
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 Keeping Yorkshire Blooming 
 March 2021 

 Hello! 
March is such a special time in the garden as 
the promise of spring brings longer days and 
warmer soil, wildlife begins to wake and bulbs 
start to emerge and amaze us with their 
wonderful colour. Outdoors, as the garden 
comes to life again, it's time to get ready for 
the growing season. Spring is within touching 
distance, and by the end of the month we'll 
begin to get a little more daylight. As the soil 
begins to warm it's a great time to dig it over 
and plan out your planting projects, to ensure 
you have all the seeds, bulbs and compost 
you need. 
It’s time to start getting our entries in to this 
year’s YiB summer judging. Check out the 
website for entry details. 
 

As always, you can send this newsletter on to 
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends. 
Best Regards 

John 
Co-Ordinator 
YiB 

News from around the Region 

 
Barnsley Main Heritage Group 
The Barnsley Main 
Heritage Group has been 
working hard on the site 
whenever restrictions 
allow. The friendships 
formed during 
volunteering over the 
last four years have 
been uplifting during 
these tough times.  
 

We have continued to maintain the site as an 
interesting local space to explore while life is 
restricted and, like many other places, have 
seen an increase in footfall. As well as 

ongoing 
maintenance, we 
have used the 
time to further 
improve the 
wildlife habitat by 
effectively re-using 
brash.  
 

The quieter periods have given us time to 
finish of kitting out our pop-up museum: as 
soon as we can plan we will be throwing our 
doors open to the community. We have 
missed people!  
 

When restrictions or health dictate, group 
members have worked at home gaining new 
skills in using technology, recording nature 
and creating resources ready for visitors 
when we can have groups visiting and hold 
public events again. 
For our group - no time is wasted! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barnsley Main Heritage  
Group Volunteers 

Email: admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk Twitter @yorkshirebloom #yib2020           Facebook: YorkshireinBloom 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dearne Valley Country 
 Park Group, Barnsley 

 
 
 

Article Supplied by Sarah Dewey. 
 

Dearne Valley Country Park Group has grown 

from a few names of people who volunteered for 
occasional workdays to over 30 active litter pickers who 
saw a need and responded to it.  

 
 
Growth has been by example, word of mouth and social 
media. The support of Twiggs who are commissioned 
by BMBC to encourage volunteers has been invaluable.  
 
We have received a grant via 
BMBC for litter picking equipment 
and a local business gave us  Hi 
Viz vests with a logo we designed. 
This simple act of kindness has 
raised the visibility of the group 
within the park and the progress 
has been noticed by park users 
and BMBC. Our social media posts 
have been deliberately positive; 
we avoid photos of litter and 
instead focus on the beauty of the 
park and litter gathered by 
volunteers. We appear to be 
staying on top of new litter and 
are now tackling hidden hotspots 
of 'historic' litter. We have encouraged volunteers to 
pick as they walk and given no targets or timescales 
just a simple message 'Every little helps'.  Bags are 
distributed 10 at a time to maintain contact. It is a very 
light touch model which is empowering and welcomed 
by volunteers. 

 News from Around The Region 
 

Having emerged during the pandemic the group 
has yet to meet each other or be formally 
constituted. I simply liaise with individual 
volunteers, the Jo and 
Russ in the parks 
department and YWT. 
What shape it takes will 
depend very much on 
what volunteers want 
as a group  post-Covid  
 
Lockdown has given an opportunity for new growth. 
There are signs of spring emerging beneath and on the 

trees. Alongside this has been a sudden spurt in the 
number of volunteers using their exercise time to litter-

pick the large urban park. From a small group of five 

volunteers we have grown to over 30 people of all ages 
w ho have been equipped with litter pickers and bags 

provided by BMBC. Members have been inspired by 
seeing others care for the park and through 

photographs shared on social media which showcase 

the park’s richness and diversity. 
 

There has been a significant increase in footfall 
throughout the year as restrictions have encouraged 

residents to discover, often for the first time, the 
beauty of nature on their doorsteps. Feedback on the 

transformation of the environment 

has been very positive. All the 
volunteering has been within the 

ever-changing restrictions and has 
benefitted the wider community. 

Visitors and the volunteers 

themselves are strengthened both 
mentally and physically. 

 
As a virtual group, its members have yet to meet each 

other but we are looking for-ward to getting together 

and seeing what the future holds post-Covid. As a 
fledg-ling group, we look forward to working in 

partnership with BMBC Parks Depart-ment and the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 

 
Dearne Valley Park has something for everyone: walkers, 

runners, cyclists and equestrians can enjoy a network of 

trails through parkland and woods. There is a skateboard 
park and play area for children and young people. 

