
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 Keeping Yorkshire Blooming 
 February 2021 

 Hello! 
What a year it's been. But with the day’s closing 
in and winter upon us, we wanted to take stock 
and celebrate all that you've achieved in 2020, 
despite the obvious enormous challenges. 
The resilience and generosity you've shown to 
your communities, the many ways you've 
stepped-up to support those in need, or the 
efforts taken just to brighten someone's day 
have all made a huge difference. 
Plants, of course, have been a big feature for 
many of you, but we've also heard impressive 
tales of gardening groups adapting their dab 
hands to help feed fellow residents, to cheer-
up key workers and to support those 
experiencing isolation 
 

These newsletters show just a handful of the 
many different ways in which community 
gardeners have shone where they live. We would 
welcome many more to share, so please do keep 
sending us your stories for future issues 
 

As always, you can send this newsletter on 
to your fellow volunteers, colleagues and 
friends. 
Best Regards 

John 
Co-Ordinator 
YiB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mural supplied by  
Malcome Price  
‘Friends of Locke Park’ 

 
 

News from around the Region 
 

Friends of Locke Park … ‘ have decided to 

spruce up our old condemned toilets with these 
murals. The figures are from Dark Crystal and 
Labyrinth.  
At first we were worried about it may be a bit 

scary but they have 
been well received 
by all ages.’ 
 
Malcolm Price 
Friends of Locke 
Park 
 

 
 

Last month ‘Friends of Sandringham Park’ have 
joined the campaign in conjunction with Park Run UK 

and Fields in Trust to 
talk about the 
importance of parks 
during this past difficult 
year. As local councils 
are struggling with 
budgets and a loss of 

many volunteers it is important we keep highlighting 
the need to care for our green spaces and parks now 
and for the future. 
 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of 
Judith Baren. Long standing esteemed Yorkshire in 

Bloom Judge and wife of former 
Chairman Mr Maurice Baren. 
Judith touched so many 
communities with her love and 
knowledge of ‘In Bloom’. Many of 
our present day judges benefitted 
immensly from the experience 
and patience gained by 
accompanying judging with 
Judith.  
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Friends of Carlton  
Marsh Nature Reserve 

 
Russ Boland Barnsley Countryside and Parks Officer 

A New Beginning For The Western Meadow 

For many years part of the Carlton Marsh Nature Reserve, the 

area known as the Western Meadow became subject of a land 
ownership dispute in the early part of the noughties. Formerly 

disused railway sidings, the area was adopted by the Council 
after an outside organisation excavated the site for ash. It was 

landscaped to include two ponds and sown with wildflower 

seed. Until the dispute this was mown and grazed in line with 
usual habitat management practices for several years until the 

legal situation prevented a 
consistent approach. In 

2013 this came to a head 

preventing both Council staff 
and volunteers from 

continuing to manage the 
site. In the subsequent years 

until the area has slowly 

become scrub and pioneer 
woodland. 

In autumn 2019 the land was officially back under Council 
ownership and we set about the mammoth task of reverting 

the area back to meadow.   
This has meant lots of cutting, stump treating and brash 

burning as birch and willow in particular had quickly become 

established. Despite very limited Council resources and the 
Covid 19 pandemic our wonderful volunteers have managed 

to clear about 60 percent of the scrub and our Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust colleagues have even managed to mow a part 

of it. In the near future we hope to be able to reintroduce 

grazing stock and manage it as the wildflower meadow it was 
originally created to be. Our thoughts are now very much set 

on seeing the hunting Barn Owl and the butterflies return. 

Spofforth in Bloom announced – 

Hilary Chilton, the founder member of the group and 
supporter of Yorkshire in Bloom, passed away due to 
Covid 19, this January.   
Hilary started the group in 1984, 
with help from another volunteer 
and had been a very active and 
influential member of the 
community. Although in later years, 
what Hilary couldn’t do physically 
she along with supportive husband 
John sure made up for in 
enthusiasm and experience.  Hilary 
relished in the success the Spofforth in Bloom group 
had achieved and the community will always be 
grateful for her initial spark. A tree and new flower bed 
are to be created to commemorate ‘Our Hils’. 

