now a commuter base. There is the potential for Bishopthorpe to blossom into 
a good contender in the "in Bloom" competition with a wider involvement of the community. 
The marks do not give a true picture but reflect what the judges were shown within the criteria.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The tiered planter at crossroad opposite library.  The Pinfold and sensory garden maintained by Brunswick 
Organic Nursery.  St Andrews church grounds.  The Marcia public house displays. 

Areas for Improvement 

Oblong planter could benefit from some sustainable planting to give height. Removal of dead shrub at 
Pinfold and addition of evergreen screening to form backdrop.  Greater involvement from businesses with 
tubs or planters at their premises. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The area around the ruins of old St Andrews church and the woodland at Bishopthorpe Palace. 

Areas for Improvement 

Puzzled why bark chippings had been placed over grass round established trees in churchyard.  Chantry 
Lane seat needed clean up and weed removal.  Further development round library and crossroads area. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

In Bloom on village website.  Meeting had been held to encourage involvement and a further one planned. 

Areas for Improvement 

Try to involve youth groups or schools perhaps with a poster competition the results of which could be 
utilised on notice boards for publicity.  Foster sponsorship and involvement of local businesses who could 
benefit from publicity. 

 

Dunnington 

Introduction 

Dunnington lies to the east of York and clearly shows the residents commitment to the "In Bloom" 
competition and a community that is thriving and cares. The many organisations in the village from the 
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Hassacar Nature reserve to the snow wardens and local stewardship farmer all play an important part in 
the presentation. The In Bloom group also involves all age groups with very positive results. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Very Good overall floral displays with many well maintained and colourful displays of seasonal bedding and 
perennial planting enhanced by the high quality of hanging baskets.  The private gardens were generally of 
high standard.  St Nicholas Parish Church is maintained by a dedicated landscape maintenance team. 
Grass cutting throughout the village was to a high standard. 

Areas for Improvement 

Some of the floral features and bedding lacked impact.  Although the hanging baskets were high quality in 
plant material larger baskets would be easier to maintain for water retention and would give greater impact.  
Beware of leaving grass clippings where clumping leaves a residue spoiling overall effect. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The development of the new cemetery with plans to include biodiversity.  Eastfield Lane corner reparation 
of traffic damage and repairs to vandalised plough and Wicker structure.  Julia's garden and recycling of 
paving, provision for wildlife, plans for diversifying planting and quality seating for visitors.  The visit to 
Hassacar Nature reserve was very informative and clearly a place that fosters interest of young and older 
members of the community.  Pavement stencilling results of less dog fouling. 

Areas for Improvement 

Standard of grass at Eastfield lane corner needs attention particularly to weeds.  It was a delight to see the 
school vegetable beds but we are concerned that the overhanging tree may cause problems with watering 
and production due to light. it may prove beneficial to site these further from tree canopy. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

We must admire the enthusiasm of the group to take on the grass cutting contract and to extend this to 
snow wardens, a high profile opportunity and benefit to the residents.  The planning and development of 
the "In Bloom" structure which is working so well with involvement with other groups.  The fund raising and 
sponsorship is a high priority for the group. A special mention to the "Your Village Needs You" leaflet and 
thanks to Redmove for sponsorship. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue to foster business community involvement as the "In Bloom" initiative is considered to have 
positive 
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Holmfirth 

Introduction 

Holmfirth provided a lovely welcoming atmosphere with its bustling streets already busy with people visiting 
this charming market town.  The atmosphere of the main streets and tourist attractions are well 
complemented by an array of attractions just off the beaten path, that celebrate aspects of both Holmfirth’s 
character and heritage   As a relatively new entry to Yorkshire in Bloom, Holmfirth has great potential for 
development and progress in the competition. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The colourful and attractive flower beds and borders in parks, gardens and green spaces around the town.  
The contrast provided by the two main green spaces, Holmside Gardens with its more formal flower beds 
and planting and Victoria Park with its swathes of spring bulbs set into the challenging and spectacular 
hillside landscape.  The work that is being done with local commerce and trade and the businesses that are 
enhancing their properties and the town with floral displays despite some very real ‘challenges’.  The good 
projects that have been started providing solid foundations for future development.  

Areas for Improvement 

The judges would like to see more residential front gardens and further evidence of the garden competition.  
Possible involvement of representatives from the Local Authority horticultural service to outline planting 
practises and strategies.  Consider further work on incorporating sustainable planting into flower beds.  
Photographs or displays of features such as allotments would provide useful evidence if we are unable to 
visit them. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The local environmental quality of the main streets was good and whilst busy they were litter free.  Your 
creation of the ‘Blue Plaque Trail’ to celebrate your local heritage and to encourage visitors to explore and 
appreciate parts of Holmfirth they may not otherwise see.  Your management of street furniture and 
signage with the removal of excess signs and the refurbishment or replacement of existing signs and street 
furniture.  The new bench sponsored by the Rotary Club with its intriguing design is worthy of mention.  The 
refurbishment schemes and art features that are enhancing Holmfirth in a way that is sympathetic to and in 
keeping with the character of the town. 

Areas for Improvement 

We understand that not all graffiti falls within the remit of the Local Authority but wonder if you could 
consider working with local business to tackle tagging, perhaps as part of the Tidy Trader scheme.  There 
was some litter on secondary streets and alleyways, particularly cigarette ends, small disposal bins in key 
locations may help.  The judges would like to hear more about the biodiversity of the River Holme and 
plans to conserve and enhance natural habitats.  We would also like to hear about future 
conservation/resource management strategies and plans. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

We would like to commend the dedication and passion of Tara & Sue in instigating and driving Holmfirth in 
Bloom.  The contribution of the Rotary Club and the many excellent initiatives that they support and 
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sponsor.  Your Tidy Trader scheme and the partnership between yourselves and the Area Committee to 
encourage participation in Bloom initiatives.   The partnership with the Tourist Information Centre to 
encourage communication and the promotion of Holmfirth. 

Areas for Improvement 

Could you involve other partners on judging days to provide more information about how their roles and 
activities contribute to Holmfirth in Bloom. Examples would be business representatives and the Rotary 
Club.  Work with the local media to enlist their support in promoting in Bloom.  Consider using existing 
resources to promote In Bloom, for example strap lines or logo’s in leaflets, posters in the notice boards at 
the Civic Hall, signs in flower beds etc.  We would like to see more of the work that you are doing to 
encourage the participation of the wider community and with local schools. 

 

Hunmanby  

Introduction 

Despite a bitterly cold day for judging the welcome was very warm from Hunmanby and a pleasure for the 
judges to visit. A well organised and experienced team gave us a comprehensive tour of the village with 
many highlights. The passion and commitment from the whole team is very evident and the innovation in 
tackling issues is unique. It is evident that the community takes much pride in its surroundings and wants to 
improve the area for everyone.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The planting of daffodils create stunning spring colour around the village. The many well kept communal 
areas around the village such as the community centre, Bayley Gardens, the notice board garden and 
churchyard. The educational leaflet on summer planting is most helpful to residents maybe more nectar 
rich species/varieties of seasonal bedding could be considered. The developments at the allotments in 
such a short time.  

Areas for Improvement 

The judges understand the decision about the hanging baskets but feel there should be some thought put 
in to create some further seasonal colour.  Continue to encourage businesses to participate in the bloom 
campaign.  Consider splitting some of the larger clumps of primroses in the churchyard and either 
replanting or selling as a fundraiser.  It would be useful to hear more about the God's Acre and 
maintenance schedule. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Innovative project for the Good Dog campaign involving the children to design the posters.  Excellent work 
in restoring the Market Cross maybe some interpretation of the history could be considered for the visitors. 
The clear and informative interpretation of the nectar flower bed at Sebastopol. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider some tree planting on the golf course to create the next generation of trees. The judges recognise 
the planned bat and amphibian surveys and following the surveys maybe more information could be given 
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about the woodland and wildlife conservation at the golf course and some further surveys considered.   
Great to read the history of Hunmanby perhaps a heritage leaflet or trail could be developed around the 
village. Maybe consider adding some agricultural implements as floral features around the village to 
recognise the rural heritage.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Great to hear that the local Bloom groups are liaising together to share facilities and skills. The efforts at 
Hungate Court to create a delightful garden for the residents - it was interesting to hear about all the future 
plans and the difference it has made to the residents. The improvements made to the railway station and 
the planting to encourage the wildlife. The involvement of all age groups within the village to create a better 
environment including the brownies and local schoolchildren. Excellent year round involvement with a 
variety of events, fundraisers and working parties maybe a newsletter could be considered.  

Areas for Improvement 

Consider entering the Community Centre garden and Hungate Court as "It's your Neighbourhood" entries.  

 

Kirkbymoorside 

Introduction 

Kirkbymoorside in Bloom are an enthusiastic and very active group and we thank them for their warm 
welcome. Our first impression was of a town that is well cared for: beautiful floral displays, natural habitats 
that are carefully tended and a spotlessly clean town. Moreover, we were very impressed by the 
involvement and support of so many other groups in the community, acting together. The residents and 
businesses of Kirkbymoorside have every right to be proud of their town.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Some beautiful floral displays around the town and in the town centre, particularly the pyramid-barrel 
display (around the lamp-post) and the display outside the flower shop. The grass verges were immaculate 
and all green spaces were extremely well maintained. There were good beds of sustainable plants. 
Residential gardens were well kept and attractive. We loved the colourful "Brownie" garden, which is now 
maintained by the group.  

Areas for Improvement 

Try to ensure that the barrels are well filled and brimming with plants so that they make an impact – no 
bare areas of soil showing.   Do continue with your plans for securing hanging baskets this summer! 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The town was spotlessly clean and tidy. Dog walking areas were well supplied with dog waste-bag holders, 
restocked by the in Bloom group. There were good recycling facilities. The ‘give or take days’ organised by 
the Environment Group (supported by Ryedale District Council) are an absolutely excellent idea. The 
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natural habitats at the weir and Manor Vale were well maintained and carefully cared for, thanks to 
Kirkbymoorside Town Council and to local volunteers, including the in Bloom group. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the new interpretive board at Manor Vale woods - which is being 
arranged by the in Bloom group. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The Group works hard to raise its profile and the very successful ‘best kept garden’ competition and award 
ceremony is a good example of this. There is a good program of fundraising events, in particular the open 
Gardens Day introduced in 2011 and the market stalls held regularly in the Main Street.  There was 
excellent involvement and participation by the whole community, including the Environment Group, the 
Quaker Group, local businesses, Ryedale Natural History Group, the local Horticultural Club, the Primary 
School and the Scouts.  

Areas for Improvement 

Do continue your initiative to work with the town environmental group – it sounds exciting. 

