
Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

Abbeydale Residential Home    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Wow! Even though it was a damp, dark afternoon the minute we arrived at Abbeydale 
we were met with a riot of colour and an exceptionally warm welcome from both the 
gardeners and the owner Robert. Over 6000 bedding plants all in exceptional 
condition brightened every inch of the extensive grounds of this Care home in Ilkley-a 
true delight to judge!  

Areas of Achievement 

The design utilised every part of the grounds with colour around every corner. The 
planters, paving, walls were all of high standard as was the grass maintenance. 
Despite the poor year for bedding plants theirs were thriving, even the sweet peas 
were flowering. Lovely little areas for sitting, strolling along pathways and enjoying the 
smells.   

Good participation too in Ilkley in Bloom events  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

An outstanding entry -needs no 'helpful' advice! 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

All Saints Church, Barwick   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The church grounds are maintained by an enthusiastic group of villages who have 
made improvements year on year to the church yard. They have improved the quality 
of grass maintenance and added sustainable planting around the church building. 
Walls and paths have been improved linking the old section to the new extension. 
The new gates at the entrance add further quality to the entry. 

Areas of Achievement 

Quality of the grass cutting throughout the church grounds. The floral sustainable 
planting features around the historic church building.  Recycling facilities positioned 
around the church grounds including raising money from the sale of scrap metal  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Some future foot path repairs.  Topping up of some of the grave spaces which have 
started to sink this will improve visitor safety.  Improved grave stone and memorial 
management 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

Audley Court Estates Limited   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

This retirement village is an unusual site with a mansion, divided into apartments and 
surrounded by residential properties. The number of properties, each with an owner 
with his or her own wants, likes and dislikes makes the job of caring for the site 
challenging. It was a pleasure to be escorted around the site by staff showing not only 
such a high level of horticultural knowledge but tremendous enthusiasm for developing 
the site to the highest possible standard.  

Areas of Achievement 

The site was cared for to the highest standard, paving was impressively weed free, 
and beds beautifully edged. It was pleasing to hear that wildlife is valued and cared 
for; hedges were uncut where birds were nesting. Staff showed an impressive 
knowledge and understanding of wildlife around the site. The pond to the rear of the 
Hall, with Great Crested Newts in residence is obviously a valuable wildlife habitat. 
The amount of care taken in providing just what each resident wants was impressive. 
The beds at the front of the Hall were full of colour and the fuchsia containers made an 
impact. The hard landscaping around the fountain was creative and the fountain 
statue made and donated by a past resident made an attractive focal point. There are 
lots of future plans in place to make things even more colourful for the people living 
there. Orchards and edible crops provide interest and a relaxing place to stroll or sit. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The grass is unfortunately not in good condition. Time and resources put into 
upgrading the grass land will benefit the site greatly.  The range of planting is good 
and expanding, if possible work to increase the variety of planting even more. 
develop the area of the pond with waterside planting and consider seating in that area 
so that residents can enjoy the birds and insects at leisure.  Continue to develop the 
idea of a Memorial rose garden in the front garden. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 
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Barnsley Hospice   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

What a tranquil setting Barnsley Hospice was. despite the bad weather the volunteers 
who carry out the horticultural work on a Tuesday have done a wonderful job.  Good 
colourful entrance and peaceful corners all carefully thought out.  Loved the new water 
garden and areas previously unmanaged like the heliport which has become a garden 
and seating area. Lawns have been removed only to be replaced by suitable rockeries 
and borders. Takes some looking after so volunteers should be proud of their 
achievements. A very good entry. 

Areas of Achievement 

Colourful hanging baskets and planting at entrance to hospice.  Good uses of all spare 
areas around hospice to plant and add features.  Good mixtures of shrubs and 
herbaceous plants, Enjoyed helipad area.  Main water feature by entrance and smaller 
water features around grounds.  Well thought out gardens  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Remove some evasive weeds starting to develop around gardens.  Develop herb 
corner as discussed and possibly add some hanging baskets to interior garden. 
Remove dead shrubs and replace as necessary.  Continue with the good work of the 
volunteers and try to expand if possible with more volunteer and possibly two days a 
week instead of just Tuesdays.  



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

Barwick Methodist Chapel    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Playing somewhat second fiddle to the magnificent All Saints Church as a key focal 
point in the village, the Barwick Methodist Church is still a beautiful example of its 
type. Due to the sterling efforts of the small but dedicated team who maintain it, it was 
a real pleasure to view, and rightfully takes its place as one of the main attractions of 
the village. 

Areas of Achievement 

Particularly eye-catching was the fabulous display of pink and white begonias at the 
entrance. These planted areas were also extremely well maintained.  There were 
some nice examples of topiary along the front of the church, again all done to a very 
high standard, being both neat and tidy. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Repainting and/or treating the bench outside the entrance would further improve the 
impact upon approaching the church.  If possible an additional sweep around the car 
park would help improve what was already a very tidy area.  Ideally, if funding could 
be identified to resurface the tarmac inside the boundary, then the hard surrounds 
would perfectly compliment the outstanding horticultural work being done here. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 
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Calderdale Royal Hospital, Halifax   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

A relatively new General Hospital comprising outdoor green space, car parks, and four 
internal court yards, all of which are maintained to a high standard by three directly 
employed gardeners. 

Areas of Achievement 

A high standard of maintenance and the therapeutic design of the internal courtyards.  
There was a good variety of sustainable planting throughout.  All areas were clean, 
tidy and litter free.  The development of the special gardens is an excellent aspect of 
the development of the grounds. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It was clear that the current management were endeavouring to introduce more 
colours into the planted areas which are to be commended and hopefully continued. 
Continue the excellent work on environmental issues. 
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Captain Cook Memorial Museum Garden   Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Museum courtyard garden is in a quiet location overlooking part of Whitby 
harbour and forms part of the entrance to the Museum. Elaine Hoyle who is currently 
the only volunteer in the gardens should be congratulated for her enthusiasm. 

Areas of Achievement 

In close proximity to the harbour it is a challenging space to develop but the area has 
some colour.  The judges particularly liked the theme of using plants that Cook would 
have seen on his voyages and the Australasian pots with the pelargonium made an 
interesting feature. 
 
It was good to hear that organic matter had been incorporated into the flower border 
and that water retaining gel had been mixed with the growing medium in the plant pots 
to conserve water. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It was a shame that there is currently only one volunteer so perhaps it would be 
beneficial to forge greater links with the Whitby community to provide assistance in the 
development and maintenance of borders and planters.  
 
Although the labelling of the plants was accurate, it would probably be more beneficial 
to use larger labels to make it easier for the visually impaired. 
 
The Beech hedge could possibly benefit from being reduced to allow more light into 
the perennial border and prevent the plants from searching for the sun.. 
 
The Euonymus Japonicas was suffering from severe mildew; therefore it may be worth 
considering replacing the whole shrub with more suitable specie. 
 
Finally, it may be worth putting a small sign up to say what the plants are or where you 
can obtain more information on species if required. 
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Donisthorpe Hall, Leeds    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The grounds at Donisthorpe Hall are beautifully maintained and are sensitively 
managed, with a great deal of thought being given to the type of planting the 
residents, their families and the staff will enjoy, creating distinct intimate areas and 
encouraging wildlife. 

Areas of Achievement 

The grounds are managed organically, which is to be commended.  The mosaics, one 
depicting a heron and another a butterfly, are interesting features.  The grass is well 
managed - despite the difficult season, well done!  The pond area is lovely and all 
created using recycled materials.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to develop the pond area and create more intimate areas for the residents to 
enjoy. 
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Grimston Court Residential Care Home   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Grimston Court Care Home is located on the Hull Road out of York and provides 
residential care for 47 residents. It is an impressive country house which is a listed 
building formerly owned by Sir John Hunt of Ebor Breweries. The gardens extend to 8 
acres including 3 acres of woodland and we were shown around by John who looks 
after this. 

Areas of Achievement 

The size of the garden and woodland mean this is a considerable task. John manages 
the woodland areas in the winter months opening these up and removing unwanted 
scrub etc. There was good hard landscaping on the terrace at the front of the house 
and all grassed areas were well maintained and John made the point that he did not 
trim hedges until later in the season so as not to disturb nesting birds. The former rose 
garden had been cleared due to its high water table and replaced by a pond with 
permanent planting around this. There were many mature trees which were being 
felled as they reached the end of their lives and the wood chip resulting from these 
was being used to mulch the borders. There was bedding as well as mature 
herbaceous planting in the borders and there was on site composting. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would be useful, as with the other care home, if community involvement by (say) 
relatives of the residents were able to help in the maintenance of the grounds. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 
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High Green Methodist Church    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The garden surrounding the church is a pleasure to see with a large variety of plants, 
high maintenance and devoted couple to look after it. 

Areas of Achievement 

The range of plants grown and the thought gone into the design of the site are shown 
to their best with an immaculate lawn, the result of many hours of work 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To consider the use of more permanent planting at the front entrance  
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Holden Hall   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Holden Hall was once used as the council offices for the area, but is now mainly used 
as a community hall used by play groups and for community events. The front of the 
hall stands slightly back from the road side with quite a slope between the road and he 
hall. The slope has been cleverly disguised by a large wooden planter which is planted 
with low growing perennials and conifers. The front wall is adorned by hanging 
baskets, and planted half barrels, as well as barrier planters on a short stretch of 
railings near the front door.  To the rear are a small paved area with a sand pit and a 
grassed area for the children to play on during spells of dry weather. 
 

Areas of Achievement 

The hall seems to have plenty of support from the local community who hold regular 
fund raising events such as plant sales and Christmas wreaths made by local people. 
As mentioned above the front of the hall has been enhanced by colourful planting of 
all types and for all seasons which I am sure cheers up the visitors using the building. 
The paved and grassed area to the rear gives the children room to run about and 
enjoy themselves 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

 
It may be possible to install raised beds at the rear of the hall where simple salad 
crops can be grown with the aid of the children who could use the fresh salads at 
home or at the hall during the day.  To give hall users an added interest from inside, a 
small bird table or feeding platform could possibly be placed outside the windows at 
the rear for bird observation.  A small sensory or pick and pass herb area could be 
formed near the front of the hall so that visitors can enjoy the fragrances of the herbs 
when passing.  Keep on encouraging volunteers and supporters to support the hall 
and may be apply for grants for group activities. 
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Holmewood Residential and Day Care    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Holmwood Residential & Day Care Centre is housed in a modern light and airy 
building with its own extensive gardens and grassed areas. Twenty Thousand Pounds 
was raised by Eileen Jessop to build and equip the main garden to be easily 
accessible for all the service users.  

