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Hello!
News from around the Region
Elloughton cum Brough in Bloom
Brough in bloom have been very busy
On two projects this spring.
Coleen Gill informs us:
We have taken on a new area in Elloughton. This
patch was all nettles and weeds, so we dug them
out, dug it over, raked it then applied the free top
soil that was donated from an housing
development site. That site had many wild flowers
growing so we
hoped to keep
these going. A
team of us
rollered the
land and laid
30 square foot
of wild flower
turf – exciting,
but now the
watering
begins !!

Spring is very much here so now is a great
time to get ahead and prepare your garden
for the warmer days to come. Such a busy
time and a lot has happened since the last
newsletter.
We have now Launched the ‘Best of Yorkshire’
awards for this year only, to
replace what would be the
normal campaign. We hope
to see as many entries
through the year as possible,
as well as the ‘It’s your
Neighbourhood’ awards that
are also for the first time, this
year on line. (Register Now)
As always, you can send this newsletter on to
your fellow volunteers, colleagues and friends.
Best Regards

John

Co-Ordinator
YiB

Then we have a large Bee Hive that a local boat
builder made for us to place on site along with
some metal BEES🐝

Also at the top of the road where I lived residents
of the estate raised £173 and decided to
commemorate Sir Captain Tom Moore with a
flowering cherry tree and a plaque .
Email: admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk

Volunteers laying
the patchwork quilt wild
flower turf in Elloughton

Twitter @yorkshirebloom #yib2020

Facebook: YorkshireinBloom

The latest project to be
completed at

Owd Martha's Yard
Community Garden.
Allan Wood supplied the
pics and article.

It is a feature seating area and extra footpath works
that is accessible by all, and has added a bit of class to
a corner near our compound.
The new area was formed from an idea put forward in
November 2019 by one of our volunteers, Des Wright,
hence the name "Des's area".
Most of our volunteers worked on various parts of the
project, over quite a lengthy period (due to covid,
isolations etc).
The work was part
funded by the Hoyland
Rockingham & Milton
Ward Alliance, and by
our group.
The 8 tons of crusher
run hardcore that forms
the footpath was
donated by Allendale Building Services Ltd, the red
granite chippings also by them and laid by us, and the
base preparation was done by David Jonas of Eezidig
who we engage periodically to do our machine
work. The sleepers and picket fencing were supplied by
Hoyland Dismantlers Ltd.
The benches that are on view, are two of four that
were obtained with funding from Persimmon Homes
Ltd. The paving flags were supplied by Steve Jones Ltd.
(all the flags were laid by Hazel, one of our
volunteers).
All-in-all, a great team effort which took 10 months
from start to finish (much longer than normal!)
Before

News from Around The Region
Newton le Willows Climate Change Group,
Bedale
Article featured in The Guardian Newspaper
The UK may be in the
grip of a winter
lockdown but in one
village on the edge of
the Yorkshire Dales
the local climate-change group has been busy.
Plans are afoot to plant hundreds of trees on
land surrounding Newton-le-Willows, in lower
Wensleydale, in an effort to tackle the climate
crisis. According to scientists, planting billions
of trees across the world is one of the biggest
and cheapest ways of taking CO2 out of the
atmosphere.
Bob Sampson, a former land-use planning adviser
for the Ministry of Agriculture and member of the
village’s climate-change group, has written to local
landowners asking permission to grow trees on
their land. Seven have agreed so far, and he is
now recruiting villagers to sponsor, and plant,
trees.
The group is asking for £2 to cover the cost of a
tree, a cane and a spiral to protect it from rabbits.
They are yet to announce their plans in the village
newsletter, but after a post on a WhatsApp group,
which was started when the first lockdown was
imposed in March last year, they’ve already had
offers to sponsor more than 150 trees. “There’s
been a positive response, much better than I was
anticipating,” says Sampson. “We’ll be planting
trees including oak, sycamore, birch and rowan,
which will be tailored to relevant
sites and will benefit both the
climate and the

After

environment in terms of
landscape and wildlife.”