 

Menston  

Introduction 

Menston is a thriving busy village, which is situated within the commuter belt for surround towns and cities. 
The village is surrounded by rolling countryside and the village centre was well kept with plenty of spring 
colour, which was a credit to the In Bloom group who were full of enthusiasm and eager to show off all the 
village and the wider community had to offer. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The mixed spring colour both bulbs and perennial at St Johns Parish church was a credit to the couple that 
maintained the grounds.  The many colourful planters around the village that the group maintain.  The high 
standard of residential front gardens along the route.  The new spring bulb displays to the entrance of the 
community centre that have been recycled from last year’s spring bedding.  The many green space’s 
around the village planted up with spring bulbs was good to see. 

Areas for Improvement 

Carry on working with the local authority to achieve the full potential/ development of Butterfield Park, 
possibly consider forming a friends of group which would enable funding and grants to be sourced.  The 
railway garden could be further enhanced with some interpretation and or signage advertising the In Bloom 
groups work.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 
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The memorial stone and plaque commemorating the first world war and the people of the village involved.  
The recycling area at the rear of the community centre and the local Councils door step collection has to be 
commended.  The lack of litter/dog fouling/graffiti within the village was a real credit to the community.  The 
recycling bins at meadow lea, the many water buts around the village, the raised planters with reservoirs 
within them and the railway garden plant recycling are just some of the many ways this group are reducing 
the impact to the environment. Well done!! 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue the wild flower development outside the library and consider including annual wild flowers within 
Butterfield park.  Consider approaching local business’s for sponsorship of in bloom projects (past, present 
and future) around the village.  Some interpretation at Butterfields park would pull in the wider community 
and add interest. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The group have to be commended on the many funding opportunities they have sourced over the last year.  
It was good to hear positive comments from members of the public about the groups efforts to improve the 
visual impact of the village.  It was good to hear plans to include the local school children to sow wild flower 
seeds and plant trees within the park as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations this year. 

Areas for Improvement 

Carry on with building the working relationship with Menston Primary and with the plans to help promote 
and develop the nature area within the school grounds.  Consider introducing some fruit tree’s (community 
orchid) within the green spaces around the village. 

 

Messingham 

Introduction 

A rain soaked day could not dampen the enthusiasm of Sue and John who waited patiently for the judges 
to arrive before setting out on a journey through a beautiful village nestling on the Yorkshire border.  The 
village of Messingham goes back to the doomsday book and has a rightful place in being involved in the “In 
Bloom” competition and involved they are. The impact that is seen by the work of local residents in 
maintaining not only their own gardens but the local verges, roundabouts and flower beds is a credit to all 
involved.  There is a lot of work going on in the area and not all is openly visual to the local people and this 
should be advertised quite readily by the ”In Bloom” group to promote themselves and encourage more 
volunteers to their cause. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Very colourful spring bedding plantings were seen around the whole area and in places that were not 
expected. All of a high standard of maintenance that added a pleasant backdrop to many roads and verges 
in the village.  The plantings fronting the CO-OP store and the quality of maintenance was excellent and 
reflected the input by local volunteer gardeners and showed what a change could make to this road 
junction.  The standard of the vast number of housing estate front gardens show that there is a local desire 
to have a very pleasant area to live in which reflects on the efforts of all concerned.  The management and 
planning of the allotment site is unique and has the potential to ensure that no space is wasted and all who 
want to grow can do so. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Look to change the plant combinations in the flower beds, boxes and planters to give some variation 
around the area using other plants such as Pansy and Wallflower along with the Polyanthus.  Where 
possible include some of the local business premises into the tour to show their involvement in the village.  
The High Street is central to the village and there may be opportunities here to look to enhance the street 
with selected planting tubs, baskets or similar. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The Sand Quarry Reserve is a vital part of the village area and as an SSI  it is an added bonus to all.  The 
whole village area was very clean, tidy and with no signs of graffiti or vandalism, showing that there is 
collective concern for the welfare of the village.  The old sand quarry fishing lakes development is a site 
that could be a future wildlife area as well as an ongoing business.  An historic village such as this needs to 
identify their Local Heritage and make sure it is brought to the attention of not only residents but visitors 
alike. 

Areas for Improvement 

Include the Church grounds into future tours as this is part of the local history and heritage.  The continued 
development of the Sand Quarry Reserves needs to be managed well and the groups input via the Wild 
Life trust is essential.  Consider having leaflets available for the Reserve area highlighting the flora & fauna 
that is there in conjunction with the interpretive sign boards on site.  Look to include some connection with 
the recycling section of the Local Authority if no schemes are undertaken in house by the group or locals.  
Tap into the fishing lakes development as a future project that the group could undertake to develop for 
wildlife etc. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

There is a great deal of interest shown by local residents in maintaining a very delightful village atmosphere 
for Messingham.  A substantial Local Authority grant is maintaining the Groups activities in dealing with 
local areas and issues.  The Holme Meadow horse show is a part of the village life and as such is an 
integral part of the local history. 

Areas for Improvement 

A brief portfolio or description of the “In Bloom” group’s activities, past, present and future would be helpful 
not only to the group themselves but local residents and importantly the judge’s prior to their visit.  Ensure 
that the press coverage of any event organised by the Group, including the judging dates, is well 
documented in local papers and notice boards.  Some additional funding may be needed through further 
sponsorship of various flower beds, baskets, planters etc. to ensure continuity of the Group and their future 
aims.  A visit to see any projects being undertaken by local school children, youth organisations or 
community groups would be helpful. 

 

 

 



 54 

Pickering 

Introduction 

Pickering is a small historic market town at the heart of North Yorkshire with a population size of 
approximately 6000. The town has a very enthusiastic 'In Bloom' group of about 12 key volunteers who 
maintain an array of delightful displays of spring flowers in tubs and planters across the town. Despite the 
poor weather, the judges would like to extend a huge thanks to Peter Emmerson, Vonnie Atkinson and 
Town Mayor, Joan Lovejoy for giving up their time to show them around their beautiful town and would like 
to congratulate them for their continued efforts and participation in the 'Yorkshire in Bloom' Campaign.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

On leaving the Memorial Hall via Potter Hill it was noted that the Spring bulbs on the grass verge were very 
impressive. Also the floral features at Keldhead Pond Gardens are worthy of a special mention due to all 
the hard work that has been put in by Sandra Pickering.  In addition, the Judges liked the sustainable 
planting in the 'garden for all seasons' at the Beck Isle Museum and are particularly looking forward to 
seeing the progress on the proposed improvements to the Ropery Toilets Garden in the Summer.   
Private gardens were tidy and well maintained especially along Swainsea Lane and the competition garden 
on Middleton Road is a credit to owner David Holtby.  The judges were pleased to see the pretty window 
box displays at the front of premises on Champley Yard and the well planted mangers near the main 
roundabout provided a welcoming and colourful entrance to the town. The introduction of a new planter at 
Smiddy Hill has significantly enhanced the whole area.  The grass cutting around the town was generally 
good with the lawns around the King George 5th Memorial at Smiddy Hill looking particularly well.  

Areas for Improvement 

In addition to the spring flowers, the group may consider adding some permanent sustainable planting in 
the tubs and containers around the town.   The judges were a little disappointed to see that the 
commercial/business premises were not displaying many floral features, despite the fact that between 70 
and 80 businesses supported the group by displaying cards in their shop windows.  The beds in the Vivis 
Lane Car Park and around the Recycling Area had a little weed growth around the perimeter. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges were interested to hear that the local schools had incorporated conservation and wildlife into 
their curriculum activities and are looking forward to seeing examples in the summer tour.  Also it was good 
to see bird feeders dotted around the town; namely at the Keldhead Pond Gardens and the Town Council 
Garden at Smiddy Hill.  The judges were pleased to see that planters with reservoirs were been used to 
minimise water loss.  The town has excellent recycling facilities provided by Ryedale Council at Vivis Lane 
car park and it was good to see it been used by local residents during the judging.   Very interesting future 
plans for a Biodiversity area at Smiddy Hill together with a Jubilee theme and Olympic theme in the Ropery 
area.  The judges liked the interpretation of local heritage by theming features to reflect the history of the 
area and the little wooden train planter at Smiddy Hill was a good example of the connection with the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway.  The judges felt that the local environmental quality was good and there was a 
distinctly clean and tidy feel to the town.  
 

Areas for Improvement 

Consideration could perhaps be given to either wall mounted or pavement bins for cigarette ends 
throughout the town but particularly around takeaway food establishments – perhaps one or two could be 
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approached for funding assistance.  It was also noted that the wooden planter at Smiddy Hill and around 
the King George 5th Memorial would benefit from wood staining, the bench on Market Place near the 
phone box needs resetting and the brick planter below the Civic Society notice board at Champleys Yard 
needs repairing.  Finally, the judges felt that in terms of resource management, although the presentation 
from John Brown - Ryedale District Councils Recycling Officer was very informative the 'In Bloom' group 
themselves did not explain or demonstrate sufficiently how they were minimising the demand placed on the 
natural resources of the area. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges felt that community participation in Pickering was very good and the local Scout groups must be 
commended for their excellent work painting the railings alongside the Beck which is a shining example of 
working together.  The use of portable signage to advertise the work of the 'In Bloom' group and to 
encourage more participation from local residents is an excellent way of promoting the campaign.  The 
sponsorship by local businesses is impressive and the window card advertising is a good way of showing 
support for the town. Again the very pretty window-box planting by shop owners in Champley’s Mews is a 
good example of working together.  The judges thoroughly enjoyed the computer presentation by the 
school and will look forward to seeing more young people getting involved throughout the summer.  Finally, 
a big thank you must go to the 'In Bloom' Group and Mulberries Tea Rooms for their hospitality. 

Areas for Improvement 

It was very unfortunate that well-deserved publicity for the Pickering In Bloom group was missed by the 
local newspaper. Perhaps consideration could be given towards having regular meetings with a local 
reporter and establishing a good working relationship to assist in promoting Pickering In Bloom in the 
future. 

 

Shipley Town Centre 

Introduction 

Shipley sits in a busy urban corridor between Bradford and Saltaire. The town centre was redeveloped in 
the 1950s and 60s, but attempts to update it have been carried out in more recent years, and we found it to 
be very clean and well maintained. It has two good parks, Northcliffe Park being particularly attractive with 
good floral displays, and leisure areas. Very mixed housing stock, which lies in an undulating landscape. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Floral displays in Northcliffe Park were very good, those in town centre had clearly also been good and well 
maintained. Congratulations to Parks staff for the standards being achieved. 