 

News from around the Region 
 Keighley in Bloom – Town Hall Square 

Article supplied by Steve Thorpe, (KiB) 
We had a visit from Sir Captain Tom Moore in August 
last year.  He came back to his home Town to unveil a 
plaque that the Town council put in place in recognition 
of his outstanding fundraising for the NHS, his lifetime 
of service to our Country and as a mark of the high 
esteem in which he is held by his fellow citizens.  
He also unveiled a plaque in memory of DR Ian 

Dewhirst MBE, 
BA(Hons), MR Keighley, 
a renowned local 
historian and retired 
reference librarian, 
whose immense 
knowledge – shared 
generously, 
enthusiastically and with great humour- touched the 
life of so many.  

Sir Captain Tom Moore 
and his family 
commented on how 
beautiful and colourful  
they  thought  the  
Town Hall looked. 
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Lubbe 
 
Fraser Skells 
Area Sales Manager for Lubbe 
 
 
‘We are planning to deliver our usual “In 
the Green” bulbs, but obviously due to 
the current lockdown, our suppliers are 
anticipating problems lifting the bulbs 
during lockdown, but with the start of the 
Immunisation programme, we are hoping 
to deliver orders during February/March.  
As in the past, these are manly 
Snowdrops, Bluebells and Wild Garlic, 

with 
limited 
numbers 
of Winter 
aconites. 
You might 
like to 
consider 

pot grown Hardy Cyclamen in 9cm pots, 
or maybe some 
wildflower plugs 
in multiples of 
100 to 
accompany 
them.  
  
  

We still have a few 
long handled bulb 
planting tools left 
that you can have 
delivered with 
your bulbs. They 
are especially 
useful for planting 
“In the green” as 
well as dry bulbs 
in grass and un-
cultivated ground. 
These tools cost 
£40 ex VAT, and 
can be delivered 

at the same time 
as your bulbs. They really will make short 
work of the planting.  

 Our “Supply & Plant” service is growing steadily now, 
having rolled this service option out to the whole country. 
Designed for larger schemes, where you have limited skilled 
labour available to complete a project, our dedicated team 
are able to plant your bulbs for you. We arrive with the 

freshly lifted bulbs, plant 
according to your 
instructions, and leave. Job 
Done! Priced on a cost per 
M2 at your required density, 
please ask for costings if 
you are interested.  
  
And finally, obviously our 

usual, preferred method of face 
to face meeting is not going to 
be so easy this year, so our 
main means of contacts is by 
phone, but also if you prefer, I 
can also set up a “teams” 
meeting. While I’m not a big fan 
of group meetings, as a one to 
one, it’s always nice to see the 
face you are speaking to, so just 
let me know if you prefer that 
option, along with a suitable time  
and date. ‘ 
 
 

 
Fraser Skells 
Lubbe & Sons (Bulbs) Ltd. 
c/o Duncan & Toplis 
Enterprise Way 
Spalding 
PE11 3YR 

 
Mobile: 07802 385520 
Fax: 01775 680344 
Email: f.skells@lubbelisse.nl 
Website: www.lubbelisse.nl  

Notes from our sponsors  
 



 
 

 

 

 

Keep calm and 
keep Planting 
 

Patience Atkinson-
Gregory, MD of 

Amberol looks back on the big 

challenges and little victories of 
2020. 

 

The last 10 months have had more 

than their fair share of challenges 

for everyone. But times of hardship 

and difficulty can also bring out the 

best in people. Community has 

always been at the very heart of 

Britain in Bloom, and although 

many of our communities have 

been physically distanced, the spirit 

that makes In Bloom so special 

remains.  
 