Areas of Achievement 

A tranquil garden to the left of the main garden area is planted with perennials, while 
the main garden contains a good mixture of raised beds and plants in pots. There is a 
water feature which has recently re furbished to add an extra sound dimension to the 
area. A mixture of fruit trees are planted in the grassed area which will provide fruit for 
all in years to come. The garden is superbly paved and has other colourful features 
which draw the eye and make you want to explore the garden. There are a good 
selection of seats and a gazebo to shelter from the sun or rain.  Children from a local 
school lend a hand in the garden and mix with the service users on a regular basis 
which benefits everyone. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

As well as summer flowering plants a selection of winter flowering shrubs and 
heathers could be added. Jasminium Nudiflorum will give yellow flowers from 
November to March if supported up a wall. There are many winter flowering heathers 
available which will flower for long periods during the Autumn and Winter. Winter and 
Spring flowering bedding plants and bulbs may be dotted around when they come into 
flower 
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Holy Trinity Church, Skipton     Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

We enjoyed meeting Graham Huntrods at the church, and seeing the welcoming and 
colourful border in front of the Church.  The grass maze was a good idea, encouraging 
children to use the grass. 

Areas of Achievement 

An impressive and well kept range of plants in the front border.  The Yorkshire Rose is 
a lovely idea, blighted by the weather.  The commitment of a wide range of 
organisations to the implementation and management of the grounds. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The inclement weather has not helped this year.  Keep up the good work and hope for 
a better season next year. 
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Horticap   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Horticap is a very special place with a family atmosphere. The students who work here 
are both supported and challenged. The pleasure the students get from working here 
is shown by the considerable distances some travel regularly to work on the site. The 
social activities organised by the site are impressive.  It was impressive too to hear of 
the dedicated volunteers who work there and of the many links with the local 
community and with other groups with similar interests. 

Areas of Achievement 

The range of opportunities offered to students is impressive, on the day of the visit 
some of them were setting up a garden display at the Great Yorkshire Show! 
The range of plants grown was substantial and students had a chance to become 
adept at many horticultural skills.  The quality of the plants was good.  Commitment to 
recycling took many forms. Some of the paths around site were made from recycled 
road shavings. The various art installations amongst the wildlife areas added interest 
to the planting.  There were clear, informative information boards in the wildlife areas. 
Provision of play items for younger children in a fairytale setting was a good idea. 
There are a wide range of habitats supporting a rich wildlife community. Saving energy 
by heating the greenhouse with a wood burning stove was a good idea. Having wildlife 
walks will certainly help people to enjoy the site. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The idea of giving the display beds their own colour schemes was a good one perhaps 
that could be developed further.  Areas of seating are being considered and more 
seats would be valuable for those with health needs or indeed for those wanting to sit 
and soak in their surroundings.  Since many of the plants grown in the display beds 
are for sale in the nursery, perhaps labelling them would be a good way of showing 
potential customers what they develop into.  Perhaps produce a leaflet about the 
wildlife on site could be sold to visitors for a small profit. 
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Knaresborough House    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Our judging commenced with a warm welcome by the Knaresborough in Bloom 
committee members and Kate Dawson of Harrogate Borough Council. They gave us a 
brief presentation on the garden and house background. It was soon understood that 
this park was well used by the local people of Knaresborough. 

Areas of Achievement 

A high standard of grounds maintenance with a special mention of the summer 
bedding displays. With the display beds being situated mainly on a grass banking 
elevated from the roadside it was a fine display of summer bedding for everyone to 
see. A special mention should be given for the Union Jack carpet bed display. 
Maintenance of the site is very good indeed. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The mature clipped Yew trees showed signs of brown foliage at the base, this could 
be salt damage. Develop Information Board, History of the House etc., and future 
events. 
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Knaresborough Railway Station     Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were given a warm welcome by a member of the Knaresborough in Bloom 
committee and a colleague from the Harrogate Leisure Department. It was soon made 
clear that Northern Rail gave as much help as they could to make this railway 
destination worth visiting. 

Areas of Achievement 

Hanging baskets, window boxes and station trolleys had an abundance of colour and 
plant interest. Resident Doris Hayton played an important part in providing and 
maintaining a section of the station platform with sustainable planting.  The cleaning of 
the subway and re painting made the area very bright and clean, this was mainly a 
credit to Northern Rail. Reproduction of original station posters along the walls of the 
platforms brought interest and colour to this difficult site. Again congratulations to the 
Knaresborough in Bloom team for the cleaning up of the station platform walls and re 
painting. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It was very disappointing to see the extent of weeds along the railway lines. May be 
next year more help may be given by Northern Rail. 
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Newlands Methodist Chapel, Morley    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Methodist Church grounds are a credit to the congregation and helpers who have 
turned this piece of land into a haven for visitors. Neatly tucked away to the rear of the 
church with surrounding housing the site has been developed into a very well 
designed landscape that looks pleasing to the eye but also provides a very practical 
outdoor space. 

Areas of Achievement 

The wide range of plant material, the quality of maintenance and the manicured lawns 
to this garden are of an exceptionally high standard. There is a careful balance of hard 
surface areas required for the church's outdoor use and the lawned and shrub planted 
areas.  The garden also boasts a border of strawberries which was bursting with 
maturing fruit. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider a natural screen planting to the 'messy' area where waste materials are kept. 
Promote and evidence more recycling on site where practical. 
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Nightingale Hall Residential Care Home   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Nightingale Hall is a first time entry into Yorkshire in Bloom. The Care Home is 
situated in the thriving market town of Richmond. The building is Grade II listed and 
was previously used as the Officers Mess for the Green Howard’s Regiment. The 
Home has pleasant gardens and a court yard with seating area for the residents. 

Areas of Achievement 

Hanging baskets full of summer colour with an irrigation system installed to save on 
water and maintenance.  Well established flower beds with very well cared for lawns. 
The water feature in the courtyard is an attractive focal point.  A very good first time 
entry in Yorkshire in Bloom. Well done! 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The flower tubs in the courtyard would look better stained and the metal bands painted 
black.  A notice in the Home requesting volunteer help in the garden, perhaps from 
resident’s relatives, would ease the work.  It would be nice to see a poster advertising 
Yorkshire in Bloom and 'Judging Day' next time. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

NYCC Stepping Stones II Project   Gold Rose Award     Category Winner 

Introduction 

The judges have been very impressed, not only by the horticultural practice, but the 
impact of the design and the commitment of all concerned. The impressive 
commitment to the widening of experiences and horizons of the individuals and groups 
who work with or visit the site is highly commendable. 

Areas of Achievement 

The new decking; the quiet areas; and wildlife area around the pond; the front garden; 
production of hanging baskets and planters; the choice, combination and health of the 
plants.  The involvement both in and with the community; including the voluntary 
contribution and business development. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is hard to think of anything that could be improved - good luck for the future! 
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Overgate Hospice   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Overgate Hospice grounds surprise the visitor as it has a small front garden area 
which is presently being developed and a large well maintained rear garden with 
splendid views over the valley 

Areas of Achievement 

There is no doubt that the hospice has outstanding community help and support and 
that the staff are enthusiastically committed to providing the best possible service 
which is reflected in the quality of the grounds and gardens 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The work on the front garden area will enhance the visitors approach to the hospice 
and the user’s experience of the area 
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Riverhead Hall Residential Care Home    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

It is clear big improvements have been made to these gardens from a previous visit. 
All areas have been given attention producing a pleasing area for the residents and 
staff. 

Areas of Achievement 

Pleasing floral and sustainable planting alongside good environmental aspects; 
recycling, wildlife areas, tree management and tidy paths and patios. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is commendable to hear of the plans to add safety fencing and ramps to allow the 
elderly residents to stroll around the gardens and enjoy the outdoors.  
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Rosevale Residential Care Home   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Rosevale Care Home is located in the Saxon village of Wigginton.  The Home stands 
in its own grounds with a secluded garden to the rear which is enjoyed by the 
residents.  The garden comprises lawns; flower beds and a water feature, all cared for 
by the gardener who works 6 hours a week, plus many voluntary hours.  Well done to 
all; a very good entry. 

Areas of Achievement 

Hanging baskets and troughs surround the building supported by an irrigation system, 
saving on maintenance, time and water.  The raised beds, so that residents can spend 
time maintaining the garden.  The standard of cultivation was high and the design and 
layout was within keeping of the Care Home.  Nice to see the residents enjoying the 
outside area when weather conditions allow. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

More hostas required in the hosta beds. Try splitting them up next year.  The gardener 
would perhaps appreciate some help; try advertising for a volunteer from the 
residents' relatives.  It would be nice to see a poster advertising Yorkshire in Bloom 
and 'Judging Day' 
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St Catherines Residential Care Home   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

St Catherines Residential Care home is situated on the outskirts of York at Shipton by 
Benningborough and has around 55 residents and provides residential, dementia and 
respite care. It is surrounded on all sides by lawned gardens with borders and areas 
where residents may sit and enjoy the garden and fresh air. 

Areas of Achievement 

We were shown around the garden by Brian who tends these. Recycling areas, bins 
etc. were all well screened and climbing plants trained up the screening to soften the 
impact of this. There are some 40 hanging baskets plus tubs all planted by Brian and 
these were excellent throughout. A number of planters were raised to wheelchair level 
in order that residents could enjoy these more easily. All borders were totally weed 
free and all plants in excellent condition, all dead headed as were the baskets and 
planters. The new sensory garden developed by Brian this year was outstanding with 
bird feeders, vegetable planters and the scarecrow with wellies and ducks reflected 
the summer weather to date!! All hard landscaping was clean and in good condition 
and the red gravel path with plastic mesh reinforcement was a nice touch being 
different to concrete or paving. Recycling of compost and leaf mould was evident. The 
garden is excellent throughout and is very sensitive to the needs of the residents - 
Brian is to be congratulated on a job very well done. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

A possible greater involvement of the community or relations of the residents on a 
voluntary basis would be valuable - a news letter or similar could be used. 
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St Gemma's Hospice    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The gardens at St Gemma's are delightful. From the small intimate courtyard areas to 
the large walled garden with its beautiful borders and rill, it is easy to forget you are in 
the middle of a busy city. The calm and tranquil atmosphere is delightful and a credit 
to the Head Gardener Denis Hainsworth and his team. 

Areas of Achievement 

The mixed planting in the rill borders is lovely. The relaxed feel of the garden must be 
in some part due to allowing the plants to seed and spread through the borders, which 
has created some beautiful and unexpected planting combinations.  The garden is 
also a haven for wildlife. Glad to see vegetables growing too and compost bins being 
used.  Congratulations on the fundraising achieved at the Open Garden event. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider growing more vegetables - they could be grown in some of the borders, 
amongst the flowers as well as in dedicated vegetable beds.  Water butts would be a 
useful addition.  
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St John's Church, Deepcar     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Areas of Achievement 

The whole site is maintained to a very high standard, with the horticultural 
maintenance being outstanding. The new willow arch and wildflower display have 
been very successful and added to the interest on the site. The log garden made use 
of waste logs and enabled a difficult dry and shaded area to be planted. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Whilst the wildflower bed has been very successful this year it will be necessary to 
consider a maintenance plan for the future. Continue to encourage the children’s 
group to maintain the vegetable planters. 
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St Patrick’s RC Church Sowerby Bridge    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

St.Patrick's R.C. Church is set in a large walled area which encompasses the 
presbytery, the church and a meeting hall. This area is beautifully set out, with a 
circular lawn and a centre piece garden, which is superbly planted and managed. In 
front of the presbytery and meeting hall is a large, well maintained rose bed and the 
backdrop to all this is a hill planted with trees.  