Areas for Improvement 

We saw one or two very good allotments, but many were uncultivated, and there needs to be a much 
quicker turn round of use, as we understand there is a long waiting list. Prior cultivating before new 
tenancies commence would save tenants being outfaced. Allocating half plots seems a good idea.  In some 
display beds remaining odd tulips from previous years displays need removing at an early stage.  Judges 
need to see typical range of house gardens 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Good recycling area at ASDA - but some containers need cleaning!  Good consolidation of Council staff 
into Town Hall building, very central.  Very little graffiti, except on skate board site in Crowgill Park.  
Excellent quality street furniture, colour co-ordinated, well maintained.  Everywhere very clean - good staff 
supporting the initiative  

Areas for Improvement 

Passed a row of lock up garages which were rather poor.  Clean up the containers at ASDA 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The NEET project is excellent in every way, providing gardening skills, very well managed.  Good after 
school gardening club at High Craggs Primary School.  Very well supported community wheelbarrow 
competition 

Areas for Improvement 

Opportunity to visit house gardens.  See more evidence of work of Action Group 

 

Swillington 

Introduction 

A small but keen group of workers welcomed us to the village. Many improvements have been made since 
the formation of Swillington in Bloom and the group's efforts are commendable. They have built up a high 
level of support from businesses in the area and enjoy a close relationship with the local nursery.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The front of the church has been well planted with shrubs and the island beds opposite the church contains 
some attractive, sustainable planting.  The group has made its presence felt over a wide area and a theme 
has been carried on throughout the village.  

Areas for Improvement 

The route could be improved by highlighting a few residential gardens and business premises, such as 
Rocol.  Continue to move towards more sustainable planting. 

 

 



 57 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The mining wheels create impact at the approaches to the village.  The well-kept allotments are impressive, 
especially the watering systems, the pond and the notice board. Compost bins and bird boxes are in 
evidence at the back of the church.  The task of litter collection shows good results with the village being 
free of litter. As a main road runs through the centre this unfortunately means litter collection is an ongoing 
task. 

Areas for Improvement 

Some of the paved areas could be tidied up from weeds.  Encourage the development of the biodiversity 
report for the churchyard.  The Messy Church sessions could be used to produce insect hotels.  

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The planting of daffodils has been extended and additional tubs have been sited. The group have erected a 
new notice board. Payback groups, Scouts and local businesses have been involved.  

Areas for Improvement 

A competition to produce a poster or logo would serve to inform a wider audience of the scheme.  Continue 
to attempt to engage the primary school; perhaps requesting a five minute slot in a morning assembly or 
taking a stall at school event.  Continue to use articles in the parish magazine and the link on the website to 
advise the wider public of your activities and seek new members for the group.  An open garden event may 
also attract new recruits.  although only being a small village, the work of the group is well supported in a 
variety of ways by most of the business community. 

 

Upper Poppleton and Nether Poppleton 

Introduction 

Upper Poppleton is a village and civil parish in the unitary authority of the City of York on the west bank of 
the River Ouse. The name is derived from popel (pebble) and tun (farm) and means Pebble Farm because 
of the gravel bed on which it is built and is recorded in the Domsday Book as Popeltune. The village 
became a conservation area in 1993. Nether Poppleton is adjacent to Upper Poppleton and has the same 
long history and name derivation and also became a conservation area in 1993.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

All the local pubs taking part in a summer competition together with a best front garden competition for the 
accolade Garden of the Year - the judges look forward to seeing this in the summer. The green spaces are 
extremely well maintained and the new sports area is particularly good due in no small way to the 
enthusiasm and skill of Jim Fergusson. The work at Poppleton Community Railway Nursery by all the 
volunteers is outstanding plus working with the mental health hospital and local children. An ambitious but 
successful project. Commendation also to Rachel for her work at Poppleton Railway Station. 
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Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the development of the garden at the Railway Nursery with its nectar rich 
flowers and the continued crocus planting on the green and in the summer the newly refurbished maypole - 
work done by local volunteer. The new planters at the Post Office will add colour and in the summer we 
look forward to visiting the allotments and seing further colourful planters around the village. 

 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Janet Hopton at the Tithe Barn exuded enthusiasm for this project together with the work of Frances 
Jackson in the Tudor Sensory Garden using Tudor based and heavily scented plants. Both excellent. The 
community involvement in the Millennium /Tithe Barn area is very good and the renovation of the cart 
house and the raising of funds for this is to be commended. The planting of the orchard to reflect 
Poppleton's fruit growing history further illustrates it's heritage. There is a definite pride of place and the 
complete lack of litter, graffiti, dog fouling etc. reflects this. The information being displayed at the new 
sports centre on the electricity/carbon savings due to wind turbine will make the community more 
environmentally aware. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the development of the wild life area at the pond in conjunction with the 
Poppleton Wild Life Trust, also the development of the Tudor Sensory garden. Sight of recycling facilities 
for Poppleton would be appreciated at summer judging. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Poppleton in Bloom is a very young group only formed in October 2011 and the development since that 
time is to be commended. The interaction with young people at the sports centre is exceptional (390 junior 
members). Bradley's Memorial Garden at Ousebank Primary School and the new wild life area where the 
children have planted wild flower plugs should be nurtured and developed. The border at the church 
planted by 2 children was well tended. Good approaches made to local businesses and involvement with 
other groups. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the development of the local competitions. Further details of ongoing 
projects/liaison with local businesses/sponsors - planters around village etc. Do you use local press to 
inform of ongoing projects and fund raising? Judges would like to see hanging baskets provided by 
brownies around the village. 
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Category 2C: Town 

Elloughton cum Brough 

Introduction 

This is an entry for the combined communities. Following the demise of a previous bloom group a new 
arrangement was made. In bloom is dealt with by a sub committee of Elloughton Parish Council comprising 
councillors, representatives of community groups and members of the public. Two main meetings are held 
annually to plan planting, publicity and fundraising. Planting and maintenance are carried out by volunteers 
with individuals or teams doing particular areas. There is good liaison and cooperation between all the 
contributors. The Roman history of Elloughton is highlighted with schools involved in projects and a lifesize 
steel statue of a centurion awaiting a permanent site.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The Memorial garden is particularly impressive with sustainable planting and excellent spring bedding. The 
whole area is very well maintained and a credit to the community. The judges saw examples of spring 
planting throughout the tour on verges, roundabouts and in planters. The Welton Road beds are a credit to 
Val Young who plants and looks after them. 

Areas for Improvement 

Judges did not see much spring planting by shops and business premises but this is not too unusual, they 
tend to plant up more in the summer. We look forward to some good displays on our next visit. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The highlight has to be the Wolds and Riverbank Countryside Society wood at Spindlewood. The area is 
overseen by chairman Tony Clarke and provides access for the general public to enjoy time in the varied 
conservation environment. There is evidence of well managed trees and plants and areas for wildlife. A 
decision on a grant application for £20000 to purchase some land from the adjoining rugby club is eagerly 
awaited where a wildflower area and extra public paths can be introduced.   There was no evidence on the 
whole tour of graffiti, litter, fly posting or dog fouling, congratulations to you all for good management.  
Following the Roman theme some bollards in Elloughton have been decorated by school children with tiles 
and mosaics.  A very interesting initiative is to decorate the inside wall of bus shelters for effect and to cut 
down vandalism. The plan is achieving the objective and has some impressive displays particularly the 
Diamond Jubilee one at the Elloughton Road shelter.  

Areas for Improvement 

On the summer visit judges would like more information on resource management. There are regular 
collections from households of waste and recyclable materials but perhaps someone from the local 
authority could give information about the wider aspects of dealing with waste. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Publicity materials are good with the colourful edition of In Bloom News and the local landscape calendar. 
Posters in shops, cafes and notice boards advising it was judging day were very welcome and the big 
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banner at Brough crossroads was impressive.  The "Lifestyle" groups of schoolchildren working in the 
community during school holidays and it would be good to meet some of them in the summer. The 
excellent work carried out at the Petuaria Centre is also worthy of special mention.  

Areas for Improvement 

Judges would advise a short presentation prior to the summer tour highlighting year round involvement, 
schedules of events and sponsorship successes. Could we also please have an outline of the tour and any 
particular aspects of the entry posted to us prior to our visit. This helps our preparation in getting a better 
understanding of what we will see and is of benefit to the entrant. 

 

Garforth 

Introduction 

Garforth is a town within the City of Leeds Metropolitan Borough situated 7 miles east of Leeds with a 
population of 15394 (2001 census). Historically it grew up around a number of mines run by the Gascoigne 
family. However these were closed in the 1920's and 1930's.  The In Bloom group were formed in August 
2008 and now number around 30 extremely enthusiastic members who are to be congratulated on the 
progress they have made in such a short period of time.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Good planting at Welcome Stones.  Planter showing mining heritage at Gaping Goose made by John was 
excellent, also flower beds in this area - hope to see Adam at Summer judging. Horticultural knowledge 
well illustrated by use of wild flower seeding on poor ground arising from land excavated for mains 
services.  All areas well maintained and weed free with sustainable planting e.g., herbs in beds in addition 
to seasonal bedding. Pub and club competition is involving local community. Excellent gardens at Cliff Top 
Park and Chrissies garden. Bowser obtained with lottery grant and this is stored at local business f.o.c. 
Good work and community involvement at St Mary's church, wild flower garden, nesting boxes and the 
involvement of the children of the Sunday School. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing the development of the Diamond Jubilee garden at the summer judging 
and evidence of the continued liaison with local groups and businesses resulting in further development of 
this excellent group.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Group have repaired benches, fences and repainted these. Mining heritage displayed by planter at Gaping 
Goose. Plants being recycled e,g., geraniums by taking cuttings for the following year and all hard 
landscaping materials used are recycled. 5 recycling areas in Garforth. No evidence of litter, graffiti, fly 
posting or dog fouling. Good wild life area at Green Lane Primary Academy. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges hope the plans for the development of a wild life area are achieved and the creation of the 
areas for the study of wild plants and wild life since this will further strengthen the portfolio of Garforth. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

All planters/beds are sponsored with a waiting list of sponsors for future plans - how many groups can say 
that!!! In addition to the actual "hands on" part of the group they have Friends of Garforth in Bloom (78) 
who, for an annual fee of £5, receive leaflets updating them on developments. Community participation is 
excellent with Girl Guides, Scouts and Lyons all involved. The group are pro-active in pursuing further 
contacts with businesses and local organisations. Several fund raising events are already planned for 
2012.  Outstanding publicity display at Saville's Garden Centre where leaflets can be picked up, this display 
has received an award from Leeds City Council. Leaflets are also available at the Community Centre. YIB 
judging was well advertised around the town. There will be further publicity at the new Diamond Jubilee 
Garden. All the community have been involved with the burying of a time capsule in this garden. Green 
Lane Primary Academy have gardening club and recycling facilities and the scouts have made bird boxes 
for the local nursing homes.  The in bloom group also run a poster competition with the local schools and 
had a 170 entries this year, 2 winners and these posters are distributed to 400 households and businesses.  

Areas for Improvement 

The judges would like to see further evidence of working with Green Lane Primary Academy and 
development of the gardening club there. 