Anglers have a well-stocked lake and an angling club. 

 For history buffs there is the old canal to explore.  

All this is within easy reach of the town  
centre with excellent transport connections.  

When travel is allowed, do come and visit 

 this gem in the heart of the town.  

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 Rainbow Community Garden Hull 

 

 

We’ve started 2021 in lockdown due to 
COVID-19 restrictions and are sadly 
unable to see our volunteers on site at 
the moment. We can’t wait till we can 
see their smiling faces again (like Paul, 
pictured here with a cabbage he was 
taking home to eat!) but in the 
meantime we will 
keep everyone 
updated about 
what is happening 
in the garden as 
we look after it so 
that we can open 
our gates again 
when it’s safe to do. Keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for ways to get involved 
in crafting and gardening at home too  

After having to close our gates in 
March 2020, we were delighted to 
reopen in July, and welcomed people 
to the garden throughout the rest of 
the year. From July till December, 16 
different people attended a total of 
279 one-and-a-half-hour sessions with 
us, planting, weeding and growing. We 
managed to hold some family and 
crafting activities too. We also kept in 
touch with 9 regular volunteers on the 
phone, when they couldn’t get to us, 
and we ran a virtual gardening club via 
Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Throughout 2020 we were able to distribute 
vegetables to 12 different garden volunteers and 6 
local residents. We also donated some produce to 
Timebank Hull and East Riding. At Christmas we 
helped some of our volunteers 
to make wreaths and 
decorations from willow 
rounds and foliage. We’re 
hoping that in 2021 we can 
get back to hosting our 
popular Christmas decoration 
workshop. 
 
Keeping moving 
2020 may have been a year of video calls but some 

people stayed very active. In 
October, ultra-runner John 
Hunsley set off on a 40-mile run 
from the garden. Some of our 
supporters turned out to cheer 
him on (Trustee and Chair of the 
garden Ken even joined him for 
the first stage of the run), while 

many more followed his progress on Facebook. Many 
generous people also donated towards the running of 
the garden in response to the runners’ efforts. John is 
hoping to run the Cape Wrath Ultra in Scotland this 
year 
 
 

Our founder retired as Chair of the Board of Trustees 
2020 was the year in which our founder Jeannie 
Webster announced that she was retiring from the 
board of Trustees after 21 years of running the 
garden. Jeannie, who was awarded the Lord Mayor’s 
Civic Crown for enhancing her community, is of 
course entirely irreplaceable, but staff and remaining 
Trustees will continue working 
hard to ensure that her amazing 
legacy is carried on. And we 
hope to keep seeing Jeannie at 
the garden regularly (and 
making use of her vast 
experience and expertise!). 
Thank you, Jeannie, for creating 
such a beautiful, special place. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The story of a springtime 
favourite 

The daffodil is one of our most iconic 
flowers. The appearance of its cheerful 
yellow blooms in our gardens, parks 
and woodlands announce the arrival of 
spring and hopefully brighter days to 
come.  
Today, there are almost 27,000 
daffodil (Narcissus) cultivars, which 
come in a dazzling array of shapes and 
sizes. The UK grows more daffodil 
crops than any other country – about 
half of the world’s total.  
The most popular garden varieties of 
daffodil began to emerge in the past 
200 years, but their story goes back 
much further.  
 
The 'daffodowndilly', the ‘Flower of 
March’, the ‘trumpet flower’… the 
daffodil has gone by many names. 
However, a frequent misconception is 
that there is a difference between 
daffodils and narcissi. Narcissus is 
simply its botanical name and daffodil 
is its common name. Its name has 
long associated the daffodil with the 
Greek myth of the youth Narcissus, 
who fell in love with his own reflection 
and languished away by a pool of 
water. A Narcissus flower is said to 
have sprung from where he died. 
However, the flower in the legend was 
probably the white and orange 
Narcissus tazetta, which is known to 

have grown in 
ancient Greece. 
Wild daffodils first 
grew in Spain 
and Portugal 
before spreading 
across Europe.  

 
 

Wordsworth’s host of golden daffodils, were almost 
certainly the most pervasive of these wild species, 
the Narcissus pseudonarcissus. Sometimes called 
‘Lent Lillies’, these familiar flowers grew all over 
Britain until the 19th century. Since then wild 
populations have declined sharply due to agriculture, 
woodland clearances and the uprooting of bulbs for 
gardens. 

