
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 Keeping Yorkshire Blooming 
 November 2020 

 Hello! 
 

Well. Hasn’t this summer shot by? Now into 
Autumn, we are happily compensated by the 
amazing autumnal colours around us this year. 
Heartwarming and a well-deserved feast to our 
eyes we have some of the best seen colours in the 
trees and shrubs who’s display we could argue are 
the best in many years.  
Many have been telling us how you have continued 
this year, and are still doing so socially distancing 
and following the guidelines, even in the desperate 
times of going back into lockdown, and Tier three 
Covid -19 restrictions. The work you are doing for 
the communities is incalculable at these times, and 
gives a huge amount of pleasure, comfort and 
areas of solace for many within our communities. 
The work you have been doing should never go 
underestimated for the relief it gives us all. A 
massive thank you to all who have worked tirelessly 
this year to bring us that little bit of extra comfort 
and joy within the whole of the Yorkshire Region.  
We at Yorkshire in Bloom are proud of the work  
you have done and continue to do.  
  

As always, you can send this newsletter on to 
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends. 
Best Regards 

John 
Co-Ordinator 
YiB 

News from around the Region 

Sandringham Park in 
Wetherby. 

 
This year for the 
first year ever the 
Wetherby Arts 
Festival and 
Sandringham Park 
along with other 
Wetherby parks 
teamed up to 
bring dance and 
art as an outdoor 
activity during 
these difficult 

times.  
On one day in September the organisers visited 
each park for one and a half 
hours and socially distanced to 
encourage children and adults to 
join in and explore dance.  
It was very successful and we do 
hope to do it in future years. 
 
The friends of Sandringham park 
are also very pleased to announce that we have 
also won our 9th Green Flag Award, it hasn’t been 
easy in these difficult times and at times has been 
a struggle. 
We wish to thank all the team for continuing to 
ensuring the year was not lost. 

 
 
 
 
 
Kazia Knight 
Chair- Friends of 
Sandringham park  

 
Right: Thorp Perrow Arboretum October 2020 
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Ruth Edwards chair of Mirfield in Bloom 
writes …… 
 
With this year 2020 fast coming to the end we are 
proud to say ‘Plans are going well for BIB 2021, 
fingers crossed, and we will have the funds in 
place in good time.’ 
We have various Neighbourhood teams within our 
town who thanks to Yorkshire in Blooms 
encouragement have come together to form a 
neighborhood group and have excelled in the work 
they have done to clean up their environment.  
Currently our new Neighbourhood group at 
Ha’penny Bridge are thinking about creating a wild 
flower meadow in the nature reserve on Battyeford 
Island.  

 
They are a very keen and willing group. This year has 
also seen further improvements at the Railway Station 
thank to MiB and the 
Friends group.  
Wild flowers have also 
been down on the 
banking near the station. 
    
Mirfield in Bloom is a 
community group 
dedicated to making 
Mirfield a nice place to live by involving as many people 
as possible. It isn’t just about flowers. It is pulling the 
community together to make our townsfolk love where 
they live. We have made neighbours into friends and 
encouraged communities from small children to senior 
citizens to work with each other.  

  
News from around the Region 

 Starbeck in Bloom  
Instead of their annual 
gardens competition, this 
year the In Bloom team 
decide to hold it ‘Virtual’.  
 
Three categories were chosen, private 
gardens, business or community garden, and 
container. During the summer months the 
entries best photo was selected for 
submission for judging. An amazing response 
from the community was had and here are 
some pictures to show. 
 

 
Winner of the private garden competition - Cynthia Horsfall  
 

The Judge was  
Nick Smith, Director 
of Harrogate Flower 
Shows.(pic) along 
with the winners 
and Christine 
Stewart – Starbeck 
in Bloom 

 
Christine Atkins – 
representing Starbeck 
Methodist church – winners 
of the business/community 
category 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr & Mrs Simmons –  
winners of the container 
category 
 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Yorkshire Gardens Trust, 
formed in 1996,  

works to conserve and foster 
this county's garden heritage for the  

benefit of present and future generations. 
They cover all the area that was historically within 

the former Ridings of Yorkshire

 
An overarching objective of the Yorkshire Gardens 
Trust is to raise awareness of the importance of 
historic parks and gardens in Yorkshire. The Trust's 
conservation subcommittee have a breadth of 
expertise and meet regularly to assist, where 
possible, with the conservation and management 
of these unique assets in our County. We do this in 
three ways: 

1. Through conservation casework - The YGT 
Conservation Committee respond to Local 
Planning Authorities when applications are 
made that could harm or result in the loss of 
significance of historic parks and gardens in 
Yorkshire. They also liaise with Local Planning 
Authorities regarding policy advice in their 
Development Plans, in order to ensure that due 
regard is paid to historic parks and gardens and 
that their significance is safeguarded. 

2. By helping all those who are involved with the care 
of the garden heritage to obtain information, advice 
and skills.  

3. By awarding small grant for projects related to built 
and natural heritage, primarily historic parks and 
gardens:  

 
If you would like to apply please download the 

documents Notes for Applicants and Small 
Grants Application Form at: 

www.yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk/conservation 
 
This is a rolling programme until 2022 and applications 
are invited at any time during this period 

The Committee maintain a  
presence at the Yorkshire Historic 
Environment Forum, and support its 
objectives, in order to maintain a high  
profile for historic parks and gardens in 
Yorkshire and to keep up to date on current 
heritage issues. 

Education 

The YGT has a 

history of supporting 

schools in various 

ways, and in 2007 

launched the YGT for 

SCHOOLS scheme.  

Membership of YGT for 
SCHOOLS 

This is for Yorkshire schools with an interest in 

developing their grounds or a garden area, setting 

up, or boosting an existing gardening club. 

Membership entitles them to: 

 Copy of YGT Newsletters. 

 Advice, ideas and support to 
create/develop a school garden or 
gardening club. 

  Enter any YGT for Schools projects, or 
award schemes. 

To join, please fill in the application form on the 
website.  There is no cost to join. 
If you have any queries, please contact us - 
education1@yorkshiregardenstrust.org.uk. 
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 Planting for Effect. 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to say that 
Yorkshire in Bloom is now in the 
process of transferring the 
charity to a Charity Incorporated 
organisation (CiO) 
This is an administrative arrangement 
to update the organisation and its 
charitable status. There will be further 
information on this in a later edition 
which will include the opportunity to 
become a member of Yorkshire in 
Bloom (CiO) 
 

Britain in Bloom 

 

Britain's nationwide 
gardening competition is a 
powerful tool for building 
communities and tackling 
local issues 
 

Yorkshire in Bloom along with the 
National campaign, Britain in Bloom 

2021 will go ahead next Year.  
 

We are behind the scenes 
contingency planning for every event, 
and planning to accommodate the 
rules at the time of visits and 
judging.  
 

We will of course comply with any 
rules that are in place and ensure 
that entrants are comfortable with 
the proposed methods, so be 
prepared for developments in this 
area. More to follow…… 

 We often create displays to commemorate events or to 
gain attention. 

 

These examples are over the top, but certainly caught 
the imagination of the crowds. 
 

Our own planting may be a little more restrained, but 
can be very effective when containers are used.  As 

with everything a 
little planning goes 
a long way, whilst 
plant selection will 
provide the impact. 
It is important to 
remember that 
planting containers 
means taking 
responsibility for 
watering and 

feeding, so selecting the right container and watering 
system makes maintenance easier. In terms of plant 
selection consider using small shrubs that can be 
grown for a 
couple of 
years before 
being moved 
to permanent 
beds this can 
reduce the 
costs. 
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