 

Horsforth 

Introduction 

A most warm welcome was afforded the judges at the cheerful garden at the Central Methodist Church, 
followed by an interesting tour of the busy town and the large and very well used Hall Park. The Horsforth 
In Bloom group should be congratulated on their enthusiasm and efforts to enhance the town. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The Central Methodist Church garden was delightful, as was Ducklings at St Margaret's School - a good 
example of what can be achieved in a very small space!  The sensitive maintenance of the Old Burial 
ground is to be commended.  Hall Park is a valuable asset to the town and Sue, the gardener, and her 
team should be given credit for maintaining and developing the space. 

Areas for Improvement 

More and bolder displays in along the busy Town Street will further enhance the entry, and the judges look 
forward to seeing these in the summer. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Water butts and green waste collection at the Central Methodist Church is encouraging to see. The 
gardens at the Museum and the Old Burial Ground wildlife area show a pride in and a commitment to 
maintaining and enhancing local heritage.  There was a noticeable absence of litter - well done!  The 
organised Bat Walks have been a great success. 



 62 

Areas for Improvement 

Greater attention to detail will help improve the entry - street furniture, signage and weeds in particular. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The probation service Community Payback Scheme is well used and works well for the In Bloom group.  
The newsletter is very informative and professional.  The awareness-raising promotional display at 
Morrisons is to be commended. 

Areas for Improvement 

Try to involve more 'out of school' children's and young peoples groups in year round activities.  Keep 
working to involve more local businesses. 

 

Ilkley 

Introduction 

Ilkley in Bloom has been taking part in the in Bloom competition since at least 1970 and it attracts a 
significant number of daily tourists to its formerly bedded out flower beds in its main streets. It has a large 
amount of green space, wide range of shops and businesses all of which seemed to be prospering.  Ilkley 
is a commuter town with its close links to Leeds, Bradford and Harrogate and has many large houses with 
extensive private gardens. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

There is no doubt that the formally bedding out of the main street areas is expected by the Ilkley residents 
and this bedding out is a credit to all concerned.  Work on Margaret Park is worth of note and when the 
works are completed the heritage site within the park of Panorama Rocks should become and even greater 
public attraction. 

Areas for Improvement 

There was a noticeable amount of weed in some of the flowerbeds and some areas had become 
overgrown and benefit from being cutback.  It was a pity that access to some of the larger private gardens 
is not possible at any time of the year. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

There was very little graffiti in evidence and the management of vacant areas was good, there was not fly 
posting or dog fouling.  Significant efforts appeared to have been put into conservation and wildlife areas; 
the bandstand area was of particular note and clearly had enthusiastic support from the residents of the 
town. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Some of the street furniture was in need of a clean as was the signs and notice boards, also more 
interpretive material around the town may be helpful to the visitor. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Evidence was provided that there is substantial support for Ilkley in Bloom, particularly from Bradford Park 
and Landscape Department the Rotary Club and many independent residents and a long list of business 
sponsors.  Joint ventures also feature in Ilkley in Bloom with schemes such as the improvement work on 
the old well in conjunction with the Civic Society.  Ilkley Grammar School is to be congratulated on the work 
it is doing with its students creating a new walled garden at the main entrance of the school. 

Areas for Improvement 

It was not clear or how engaged the local shop owners were with Ilkley in bloom and there appeared to be 
uncertainty with regard to ongoing funding of the initiative.   A short presentation at the end of the judge’s 
inspection would enable Ilkley in Bloom members to expand on the portfolio, which would be helpful to both 
Ilkley in Bloom and the judges. 

 

Morley 

Introduction 

The lovely, historic Town Hall provided a stunning backdrop to both the start and finish of a well organised 
and interesting Spring tour. The sculptures that enhance the Town Hall and celebrate Morley’s heritage are 
splendid. The Mural Committee of the thriving In Bloom Group are to be commended on these and the 
other projects that they have developed.  Scatchard Park is an attractive and clearly well used public 
space, the Bloom Group has developed an excellent partnership with Leeds Parks Department that is 
creating some excellent improvements. Plans for the Diamond Jubilee and the colour themes to be used 
sound exciting.  Our walk through the markets area and town centre, illustrated that Morley is flourishing 
and that In Bloom has been taken to heart by local people and traders alike. It was delightful to see so 
many businesses providing support to both the town and your campaign in so many different ways.  The 
sterling work at Woodcross Wildlife Area must also be mentioned, the restoration work to the pond is 
paying dividends and we are sure that your frog fest was only the first of many celebrations of this splendid 
asset.  The Morley Bloomers are to be commended for their hard work and dedication to all aspects of In 
Bloom and the way that they are engaging with their local schools to secure the interest of the next 
generation.   A lovely start to your Bloom judging, we look forward to seeing more on our summer visit. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Attractive planting and spring colour in Scatchard Park with well laid out plans for future development.  
Involvement of local businesses in the campaign at both a sponsorship and a practical level. It was 
encouraging to see so many of them taking such a pride in Morley through both lovely floral displays and 
paying attention to local environmental quality.  The residents at Seigan Close and June and Kath at the 
Methodist Church have created wonderful gardens that enhance the lives of those who use them. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Consider developing a renewal programme for the trees in Scatchard Park similar to the shrub programme 
already in place.  Continue to encourage business involvement, perhaps the local police or fire stations 
could be persuaded to add their support at a practical level to your splendid bulb planting. Might they allow 
PCSO’s to help? Consider a development plan for the traffic islands within the local housing estates. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The restoration of the pond at Woodcross Wildlife Area and your sensitivity to ensuring that the correct 
planting is taking place.  Your clear passion for your local heritage and the way that you are entwining it 
into your Bloom projects and plans.  The art work and murals that are displayed so effectively in public 
places and spaces.  Excellent attention to detail around local environmental quality. 

Areas for Improvement 

Interpretation boards would further enhance your sterling work at Woodcross Wildlife area.  Consider a 
programme to replace standard signage with a style more in keeping with the character of Morley, perhaps 
a Victorian theme.  Look to replacing the litter bin near to the Mercantile car park and to refresh the rusted 
hand rail near to the police station. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Your many plans and projects both short and long term for continued improvement to Morley.  The splendid 
support that you have achieved with local businesses and the positive impact this has had on Morley.  Your 
use of the community payback scheme to further your work.  Your involvement of local school pupils 
through opinion surveys, poster competitions and the lovely murals  

Areas for Improvement 

Try to engage your local media to help you to promote and publicise Morley in Bloom more widely.  
Perhaps you could build on the good relationship that you have with local schools to spread the message 
to their families and engage their support.  Consider developing a marketing and communications plan for 
Morley in Bloom'.   The judges look forward to seeing the development of your plans for the area to the side 
of the Town Hall.  Consider developing a marketing and communications plan for Morley in Bloom 

 

Newby and Scalby 

Introduction 

The judges received a very warm welcome to this very large and diverse parish in the Scarborough District 
of North Yorkshire that encompasses urban housing estates, a village recorded in the Doomsday book, 
Duchy of Lancaster estate land and wild areas in variety. We look forward a more clement judging day in 
summer. 
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Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The St Lawrence churchyard was a carpet of a wide variety of spring flowers on a most impressive sloping 
bank.  The gardens in the open plan estates are now maturing nicely and it is evident that home owners 
take great pride in them.  The committee have started to develop sustainable flower beds using perennial 
plants and grasses. 

Areas for Improvement 

A lack of colour in formal bedding and business premises, which unfortunately is often the case in Spring 
judging. Longer term, the planting of hardy perennials will provide colour, sustainability and support insect 
life.  This entry has the advantage of large areas of grass including wide verges and entrances to the 
Queen Elizabeth housing estates. Development of meadow areas where appropriate would enhance 
wildlife opportunities and also reduce grass cutting costs. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The village green is a lovely resource, but care should be taken not to over plant or inappropriately plant 
this currently fairly open area.  We did not see any litter or graffiti at all during our visit.  The committee 
have recently refurbished two play areas, another example of work usually the responsibility of a local 
authority. 

Areas for Improvement 

The Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee Garden has three bench seats in need of TLC, one planter and 
splendid ancient sycamore. The adjacent Ash tree simply casts too much shade and will limit grass growth 
and planting beneath its canopy.  The War Memorial would benefit from a spruce up. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

A small but committed group manage an extensive events diary that encompasses the whole community 
with particular emphasis on the school's gardening / potato growing competition, litter picking.  It appears 
that this group have taken on the responsibility of renovating almost 50 bench seats around this parish, 
which seems a huge ask given their limited funding. 

Areas for Improvement 

Overall we feel this entry needs a strategic review of what is achievable in the short and medium term in 
this very large and diverse parish. At present there seems a host of things they would 'like to do', but 
without at least some reliable core funding, firm plans may be difficult to implement.  

 

Northallerton 

Introduction 

‘Northallerton Blooming Together’ is well named as the group works successfully with three councils: town, 
district and county. Moreover, it supports and works with a great many of the local schools. The judges 
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were very impressed by the numerous biodiversity projects around the town. This is a community with a 
great sense of environmental responsibility. In particular, North Dale Horticulture is to be commended on 
the outstanding work it achieves with different sectors of the community. We look forward to our summer 
visit to Northallerton. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The roundabouts in the town were colourful, especially the impressive "tub roundabout" and there was 
good use of bulb planting on greens and along verges. The gardens at Castle Close were praiseworthy, 
especially Mr Simpson's. Excellent work has been done on the green at Knotto Bottom Lane, which now 
provides pleasure for the local community; likewise, the rehabilitation of the pond and new planting at 
Hambleton District Council offices. 

Areas for Improvement 

Greater impact from spring colour would benefit the town centre.   The judges would be pleased if they 
were able to see more areas of horticultural achievement/interest when they visit in the summer.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The town centre and surrounding areas were generally neat and tidy. Richard Furniss is to be 
congratulated on the excellent work he is doing, on behalf of the group, to promote biodiversity. His plans 
for the wetlands behind North Dale and the flood relief pond at Omega Business Park are superb. We were 
impressed by the recycling of waste wood done at ‘Chopsticks’. The Evolution Business Centre (eco-
friendly and energy efficient) is splendid - congratulations are due to Hambleton district Council on their 
foresight and enterprise.  

Areas for Improvement 

We hope we might see the results of some of Richard’s projects, although we appreciate many of them are 
long-term. Northallerton has a rich history and it would be good to promote its heritage – is there a town 
trail? Is this something the NBT group could produce, or work with others to produce? 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

There is some excellent work being carried out with schools in Northallerton and the judges look forward to 
a school visit in the summer. We were hugely impressed by the work at North Dale Horticulture, providing 
occupation for adults with learning disabilities - congratulations to Simon Cross on his extensive and 
innovative projects, such as a "pick your own flowers" garden. We were pleased to meet with Peter Cole 
and hear about the "local food matters group", an exciting initiative. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be good to raise the profile of the NBT group with publicity materials and press coverage - for 
example, a press call to publicise your work done with local schools or a newsletter with news of your 
achievements, projects and planned activities. Is it possible to involve other areas of the community in your 
work? 
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Otley 

Introduction 

Otley is a delightful historic market town in the Wharfe Valley. There are seven gateways into the town, and 
several public parks, including one along the riverside. The roundabout on the approach we made was 
resplendent, and a wonderful shot of colour on what was quite a grey spring day.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The excellent standard of all residential gardens is to be commended.  The Riverside park was a particular 
joy to see, and it was a pleasure to meet the team that work on keeping it in good condition.  The Bremner 
Street corner was a fine example of how Otley in Bloom are helping to make a positive difference to the 
town.  The Wharton's School was a wonderful example of how to get children engaged with not only 
gardening but awareness of wildlife and their natural surroundings. The staff clearly include the grounds as 
an extra classroom, and the enthusiasm of caretaker, Dave Reynard was infectious. The 'allotment beds' 
for the parents with in the grounds were also an excellent innovation. 