Areas of Achievement 

The large circular bed in the middle of the area consists of a beautiful lawn with a 
tiered, planted area in the background. The plants are a complimentary mixture of 
annuals, perennials and evergreen shrubs. This area was well thought out and 
beautifully maintained. The whole area around the church presented an aspect of 
beauty and tranquillity. Well done!  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Environmental issues could possibly be more positive. Perhaps the introduction of bat 
boxes and nesting boxes in some of the surrounding large trees would encourage 
more wild life into the area. Otherwise, a very pleasing area. 
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Sturdy Court   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Colourful, peaceful and a delightful area within a three sided modern sheltered 
housing complex, flanked on two sides with grass areas allowed to grow to reveal 
many low growing wild flowers. The borders within the complex gave immediate 
impact on our approach – mainly of a perennial and shrub nature with seasonal infill of 
bedding plants 

Areas of Achievement 

Planted and cared for to give much colour and pleasure over as long a season as 
possible. Planted with mini wheelbarrows of violas were outstanding. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Seasonal colour could be extended adding Sweet Williams, Penstemon and 
Astrantias. For summer annuals try Begoina Semperfloreus, bedding Dahlias and 
Cosmos. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

SWAN COURT     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

On a dull, wet day Swan Court was an oasis of brightness and the welcome was 
warm. The pride that residents take in their garden was obviously, and rightly so! All 
those involved in garden work at Swan Court should be proud of an impressive 
achievement. The flowers and vegetable laden balconies really complimented the 
garden area. 

Areas of Achievement 

The impact of the massed planting of roses was tremendous and it was pleasing to 
see just how healthy and well kept those roses were.  The installation of a watering 
system was a good idea.  The hanging baskets were well planted and full of bloom 
and the use of flowery containers complimented them.  Within a fairly small space a 
number of different themes had been created.  A feeding station had been created for 
birds.  The use of curved paths, etc. gave the idea that the garden was much larger 
than it actually was.  There was a good range of sustainable planting set off by areas 
of bright bedding. The use of conifers and other evergreens, which hid parts of the 
garden added interest and made the space, seem bigger.  All the planting was very 
healthy indeed.  Evergreens had been clipped in a soft and sensitive shape which 
created a feeling of gentle peacefulness. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

This has been a hard season for grass in many ways but keep working on the lawned 
areas.  In the garage area is a blank wall which would look lovely with wall baskets. 
There is a water supply close by which would make this possible. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

THE OAKS DAY CENTRE    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Oakes Day Centre Oakworth Road Keighley is housed in a relatively modern 
building set back from the main road. The centre has plenty windows which allow the 
daylight in from all angles. The outside area at the rear of the building has been 
transformed into a gardening and relaxation area for the service users. There are 
many facilities specially designed for people with all kinds of needs. Some people 
need to work standing up while others may need wheelchair access or to work in pairs 
to help one another. The service users are assisted with their gardening project by 
staff members, which enable them to grow a variety of insect friendly and colourful 
plants and herbs. The area beyond the rear fence is being slowly planted with fruit 
trees and other perennials and there is a wild life corridor at the bottom of the slope. 

Areas of Achievement 

The service users are helped to achieve a great deal with the aid of a qualified 
horticultural advisor who attends on a regular basis to give talks demonstrations and 
take city and Guilds course in horticulture for those who wish to partake. Recent 
courses have been run to show people how to recognise garden insects and their life 
cycles.  There is also a woodworking department which have recently been making 
small insect hotels and bee houses which have been hung on the walls round the 
garden.  A stone birdbath has been carved from a huge piece of stone which was in 
the middle of the area. The stone was removed then carved and re build in the garden 
as a special feature. Many things are re cycled and composted and some surplus 
items are sometimes sold at very reasonable prices to the service users. The staff are 
very friendly and helpful; the centre could not operate as well without their enthusiasm  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Much work is being done to provide colourful plants for all to see. Winter and spring 
flowering plants such as Pansies, Bellis Daisies, Myosotis, polyanthus and primulars 
could be added to the growing list. Some of these plants could then be planted in 
flower pouches and hung from the walls and fence as they come into flower. Pots of 
seasonal bulbs could also be used. 



Category 6: Public and Private Charitable Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

Undercliffe Cemetery    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A large Victorian cemetery with many large and impressive monuments celebrating 
the lives of people who played a major part in the history of the area. This once run 
down site is now a wild life haven, as well as an important wildlife haven, and also an 
important 'archive' for the people of the area. It is once again available for burials. 
Many volunteers are involved in caring for the cemetery. 

Areas of Achievement 

Bringing the historic cemetery back into use, including repairs to some important 
memorials. The registrar and gardener are to be congratulated on developing links 
with local schools and developing open days and other public events. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider the development of interpretation boards, particularly relating to wildlife that 
the visitors may see. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

Farmers Arms, Holmfirth   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A unique and attractive public house with the tenants providing a splash of colour 
wherever possible. The pub has an inviting frontage to the street and a seated decking 
area to the rear which had a number of baskets and containers.  Very friendly hosts 
and clearly a very friendly atmosphere. 

Areas of Achievement 

Opportunity had been taken to maximise the space available. The pub frontage 
boasted hanging baskets and window troughs with seasonal colour and the rear 
outdoor space for customers included hanging baskets and containers with herbs and 
tomatoes for the chef's own use. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Judges recognise that space is at a premium so there are perhaps limited 
opportunities for development?  Consider how the car park area can be enhanced 
without penalising car parking space.  More attention to weed growth in the front of the 
pub and in the car park would have enhanced the award for this year. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

King's Head,  Nafferton     Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Guy and his family are to be congratulated for bringing this pub, at the heart of 
Nafferton Main Street, with its 'secret' garden back to life. We were impressed with the 
hard work and the results achieved since taking over the pub in the spring. Your 
enthusiasm and commitment to Nafferton in Bloom and the Yorkshire in Bloom 
competition was evident. As a first time entrant and a novice to the world on gardening 
Guy has really embraced the ethos of In Bloom and we look forward to seeing the 
results in coming years.  

Areas of Achievement 

Turning the enclosed 'secret' field into an inviting garden for your customers and 
family in your spare time! The development of the fresh herb and lettuce bed and the 
use of this fresh produce in your menus. The hanging baskets were both colourful and 
appropriately placed. You made these up yourself and you are to be commended on 
them. The water feature and pond area add an interesting dimension to the garden for 
all to appreciate. As a novice to gardening Guy is to be congratulated on his efforts 
and obvious enjoyment. A very attractive, well tended property and garden. An 
interesting and very good first time entrant to In Bloom. Well Done. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We know that you are already researching and planning for the coming year including 
the installation of water butts. Consideration of water conserving planters may lighten 
the watering load of any new pots/planters are installed. Telling the story of the 
development of the garden and the history of the pub through photographs and 
information available to residents, and visitors including Yorkshire in Bloom judges 
and tourists visiting the village, would add to your entry and publicise the garden so it 
can reach its potential. It is waiting to be used. As part of Nafferton in Bloom both the 
garden and pub could provide the opportunity for Nafferton in Bloom volunteers to 
come together as one. We know this is a large and active group who have outgrown 
their sitting rooms! Maybe some scented plants would be a useful edition 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

Quayside, Whitby     Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

This is one of many attractive fish restaurants on a busy street in a prime location 
overlooking the harbour. The owners are very proud of their achievements and this 
showed by them giving up their time to explain about their displays to the judges 

Areas of Achievement 

Very well-maintained premises with good standard of maintenance and sympathetic 
renovations to compliment the heritage of the building.  The judges were pleased to 
see that coir fibre hanging basket liners had been chosen to lessen the impact on the 
environment and that drip irrigation pipes had been installed to conserve water loss.  
The Quayside Restraint has helped to stimulate other nearby businesses into 
providing floral decorations. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Whilst the planting of baskets followed a topical red/white/blue colour theme more 
thought could be given to more permanent sustainable planting. 
 
 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Black Swan, Scarborough    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Black Swan continues to support the overall principles of Scarborough/Yorkshire 
In Bloom. The entry was colourful with a good range of planting.  

Areas of Achievement 

Good all around colour of planting with a good choice of plants. An inviting area for 
customers to sit and enjoy the peace and quiet in the heart of a busy town.  The use of 
hanging basket brackets and scaffold planks to provide different levels of planting was 
novel. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

More attention to detail is needed, especially prior to judging day as some aspects 
look tired and evidence of weeds. A review of the types of hanging baskets used to 
give a more fulfilled display, especially at the entrance. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Black Swan, Barwick    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

One of three public houses within the floral village of Barwick The premises are 
situated and front the main street within the village. The frontage is decorated with 
hanging baskets and planters and compliments the colourful displays within the wider 
village.  The premises support the villages in Bloom efforts 

Areas of Achievement 

The premises Support for village entry.  The premises have a limited frontage in which 
the colourful plant features are displayed 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The entry would benefit from additional floral features. The entry would benefit from 
advice and support from the village in bloom group who could advise of suitable 
containers and plant material which would complement the designs and colours of 
displays within the wider village area 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Gascoigne Arms, Barwick    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

One of three public houses within the floral village of Berwick hanging baskets situated 
on the front of the premises compliment the colourful displays within the wider village. 
The premises support the villages in Bloom efforts 

Areas of Achievement 

A good supporter for the village entry.  Colourful displays on the frontage 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The entry would benefit from additional floral features around the outside seating area 
and car park. The entry would benefit from advice and support from the village in 
bloom group who could advice of suitable containers and plant material 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Moorings, Sowerby Bridge    Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Moorings restaurant is independently owned, but is within the complex of the 
canal basin. The canal basin is owned and managed by the Waterways Trust. The 
situation is not ideal because the restaurant is only part of an existing warehouse 
building. However, the owners have made every effort to make the restaurant a 
pleasant and enjoyable eating experience.  

Areas of Achievement 

The restaurant itself was extremely well presented, with a beautiful display of tropical 
plants in the entrance. The ambience in the restaurant was welcoming and fitted well 
with the surrounding area. However, the outside eating area was less welcoming and 
required more attention. The evergreen planters were not very attractive and did not 
make a welcoming statement.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The judges would like to suggest that a new initiative be made with the outside 
planters. Try using brighter, more colourful plants which will attract attention and make 
the whole area more inviting. Try using bright bedding plants and use higher plants in 
the centre- such as fuchsias, with trailing plants round the edges to improve the 
structure and colour of the planters. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The New Inn, Barwick   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

This extremely old, but quite charming, building played host to the judges’ lunch so it 
was the ideal place from which to start the tour! Well maintained with quality floral 
baskets 

Areas of Achievement 

The majority of the hanging baskets along the front of the building were extremely 
attractive and consistent with the colour theme set throughout the village.  The pub 
plays a strong supporting role for the In Bloom group, as a welcoming and very 
comfortable base for the judging. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

If possible, improving the standard of some of the hanging baskets to raise the overall 
standard.  A tidying up of the side yard area would improve the visual appeal when 
approaching the pub. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Stocks Ecclesfield   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Stocks Arms is at the centre of the village on the edge of the square, the floral 
display, of a high standard, provides a welcome to the pub entrance. It also has a 
positive effect on the village. 