This means that many of you have 

found ways to keep calm and keep 

planting throughout the pandemic – 

all within government guidelines of 

course. And at Amberol, we have 

felt happy and privileged to be in a 

position to help. So, apart from a 

brief closure when the first national 

lockdown was announced which 

allowed us to ensure our premises 

were Covid secure and fully 

compliant with healthy and safety 

standards, it has been business as 

usual.   

And the demand for planters, litters 

bins and benches is still there, 

proving that In Bloomers are a 

dedicated bunch, not to be deterred 

in their mission of making their 

environments better places to live, 

work and visit.  

In fact, despite the significant 

challenges, looking back over the 

year, there have also been 

numerous high points to celebrate. 

 
 

Britain in Bloom Buzz –  

Our special Facebook group continues to grow, 

offering a dedicated 

space for like-minded 

In Bloomers to share 

amazing photos, 

helpful tips and the 

latest news. With the restrictions placed on us all by 

Covid-19, the group is a great place to 

communicate, catch up or be inspired. If you’re not 

a member yet, do come and join us!  

Inspiring plant ups for 2021 - 2019 was an 

exciting year for us, having commemorated 50 

years in business. So, once the celebrations were 

over, we wanted to produce something that would 

be helpful to our customers who have been so 

supportive of the company over the years.  
 

We decided to mark the occasion by releasing our 

free Inspired Plant Ups guide. Published in the 

summer, the guide is downloadable from our 

website. It is comprised of photos and descriptions 

of some of our customers’ most successful plant 

ups, illustrated with beautiful photos. The guide is 

perfect for inspiring your 2021 planning and 

planting.  
 

The Inspired Plant-Ups booklet can be downloaded 

for free by going to 

www.amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups.  

Looking towards 2021-  

we may not have seen our 

customers and friends as 

often as we would have 

liked to during 2020, but we 

continue to be here to support the Regional in 

Blooms and their members in any way we can, 

through sponsorship, advice and personalised 

customer service.  
 

The next few months may be challenging, but as we 

head into 2021, there is cause for optimism.  

And I have no doubt that the community In 

Bloom groups will emerge stronger and  

more determined than ever. Thank you for  

your support and custom during this difficult year.   

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmberolBritaininBloomBuzz
https://amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups
http://www.amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups


 
 

 

 

 

  

Without the  
Efforts of  

volunteers, the  
cemetery could not  

operate as a wildlife and  
visitor haven as well as a working 

business. Volunteers contribute in many 
ways, helping to maintain and develop 
the wild and beautiful 24-acre site, rich 

in local history and ecology. 
 

2020 started off with the Residents’ 

Festival on Sunday 26 January; about a 
hundred visitors took walks, catacomb 
tours, grave searches and refreshments, 
a good day thanks to the eighteen 
volunteers who made it happen. The Lord 
Mayor, Councilor Janet Looker came 
along to help in planting elm trees on 
Saturday 1 February, possibly the first 
elms planted in over 60 years. Plans were 
in place for 2020, events were organised 
and Task Days setup.  Then Lockdown; 
the cemetery had to close; the gates were 
locked, it was the start of a turbulent year 
that turned our worlds upside down. 

 

When we heard the cemetery would be 
open at weekends for visitors, the first 
thing was to read and understand the 
legislation, then draft risk assessments to 
keep people safe.  Gardening started in 
the evenings before moving on to 
Saturday mornings with social distancing 
and an attendance of up to eighteen 
volunteers at each session.  A vast 

amount of 
work was 
done, 
mainly 
cutting 
back, the 
brambles 
having had 
a free reign 

with no volunteers on site, but daffodil 
bulbs were planted under the small leaf 
limes. Several Friends who had not done 
volunteer gardening previously came 
along; it is great to have new people on-
board.  As we worked, visitors came up 
to say “thank you” for the good job 
volunteers are doing. 
 