Areas for Improvement 

The lamp post planters at the bus station needed more impact. Perhaps consider removing them over the 
winter period and concentrate resources in the summer?  Consider growing more plants 'in house' rather 
than buying in. Any surplus could be sold to raise funds. The In Bloom allotment plot offers scope for extra 
beds to sow seeds as well rescuing plants from around town.  Implement a weeding programme into your 
working parties, where possible, to target specific areas such as tree pits and verges along Pool Road in 
particular.  
 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The forthcoming stone with the Wharfedale press to mark the Queens Jubilee to be placed in the Riverside 
Park. We look forward to seeing it in the summer.  The noticeable lack of fouling and litter in the busy town 
centre. This is clearly well managed by the team working in partnership with Leeds Council.  

Areas for Improvement 

Try to provide bird, bat and insect boxes at appropriate places throughout the town, including the Old Gas 
Works corner, the cemetery and hospital.  Could part of the Riverside park be used to sow a drift of 
wildflowers, perhaps working to a design created by local school children?  Some of the planters were in 
need of re-stain: - perhaps a plan for maintenance of these needs to be drawn up. The Memorial Garden 
while looking well-kept overall is one area that would benefit from this type of plan. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The Facebook page is very good, up to date and is a credit to the group.  Good evidence of year round 
activities, and ongoing work building relationships with the retailers in the town, both small business owners 
and larger supermarkets.   The group has good funding support from the Town Council. Waitrose kindly 
lent some volunteers prior to judging. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Little evidence of In bloom publicity materials on display with in the town. Perhaps get schools to design 
posters and display them in shop windows, notice boards. Consider asking householders along the judging 
route to display them and thereby further raise the profile of the group.  Is it possible to get the local press 
more involved with judging day?  Continue work with schools, but try and increase this to include other 
community groups for example Scouts and Guides, the Women’s Institute or perhaps playgroups.  

 

Pocklington 

Introduction 

A rather damp morning greeted the “In Bloom” group and the Judges but it would not dampen what was to 
be a solid tour of Pocklington Town. The Town Mayor was on hand and accompanied all on the first part of 
the tour which was very well appreciated by the judges.  A well presented portfolio gave the judges a good 
start in identifying areas around the town that needed to be examined closer and they were not 
disappointed by the quality results seen throughout the whole area.  A small Market Town was showing 
itself off in the best way by ensuring all residents and visitors that the ‘In Bloom’ Group and Town Council 
really mean business in looking after their interests. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The horticultural displays, flower boxes and barrier planters were very good, colourful and of a high quality 
both in plant selection and cultivation.  The allotment site was massive, well maintained and very well 
operated by the group to ensure as many residents could obtain a plot when vacant.  The shrub planting 
along the boundary of Sainsbury’s was of a high standard and was a welcome foil to the entrance to the 
town. 
The Burnby Hall gardens are impressive and maintained to the highest standards possible. 

Areas for Improvement 

Consider some form of planters to the frontage of the old Railway Station to brighten up this area, possible 
permanent display of low growing shrubs etc.  Include the Church Yard into the Summer tour as this is a 
centre piece of the Town.  Some action needs to be considered for the old CO-OP building planter as this 
was nearly empty.  Continue to highlight all sponsorship deals with plaques and signs where possible to 
advertise the group and firms responsible for donations etc. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The W.I. has to be congratulated on their efforts to the frontage beds of Burnby Hall which again gives a 
good foil to the entrance of the Town.  The Betterton Court garden was an excellent example of quality 
work undertaken by volunteers such as Ann Wilson and her group.  The recycling scheme set up with the 
tractor and trailer is a good initiative and provides a resource for local users.  The standard of planting and 
maintenance of the Memorial Garden was exemplary and a credit to the Local Authority & Town Council in 
providing such a visual impact.  The whole town was clean and tidy, no graffiti, litter or dog fouling was 
seen throughout the entire tour and the area was weed free.  The Burnby Hall gardens and museum 
developed by the Conservation Trust is an example of what can be achieved with local heritage if managed 
correctly.  The maintenance of the 1st World War Memorial was also very good and shows a local interest 
in presenting these important areas. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Continue to identify vacant plots that could be developed and planted within the group’s ability to maintain 
and not overstretch volunteer resources.  Develop further the themed street furniture scheme to cover the 
full range of seats, bins, cycle racks etc.  Consider visiting, or if impracticable, have a visit from the Local 
Authority recycling team to discuss with judges the pros and cons of the scheme being run in the area. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

“This Years Achievements” in the portfolio show a good intent of the group over the last year and that the 
group continue to expand their workload.  The school visit was very interesting and the pupils of the Junior 
School take their “Garden Club” seriously and enjoy the work and results.  The various community groups 
involved seem to take on responsibility for each area and provide a quality of workmanship which shows an 
interest in their Town and Neighbourhood.  The Arts Centre is a good venue for local entertainment and 
interpretive centre for the group’s activities.  There has been a great deal of support from local business, 
Local Authority and the local Nurseryman who provides the hanging baskets for summer use.  Good to see 
the press man on site to record the event. 

Areas for Improvement 

Organise a forward plan of the group’s intent over say the next three years to identify sites of special need 
which can be planned to ensure resources are available. Ensure the group are not overstretched with 
summer workload of watering 60 + hanging baskets.  Work with the Arts Centre to use the high tec facilities 
on occasions to publicise and explain the Groups activities and future initiatives.  Ensure good publicity is 
achieved through the press on each judging date to get the full benefit from their visit. 
Continue to develop liaison with other schools on gardening projects similar to the Junior School initiative. 

 

Rothwell 

Introduction 

Rothwell is a small town located south east of Leeds with a population of around 21000. It is part of the 
rhubarb triangle and is mentioned in the Doomsday Book as Rodewelle. It has a long history and was once 
the site of a royal hunting lodge one of the owners of which was John of Gaunt. The town was granted the 
status of a market town in the 15th century and has a mining history going back 600 years although this 
ceased in 1983. Famous persons from Rothwell include the scientist Joseph Priestley. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Springhead Park well maintained by council and used by public. Good conifer planting. The group have 
established a good working relationship with the parks department. Seasonal planting in planters by the 
group was very colourful. Margaret's Garden, Cottage Garden, Blackburn Hall and Library Garden good. 
Bulb planting at Holy Trinity church in conjunction with members of the congregation. Good work in taking 
over beds at businesses. 

Areas for Improvement 

Although the bequests have made Rothwell in Bloom financially sound more business/community 
sponsorship/involvement is needed and would raise the profile of the group and public awareness. A 
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number of the lamp planters were empty and winter/spring planting needed in these. The judges look 
forward to seeing the development of the garden at Royds Court and the beds at Marsh Street car park. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Despite heavy usage of areas around the town and in Springhead Park there was no dog fouling or fly 
posting and very little litter or graffiti and there was a definite pride of place. The Haigh Park school had 
recycling facilities and excellent work was being done by Lou. 

Areas for Improvement 

Despite the long history of Rothwell very little was made of this - a leaflet picked up independently in the 
library showed other groups are aware of this. Recycling Centre very untidy with broken glass etc., around 
skips. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Haigh Park school was excellent with god innovative planting - the umbrellas - and the pictures depicting 
the wild life cycles were again very good. Involvement of local supermarkets here. Lou extremely 
enthusiastic and pursuing further funding. On going projects include the beds at Royds Court and Marsh 
Street car park. 

Areas for Improvement 

There was no advertising of YIB around the town nor evidence of publicity being circulated to local 
businesses or households. How often is the column written in the Rothwell Record? Community 
participation was not felt to be representative of the size of the town and as mentioned earlier further 
business support was felt to be needed. 

 

Skipton 

Introduction 

Skipton is a very attractive mediaeval market town, with an impressive display of daffodils, green open 
spaces and imaginative planters. The judges were impressed with the strong community and business 
involvement and in the very good and informative web site for the In Bloom movement.  We had a very 
pleasant day and a warm welcome, helped by the glorious weather. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The hard work done by Stepping Stones and Craven College in providing plants and tubs.   Daffodil 
planting at the Bailey and the Cenotaph Garden.  The Narrow Boat planters were colourful and bright.  The 
Jubilee Garden has great potential.  The large raised bed outside the former Co-Op was colourful with 
sustainable and interesting planting. 
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Areas for Improvement 

It was a shame the tubs at the Bus Station had failed.  We look forward to seeing new planting in the 
Summer. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Links to the Canal, by using Narrow Boat planted containers.  Stepping Stones encompassed the whole 
ethos of environmental responsibility.  The stone seat at the Bus Station 

Areas for Improvement 

Does Skipton Castle have a garden that could be part of Skipton’s in Bloom heritage?  We look forward to 
seeing more examples of conservation and biodiversity. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Involvement with the Housing Association in the Jubilee Gardens, and with local residents and groups in 
the various gardening competitions.  Dream Scheme and the Grot Spot Initiative. 

Areas for Improvement 

Publicise yourselves more – you are doing great things for Skipton.  We look forward to seeing more 
posters and publicity about the In Bloom activities.  We’d also like to see some engagement with schools, 
and look forward to meeting community members who are involved in the Town Gardening Competition. 

 

Todmorden 

Introduction 

We were made very welcome at Todmorden, which contrasted with the near winter conditions experienced 
during the judging. A small group of enthusiastic and active volunteers have achieved much since they 
formed in 2000. Evidence of their activities was seen at a number of locations around the town, with the 
scheme at Fielden Wharf being of special merit. The group clearly don’t shirk from challenges and we both 
look forward to seeing yet more of their achievements in the summer. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Throughout the route it was clear that plants chosen by the group for each location had been carefully 
selected for both display and to optimise the conditions at site. The display of bulbs along the canal side, 
the barrier planters and tubs at strategic locations all added colour to the town. The grounds of St Josephs 
Church, the gardens seen at High Croft Road, the sensory garden on Burnley Road and the gardens of the 
Weir Minerals site were all well maintained. The Centre Vale Park was a real pleasure to see and deserves 
its local popularity. 
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Areas for Improvement 

The early development of the displays at the George Street car park. Replacement of the lavender in the 
Memorial Garden as early as possible, to support and continue the high standards of display. It is 
appreciated that increasing the involvement of the business sector is difficult but further practical evidence 
of this needs to be demonstrated at the summer visit.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The inclusion and enhancement of Fielden Wharf and the Library Lock garden area is a positive step 
towards the retention of local interest in the character of Todmorden. The identification and improvement of 
poorly maintained areas such as the Nat West garden is to be applauded. We were both impressed by the 
feature Bee Houses installed. The town was seen to be generally free from graffiti and litter. The fish art 
display at Fielden Wharf was noteworthy and shows what can be achieved using imagination and limited 
available space. 