Areas of Achievement 

The plant selection and maintenance was of a good standard, making an effective and 
attractive display. Maintaining the plants in a good condition this year shows a 
dedication to maintaining the quality and standards at the front of the pub. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

As most of the available space is already planted, it is really a matter of continue with 
the good work and plan next years display. 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

The Three Horse Shoes    Gold Rose Award      Category Winner 

Introduction 

The Three Horseshoes is located just off the M62 between Leeds and Wakefield and 
has been run by Norma and Geoffrey Wilkinson for the last 21 years and must catch 
the eye of every passing motorist. 

Areas of Achievement 

It is Jubilee year and therefore the theme was red, white and blue with 53 baskets and 
20 hay racks. The begonias were excellent as were the petunias, the latter remarkably 
so in view of the wet summer too date. All plants are grown from plugs and planted up 
in a friend’s greenhouse prior to placing outside. Water is recycled and they are fed 3 
times a week (dare I record this!!) with Miracle Gro. Hard surrounds, car parks etc. 
were in good condition. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Norma and Geoffrey having been doing this for longer than they probably care to 
remember do not need further advice from the judges!! 

 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

University Arms, Sheffield    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The University Arms is a wonderful green oasis in the middle of a busy city and 
student environment. Whilst it is clear what the purpose and function of the building 
and grounds are for, the newly refurbished grounds are softened by the style and 
design of the garden, could be a venue for a gig or a quiet part of the rugged Peak 
District. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Thoughtful re-landscaping of the beer garden which reflects the local and prominent 
green spaces  
• Inclusion of biodiversity in the centre of a large city 
• Substantial volunteer student involvement to make the garden a success 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• Would be impressive to see the development of a regular maintenance programme 
delivered by the students 



Category 7A: Public Houses and Restaurants 

Judges Comments 

 

White Horse Public House   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The White Horse Public Inn is a wayside inn making an impressive impact on the 
approach road to Sowerby Bridge. The building is impressive, with seating areas at 
the front of a white painted building. Every windowsill throughout the Inn has a brightly 
planted window box, providing an attractive and pleasing welcome to visitors. Well 
maintained hanging baskets and planters add to the vibrant and colourful atmosphere.  

Areas of Achievement 

The window boxes were extremely well designed with a vast array of plants. The 
structure of the boxes was excellent and spare plants were always available from the 
garden at the back of the Inn - obviously a keen gardener, with a good knowledge, in 
charge! Well done. Very impressive planters near the door achieved a stunning and 
welcoming effect. The judges found this an extremely enjoyable visit. The standard of 
maintenance in the whole area was very good. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would have been interesting to step inside the Inn and to meet the landlord and his 
team. This would have given us more of an idea about the reception area and about 
the involvement of the local community. 



Category 7B: Guest Houses, Holiday Cottages and Small Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

Four Gables    Gold Rose Award     Category Winner 

Introduction 

The property was situated off the main road and down a private lane. We were met 
with dedicated and enthusiastic proprietors who were keen to show us round this 
superb garden.  The garden was a series of designs and contains numerous features 
and a wide selection of plant species which complimented the historic architecture of 
the building 

Areas of Achievement 

The wide range of plants used throughout the garden and the different themes and 
designs used to maximise the growing areas.  The entrant was willing to experiment 
with plant associations in order to improve the floral effect and quality of the displays. 
The structure planting and shelter hedging creating ideal growing conditions.  The 
garden is a worthy open garden and it was good to hear the numbers of visitors who 
had come along to enjoy the styles and designs 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Further develop the fern area.  Continue to add key plants to the boards around the 
main lawn area to give longer floral colour throughout the year.  Perhaps a more rigid 
and substantial fruit cage and some redesign would make this area more accessible 
and the protection would increase the quantities fruit.  



Category 7C: Large Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

Middlethorpe Hall & Spa    Gold Rose Award     Category Winner 

Introduction 

Middlethorpe Hall is a very impressive house and estate set in 20 acres of its own 
grounds. The walled garden is maintained to a very high standard and its produce of 
fruit and vegetables is used in the hotel kitchens.  The grounds include a small lake 
and beautiful specimen trees, in keeping with the history of the house.  Well done, a 
good entry for Yorkshire in Bloom 

Areas of Achievement 

High standards achieved throughout the garden.  Good choice of plants and 
interesting combinations in the bedding schemes.  The large lawned areas were well 
maintained.  Good evidence of recycling and environmental issues.  The good working 
relationship between gardening staff and volunteers.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to develop the vegetable garden to supply the kitchen.  Try cutting the 
hostas back to see if they will recover from slug and snail damage. Publicise Yorkshire 
in Bloom and 'judging day' in the hotel and gardens in future years. 



Category 7C: Large Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

Tankersley Manor    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were shown around this busy hotel by the maintenance manger Paul Ellis 
The gardens are not the easiest to maintain set on a steep hill side.  However the 
gardens had many interesting features and quite areas that were used for wedding 
photo's etc 

Areas of Achievement 

The Flag bed at reception was colourful and gave interest.  The lawns were well cared 
for. The many shrub beds were all cut to a good standard. Good to see the hotel was 
involving the local Birdwell Brownies in the Green Team initiative. Good to see 
recycling of water  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

On the day of judging there were quite a few weeds to be found in some of the shrub 
beds.  Many of the shrubs are ready for replacing as they are now passed there best 
being woody or leggy.  The black polythene which was used to line the large hay racks 
looked unsightly, plant up the sides or use moss to enhance the displays. 



Category 7C: Large Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

The Ripon Spa Hotel    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

A unique traditional hotel setting against a backdrop of mature woodland, which 
provides the largest Croquet centre in the North of England. The gardens have 
evolved since our last visit some years ago and now focus on more sustainable 
species. 

Areas of Achievement 

Very high standard of maintenance of the lawns.  Predominance of sustainable 
planting now replacing the former annual bedding.  Managed woodland. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continued development of more sustainable planting. 



Category 7C: Large Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

The Royal York Hotel    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Royal York Hotel is a magnificent five storey building set in three acres of gardens 
and grounds. The latest addition is the 'Wheel' situated in part of the garden. 
Beautiful summer hayracks surround the building giving a superb floral display. 
Credit due to the gardener, working alone. 

Areas of Achievement 

Wonderful display of hanging baskets and hayracks surrounding the building, 
supported by an irrigation system to save on watering and maintenance.  The hedges 
and grassed area were well cared for and in good condition.  The herb garden was 
well stocked and produce used in the hotel kitchen.  The efforts of the gardener, who 
is trying to improve the variety of plants while working on a very tight budget. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Place notices round the hotel to inform visitors about YIB. and 'judging day'. 
Stain the flower tubs and paint the metal bands black to improve the appearance. 
Try to get volunteer help to support the gardener.  A good entry; carry on with more of 
the same. 



Category 7C: Large Hotels 

Judges Comments 

 

Woodlands Hotel    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Woodlands Hotel, situated just outside Morley town centre, has spacious and well 
laid out grounds which are being maintained to a very good standard.  The entry is in 
a transition with new owners who want to develop and enhance the Hotel and its 
grounds.  From the feedback to judges it was clear that the new owners are keen on 
investment and the entry should be in a position to do very well in the future. 

Areas of Achievement 

The lawned areas were very well maintained and the hotel has the benefit of a 
woodland walk which was well hidden from the main building. The tiered lawns and 
seating areas were an attractive setting for visitors and the plans to enhance this area 
over the next year should compliment the entry. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The planned work to the reception area will greatly enhance the building if completed 
sympathetically.  The main entrance to the site could benefit from work to attract 
visitors although it is appreciated that space is at a premium for parking.  The plans for 
the terraced area at the rear need to be undertaken carefully - less is more 
sometimes.  The gardener’s thoughts on the woodland edge being terraced for an 
herb garden, adjacent to the kitchen areas are a good idea and one to consider. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Friends of Holden {Oakworth) Park    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Holden Park Oakworth Near Keighley, once the home of Sir Isaac Holden who built 
Oakwoth House in the grounds in 1875. Sadly the house burned down in the early part 
of the 20th century. Leaving behind the landscaped gardens and park designed and 
built by Italian designers with many grottoes, caves, waterfalls and mosaic flooring, 
some of which remain to this day, and add much atmosphere to the park. Old plans 
show two orchid houses and a winter garden in which exotic plants and orchids were 
once grown. Further up the slope are mature woodlands and open grass areas along 
with a fenced of quarry from which some of the stone was used to build the house. 
The friends of Holden Park (the Gardening Gang) are doing much to restore the area, 
raising money and obtaining grants to buy plants and materials to improve the whole 
area. Some technical help and advice has been given by the local authority. 

Areas of Achievement 

The summerhouse and Mosaic floors have been renovated to a high standard with the 
aid of restoration grants and a display showing the history of the park can be seen by 
visitors and worked on by school children.  Some of the paths and steps in the 
woodland have been re laid. Some native Bluebell and Snowdrop bulbs have been 
near the paths to naturalise.  Wild flower seed has been planted by local school 
children in newly cleared ground, and beds of perennials are appearing around the 
area which brightens up the whole park. Several trees have been planted for the 
Diamond Jubilee. Many family events take place throughout the year which is very 
well attended. Most of the park was very clean, tidy; the work had been well planned 
and executed by all concerned 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would be good to see some improvements to the children’s play area which looked a 
little tired on judging day.  The notice board at the entrance would possibly have been 
better a little nearer the path and with more space for events to be advertised.  It 
would be nice to see some replacement saplings being planted in the woodland to 
take over from some of the older trees which may be getting to the end of their natural 
lives.  Continue with perennial planting around the park and perhaps more bulbs in the 
woodland area if funds permit.  Try to gain more members of the group to continue 
this valuable work. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Keighley & Worth Valley Railway    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Keighley & Worth Valley Railway was built between 1863 and 1866 by local 
businessmen, mainly to move goods to and from their factories in the surrounding 
valleys. In the early days trains operated round the clock transporting coal to the mills 
and wool products to other parts of the country. The railway is a complete working 
branch line mainly restored to how it would have been in the 1950’s. Much of the 
gardening is carried out by operational staff in their spare time, increasingly helped by 
volunteers such as youth groups, brownies Guides and children from local schools. 
Many of the stations have recently made and planted new flowerbeds, raised beds 
and had new wooden planters made to enhance the platforms and surrounding areas. 
All the stations the judges visited were scrupulously clean, the gardens and planters 
were maintained to a very high standard even though it has been a difficult season. 