Daffodils are not an easy plant to 
hybridise as it can take several years 
to grow the plant from its seed rather 
than a bulb. The new rage for plant 
breeding in the early 1800s initially 
had little room for the daffodil – the 
focus was on exotic (and expensive) 
plants like orchids from far-flung parts 

of the globe.  

Daffodil breeding was a quieter revolution. It started 
in the 1830s, with a Church of England clergyman, 
working in a North Yorkshire village. 

While Rector of Spofforth, William Herbert (1778–
1847) successfully cultivated a new species of crocus. 
‘The Spofforth crocus’ can 
be seen successfully planted 
around the village thanks to 
the Spofforth in Bloom team 

for multiplying 
this cultivation. 
Having got the hybridisation bug, while 
Dean of Manchester William Herbert 
developed several new daffodil hybrids 
and pioneered new ways of classifying 
them.  

The Dean’s botanical breakthroughs were admired by 
Darwin and paved the way for the explosion of 

daffodil breeding later in the 19th 
century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Host of Golden Daffodils 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Introducing War Graves Week 
War Graves Week - A week to 

remember 
 
Running from the 21-28 May 2021, 
war graves week will shine a light on 
our work and the people who keep 
remembrance of our war dead alive. 
 

Through a series of talks, tours and 
events, both physical and virtual, War 
Graves Week will bring an immersive 
and inclusive programme that will 
reveal CWGC’s work and history in all 
its variety and demonstrate its ongoing 
relevance today. 
 

In the build up to War Graves Week, 
we want you to remember those who 
died in the world wars by creating your 
own wildflower memorial. 
 

We will send you 
free packets of 
wildflower seeds 
that you can plant 
in your own 
garden or in plant 
pots. If you plant 
them now, you’ll 

have your own patch of wildflowers 
ready for War Graves Week. Share a 
photo of your bloom on Twitter and 
Instagram to enter our contest and 
win a prize. 
You can apply for these seeds at no 
cost, but we’d love for you to donate 
to the work of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Foundation. Your donation will 
help us to engage and educate people 
about our work. 
More details of the CWGC web site 
www.cwgc.org  

March & Spring arrives 
Spring usually arrives by mid-March and the frequent 
sunny days provide the opportunity for an increasing 
range of gardening tasks. It's time to get busy preparing 
seed beds, sowing seed, cutting back winter shrubs and 
generally tidying up around the garden. 

Top 10 Jobs this month: 
1.Protect new spring shoots from slugs 
2 Plant shallots, onion sets and early potatoes 
3 Plant summer-flowering bulbs 
4 Lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials 
5 Top dress containers with fresh compost 
6 Mow the lawn on dry days (if needed) 
7 Cut back Cornus (dogwood) and Salix (willow) grown for 
colourful winter stems 
8 Hoe and mulch weeds to keep them under control early 
9 Start feeding fish and using the pond fountain; remove 
pond heaters 
10 Prune bush and climbing roses 

 

Sowing and planting 
Hardy annuals can be sown in pots or modules to provide 
colour in the garden. In mild areas you can sow directly 
outside. Marking out irregularly shaped seedbeds and 
broadcasting drifts of different seed gives a more natural 
look. 
Sweet peas can be sown outside this 
month. Place autumn-sown sweet peas in 
a sunny position, perhaps on a high shelf 
in the greenhouse that gets plenty of 
light. Sow summer bedding plants in a 
heated propagator or under glass. 
 
Early spring is an ideal time to plant herbaceous 
perennials, including Geranium, Astrantia and Oriental 
poppies. Plant summer-flowering bulbs. Prepare the soil 

first, to ensure that drainage is 
sufficient to prevent the bulbs rotting. 
Anemone coronaria tubers need 
particularly well-drained soils. 
 
Plan a continuous crop of cut flowers for 
this summer. Perennials such as 

delphiniums and annuals can be grown to produce a 
useful and beautiful display. 
 
Indoor forced bulbs that were in the house for winter 
displays, but which have now finished flowering, can 
now be planted into the garden, taking care not to  
disturb the roots.  

 

 
Website: 

 

Contact: 

 

Email address: 

www.yorkshireinbloom.co.uk 01422 885222 admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk 
 

http://www.cwgc.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=228
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=680
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=95
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=363
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=350
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=425
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=161
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=161
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=343
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=447
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=447
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=186