'Forgotten' Hull park with ancient
history rediscovered in lockdown
Lockdown has led to group of
volunteers giving a forgotten
park a much-needed new
lease of life.
St. Peter's Park is tucked away between
some of the city centre's busiest roads, and
it was originally part of the churchyard of
the former St. Peter's Church, which was
destroyed in a wartime bombing raid in
1941, on a site occupied as far back as the
13th century and formed part of the
ancient village of Drypool.
Matt Wilcock, who leads a small community
gardening group working to keep it neat
and tidy. The group meets there every
Wednesday between 10am and 1pm,
carrying out a weekly litter pick.
Over the summer, volunteers have also
planted new herbs and flowers, uncovered
15 gravestones previously swamped under
ivy, created a number of small wildlife
habitats and installed an interpretation
board telling the site's history.
Matt says "It certainly was hidden when I
stumbled across it when I got lost during
my hour's exercise at the start of
lockdown but I'm pleased to say it's not
hidden anymore."
The gardening group
call themselves
Friends of Thinker's
Corner in recognition
of a statue in the
middle of the park.
Over the summer the group has attracted
volunteers from a nearby homeless
shelter, donations from the neighbouring
Rooted in Hull project, help and advice
from Yorkshire Wildlife Trust's Andrew
Gibson and support from Humber
Galvanising Ltd.

The Friends of Thinkers Corner have to date, uncovered
paths and headstones, set up wildlife corners, pulled out
weeds and nettles, planted shrubs and flowers, maintained
the paths and borders, cut down diseased trees, put up a
history interpretation board, cleaned the statue, and
painted the plaque of Frank Redpath's poem.
It is locally called Thinkers' Corner as it has a noseless
statue in the middle of the park, of a
grumpy fisherman in Rodin's
eponymous Thinker pose. In 1989
the seated statue of Peter by Kevin
Storch was added to celebrate 50
years since the start of
WW2 in this arguably the most
bombed parish in the UK, together
with the poem by Frank Redpath
that inspired it etched into a plaque.
The Wellington-booted statue sits on
a rock and so perhaps
represents both the fisherman turned apostle St. Peter
and also the seafarers of Hull; also of course there is a
play on words petrus is the Latin word for rock. Others
think he pays homage to ‘Rodin’s The Thinker’; but with a
more earthy Hull image.
Matt Wilcock said one of the group's aims is to replace the
statue's missing nose which was snapped off some years
ago with a "re-nosing ceremony" happening this summer.
The statue will be getting a
new golden nose in what will
be the crowning touch of our
community's gardening group
that got a group of isolated
individuals through lockdown,
tackled loneliness, and turned
a local dumping ground into a charming 'pocket-park'

The Renosing Ceremony
3pm Saturday 10th July 2021.
Location: St. Peter's Churchyard,
St. Peter's Street/ Great Union
Way, Hull, HU9 1AA

Just a question to think
about.....

.......early in the New Year we were victim
to a break in and theft of all our gardening
tools and equipment from our steel
shipping container situated in our local
Park. Almost £3000 worth of tools and
equipment, gathered, donated, and bought
with funds raised from our community, we
were heartbroken to say the least. They
took everything even down to the first aid
kit and anti bac hand gel, as well as our 3
lawnmowers. They did leave us with a
snow shovel, which was ironic, as it snowed
the day after the theft!
We contacted South Yorkshire Police to
report the theft, and get a Crime Number
for our insurer. Thankfully
we are insured through
the RHS Community
Scheme.
We contacted the Liberty
Mutual the broker for the
RHS, and started the
process of our claim. Thankfully, we had a
pretty comprehensive itinerary of all our
tools and machinery, and photos of the
lawnmowers and serial numbers. We were
asked to provide any receipts for
equipment bought that was missing. This
proved difficult for most of the equipment,
as much of it had been collected over the 9
years we have been a group and other
items, donated by local residents, and
therefore receipts not available... this is a
learning curve for any group out there...
even the items donated, you really need to
put a cost against just in case this happens.
And most important, check you have
adequate cover to replace those tools...
you have more money’s worth than you
think.

It took time to identify replacement costs for the items
taken, and complete a full inventory with replacements
costs that could then be passed to the Insurer for
consideration. We are 6 weeks on at point of writing (late
Feb 21) and are still awaiting contact from the Insurance
Company.
In the meantime, we put a note on our Facebook page to
let the wider community know what had happened, and
that we would continue as best we can to keep doing
what we do around the village, until we were in a position
to replace tools.
The Community were fabulous, their support of our In
Bloom group was heartwarming, we were offered tools to
keep us going, and donations towards replacing, our local
Indian Take Away donated two wheel barrows and a pair of
long handle loppers, a local resident that works for Spear &
Jackson offered us a selection of tools, which was a
fabulous gesture and our Parish Council, offered to make
up any short fall from our Insurance claim, via their
community grant scheme. So we wait to hear if our claim
has been successful.
While most of the old tools were marked, we will ensure
that all our new tools are marked, and engraved with the
group’s name, we are also looking into Smart Water
marking, as advised by our local PCSO’s, and a complete
inventory with photos and replacement/actual costs
recorded.
We have been contacted by our local Policing Team to say
they have found some of our items, identified by the group’s
name written on them, they called into see us recently and
returned the items they found, they are also speaking with
someone regarding the theft... fingers crossed!
A few lessons learned
from our experience,
which we will take,
moving forward, and a
huge thanks to our
community for their
continued support.