Areas for Improvement 

The diversity of design and materials of street furniture, and limited availability of funding, is clearly 
impacting upon programmed maintenance regimes. It may be prudent to identify key areas so these can be 
treated as a priority to optimise resources. More evidence of the management and promotion of wildlife and 
conservation activities need to be included in the summer route. The fish at the wharf were memorable but 
need to be included in the wharf cleaning schedules. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The unstinting enthusiasm and dedication of the volunteers is to be congratulated. The year round 
commitment can clearly be seen where sites have been developed and maintained. The market stall 
display gives profile and recognition to the group and an ideal opportunity to demonstrate successful 
activities as well as future schemes and projects. Sound relationships with many disparate organisations 
and authorities within Todmorden have been built up during the last decade, and have resulted in a number 
of completed projects and a recognisable level of funding. 

Areas for Improvement 

Increased levels of participation from the wider community need to be achieved to prevent current 
volunteer overload and limiting of future project development. Recognition of the involvement of 
Todmorden with Yorkshire in Bloom should be demonstrated, possibly with posters and press releases. 
The involvement with the schools and the levels of participation from the school children should be included 
within the summer route. 
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Category 2D: Large Town (12-35K) 

Beverley 

Introduction 

After a year out of the competition Beverley in Bloom are back with a renewed vigour and enthusiasm. The 
greater emphasis being placed on competing by the Town Council together with the support of their larger 
partner, the East Riding of Yorkshire Council is obviously providing stimulus to carry out improvements to 
this Historic Market Town. The linking of this year’s national celebrations for her majesty the Queens jubilee 
and the Olympics is being developed by the Bloom group and will provide considerable added value to the 
residents and visitors throughout the coming summer. It’s good to see the Town back at the forefront of the 
campaign and the judges wish them every success for the future. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The high standard of maintenance being achieved at Queensgate Cemetery by the dedicated two man 
team is a credit to the East Riding Council.  The considerable number of barrier planters around the town, 
planted and maintained by the Bloom Group.  The considerable improvements being made to the Towns 
Railway station, providing a welcoming array of colour to the visitor, appropriate choice of plants add to the 
ambience of the area.  The work with the many youth groups as demonstrated in the portfolio together with 
the evidence on the ground in the various planters and schemes seen on the tour. 

Areas for Improvement 

There was a little inconsistency in the quality of some of the seasonal planting, with some being of a 
reasonable standard whilst others not so, a little more attention to detail may prove beneficial in the future.  
It was generally felt that the tiered planters in the Market Square could have had greater impact, the 
planting in them was too small and immature, perhaps the introduction of some structure planting would 
greatly improve their impact.  The very wide mowing margin around the grass area at Lord Roberts Road 
does need attention, either by planting or preferably turfing around. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The great achievements of the plot holders on the allotments, with high standards of cultivation and a good 
range of crops either planted or planned with especial credit going to the enthusiastic growers on Plot 32.  
The excellent attention paid by all concerned to the historic part of Beverley, together with the information 
provided about the production and milling of Chalk was very interesting.  The high quality development at 
Keldgate Bar with it’s tasteful yet practical landscape design complimenting the appropriately styled new 
housing is a real credit to the developer.  The art trail around the Town centre added a unique addition to 
the streetscape and added to the cultural and historical ambience of Beverley. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be appropriate to include on future tours a wildlife conservation area or to emphasise this element 
of the judging criteria in a stronger manner.  There was one or two instances of graffiti evident on the tour, 
this should not be tolerated and appropriate measures should be taken to ensure all the public areas 
remain free from this at all times.  The condition of some of the planters and general street furniture was 
variable, with one or two of the wooden planters coming apart.  Some of the temporary signage on the 
Bloom group’s planters was inadequate and more permanent example should be provided. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The excellent support provided by the Town Council both logistically and financially is to be commended, 
as is the support from other sectors of both the voluntary community and local businesses.  The well 
established best kept gardens competition, with it’s wide range of categories encouraging participation from 
a good cross section of the community.  The new promotional leaflet explain what is available to support 
the Town, especially in this jubilee year was excellent.  It was gratifying to note the wider involvement of 
other groups in the wider Bloom campaign and it would be good to meet some of these partner 
organisations on the summer tour. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be good to see the groups balance sheet for the past or current years to assess the fundraising 
efforts that are happening together with any expenditure incurred.  It was felt that a golden opportunity to 
include a press call on the judging tour was lost, maybe this could be addressed for the summer tour.  
Beverley in Bloom are obviously doing a lot of good in the Town and with the added impetus gained after a 
year out of the main competition perhaps the group should start to promote itself more, the building blocks 
of a very strong entry are there and with a little fine tuning and appropriate enhancements the judges had 
no doubt Beverley could become a shining example within the region. 

 

Goole 

Introduction 

The judges met Jean and Brain at the Goole College and we were given a friendly and inviting welcome.  
The entrance sign into Goole is modern and eye catching and the planting is most appropriate for that site.  
The portfolio is worthy of special mention straight away, it was sent to us well before judging day and the 
detail given for the chosen route was most helpful and very informative.  In spite of the inclement weather 
we had a splendid tour. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges thought the garden in front of the college was free of litter well maintained with an interesting 
mix of trees and shrubs. The college Quadrangle was thoughtfully planted with a mix of sustainable and 
seasonal planting. It was a forward looking plan to include willow in the scheme to use for a later project. 
The whole area was made attractive and inviting with the cherry in full spring blossom.  The verge planting 
at Grovener Rd. and Shaftsbury Street was both colourful and well maintained. There was evidence of 
keen gardeners in the residential areas. West Park estate is worthy of mention, it is not easy to create the 
character in an area with open plan gardens never-the- less West park achieved this.  At present the plants 
are supplied by the Hull college however I understand that the link Goole already has will develop further in 
conjunction with the green team who in future will be propagating plants for Goole this will be an interesting 
future project. 

Areas for Improvement 

The daffodils in the Memorial garden were just 'going over' consider purchasing early and late varieties of 
daffodils to add to your stock to create a longer flowering period.  Goole is often viewed from the train it 
would be good to encourage the rail net work to support you to show-case Goole in Bloom. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges arrived at the Mayfield nature reserve just as the team were sowing the first area to create a 
wild flower meadow. The team explained how they were going to increase the area, over time, with wild 
meadow seeding, it is a huge area and we wish them good luck with this project.   The cenotaph and the 
paths, fencing and planting which has been a recent project is to be commended; very pleasing.  Goole 
was free of litter, dog fowling, and graffiti, bins placed in strategic places to deter fowling were in evidence 
around the town. The Rotary club have completed a splendid job in restoring the seating at the corner of 
the Centenary Rd./ Airmyn Rd.  The eco friendly development has to be applauded for the forward looking 
E.Y. council in developing this concept.  The Ecobusters project at Goole High School was amazing the 
dedication of the staff and the enthusiastic involvement of the pupils was fantastic. They are a shining 
example of what is achievable by young pupils with dedicated teachers.  

Areas for Improvement 

Develop a master plan for the Wildflower area that is being developed to ensure continuity and for future 
volunteers to have a decisive action plan.  Ensure judges are shown areas of recycling around the town on 
the summer visit to highlight the efforts of the people involved from school groups through to local initiatives 
for existing and future projects.  Try to identify and include the local port and sea trade industry that is so 
Goole in all its previous history and is still a major player in the success of the Goole of today. 

 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges enjoyed meeting Joan and Clare who showed us around the communal gardens. We were 
most impressed with the mix of perennials and seasonal planting also the trees and shrubs added an 
interesting dimension to the garden. Betty came to her door and greeted us and pointed to the herbs and 
veg she had grown in pots we enjoyed the visit immensely and appreciated the three of them who came 
out to greet us in such inclement weather.  The Goole in bloom group are quite exceptional in involving the 
schools and young people, residents, allotment holders, the council and the disadvantaged. The in bloom 
group have secured excellent support from local businesses and there is much evidence of on going in 
bloom initiatives. Mr Hilary's prize winning allotment was impressive the judges were most impressed with 
his use of recycled material to make fences and plant protectors.   The judges were most impressed with 
the various on going project that The Green Team have initiated. The education programme is a wonderful 
development and the judges were so impressed with the age and ability range that they encouraged. At the 
phoenix allotments Paul Gaugham was very proud to tell us about his successes at the Goole show. The 
children at St. Joseph's school spoke very well in describing their project foe veg growing. The school plan 
is in its infancy however the long term project is most encouraging.  

Areas for Improvement 

If no work has begun, include a possible summer visit to the West Park project or try to have some plans 
available for the judges to see what the future development will entail and what have the “In Bloom” groups 
interest and input has been in this major project.  The Spring Tour pack gave some idea of the groups 
works past and present and there needs to be a future plan of what and where the group are going for the 
next few years and the overall aims of the group’s future strategy.  Try to include some members from the 
“Key Community Partnerships” mentioned in the portfolio on the tours as they are key the continued 
support the group receive each year and have a voice for the judges. 
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Pontefract 

Introduction 

This small but very committed group are working hard to improve this entry, which in turn has a lot of 
potential. Historic buildings within the main shopping areas add interest to the route.  The judges were 
impressed with the cleanliness of the town and new sustainable planting on the main carriage way. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The Prince of Wales Hospice and Patrick and his small team, were working hard to create a colourful and 
tranquil space for both patients and visitors. (A potential future entry in its own right).  The water troughs 
nicely planted and maintained by the Lioness's in the precinct.  Larkshill J&I school and the enthusiasm of 
the gardening club members.  Residential gardens around the Larkshill estate were well maintained.  The 
efforts of Nigel & Yvonne from the Bus Station coffee shop on planting improvements around the bus 
station.   Seasonal bedding at St Giles Church. 