Areas of Achievement 

The new Corner bed at Keighley station not only tidies the corner but is a welcome 
focal point for visitors to pass. The picnic area is an ideal area for people to view the 
trains while enjoying their refreshments. Hanging baskets at stations throughout the 
line add a quaint feeling to the different stations. Volunteers and community groups 
seem to be on the increase which helps to add a sense of ownership to the stations, 
which in turn reduces vandalism. The platform trolleys and carts are well maintained 
and painted in the appropriate colours to match the station livery. In some stations 
gardens and planted areas have been created across the line from the platforms 
which is quite a difficult operation. There was evidence of rain water collection into 
large water butts which will help to conserve water in drier conditions. The raised bed 
at Oakworth station planted with summer bedding plants by the local school children 
are were particularly attractive at the time of judging 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is difficult to think of further developments to the line as the stations were kept in 
such a superb condition. The addition or opening of further outbuildings and yards for 
tourists to visit as they travel along the line may further increase income for the 
railway. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Knaresborough Castle Grounds   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were taken to the Castle grounds where we met the head gardener who 
immediately showed us his enthusiasm in providing a major tourist attraction within 
Knaresborough. You could soon tell that this site was part of the high standards of 
Harrogate Parks division. 

Areas of Achievement 

Excellent Knaresborough Castle gardens with many well maintained and colourful 
displays of seasonal bedding, including the Knaresborough in Bloom bedding 
competition, i.e., The diamond Jubilee Crown 1952 0 2012. Well done to Jasmine 
Hobson with the winning design.  The War memorial planting was good, with a colour 
scheme of red, white and blue. Overall first class maintenance. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

There was some evidence of dog fouling on the grass areas. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Manor Heath Nursery and Jungle Experience   Silver Gilt Rose Award  

Introduction 

The Nursery and Jungle Experience are a significant asset to Calderdale and plainly 
appreciated by the residents, which is shown by 10,000 visits a year that they make to 
the facility 

Areas of Achievement 

The commitment and enthusiasm of the staff involved, the diversity of the plant, 
animal and insect life are complemented by the demonstration gardens in the nursery. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

If a way could be found to use the facility for educational purposes for children and 
others it would be most beneficial to all concerned 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Oakworth Station    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Oakworth Station was used as a location for the famous 1970’s film The Railway 
Children. The station has been a popular visitor attraction ever since, and has been 
used for location filming several times since. The station still reflects the Midland 
Railway livery and internal decor dating back to 1905/10, so much so that the entire 
building is still lit by gas and there is virtually no electricity on the premises. Outside 
there are many old advertising signs as well as period artefacts inside and out. Most of 
the gardens are looked after and planted by local school children to a very high 
standard indeed. The platform area and station precincts are also maintained to an 
excellent standard. Plans are in the pipe line to build a railwayman’s hut as a further 
visitor attraction 

Areas of Achievement 

The whole station is kept to the highest standard, including platforms, waiting and 
wash rooms, and the ticket hall with its blazing coal fire.  The bedding plant display 
and gardens planted by local schoolchildren is superb. Local people get special 
discounts for their journeys. Period weekends are heeled on a regular basis which 
attracts visitors from miles around as well as the local community.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To attract more butterflies and bees to the area a small piece of land could be set 
aside for the cultivation of wild flowers which could be researched, sown and planted 
by local school children.  Planning and building of the old railwayman’s hut could be 
started to give a new undercover dimension to the facilities. This could be used as an 
historical display and museum of by gone railway equipment. Visitors are always on 
the lookout for something new, but it is important to keep the building in keeping with 
the rest of the station 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Ripon Racecourse        Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The judges were warmly welcomed to Yorkshire's 'Garden Racecourse', which hosts 
16 race days per year in addition to other events such as triathlons. The course 
certainly lived up to its name. 

Areas of Achievement 

The standard of grounds keeping throughout the course and public areas. 
Abundance of hanging baskets and balcony boxes. 
The innovative use of redundant 'mangers' as floral containers. 
The new perennial planting around the Parade Ring and other areas. 
The creative vertical planting of two traditional telephone boxes. 
The new Jubilee Avenue consisting of 18 flowering cherry trees. 
Composting of all plant and flower materials. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Wider choice of sustainable planting is recommended to provide cross seasonal 
colour.  
Raising the height of some of the planting around and on the bandstand to create 
more impact, especially from a distance. 
Continue to develop displays across the public areas rather than focusing on the 
entrance and parade ring areas. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Ryedale Folk Museum    Gold Rose Award      Category Winner 

Introduction 

Ryedale Folk Museum is a well established entry in Yorkshire in Bloom, competing for 
many years. They continue to impress the judges every year with innovative new 
ideas implemented to the infrastructure and planting and events held in the grounds. 
It was good to see the notice displaying Yorkshire in Bloom Judging Day and it was 
also advertised in the local newspaper and radio (good publicity for the Museum and 
Yorkshire in Bloom). 

Areas of Achievement 

The vegetable garden was in good condition despite the weather conditions. 
Congratulations on the new 'fold yard' and the sensory garden with raised beds for 
disabled children.  The wildflower meadow was excellent and a delight for all the 
visitors to see.  The education team are preparing activities for the influx of 
schoolchildren in the summer holidays. Excellent work 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Keep managing and improving the wildflower meadow; this can only get better. 
The 'Harrison project' in the high barn will make interesting viewing for visitors; 
advertise this in the local newspapers and radio when the project is complete. 
Keep up the good work and congratulations to management and volunteers 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

The Yorkshire Waterways Museum   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

It is difficult to envisage the full extent of the location whilst driving down the approach 
road along Dutch River Side in Goole. The Museum is tucked away at the end of this 
somewhat bland approach but when turning into the site it is fully clear what lies 
beyond.  The welcome could not be better from the signs directing one to the site and 
the clean and clear car park area which offers a safe haven. The Museum itself, along 
with the café area are well presented, clean and efficient and cater for all ages young 
and old, able and disabled. 

Areas of Achievement 

The whole site is well managed and excellent in its presentation to the visitor. 
Colourful baskets and planters line the walkway along the side of the canal adjacent to 
the various boats harboured there which are part of this working Museum. The extent 
of sustainable planting is impressive as this enhances the site even more and 
provides a year round backdrop to the impressive Museum building.  The Sobriety 
Project has to be applauded as the work undertaken by the project leaders and 
various children is excellent from allotment veg production to cooking and gardening 
and even boat helping hand has proved useful to many a kid in achieving a useful 
place in the community of Goole.  A belief in maintaining the heritage of Goole has to 
be forefront as this is Goole and what Goole has been for many decades. The 
preservation of the waterways, various boat conversions and the Coal Lift has to be 
seen as a major input to the local heritage, all of this itemized in the interesting 
Museum section. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The Anchor flower bed at the entrance of Dutch River Side is demanding of some 
attention and the proposed timber edging will enhance this important aspect of the 
Waterways Museum.  The boundary chain link fencing and posts are in need of some 
attention as this is a visual aspect coming to the main entrance of the Museum. 
Continue to ensure weed growth is kept to a minimum around the car park and grass 
mound area.  The “Concrete Post” project needs to be developed further and used as 
a source of income to help sustain the various on site projects already undertaken. 



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Treasurer's House    Silver Gilt Rose Award  

Introduction 

The Treasurers House, situated near the courtyard of York Minster in the Centre of 
York, was occupied by the famous industrialist Frank Green before being taken over 
by the National Trust. The walled, sunken garden at the front of the building is far 
removed from the hustle and bustle of a large city, and is a tranquil setting for 
weddings and corporate events. 

Areas of Achievement 

The immaculately cut and edged lawns and hedges.  Well maintained and appropriate 
planting of flower beds in a colour theme of blue and white (mainly perennials, bi-
annuals and tulip bulbs in spring), creating all-year-round interest.  Encouragement of 
visitors, via the Minster courtyard, to look round the garden.  Well maintained garden 
furniture and stone path walk-way. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

A safety notice at the bottom of the steps to the 'viewing area' should be installed 
warning of 'slippery surfaces when wet'.  Continue development of the herb, fruit and 
vegetable garden at the rear of the house.  



Category 8A: Visitor Attractions 

Judges Comments 

 

Yorkshire Lavender   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

On entering this site/complex – and a casual wonder – the whole place speaks for 
itself. We were met by the owner who immediately conveyed their total commitment 
and enthusiasm for the future and rightly proud of what has been achieved in only few 
years by their committed staff who works well as a team. The visitor attractions must 
be seen to be believed, with between 50 – 70% return visits. 

Areas of Achievement 

120 varieties of Lavender, many of which are rare, cultivated to a high standard in a 
designed way. Cutting Lavender by hand was in progress during our visit. Many 
innovative ideas and imaginative features are revealed all around the site. A wonderful 
shop promoting endless Lavender based products, a café with pleasant staff and 
outstanding views across the vale. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The owner mentioned that they intend to plant more trees to enhance further the 
landscape structure. Plan to increase screen planting to separate production area 
from the main attraction. Consider having Information Boards referring to the history of 
lavender and its use. 



Category 8Ba: Business Premises  - Small 

Judges Comments 

 

Hutton Cranswick Fisheries   Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A small frontage with planters and basket. The seat with planters alongside at the side 
of the shop has a table put out when the shop is open; a nice touch. 

Areas of Achievement 

Maintenance of the plants by an ex neighbour when the owner is away through other 
business commitments.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is helpful to put a small notice in the window announcing the Yorkshire in Bloom 
judging day to promote the competition and to highlight your support. 

 
 



Category 8Ba: Business Premises  - Small 

Judges Comments 

 

James White Butchers    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A very welcoming entrance to this small shop with good planting outside and on the 
inside window sill. 

Areas of Achievement 

The quality of the flowers indicates attention to detail on the displays. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Keep up the good work.  It is helpful to put a small notice in the window announcing 
Yorkshire in Bloom judging day. It adds to local interest in the competition and your 
contribution. 

 



Category 8Ba: Business Premises  - Small 

Judges Comments 

 

Mount Pleasant Kennels     Silver Gilt Rose Award    Category Winner 

Introduction 

Perched high on the Pennines overlooking parts of Keighley in the valley below, 
Mount Pleasant Kennels is a horticultural gem surrounded by fields on a very exposed 
site. Dogs and cats are cared for on this amazing site with plenty of room to exercise 
and partake of the fresh air. The grounds have been lovingly tended, designed and 
cultivated despite the terrible weather they have been exposed to during the early part 
of the summer. Shelter belts surround some of the gardens to give the plants within 
the area chance to thrive. Gardens at both front and rear have many interesting 
features which made our visit all the more interesting. 