 

 

 
Besides being a cemetery, a place of recorded 

history, an ecosite and simply a nice place to visit, 
behind the scenes scholars quietly use York 
Cemetery for their research. Masters-level students 

from York St John University who are studying 
Spirituality and Public Life came to research 

inscriptions on 
headstones. They 
were particularly 

interested in the 
changing nature of 

inscriptions over time 
and what light this 
could shed on shifting 

attitudes towards 
death.  

Dr Mark Dawson discussing inscriptions on headstones with York St John 
MA students in York Cemetery. Photo: Clive Dawson 
 

Whatever turn the COVID-19 pandemic leads us, 
one thing is for sure, nature will continue to go 

about its business in 2021.  Snowdrops will show 
the replenishing of the earth and the start of the 

seasons.  Daffodils will lay a carpet of yellow 
throughout the cemetery, bending their heads to the 
wind and rain.  A profusion of bluebells will entice 

flying insects into their lair of pollen.  Purple 
crocuses on the front lawn will open to the Spring 

sunshine giving a spectacular impact of beauty and 
wonderment.  Plants will blossom in all their 
splendour for visitors and for those who rest in 

peace in York Cemetery.  

 
New Pond site being Prepared. 
 

Covid will be with us for some time - even with a 

vaccine - so it is best to plan with  
safeguards in place. Hopefully, Weekend  
Wardens will return to look after the  

cemetery soon, but, who knows  
 

 
Article supplied by Clive Dawson  

Chairman FO York Cemetery 

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Roots of Remembrance 
The RHS are encouraging groups right 
across the UK to plant a tree or trees in 
memory of all those lost during the 
pandemic.  
 

This winter, the RHS is inviting 
community groups, schools, businesses 
and local authorities to plant trees in 
memory of those who have lost their 
lives during the pandemic. 

 

What began as a tribute to the late Bill 
Blackledge, passionate horticulturist and 
former Chair of North West in Bloom 
(NWiB), has blossomed into a UK-wide 
effort to mark this difficult period. Many 
groups planted trees and even orchards 
in Bill’s honour, spurring on the idea for 
a national tree planting campaign.  

Anyone who would like to remember a 
loved one who passed away during the 
pandemic is invited to join in and plant a 
tree (or trees) in tribute, which will be 
added to a new RHS Roots of 
Remembrance tree map. 

A fitting tribute to fellow gardeners, a 
tree also allows a physical place to visit, 
reflect and celebrate a loved ones for 
generations to come, while benefiting 
nature. 

Many people have not been able to say a  
proper goodbye to loved ones, and so 
memorial trees can provide a physical place to 
remember, reflect and celebrate someone special for 
generations to come. 
 
How to get involved  

Trees can be any size, shape or variety in order to suit 
everyone's budgets and capabilities. When trees are 
planted, we ask that you complete the survey to let 
the RHS know where the tree is or will be. 

The information will be used to populate a map of the 
UK, displaying all the trees that have been planted. 
The map will represent all the contributions made to 
the natural world in the memory of those lost during 
the pandemic. 

The RHS communities’ team would also love to hear a bit 
more about your tree and who it is planted for. You might 
like to use this downloadable plaque to write your loved 

ones’ name on, and share a picture of your tree planting on 
social media, using the hashtag #rootsofremembrance, 
or you could email your photo and a short description of 
your tree and who it remembers to  
communities@rhs.org.uk 
 

Find out more here: rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-
gardening/remembrance 
 
YORKSHIRE IN BLOOM is proud to support this campaign 
and please do let us know too so that 
we can share your photos on our Facebook  
page with everyone in the Yorkshire Region 

 

 
Website: 

 

Contact: 

 

Email address: 

www.yorkshireinbloom.co.uk 01422 885222 admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk 
 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-gardening/remembrance
https://campaignforschoolgardening.cmail20.com/t/d-i-cdjllhl-l-y/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-gardening/documents/resources/RHS_roots-of-remembrance-A4-template-NO-CROP_2.pdf
mailto:communities@rhs.org.uk
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-gardening/remembrance
https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/community-gardening/remembrance

