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Hello!
News from around the Region
Friends of Brighouse Station
After the latest lockdown it’s not only the
passengers making a beeline for Brighouse
Railway Station.
The horticultural
volunteers from the
Friends of Brighouse
have made a special
effort this summer to
encourage as many
bees and pollinating
insects to the station by using bee friendly
species all-round the station.
At the car park entrance
spectacular bed of Lavender
‘Munstead’ was covered in
bees, while opposite Rosa
Canina was covered in other
pollinators.
Twenty eight fence planters
with Impatience and Lysimachya are a haven
for bees going about their daily work and
eighteen half barrels planted with Begonia,
Lysimachya and red Cordyline attract their
fair share of insects.
The bug hotel with Sedum and Festuca roof
attracts all manner of wildlife, while a thirty
meter mixed border has been planted with
150 Cosmos and 100 Rudbeckia which has
been ablaze with colour and buzzing merrily
with bees , butterflies and all types of wildlife.
Public and train crews are over the moon
when they see the floral displays. New path
along length of bed with newly planted
Cosmos and Rudbeckia. Amazing
transformation after lockdowns wilderness.

With climate change on many people’s minds,
in this newsletter we are looking at the hot
topic of sustainable gardening and 12 ways to
create a low carbon garden at home.
Don’t forget to get your entries in for the Best
of Yorkshire campaign – closing date 12th.
Also check out article from one of our valued
sponsors, Amberol. If you have a business or
know of a business that may wish to be a
sponsor please pass on our details and email
address and do get in touch.
As always, you can send this newsletter on to
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends.
Best Regards

John

Co-Ordinator
YiB

New Path and newly planted bed.
Article and pictures supplied by Paul Marshal
Email: admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk

Twitter @yorkshirebloom #yib2020

Facebook: YorkshireinBloom

11 Categories to choose from
Horticulture
• “Yorkshire in Springtime” :- award, for the

‘Best of
Yorkshire’

•

•

Covid Resilience Awards 2021
RHS Yorkshire in Bloom
recognise the enormous challenges the last
12 months have had and are continuing to
have on all our lives and especially the
“bloom community” and although we have
taken the very hard decision in 2020 and
again in 2021 to cancel the competitive
element of entering your individual
community, business, or neighbourhood,
into the regional campaign, we felt we had to
celebrate all your hard work in keeping our
county blooming. So, we are launching our

Environment
•

•
•

These awards are open to everyone to nominate to.
They are FREE to enter and if successful you
will receive a certificate of achievement to display in
your community. These new awards
will be for one year only and will replace our
normal campaign which we hope will
return for 2022.

•

•

•

•

Self-nomination
❖ Each community/entry can put forward up to five of their
best examples (out of the eleven).
❖ Each submission should have written evidence of
between fifty and a hundred words accompanied by three
(no more) photos, (each photo limited to 2mb size)
❖ All entries must be submitted by September the 12th
2021.

“On a wing and a prayer” award for the most
impressive War memorial, cemetery or place of
worship, large or small can be maintained for
wildlife or immaculately manicured flower beds and
lawns.
“Kind to nature wildlife project” can be a small
wildlife friendly garden or a well-managed nature
reserve, village pond or riverbanks.
“Saving the planet” award for good examples of
resource management, recycling projects or tree
planting initiatives.

Community

“Best of Yorkshire”
awards to help congratulate you on your
community’s resilience from the effects of
the Covid pandemic. Based around the three
main pillars of Bloom, Horticulture,
Environment and Community.

best spring displays seasonal or sustainable
(March to May)
“Yorkshire in Summertime” award, for the
most impressive summer floral or sustainable
displays June to September (can even be
wildflower meadows)
“By heck that’s good” award for the best floral
feature, can be for the most traditional carpet
bedded feature or themed garden display,
examples could depict the heritage of the area, or
perhaps a themed display thanking NHS workers
with innovative planting with either sustainable or
traditional bedding plants

•

“Clap for the Community” award to the
volunteer or team of volunteers who have kept
going through the pandemic and helped their
community get through the past year (not
necessarily florally could be doing things like
organising food banks, looking after the elderly or
keeping spirits up within their area)
“Community Litter Heroes” awarded to the
individual or group who throughout lockdown have
continued to keep their community clean by regular
socially distanced litter picks or clean ups.
“Wheels of Fortune” award to celebrate local
transport centres, could be anything from a floral
bus stop to a heritage railway station and anything
in between
“Heart of the Community” award for
businesses who have supported their community
by whatever means, anything from delivering meals
for the elderly to donating materials for making face
masks or helping the NHS staff with discounts or
free materials or just blooming up to lift peoples
spirits and making us smile.
‘Young Bloomers’ includes any project or
activity encompassing resilience of young people.
Can include, youth groups, schools,
or individuals.