Areas of Achievement 

In the lawned front area one of the perennial beds had a piece of specially designed 
fence made from re cycled timber which gave the bed some old world charm. The old 
concrete farm cess pit cover was completely masked by a large wooden pergola 
covered in a variety of climbing plants which made this into a remarkable feature. A 
low stone wall at the end of another bed cut in the grass added yet another dimension 
to the garden.  At the rear the wild life garden a recently improved man made stream 
trickled gently into the pond at the end.  Most of the plants were grown on the 
premises which is quite an achievement given the altitude, rain water collection was a 
prominent part of recycling which would come into its own during dryer periods. 
Composting also played an important part in improving the soil.  Despite the weather 
conditions and altitude the whole garden seemed to be thriving and well cared for. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It may be worth considering opening the gardens to visitors for guided tours, or part of 
the open gardens scheme. When the kennels are quiet. Any public donation could be 
given to a chosen charity. More promotion of your entry into Yorkshire in Bloom on 
any publicity material may be a benefit for the business. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Bettys & Taylors of Harrogate   Gold Rose Award   Joint Category Winner  

Introduction 

It was a great pleasure to visit Bettys & Taylors even on one of the wettest days of a 
very wet year. At least the welcome was very warm! Great care had obviously been 
taken to make the whole site a pleasant and healthy working environment. It was 
pleasing to hear of the care taken to make things as pleasant as possible for residents 
overlooking the site. There is obviously ongoing involvement with the local community 
at many levels. The work on recycling a vast range of materials and especially work 
done with local children by 'Captain Rummage' is exciting and incredibly creative. 
those involved have shown an ongoing dedication which is very impressive. Very 
impressive too is the environmental work going on across the world and especially the 
project to save an area of rainforest the size of Yorkshire in Peru.  The garden team 
were obviously dedicated and knowledgeable. 

Areas of Achievement 

It was pleasing to see gardens and planted seating areas for staff to enjoy during 
breaks.  There was a good mixture of sustainable planting set off with areas of 
colourful bedding.  Raised beds with salads, herbs and veg which are used in the 
canteen were impressive.  Within the limits of a site producing food and drink for 
human consumption efforts had been made to benefit wildlife.  Interesting art 
installations had been added to several areas around site.  Although building work 
made it impossible to enter the tropical house, it certainly looked very exciting. 
The site was impressively weed free and areas of evergreen planting were well 
maintained.  There was a good variety of planting.  Plants which had not survived last 
winter had been replaced. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Since the roads around site need to be salted and since the salt is killing plants in 
certain areas, consider 'sea-side' plants which will stand up better to a salty 
environment.  Consider the use of herbs and scented plants in areas where staff will 
enjoy taking lunch.  Perhaps consider the use of plants to attract butterflies into those 
areas too. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Country Style Foods    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

 
Country Style Foods have developed a peaceful and calm oasis in what can best be 
described as an intensive industrial area of Leeds. The planting enhances the 
entrances to the benefit of customers, employees and the wider business residents of 
this industrial estate. This year Christine has fully embraced the Jubilee by planting in 
red, white and blue and adding ribbons and flags to the display. It is clear there is a 
passion for enhancing premises and Sharrif, who looks after the area, has to be 
commended for his dedication to ensuring the displays are always looking their best. 
 

Areas of Achievement 

The quality of the plants, especially the petunias as they were the best we had seen 
during the whole days judging. The care of the displays is reflected in the quality of the 
plants. This entry fully demonstrates how by using plants such as bacopia, petunias, 
lobelia and geraniums you can create a welcoming and bright area. The further bed 
being developed with standard roses will further enhance this entry. It was good to see 
the newly created composting site and that there is a water irrigation system in place. 
 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It was good to see the planting of the standard roses and to hear Christine’s plans of 
possibly considering placing further varieties into the area. It may be worth considering 
adding some permanent plants that can cope with this area such as English 
lavenders, aquamila molis and cransbills. 
 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Friends of Sowerby Bridge Railway Station   Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Friends of Sowerby Bridge Railway station are a well organised, enthusiastic group of 
people, who work hard to improve the station in Sowerby Bridge and its surrounding 
area. This is the first part of Sowerby Bridge that people see on their arrival by train, 
and has been made into an excellent and welcoming approach to the town. With the 
help of Northern Rail Network they are succeeding in making the Railway and its 
surrounding area into a safe and beautiful environment. Well done! 

Areas of Achievement 

The group has an ambitious plan for both present and future work at the station and 
they achieve excellent results. This is due mainly to the formidable work force which is 
well organised, with people responsible for different areas and prepared to work hard 
in order to achieve their objectives. The station was spotlessly clean, with well planted 
flower tubs, adding bright colour to the platforms. The album recording the 
achievements at the station shows the excellent progress made by the group, and the 
pictures of the decorations for the queen's Diamond Jubilee were wonderful. Lack of 
water at the station meant the introduction of innovative ideas for an irrigation system, 
which is extremely successful and inventive. Most impressive.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Many of the future plans for the station are ambitious and interesting, and will involve 
some input from Northern Rail Network. The idea of introducing a picnic area and 
nature reserve is impressive, and I wish them every success with this project. An 
interesting idea for the future is the planning of a special garden to commemorate the 
link with the Bronte family. Japanese knot weed is a problem in one of the large flower 
beds on the approach to the station, however, I feel that this is perhaps the 
responsibility of the Authority, and that professional help would be available to them 
with the eradication of this weed. Thank you for a most enjoyable visit. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Manor Farm Shop, Hutton Cranswick    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

First impressions on arrival at this centre were good with excellent planting up of large 
planters and tubs. This in spite of the need for a large busy car park near the front. 

Areas of Achievement 

The quality of all the plants and the well managed areas around the shop. The 
opportunity for a local crafts lady and a specialist grower to display and sell goods at 
the shop. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to develop an emphasis on cycling and cyclists that are following the wolds 
cycle route. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Optident, Ilkley     Gold Rose Award       Joint Category Winner 

Introduction 

The gardens and hedges that make up this site are laid out and maintained to the 
highest standard. The reception area is comfortable and inviting to be in. 

Areas of Achievement 

Making use of the natural features of the site and the use of reclaimed and recycled 
materials. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It may be worth considering having more consistency in the type of plants used. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Paul Harrison Cars, Hutton Cranswick    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A clean tidy forecourt with planters and baskets. Good utilisation of the area where 
fuel pumps had been removed.  

Areas of Achievement 

The quality of the plants on the forecourt. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Shrubs have been planted on the fence line and they need attention and weeds 
removing. It is recognised though that the neighbouring area is derelict and completely 
overgrown. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Richard Prestons & Sons Ltd.    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

On turning into Coulton Lane, thoughts were; “is this the site of a haulage 
contractor??” An unbelievable first impression; well maintained grass verges, with well 
filled colourful beds. Reception area; welcoming and colourful with unique display of 
company memorabilia. Colourful banner on fence; Preston of Potto, Yorkshire in 
Bloom Winners. Wonderful testament to the Yorkshire in Bloom Competition. 

Areas of Achievement 

Hanging baskets on the well maintained boundary fences. Numerous oak tubs, 
hanging baskets on the office walls, other planters all ‘spilling over’ with colour, a wide 
variety of plants used to add to this achievement. Verges, pathways were spotless, a 
real credit to all involved. Any waste products that can be recycles are recycles 
including; water, oil, batteries, plastic and paper. They give help to the community 
where possible. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Seek advice on the prunus tress adjacent to the lorry park with the possibility of 
removal of them entirely! and replant with an alternative tree species. Reinstate some 
roses on the fence, remove those insitu and start again. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

Sheffield Forgemasters International Ltd   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

A remarkable landscape within a highly industrious and productive environment. 
Impressive advancements throughout the site, taking over what have been forgotten 
industrial spaces, turning into green and lush places which soften and enhance a 
harsh industrial environment for all who work at Sheffield Forgemasters. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Impressive work on riverbank in partnership with the Environment Agency, 
introducing clear maintenance regimes to reduce risk of flood 
• Fabulous formal garden, for use by all employees, an asset to the organisation 
• Impressive impact and softening of industrial areas 
• Great to see such strong support and commitment to the landscape from senior 
management 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• Continue with effective programme of reclaiming the industrial landscape, you have 
big buildings, do not be afraid to think big with your planting, use trees and large 
shrubs which will provide colour and texture all year in the roadside areas 
• Consider bulb planting in some of your grass verges to add spring colour 
• Keep experimenting with the right plants that can withstand the harsh environment 
and restrict your annual bedding displays to reception and entrance areas. 
• Consider a competition between departments to look after their areas of green space 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

The Limes, Barnsley     Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Limes is a busy municipal golf course, with many interesting features including a 
Memorial Garden. Its remarkable given its large acreage that there is only three full 
time staff and one part-time who are doing stirling work. 

Areas of Achievement 

4000 trees planted over the ten years giving interest to the greens and creating habitat 
for wild life.   Many Bird Boxes have been installed.  Good to see sponsorship support 
Memorial Garden  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The greens and fairways are a delight, however its the car-park and entrance that 
sadly lets this entry down on the day of judging there were no plants in the numerous 
planters and baskets, and the part built concrete bunker at the side of the car park 
needs finishing as it looked unsightly. 



Category 8Bb: Business Premises  - Large 

Judges Comments 

 

We Care Vets    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The area is set back and is seen from the main road by passers-by which give a very 
good impression of the attention given to the surrounding gardens by the stable lad. 
The layout is quite well planned and laid out with a range of permanent plantings that 
give a range of colour year round. 

Areas of Achievement 

The whole area was clean and tidy with no signs of weed problems, graffiti or litter and 
was in a very busy part of the shopping complex which often attracts such problems.  
Use of seasonal planting was colourful and a good balance with the structured 
planting around the area.  The information in the reception area about the effect 
certain types of plants and insects could have on pets was quite well presented and a 
source of harm many pet owners would not be aware of. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The sleeper layout under the trees is excellent and now needs to be looked at as 
some of the plants are not thriving very well, possibly due to the shade and drier 
conditions.  When planning this area consider an addition of your compost and then 
mulch with a thick bark mulch to help retain moisture and Select plants that will 
tolerate and survive the shade and drought. Continue the permanent planting to the 
side border and gap up where necessary. 