Areas for Improvement 

Improvements to the weeding of beds at the ASDA car park.  We look forward to seeing the seasonal 
display which is to be sponsored by First Impressions, at the former UK Coal bed. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Recycling within the town is to be commended and the judges were well informed of future improvements 
by the Wakefield Recycling Officer.  The composting and water collection system at the school and 
hospice.  The main square and Buttercross, water troughs and St Giles church enhance the overall image 
of the town centre.  Generally litter free and clean across the entry. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges look forward to seeing evidence of conservation projects in the summer. 
It was good see a programme of street furniture replacement. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The continued hard work of the small group, Lioness's, the children at the school and hospice.  The support 
from Roger at Wakefield Council, and Nigel & Yvonne at the Bus Station. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would be beneficial to the group to seek increased publicity through local business's.  
Maybe suggest a poster competition with the local primary schools to help promote Pontefract in Bloom.  
Keep chipping away at the local press. 
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Pudsey 

Introduction 

The In Bloom group are to be commended on their hard work in helping to make Pudsey a better place for 
residents and visitors. The warmth and sunshine attracted many of the residents into the town centre and 
their main public park was a hive of activity throughout the afternoon. The strong seasonal colours within 
the well maintained public park provided a good focus for the town.  The children and teachers at 
Southroyd Primary School were extremely keen on their environmental projects and worthy of a special 
mention.  Lowtown Gardens also provided a good mix of sustainable planting along with its historical link 
with the town and other ongoing projects is evidence of year round commitment from this small group.   
Greenside is also worthy of a mention with the commitment from a number of residents in this warden 
controlled housing complex.  A good strong start and judges look forward to their summer visit. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Good seasonal spring colour within Pudsey Park along with well maintained borders and lawns. Many good 
examples of residential and private endeavours were in evidence such as the Greenside Complex, the Old 
Fire Station garden frontage and the Baptist Church. 

Areas for Improvement 

Whilst there were a number of barrier baskets along the route they were limited in colour and contribution 
to the entry. It is important to secure a more positive commitment from the business sector in the future.  
Consider building on the good work already carried out at Sparrow park. No doubt the weather over the last 
12 months has had a significant impact on the quality of the planting at this site.  Consider repairing the 
raised brick planters adjacent to the library prior to summer judging. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges were very impressed with the Southroyd Primary Schools allotment site and nature area. Many 
activities taking place involving both children and parents. The bird feed station and the seed collection 
initiatives are to be commended.  There is a real sense of pride in the local history of Pudsey and the 
Lowtown Garden area offers both interpretation in the history of the area and provides a well maintained 
area for visitors and residents to relax.  

Areas for Improvement 

More information and emphasis is required on recycling and sustainability. Perhaps in summer links with 
the green flag park can be established to demonstrate that resource management is important to Pudsey.  
The judges suggest that the In Bloom group work more closely with private landlords and utilities to help 
reduce the occurrence of graffiti and litter in public areas. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

There is a strong commitment from the well established In Bloom group with positive development within 
the town and links with the local schools is very good.  The Pudsey In Bloom plaques are very professional 
and help give the community a sense of pride in their area.  The group also have a very good approach to 
match funding arrangements to maximise their potential.  The Blog is one positive way of getting 
information across to a cross section of the community. 
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Areas for Improvement 

Whilst it is appreciated that it is a difficult task, the group needs to expand enabling them to increase their 
activities and increase the community and business sector involvement.  Judges suggest that better media 
involvement should be established and perhaps, as another means of communication with the public, 
develop a news letter or leaflet to widen their In Bloom initiative. 

 

Ripon 

Introduction 

There was clear evidence on arriving at North Yorkshire's only city of a significant commitment to 'The 
Bloom' with well tended green spaces, flower beds, planters and the new Ripon in Bloom logo at every 
turn.   Ripon was a delight to judge and we can't wait to revisit in the summer. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Ripon is fortunate in its geology to have a string of green areas not suitable for development and these 
have been well utilised to create a series of green public spaces. A good example being Goose Common, 
where the support of the Chris Searle's Walled Garden project team is currently enhancing the resource 
with extensive wild flower planting.  Congratulations to the gardener responsible for the Spa Gardens with 
his excellent and impactful colour combinations. 

Areas for Improvement 

This is a well organised committee with a clear strategy for future projects.  The new flower bed near 
Bedern Bank to the Cathedral, which replaces roses removed by the principal authority, would be 
enhanced by additional perennial planting. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The Temple Garden project is a delightful, almost secret,  garden tucked away off Allhallowgate providing a 
peaceful haven within a busy city centre. Recently renovated, a wrought iron rose arch takes centre stage, 
and wrought iron arch frames the entrance.   The recycling centre was so well used that it was impossible 
for us to queue long enough to get inside.   The community is encouraged to compost their garden waste at 
the Walled Garden Project where sterilised compost is available at a low price. 

Areas for Improvement 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Encouraging involvement of the local primary and secondary schools and the multi-category gardens 
competition.  The combined support of all three councils and many local companies and organisations. 

Areas for Improvement 

Keep up the good work!
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Category 3: Large Town (35-100K) 

Halifax 

Introduction 

Halifax is located in a valley surrounded by steep hills, with many fine buildings of both historical and 
cultural interest. It has a surprising number of parks and many green spaces most of which have been 
permanently planted in a sustainable manner.  The portfolio was of a very high standard and informative, if 
not a little late arriving with these judges 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Halifax is located in a valley surrounded by steep hills, with many fine buildings of both historical and 
cultural interest. It has a surprising number of parks and many green spaces most of which have been 
permanently planted in a sustainable manner.  The portfolio was of a very high standard and informative, if 
not a little late arriving with these judges 

Areas for Improvement 

The permanently planted areas could include more spring flowering perennials to add colour to the area. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Shibden Park.  The work to preserve the natural heritage is to be commended.  The restaurant was 
impressive with its heat pump and sedum roof, as was the work undertaken by the Rangers and volunteers 
on the wild life nature area of the park.   It was also pleasing not to see any graffiti or fly posting and very 
little litter. 

Areas for Improvement 

Some of the street furniture could benefit from cleaning and further work could be done on water 
conservation in some areas. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

It was good to see the work being undertaken at Ravenscliffe School and the Children’s plot at the 
allotments.  Just as impressive was the long list of individuals and organisations that had supported and 
sponsored Halifax in Bloom.  The support and displays at Fred Wades book shop were excellent. 

Areas for Improvement 

It would have been good for the judges to have met more of the people involved in the In Bloom initiatives.  
They would also like to have heard more about plans to develop the In Bloom in the future. 
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Category 4: City 

Kingston-upon-Hull 

Introduction 

The introduction and presentation by the enthusiastic members of the Street Scene team was very 
informative and the 'Pride in our City' campaign will encourage the community to continue to be involved in 
the enhancement of their local and Citywide environment. The open spaces landscape of several areas of 
the City almost give an impression of a 'Garden City' environment which must give the visitor a pleasing 
welcome as they arrive by ferry or road. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The excellent colourful displays of Queens garden, Princess Quay and numerous swathes of daffodils on 
open spaces and along side highways. The new landscape features and plantings on roundabouts. Well 
done to Tina and her colourful and well maintained garden for the Disabilities Trust. The Bakersville 
allotment project at Newland's site. Efforts to gain 'Green Flag' status for several open spaces in the City. 
The retail shopping development at The Junction. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges would like to see plans to improve the circular bed surrounding the fountain in Queens garden. 
As a major point of entry for visitors to England the Highways Agency should be encouraged to improve the 
landscape maintenance of the roads leading from the ferry. We would like to be shown more residential 
gardens and further involvement by the retail and commercial businesses. Looking forward to having a 
closer look at East Park 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The nature reserves of Bransholme and Plantings adjacent to Bude Road playing fields and school, along 
with the large area of Noddle Hill Way were good examples of well designed and managed wildlife areas. 
The work of the Wildlife Trust is to be commended in various areas of the City.  The recycling facilities for 
the individual resident and the whole community are excellent.  The local heritage of the Street Life 
Museum and Wilberforce Court with their attractive displays and shrubs and trees. The Kingswood mature 
oak plantation.  The local heritage docklands areas of Nelson Street and marina and of course the 
excellent public toilets on the waterfront!  It will be interesting to see the further development of the wave 
power-generating scheme. 

Areas for Improvement 

The Newland Avenue shopping area was disappointing and it will be interesting to see what the plans are 
for its enhancement.  It would have been sufficient to show the judges just the entrance to Hedon Road 
cemetery. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

The enthusiastic approach by the whole Street Scene team to the enhancement of the environment of the 
City, with their consultation process with residents.  The involvement of the Wildlife Trust in the promotion 
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and development of projects and activities.  The involvement of volunteers.  The funding from sponsors for 
highway features 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges would wish to meet individuals and young people during the summer judging, who are directly 
involved in several aspects of the enhancement of their local community and environmental projects.  It 
would also be good to have examples of press and publicity which promote the work of 'In Bloom'.  We 
would wish to see how young people are involved in school projects.  Consideration might be given to 
setting up small 'In Bloom' groups which could lead to them entering 'Its your Neighbourhood' e.g., The 
manor of Sutton and/or the Bakersville Allotment group. 

 

York 

Introduction 

York has embraced the in Bloom competition and is beginning to reap the rewards this entry deserves. The 
judges were given a excellent tour of the city despite the inclement weather. Meeting officers, members of 
the community and school children along the way. This entry showed that its not only the centre of York 
which benefits from bloom initiatives but also surrounding areas which when linked together make an 
impressive entry.  

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

Good floralisation of city throughout the route, judges particularly impressed with baskets around 
Coppergate centre, Merchant Adventurers gardens, new planting in Hungate, Glen Gardens and York St 
Johns University. Mention should also go to Brunswick Organic nursery, Bustardthorpe Allotments, Revival 
of Russell lupins, Dringhouses Primary School and finally the Square residential development along 
Tadcaster Road.  

Areas for Improvement 

As you are but to show other examples along the route in summer where possible.  To meet community 
groups, and individuals involved in projects along the way.  

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The orchard at Macarthur Glen and Ashham bogs good examples of wildlife areas and natural habitats. 
Liked the idea of insect corridors throughout the city and wildflower areas to be introduced on the bar walls. 
Excellent recycling centre and recycle initiatives throughout city. Good management of vacant sites - 
Hungate posters and bill boards around dig site.  

Areas for Improvement 

Further examples of wild flower areas in summer around city and interpretation material for these areas. 
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Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Plenty of bloom initiatives going on around York, Bishopthorpe, Fulford, Upper Poppleton. Community 
awareness and involvement around the city. School initiatives and activities. Bustardthorpe allotments 
members taking charge of site and running successfully.  Lots of on going engagement with communities 
by officers.  People wanting to take pride in there own areas  

Areas for Improvement 

Further evidence of community involvement, school and young people initiatives  
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Category 5A: Coastal Resort A 

Hornsea 

Introduction 

Hornsea is a lovely seaside town where willing volunteers in many community groups are obviously proud 
of their maritime heritage. Despite the poor weather in the days leading up to judging we were warmly 
welcomed by everyone we met. It was clear that Hornsea folk are working closely together to enhance their 
surroundings and this is to be greatly applauded. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges were impressed with the colourful and well tended planting schemes across the town. This 
despite the run of poor weather encountered prior to judging. The allotment site at Hull Road was nicely 
tended and the tree nursery situated here is a remarkable project run by willing volunteers. The Best Kept 
Garden developed by Mrs Barton at The Bayes was a delightful mixture of spring bulbs and sustainable 
planting beautifully maintained. The planting immediately adjacent to the Roll of Honour in Memorial 
Gardens was appropriately chosen and nicely maintained. 