Looking forward to Spring 2021...
Keep Blooming!!! 

Great British Spring Clean - 28 May to 13 June 2021

Friends of York Cemetery
Purple4Polio

10k purple crocuses have been planted
on the front Baby Lawn to make
awareness of the need to eradicate
polio from the planet. The Friends of
York Cemetery and the Rotary Club of
York Ainsty came together in this joint
project.
Local
school
children from St
Lawrence’s Primary
School, St Georges
Primary School and
Fishergate Primary
School, in total 200
pupils came to help
with the planting
including 40 from Fishergate’s reception
class.
The planting was open to the public
with Friends, volunteers helping and
providing refreshments.
Rotarians,
Geocache group, LifeStyle girls’ group
and local people from 3 years to
grandparents. The Lord Mayor and
Civic Party also helped with the planting
and televised by York TV.
Why Purple4Polio. Purple dye is used
on a child’s left
finger
to
indicate they
have
been
immunised
against polio.
5,000 purple crocuses will show people
that there is a lot of good work
happening in the world and the final
push is on to eradicate this dreadful
disease.
Clive Dawson F.O.York Cemetery

In the past 12 months our outdoor spaces and
places have mattered to us more than ever
before. So join others and show some love for
those special places that helped us through
lockdown.
Now in its sixth year, the Great British Spring Clean is the
nation’s biggest mass-action environmental campaign. This
spring, join Keep Britain Tidy and our community of
#Litterheroes on our #MillionMileMission to clear litter from
our streets, parks and beaches. Because what is good for
our environment is good for our mental and physical health
too.
Great British
Spring Clean is
good for the
environment and
the soul!
 79% agreed that volunteering helped improve their
mood
 44% agreed the campaign helped them feel less
anxious about what is happening in the world right
now and
 43% said it helped them feel less isolated
 78% feel more pride for their local area
 64% feel more part of their local community
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the challenges we have
faced this year, but small acts of kindness - to ourselves,
and our planet - can help us improve our surroundings and
our mood.
Litter blights our streets, parks and beaches and costs us
millions of pounds to clear up every year.
Yorkshire in Bloom is here to help inspire people to
eliminate litter now and for future
generations.
Church House
Pre-School Mirfield

Let's invite wildlife back

Wild About
Gardens is back!

What is a beetle? Beetles are insects with
hardened front wings, although you'd be forgiven
for not realising this as they are often seen
crawling around rather than flying. The wing
cases protect the second (hind) pair of wings and
are called ‘elytra’.

The Wildlife Trusts and the RHS set up
Wild About Gardens to celebrate
wildlife gardening and to encourage
people to use their gardens to take
action to help support nature. Many of
our common garden visitors –
including
hedgehogs,
house sparrows
and starlings –
are increasingly
under
threat. But
together we
can make a
difference. This
year, we're
Bringing Back
Beetles!
There are over 4,000 species of beetle
in the UK alone! and you can find them
in almost every habitat, all year-round!
Although a handful may eat your
plants, beetles are a vital part of a
healthy garden.
Beetles are a vital part of any wildlife
garden. They will munch on garden
insects like aphids and snails, whilst
acting as food for our larger garden
visitors such as hedgehogs and birds,
but sadly they are under threat.
Unfortunately, beetle populations are
threatened by things like pesticides,
habitat loss and climate change - but
you can help!

Not only do beetles
come in an amazing
variety of colours,
sizes, and shapes they are also
important predators,
they act as food for
larger animals (such
as hedgehogs and
birds), and pollinate
our flowers and
crops. They even
help to recycle
nutrients, by eating
and digesting plants
and returning their
goodness back to the
soil.
Asparagus beetles
and lily beetles let
out a high-pitched
squeak
when
under
threat,
though they may also use this to
communicate with each other, too.

Why garden for wildlife?
There are lots of easy ways to support wildlife in your garden
from building hedgehog holes to picking the right plants.
Even the smallest changes can make a big difference!

Quick facts

Fewer than 1% of Britain’s insects
are garden pests
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