Category 8C: Shopping Centres and Retail Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Airedale Shopping Centre, Keighley    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Airedale shopping Centre Keighley is situated a stone’s throw from the main 
Keighley Bus Station which brings in shoppers and commuters from many nearby 
towns and villages. It was good to see the exterior of the shopping centre festooned 
with nearly one hundred red white and blue freshly watered hanging baskets and 
barrier planters which I believe has encouraged visitors to the centre to make many 
favourable comments. The ramp to the multi story car park had a number of barrier 
planters of the same design to welcome shoppers on their arrival 

Areas of Achievement 

Lees primary School had been encouraged to make up a patriotic display of planted 
troughs and bunting on an upper floor. Parents of under five year old children have 
been given the opportunity of join the Filbert Club which gives them priority family 
friendly car parking spaces. The club has as its mascot a large friendly red squirrel 
that frequents to centre on some Saturdays who hands out leaflets to the shoppers 
and encourages parents to bring their children shopping.  The centre re cycle’s 
polythene and cardboard and will soon be recycling shoes. There was a good mix of 
shops within the centre and very few vacant premises at the time of judging. The 
public areas and loading bays were kept clean and tidy, and the staff were very 
friendly. The centre seems to be a vibrant and popular place to shop and work.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The shop owners in the centre need to be made more aware of the Yorkshire in Bloom 
Judging date and perhaps the introduction of posters or special window displays in 
some of the premises would convey the centre’s entry to the public.  The interior of 
part of the centre may benefit from some sort of modernisation sometime in the future, 
specially the entrance to the management sweet if the public need to access the area. 
The addition of some indoor plant displays may promote a more relaxed atmosphere 
and encourage more spending. The addition of several more barrier planters to the 
railings near the entrance to the car park (budget permitting) would give a more 
spectacular welcome, and a trial on a small scale of some winter flowering baskets 
and containers may brighten up the centre during the dark days of winter. Some sort 
of rainwater harvesting and the use of grey water to flush toilets etc would be more 
environmentally friendly and may save money in the long run 



Category 8C: Shopping Centres and Retail Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Crystal Peaks Shopping Mall & Retail Park       

Gold Rose Award         Category Winner  

Introduction 

The site of 40 acres includes both a shopping centre and retail park, which is 
managed environmentally to improve bio diversity and reduce the impact on the 
environment. Given that some thirteen million visits a year are made to the site this 
does present some challenges. However, innovation sees roof space being used for 
solar panels and bee keeping.  The commitment shown by the senior managers and 
the knowledge of the environmental projects on site demonstrated how effective 
conservation can be in what is not the most likely setting. 

Areas of Achievement 

The commitment to use any available space in a way that contributes the natural 
environment and increase bio diversity.  The monthly site surveys of wildlife that 
provide up to date information on the quality of the site for wildlife.  The wildflower 
area now contains some species that are rare in South Yorkshire.  The quality of 
maintenance and the commitment to maintain the landscape with re planting trees and 
shrub areas in the car parks. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

As time and funding allow develop the plan to provide more information abut the site 
and how it is managed.  Continue with the wall planting once you are satisfied that it 
meets your needs.  When possible promote the environmental policy to tenants and 
encourage them to take part as well. This works in many ways, the bird watching 
mechanics being an example. 



Category 8C: Shopping Centres and Retail Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

The Coppergate Shopping Centre, York    Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Coppergate Shopping Centre was built in 1984 and houses the world famous 
Jorvik Viking Centre along with 23 other retailers and 19 residential units.  The Centre 
had a display of 80 hanging baskets giving a wonderful display of summer colour. 
They are well cared for by a dedicated group of maintenance staff. 

Areas of Achievement 

Credit due to the maintenance staff that takes it in turn to water and maintain the 80 
hanging baskets at 16.30 every morning.  The area was very clean and litter free 
despite the fact that the area is a very busy tourist area; the litter bins are emptied six 
times a day.  Charity work taking place on judging day supporting 'Save the Children'. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Advertise 'Yorkshire in Bloom' in shop windows to inform visitors that you are 
participating in YIB and also advertise 'judging day'. Try planting shade loving plants, 
e.g. hostas in the seating area which is very shaded.  Place a heavy woodchip mulch 
round the seating area to keep in the moisture. 



Category 8C: Shopping Centres and Retail Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

White Rose Shopping Centre, Leeds     Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The White Rose Shopping Centre has a good quality of mature landscaping which is 
maintained to a high standard. The Cleanliness inside and out cannot be faulted and 
is a credit to all involved. A pleasure to visit, keep up the good work. 

Areas of Achievement 

Attractive and colourful hanging baskets at entrances to shopping areas.  Well 
maintained general landscape areas.  Very impressed with the work done in 
conjunction with Grace landscaping in training of young horticultural apprentices. 
Colourful and informative interpretation boards providing walks around the outside of 
the shopping area. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Although the Judges recognised that the on-going signage work was damaging the 
planting this did not account for all the gaps.  It was also felt that some of the plants 
used were coming to the end of their useful life span and needed replacing. On a 
future Judging it might be better to be shown around by someone involved more 
closely to the maintenance of the outside areas and the landscaped areas in 
particular. 



Category 8C: Shopping Centres and Retail Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Woolshops Shopping Centre, Halifax      Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The Woolshops date back to the mediaeval times although the current development 
dates from the late 1970s and is single story outdoor area with car parks. It has an 
impressive number of attractively planted hanging baskets and planters with seating 
areas. The car park is surrounded with permanently planted shrubberies and 
herbaceous perennials. 

Areas of Achievement 

The sponsored floral displays within the precinct were impressive with their mixture of 
annual and sustainable planting. The sustainable insect friendly planting around the 
perimeter was a joy to see. The work done on environmental issues was to be 
commended and it will be good to see the future plans come to fruition. The portfolio 
was very good and a great help the judges.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would have been good to have seen a little more promotion of Yorkshire In Bloom in 
the precinct.  Will look forward to further developments in relation to the environment, 
regarding water conservation, recycling etc 



Category 8D: Caravan, Camping and Chalet Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Longbeach Leisure Park    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Longbeach Leisure Park is perfectly situated for guests to be able to enjoy the peace 
and quiet of this dramatic coastline and near enough to town to be an enjoyable stroll 
away. Standards were consistently good across the whole site and our tour guide, 
Virginia, very knowledgeable. The long borders on the entrance drive were very 
welcoming and colourful. Overall, a very good entry. 

Areas of Achievement 

There was a good, consistent standard of planting and maintenance across the whole 
site at Longbeach. The long borders on the entrance drive were particularly colourful. 
The many nice water features added to the overall peaceful atmosphere of the site. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We look forward to seeing the development of the new areas at Longbeach which 
have been delayed by the poor weather. We did see some evidence of positive work 
on environmental issues but perhaps this could be emphasised a little more. 



Category 8D: Caravan, Camping and Chalet Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Naburn Lock Caravan Park     Gold Rose Award     Category Winner 

Introduction 

The couple that run this family owned caravan park work very hard to overcome the 
difficulties from flooding from the river Ouse. Despite the recent rain the grassed areas 
and hedges are excellent.  Floral displays round the reception area are a delight to 
see.  Two large posters advertising Yorkshire in Bloom and 'judging day' was good to 
see. 

Areas of Achievement 

The entrance to the park was very clean and tidy with colourful flower beds which 
were well maintained.  The lavender hedges are well established and very eye 
catching for the visitors.  The nature booklet which directs children round the nature 
trail is a good idea and creates interest, especially with a prize at the end.  Good to 
see the site advertising Yorkshire in Bloom. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Try planting the hanging baskets with Semperfloren Begonias rather than Busy 
Lizzies, which are a problem.  Plant late flowering plants, such as Rudbeckia, in the 
tubs, to prolong the flowering season into the autumn.  Consider a colour scheme for 
the floral displays next year.  Try planting hostas in the shaded wet areas, surrounded 
by gravel, to help to prevent slug damage. 



Category 8D: Caravan, Camping and Chalet Parks 

Judges Comments 

 

Patrington Haven Leisure Park Ltd    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Patrington Haven has been a past winner of Yorkshire in Bloom many times and the 
wonderful entrance to the site and reception tell their own story. Much development 
work has taken place over the past 12 months and combined with the terrible weather 
this has led to some inconsistencies in standards. However, the company is a 
passionate advocate of Yorkshire in Bloom and given some time to build the new 
business and some fairer weather we have no doubt whatsoever that Patrington 
Haven will soon be back on top of its game! 

Areas of Achievement 

The entrance area and reception building at Patrington Haven were immaculate and a 
wonderful advertisement for potential customers. There were some very good 
individual gardens around the site. It was nice to hear about the exciting and visionary 
plans for the future of the site.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The judges acknowledge that poor weather and building work across the site have 
caused some problems in maintenance. When everything settles down again it will be 
great to see the high standards found at the entrance and reception replicated across 
the whole of the area. The judges came away full of confidence that this will happen 
and that the few inconsistencies in standards will be ironed out by next season. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Breezy Knees Gardens        Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Breezy Knees Gardens and Nursery is situated North East of York near the village of 
Warthill. Originally agricultural land the site comprises of some 15 acres of rich and 
varied gardens and plants. A relatively young garden started by the owners 13 years 
ago. Early tree plantings give shelter to a series of themed gardens home to over 
6,000 cultivars and species of perennials trees and shrubs. 

Areas of Achievement 

There is no doubt that a great deal of enthusiasm and passion is poured into this 
garden. The owners have tamed the hostile open landscape to provide an exciting mix 
of garden features that provide inspiration that can be transferred to much smaller 
urban gardens.  Circulation and access is very good, and the more established 
'Double Borders', 'Cottage Garden’,’ Raised Beds’,’ Rogues Gallery' and 'Rock 
Garden' are delightful.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The area that leads from the car park is currently under development, to improve the 
feel and access to the main garden area. Once established it will provide a seamless 
access route.  The more recent gardens will take time to establish and show great 
promise, but gaps do slightly detract from the overall impact.  Development continues 
which will further enhance the visitor experience. 
 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

 

Burton Agnes Hall    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Burton Agnes Hall has been a family home for nine hundred years approaching the 
hall from the main entrance you are guided through a very elegant gatehouse towards 
the main hall down a drive flanked with manicured lawns and neatly clipped yew 
topiary. This first impression gives a taste of the delights that follow, from open lawns, 
formal ponds, woodland walks and incredible walled garden. The courtyard offers a 
range of facilities where the visitor can purchase gifts, plants or indulge in 
refreshments in a relaxing atmosphere. 

Areas of Achievement 

Continuous improvement is evident in the courtyard, children's play area and walled 
gardens and the introduction of sensory gardens, colour gardens with giant board 
games offer a unique range of opportunities for all the family. The walled garden offers 
six themed areas, with potager, maze, kitchen garden, jungle garden and Campanula 
collection maintained to a high standard and brimming with exciting plant 
arrangements. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

A major project promises to bring considerable improvements to the car parking and 
entrance route, improving the flow and capacity to what is one of Yorkshire's top 
garden attractions. Such a diverse garden provides many interests throughout the 
season; maybe the introduction of summer interest into the woodland with bulbous 
plants would further indulge the plantaholic. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Cannon Hall, Barnsley   Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

A magnificent setting with views over the valley, superb tree specimens and a rich 
collection of fruits, notably pears on the original walled garden are all found at Cannon 
Hall 

Areas of Achievement 

The newly refurbished park for mixed ability use, high standard of maintenance 
throughout despite heavy rainfalls. The cornflowers planted amongst lavender were 
most affective. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The use of more perennial plants would make display areas more sustainable in the 
walled garden where a lot of bedding out was seen. It would be nice to see the original 
glasshouse restored. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

East Park Estate, Hull      Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

This extensive park has deservedly been awarded Green Flag Status following on 
from a Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. There are many attractions and facilities 
for all ages interests and abilities. A very impressive attraction of open parkland with 
large lake for the residents of and visitors to Hull. 