Areas for Improvement 

We are looking forward to seeing plans for the Tesco roundabout develop. This should make a significant 
floral difference in a busy part of town.   Could the town planters have a few trailing plants incorporated into 
the scheme to soften the edges of the boxes?  Could the borders around the Memorial Garden be 
considered for further planting? In the current economic climate we recognise that the cost of planting such 
a large area in one go would be prohibitive but perhaps a 5 year plan could be drawn up so that eventually 
the borders look as good as the central feature. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

Overall, the town was very clean, tidy and weed free. Recycling is clearly an important part of town life and 
the portfolio amply demonstrates this. The Graffiti Busting machine is a fabulous asset to the town and it 
was nice to meet the staff who are operating this equipment. Their commitment and pride in doing a good 
job was plain to see. Hornsea Mere has enduring appeal to young and not so young visitors and is a 
valuable wildlife asset for the town. Interpretation of various features (The poppy in the Memorial Garden 
and the signage at the Cross) was presented clearly and professionally. The dog-poo stencil is a good 
reminder to all to clean up and the town banners were very effective. 

Areas for Improvement 

Keep up the good work with the Graffiti Busting machine. Your persistence will pay off.  
We are looking forward in summer to seeing the "Walk The Distance" plaques on the sea front.  We hope 
that the 420 trees planted by the children survive the monsoon they were standing in and that, if necessary, 
replacements can be found for those that didn't survive the wet! 

 

 

 



 84 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

It was lovely to meet a range of community members who clearly support the bloom campaign. As always 
the children and young people were outstanding in their enthusiasm for their tasks and spoke 
knowledgeably. Two Ellies, Jess, Katy and Natasha along with Amelia, Holly and Leah are to be 
congratulated in representing their schools and Hornsea so well.  we would like to commend Christine 
Sumner for her hard work over many years for Hornsea in Bloom and Simon Tudor who wears many hats. 
Both work tirelessy for the good of the town bringing different groups together for the common good. 

Areas for Improvement 

Continue to encourage the "Lifestylers" to participate in town life.  We look forward to seeing the progress 
of the Rainbow Garden at the school in the summer. 

 

WHITBY 

Introduction 

A very enthusiastic welcome from the Whitby In Bloom team in a delightful setting by the River Esk near 
Ruswarp. The visit began in the pretty hamlet of Ruswarp where much thought and care has been taken to 
provide year-round interest. The local group are truly dedicated and this was reflected in their superb 
planting displays.  On to Whitby where we passed Four Lane Ends and ‘Pete’s roundabout’ affectionately 
named after a late member, Peter Franks, and reflecting the ecclesiastical heritage of Whitby. Throughout 
the tour of Whitby the dedication and immense pride of everyone we met was hugely apparent. Colourful, 
imaginative displays together with impressive ‘green’ areas were a delight to behold. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

There was thoughtful and quality planting throughout the town, and the roundabouts including Four Lane 
Ends ('Petes' roundabout) and Scorebys Nest were excellent features which still looked immaculate despite 
the poor weather conditions.  The judges particularly liked the colour combinations and the use of 
sustainable planting at the Ruswarp Garden and a special mention must go to Mary, Julie and Beryl for all 
their hard work and dedication.  Good work was in progress by Paul Thompson against the superb backing 
of an old stone wall adjacent to the Cemetery at the Helredale Triangle, and the ‘green’ spaces at Royal 
Crescent were very neat and tidy.  The new planting border also managed by Peter Dring and Craig 
Hutchinson at the Crescent worked well with the spectacular display of daffodils.  Finally, Pannet Park was 
a credit to all the people involved and the standards of maintenance were outstanding. 

Areas for Improvement 

Due to the lack of green space in the retail centre of the town, it would be nice to see more of the private 
spaces and yards been decorated with baskets and planters, similar to Sanders Yard.  The introduction of 
a couple of information boards regarding future plans/work in progress would be beneficial particularly 
regarding the restoration of the sunken gardens. 
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Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

It was good to see the ecclesiastical and fishing heritage reflected around the town, including the Brother 
William carving at Ruswarp and the Fishermans Toil depicted in the Susan Nicholls sculpture at the bottom 
of the church steps.  The judges were particularly interested in the ongoing project to restore the sunken 
gardens with the restoration of the old wall using recycled stone and the idea to commemorate the 
Diamond Jubilee with a newly created bed dedicated to Queen Elizabeth II.   It was also a great idea to 
promote a responsible dog ownership scheme as a joint initiative with 'Friends' of Pannet Park, Whitby In 
Bloom and Whitby Dog Rescue.  In terms of resource management it was good to hear that water retaining 
granules are used in the the extensive number of barrels around the town and the judges were particularly 
impressed by the use of 'perfect pollinator' plants in some of the flowerbeds.  The 'In Bloom' group must 
also be commended for all their efforts in keeping the street furniture in a clean and tidy state of repair 
across the town. 

Areas for Improvement 

Again, an information board at the sunken garden would prove popular. Geoff Wilson the Chair of the Civic 
Society was very knowledgeable about the sunken bed area and had an interesting collection of old 
postcards and other memorabilia which perhaps deserve a wider audience in a ‘before and after’ 
information display.  The judges would have like to have seen more natural areas dedicated to encouraging 
greater biodiversity, such as the Cinder Track or Sneaton Castle which are mentioned in the portfolio. 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Good community involvement is demonstrated across Whitby and the judges are looking forward to seeing 
the winning 'Childrens Flower Competition' display at the Royal Crescent Gardens in the summer judging 
tour.  The excellent sustainable planting scheme at the Kebbell Homes development shows what can be 
achieved through effective partnerships. Also the Ruswarp gardening group and the 'Friends' of Pannett 
Park deserve a second mention for their truly inspirational work.  The proposal to plant the Helredale 
Triangle with Whitby Primary School using money through the Yorkshire Gardens Trust and the WI 
demonstrates how young people can get involved from an early age. The judges were particularly 
interested to learn that the planting will be scheduled to coincide with National Gardening Week.  Many of 
the flower and shrub displays around the town are sponsored by local businesses which shows good 
support for the campaign and the display sponsored by Parkol Marine Engineering was particularly 
impressive.   Retail premises in and around Church Street have made a huge effort to provide colourful 
displays making the area very pleasant for local residents and tourists alike. Finally the judges would like to 
thank Amanda Smith Chair of Whitby in Bloom and the staff from Scarborough Borough Council for their 
hospitality on the day of judging.  

Areas for Improvement 

The judges appreciated that it was the Easter Holidays and most of the schools were closed but they hope 
that some of the young people may be available on the summer tour to explain about their contribution.  
Although, promotion and marketing is very good, it would have been nice to have had the portfolio in 
advance, so that the judges could have focussed their questions more specifically towards projects and 
locations to get the best out of the judging day.  
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Category 5B: Coastal Resort B 

Scarborough in Bloom 

Introduction 

The Scarborough in Bloom Group continue to stride forward and fully engage in the ‘’In Bloom’’ ethos, 
especially in these austere and challenging times.  The tour took us along the Daffodil trial which over the 
years has been planted to develop links to other key areas of the Town. The floral displays were to a high 
standard, especially in Peasholme Park and the beds at North Cliff.  The route was well thought out and 
included many little gems not seen before, with magnificent vistas across the north and south bays and 
harbour, and outstanding ariel views across the bay from the delights of Oliver’s Mount. These are all key 
elements of a coastal entry. Also highlighted were the fantastic local Community Groups who provide great 
support to the overall entry and are to be commended for all their efforts.  New recreational areas/facilities 
for young people are also to be commended, especially along North Marine Drive.  The areas visited were 
well maintained with a clear absence of litter.  The Judges look forward to their summer visit. 

Section A: Horticultural Achievement 

Areas of Achievement 

The daffodil trail around Scarborough was very colourful and welcoming to visitors. 
The quality and variety of the plants in the Garfield Road wildlife beds and all the hard work put in by the 
friends of Dean Road and Manor Road cemetery.  The colour and design of all the formal beds and borders 
throughout the town were maintained to a high standard and were a joy to see.  The maintenance of 
Peasholm park was of a very high standard. The partnership between Scarborough council and the Friends 
of the park were clear to see - keep up the good work. 

Areas for Improvement 

The judges felt that although the judging route was very varied and engaging it lacked residential gardens 
and allotments as well as business areas and premises.  Grass cutting overall was good, however we 
appreciate it may not be possible to get all areas cut as often as you may want but a possible solution may 
be to identify appropriate areas, and consider sowing with a wild flower mixture giving lots of colour along 
with minimal maintenance.  Consider boxing off grass at St Martins Square, which would compliment other 
well maintained areas. 

Section B: Environmental Responsibility 

Areas of Achievement 

The work with Community payback team is really working well. The work they have done since October is 
just outstanding. The rebuilding of walls and relaying of kerbs in Manor Road cemetery was great to see 
and the idea that headstones can be lifted and reset is just a brilliant way of bringing an old cemetery back 
to life.  The statue of “Freddie Gilroy” is just amazing! It was such a pleasure to meet Mrs Robinson and her 
husband, the generous donator’s of such a wonderful statue on the North Bay sea front. While we were 
talking with her we could clearly see what a huge hit it is with both young and old alike and how they 
interact with it which is what art in the Landscape is clearly about.  It was gratifying to see the new plaque 
on Anne Bronte’s grave at St Mary’s Church.  For such a large and busy tourist town there was very little 
litter and no graffiti, everyone involved should be congratulated.  We were impressed with the dog fouling 
policy in Trafalgar Square and liked the notices and bags attached to the dog bins.  Street furniture seen on 
the tour was well maintained. 
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Areas for Improvement 

A little more evidence of recycling would have been useful. Although we drove past the Mere it would have 
been nice to have seen it up close and to have had explained to us in greater detail your future plans for 
developing it (perhaps something for the summer route). 

Section C: Community Participation 

Areas of Achievement 

Clear evidence of all-year-round planning and involvement by the In Bloom Group and its numerous 
partners, particularly evidenced by the portfolio.  All the community groups were full of enthusiasm for what 
they are doing. The drive of so many volunteers around the town is wonderful and what they are achieving 
is there for all to see and enjoy.  The wide range of funding opportunities being pursued from grant-making 
bodies, public sector bodies and local resources through year-round fundraising activities, sponsorship and 
practical help in kind. 

Areas for Improvement 

It was a little disappointing that your website calendar has not been updated since 2011. Your website is 
one way to keep the public aware as to what you are up to and have achieved.  You may consider having a 
Facebook page as a way of getting your message across to a younger age group.  It’s a shame the press 
didn’t attend the photo call to promote and highlight all the hard work that has clearly gone into the entry. 