All entries via website page
https://www.yorkshireinbloom.co.uk/bestofyorkshire2021

12 ways to grow a
low-carbon garden
2. Make a fedge

A low-carbon garden buzzes with
life, sparkles with water, and is
packed with plants. If designed well,
it can act as a carbon sink,
actively combatting climate change
As gardeners, we have a chance to make a
direct, practical difference in combatting
climate change. Every time you grow a tree,
mulch your soil, or let your grass grow long,
you could actively be increasing the carbon
your garden absorbs.
Too often, though, we return all that carbon
dioxide right back into the atmosphere by
firing up a petrol-powered mower, filling pots
with peat-based compost, or scattering
artificial fertilizers. So, low-carbon gardening
needs a twin approach. Lower your
carbon emissions to neutral by
gardening sustainably, then maximize the
carbon your garden sequesters and stores,
and help it actively combat climate change.
If space in your garden is restricted, any
element from this article can be borrowed
and adapted to fit a smaller garden

1. Grow a hedge
Not only do hedges actively sequester and
store carbon, they also providing nesting
sites, food sources, and shelter for wildlife.

Hedges are
the most
eco-friendly
type of
garden
boundary

Fedges serve as somewhere to stack woody
garden waste while it slowly rots down, providing
shelter for wildlife, too. These beautiful woven
borders can
provide
windbreaks and
a handy way to
dispose of
anything too
woody to go on
the compost
heap.
A fedge is a fence built from waste wood and
pruning’s.

3. Grow your own plant supports
Coppices of hazel, birch, willow and dogwood trees
provide a renewable, carbon-free source of
beanpoles and pea sticks as well as a wildlife
habitat. Hazel is best for the uprights, and willow
for
weaving
poles
together –
don’t stick
willow into
the ground
as it roots
very
readily.
Coppiced hazel poles have a much lower carbon cost than
imported bamboo canes

4. Pick greener ways to grow your own

Home-grown food, when grown sustainably, has a
much lower carbon footprint than that produced by
conventional agriculture. Vegetable gardens store
more carbon when permanently planted with fruit
trees, berries, and perennial vegetables,
interspersed with annuals to fill gaps. Use mulches
such as homemade compost, make paths from
woodchip rather than concrete or grass,
and grow organically for maximum
carbon benefit.
The veg garden at RHS Harlow Carr
makes use of plant supports
fashioned from hazel and willow
grown on site, as pictured.

7. Let your lawn show it
s wild side
Adapted from
How to Garden the Low-Carbon Way - Sally Nex

9. Make a rain garden

Composting at
Home has multiple
environmental benefits

5. Make your own compost
Compost bins make good use of green waste
from the kitchen and garden; this avoids waste
going into landfill where it releases methane, a
greenhouse gas 80 times more powerful than
carbon dioxide. Soil mulched with compost holds
on to nutrients and rainwater better, so meaning
less need to water and feed your garden.
An all-round winner!

6. Plant a tree
Trees suck in carbon, storing it in lignin-rich
trunks and locking it in the ground. Plant a tree in
your garden and you help offset not just your
own carbon footprint, but that of your children
too. It's one of the
most effective ways
your garden can help
fight climate change.
It's estimated that on
average a single broadleaf
tree stores 2.9 tonnes of
carbon in its lifetime

7. Let your lawn show its wild side
Let the grass grow
and you'll be
surprised how many
flowers appear
Meadows of
naturally occurring wildflowers are threaded with
closely mown paths, which lead through the
clouds of butterflies, bees, and other insects
that thrive here. Having a mown path helps keep
it looking 'gardened'. Put away the mower and
your lawn reverts to something resembling natural
grassland – one of the most efficient carbon
sinks.

8. Try a tapestry lawn
There are many delightful plants you can grow in
a lawn instead of grass, such as this Acaena
Tapestry lawns are full of flowers and lowgrowing, mat-forming plants. No-grass lawns
have the benefits of a grass lawn but without the
eco-drawbacks of weekly mowing. There are
many suitable plants including
white clover, chamomile,
creeping thyme and yarrow.

Rain gardens and ponds are designed to absorb
excess rainwater; in the diagram at the top of this
article the
densely planted damp
garden also feeds into
a deeper pond. This
helps reduce flooding,
benefitting both you
and your neighbours.
Even a small front garden can be turned into a rain garden

10. Grow lots of long-lived plants
Choose trees, shrubs and perennials instead of
annuals and bedding plants for maximum benefit
Flower borders line the
central path, with layers
of trees, shrubs, and
perennials. Focus on
long-lived plants; this
means less replanting
and less soil cultivation, helping you avoid
disturbing fragile ecosystems and releasing carbon
that was locked in underground.

11.Harvest rainwater
Every litre, or gallon, of mains water you use adds
to your carbon footprint. Rainwater harvesting will
keep your dependence on mains water supplies
to a minimum in summer. The best approach of all
is to minimise your
water use, wherever
it comes from, by
mulching and picking
your plants carefully.
Even a small front garden
can be turned into a rain
garden

12. Green up your driveway
Driveways of
reclaimed stone
slabs and infilled
with low-growing
plants provide
parking but with
added beauty,
wildlife value and
rainwater
absorption. Concrete has a high carbon cost,
so minimising its use will help keep your
carbon footprint down
Bugle, violets and Arenaria grow well
between the tyre tracks

.

A note from one of our sponsors Amberol
With 50 years of
experience, Amberol
is the nation’s leading provider
of Self-watering planters.
Health and hygiene has been a priority during the
Coronavirus pandemic, but this has not always
married well with reducing environmental waste:
for example, just think of the number of
discarded face masks, plastic gloves and aprons.
Another area that has been significantly impacted
is the campaign around single use cups and with
takeaway food and drink
outlets feeling compelled to
discourage the use of
reusable cups. After years
of incentivising customers
to bring their own drinks
containers, many coffee
shops and cafes have
changed their message,
resulting in a massive rise
in single use cups which are
notoriously difficult to
recycle.

A temporary return to single use
plastic?
Although guidance states that reusable
containers such as a coffee cups are Covid-safe
for servers to handle as long as basic hygiene
practice is followed, most outlets have opted to
return temporarily to single use cups for simplicity
and safety. However, as the hospitality industry
opens up again, the impact of the pandemic on
recycling levels has not
gone unnoticed by the
public.
Alongside the campaign,
City to Sea and Friends
of the Earth released the
results of a recent survey that revealed the
general public’s concern around the rise in singe
use products.

The survey, which was carried out in May
2021, found that people’s awareness around
using refills is rising, with over 80% of respondents
saying that they would like to see easy access to
refillable products.
Furthermore, almost three quarters of
respondents think that plastic pollution is
as bad or worse than before the pandemic,
although 80% said that they are taking steps to
reduce their consumption of single-use plastic. The
most desired refill options were for items such as
dried foods, laundry detergents and take-away
coffee.

Finding a recycling solution

The environmental problems around single use
cups is one of the reasons that
Amberol developed their Café
Bin in 2019. The multistream bin has three
compartments: one for
liquids, one for lids and
one for the cup itself. The
bin has a 90-litre capacity for
cups, 10 litres for lids and 7 litres
for liquids making it a great choice for shopping
centres, leisure venues and anywhere with
numerous take away food and drink outlets.
In addition, Amberol
produce other recycling
bins for indoor and outdoor
use, including the
popular Olympic
Bin and Chatsworth Bin for
dual recycling, as well as
banks of bins such as the
240 litre capacity Eco
Bin suitable for larger spaces
and 100 litre capacity Slim Bin for recycling in
areas where space is at a premium.
To find out more about the wide range of recycling
bins available from Amberol, call 01773 830 930 or
email sales@amberol.co.uk for more information
about how Amberol bins can help you improve
recycling rates in your area.
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