Areas of Achievement 

Provision of a very wide range of facilities. Involvement by the Friends of East Park 
with their many interest groups and fundraising efforts. The cycles for hire scheme for 
able-bodied and disabled in wheelchairs. Children's play facilities and other activities 
for all ages. Tree planting by schools to enhance the natural areas of the park. The 
animal education centre with aviaries and large enclosures for a variety of animals. 
The refurbished unique 'water-chute/splash' (Shame it wasn't operating on judging 
day!!!) 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consideration should be given to resolve a litter problem in some high-use areas. 
It will be interesting to see the planned improvements of the water feature surrounding 
the Pavilion.  It will be interesting to see the outcome of the trial for the summer 
bedding in the ornamental formal beds. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Elsecar Park, Barnsley     Gold  Rose Award   

Introduction 

The bandstand sits like a crown in this richly planted park, which boasts not only a well 
maintained and planted decorative area but a natural landscape site with lake, walks 
and bird hide to provide plenty of wildlife. A park for all interests and ages with sheep 
used to cut the grass. 

Areas of Achievement 

The planting on the banking round the bandstand on the stone terrace walling is 
testimony to the hard work of Richard and pat. The newly built island bed and viewing 
platform on the lake is a very positive addition 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The possible consideration of seating to view the lake and interpretation boards for the 
more interested visitor. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Homestead Park, York     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Homestead Park operated by Joseph Rowntree Trust is a wonderful park to visit with 
interest for many. As well as established trees, both herbaceous and formal flower 
beds all beautifully kept there are wildflower areas, pond and play area. The whole 
area was extremely clean with an absence of litter. The wheelchair friendly footpaths 
were excellent and the amenities this park provides for its visitors also includes a 
number of picnic tables. 

Areas of Achievement 

The pathways are clean and well kept with easy access to the different areas. 
The wildflower planting and accompanying signage to encourage discovery. 
The herbaceous and formal flower beds were colourful and well maintained. 
The placement of a good number of picnic tables as a facility for visitors. 
The high maintenance of all the grass areas. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The work to be done re the pond and a new water feature will enhance this area. 
Consider moving to using more perennial plants in the planters. 
Perhaps introduce a border of later flowering/foliage plants to Russell Lupin bed to 
maintain interest. 
Consider further information boards/tree names. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Lister Park, Bradford      Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Lister Park is a true gem in Bradford’s crown it has everything to attract people 
through the gates. Whether you wish to play/soak in art/history/enjoy a coffee and light 
lunch/ or enjoy the splendid grounds with its stunning floral displays and water 
features this park has it all for people to enjoy. 

Areas of Achievement 

The gardens to the front of Cartright hall are truly stunning and make a suitably fine 
entrance to the museum/art gallery.  The many events provided by Bradford MBC 
within the park are varied and well managed by the onsite staff.  The play area is well 
maintained with an array of exciting child friendly equipment that is checked by on site 
staff daily.  It was good to see evidence of green waste recycling on site and woody 
waste being recycled off site at Esholt.  The many bird box’s and bird box wed cam to 
encourage children to get involved have to be commended.  The many spring bulbs 
and wild flower maze planted in the grounds by school children were good to see. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The street furniture needs some attention/repainting in parts of the park even though it 
is on a 4 year refurbishment cycle.  Further planting of the wild flower maze with local 
youth groups.  Introduce more interpretation for the gardens with regards the groups 
that have helped plant up features over the years.  Improve the interpretation to the 
weather station that has been there for 103 years. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Museum Gardens York      Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The York Museum gardens are situated in the heart of the city on a historical site 
which includes the remains of the roman fortress tower and medieval St Mary's Abbey 
and hospitium. The botanical collection has been updated with a fern garden, an 
American prairie, butterfly and astronomy borders. It is also home to 7 champion 
trees. 

Areas of Achievement 

The up ended Yew trees made a nice feature in the 'story telling' area.  The Yorkshire 
Fern Group who developed the planting scheme.  The horticultural practice and quality 
of maintenance is to be commended.  Grassed area was well cared for despite 1.3 
million visitors walking on it every year.  The whole area was free of litter. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Display signs to inform visitors about Yorkshire in Bloom 'judging day'. Some of the 
garden seats could do with a little refurbishment.  This is a good entry for Yorkshire in 
Bloom and with a little refinement could climb the award ladder in future years. Carry 
on with the good work. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Oakwell Hall and Country Park     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Oakwell Hall Country Park covers 120 acres attracting an estimated audience of 
200,000 visitors each year. It has been awarded the Green Flag for 8 years, including 
2012 and has a knowledgeable and committed staff base as well as a large number of 
enthusiastic volunteers,  

Areas of Achievement 

The signage and display borders around the park were of a high standard and well 
maintained. The car park, toilets and cafe were inviting and of a good standard. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

There is a good opportunity for income generation, which if the income could be ring 
fenced for park use could help towards the parks management and maintenance. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Pannett Park, Whitby     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

This wonderful Park is situated a short stroll from the centre of Whitby. Much of the 
work is implemented by the Parks Department with valuable volunteer assistance from 
Friends of Pannett Park. The judges would like to thank Gill Wood and Linda Simms 
for their informative tour of the park. 

Areas of Achievement 

Superb Community asset with a good mix of facilities obviously well used.  
Interpretation was generally good and the timeline in the Jurassic garden provides a 
really useful learning resource.  The judges particularly liked the community gardens 
and enjoyed meeting the volunteers from Dalewood House.   The South Seas Garden 
with its Maori artwork perfectly depicted the heritage of the town and its links with 
Captain Cook’s voyages to the South Seas 
 
The children’s play area is exceptional and caters for a broad range of age groups 
with a topical theme. The Park boasts one of the most delightful Floral Clocks in the 
region with great impact for tourists and visitors alike. The judges considered the 
feature to be outstanding and credit must go to the staff who maintains it.   The new 
£12k Rose Garden on the museum terrace and the lily pond improvements has 
proved to be very successful restoration projects. 
 
It was good to see the use of bird boxes around the park to encourage wild birds to 
nest. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Perhaps some attention could be given to the Park entrance to give it the ‘wow’ factor. 
It could, for example, be greatly enhanced by the ‘dead heading’ of spring flowering 
perennials such as the Bergenias etc. 
 
The South Seas Garden was showing signs of extensive weed growth along the lower 
garden boundary. 
 
The Jurassic Garden had got some litter i.e. beer cans and a little bit of weed growth. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Parcevall Hall Gardens     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Parceval Hall comprises of twenty four acres of beautiful woodland gardens in the 
heart of the Yorkshire Dales countryside. A haven for garden enthusiasts the gardens 
provide a rich mix of features and plants to inspire and encourage. The naturally 
tranquil and calm setting provide a perfect balance for the gardening and religious 
activities that take place here. 

Areas of Achievement 

The brainchild of one man, Sir William Milner, the hall and gardens are a magnificent 
example of a typical gentleman's retreat. Rich with plants and features, from the 
formal terraces to the softer more natural woodland areas. Garden features include 
perennial borders, rose garden, orchard, rock gardens and rhododendron collections. 
Parceval is sympathetically managed to reflect its historical significance and value as 
a garden of inspiration. The garden and management team continue to improve and 
maintain one of the gems of our Yorkshire gardens. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The development of the walled garden will be a welcome addition and improvement to 
the car parking facilities. For the plant enthusiast access to a more detailed planting 
list would be a helpful addition to the leaflet and guide book. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Sheffield Botanical Gardens     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Sheffield Botanical Gardens is a wonderful example of a public park in its prime, from 
management and community involvement to high quality floral and plant displays and 
national collections. The enviable amount of committed community involvement in all 
aspects of the gardens, dating back to before friends groups were encouraged, to a 
major events venue which the audience are pleased to return the next day and help 
tidy up! Finally a truly dedicated maintenance team and passionate and 
knowledgeable Curator.  Sheffield Botanical Gardens has achieved and is maintaining 
the model of a modern city park many others are striving to achieve. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Close working between friends group and maintenance team and obvious dedication 
• Education on all levels from informative trails, simple and effective plant labelling, 
interpretation, leaflets and PHD research projects 
• A Hub for the city and community, well used yet immaculate 
• Continued programme of maintenance, repairs and development long after Heritage 
Lottery funding has been allocated 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

I don't feel there is anything I can add here 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Spa Gardens, Ripon    Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Ripon Spa Gardens are situated in the heart of Ripon, close to the Swimming Baths 
and Spa Hotel. Occupying some 3 hectares, the site includes a varied range of 
facilities for visitors, Cafe, Toilets, Bowling Green, Bandstand, Crazy Golf, Putting 
Green and themed floral displays, all maintained to a very high standard. The gardens 
are a perfect place to relax and enjoy the atmosphere of a traditional community park. 

Areas of Achievement 

The Friends of Spa Gardens work incredibly hard to encourage visitors to enjoy the 
site introducing a Green Man Trail to encourage Children and schools to explore the 
site. In addition they work with Harrogate Borough Council and site staff developing 
ideas and fundraising, recently securing funding to restore the Bronze Statue of 
Frederick Samuel. A themed display to celebrate the Olympics takes pride of place in 
the gardens and shows the commitment and imagination of those responsible for the 
future of the gardens. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The planned development of an area with a more natural meadow style of planting will 
encourage wildlife and help support butterflies, bees and beneficial insects, creating 
another area of interest for schools and families.  A site leaflet has been produced and 
is available in the internet but unfortunately was not available on site at the time of the 
visit. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Stewart's Burnby Hall Gardens & Museum Trust           Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Burnby Hall, Gardens and Museum is a beautifully presented and well balanced mix of 
gardens and visitor facilities. As you proceed through the new visitor centre and shop 
you are greeted by a huge expanse of water that provides a home for the National 
Collection of Nymphea (Water Lilies). The tea rooms and museum provide an 
opportunity to take refreshments and indulge in the rich history of Major Stewart's 
adventures. The gardens do not disappoint providing a series of new and established 
gardens, from the traditional perennial borders to a woodland stumpery. 

Areas of Achievement 

The gift and book shop designed to reflect the structure and style of the water lily, is 
both intriguing and environmentally sympathetic with a sedum roof.  The development 
of the stumpery garden in the woodland is an exciting feature borne out of the demise 
of elm trees which have suffered with that most destructive of problems, Dutch Elm 
Disease. Victorian, rockery and aviary gardens provide a varied range of interest. The 
play area and bandstand provide opportunities to enhance the experience. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Managing diverse visitor attractions is a continuous challenge and in the stumpery 
garden proposals to include sympathetic planting, such as hardy annual meadows, or 
woodland bulbs will further enhance the attraction of this secluded area.  



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Sutton Park, York       Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Although the house and park date to the 18th century the gardens were largely rebuilt 
in the 1960's thankfully some splendid mature specimen trees still form a backbone 
together with a good mix of trees and shrubs. The formal terraces and herbaceous 
borders all give wider interest and there is now a Falconry centre with its own displays. 
A vegetable garden and charming cafe offer further facilities. 

Areas of Achievement 

The mixed herbaceous planting giving extended colour and interest is well maintained 
with ongoing work and creative ideas for future if funding is available. Clearance of 
overgrown shrubbery to open new ways through.  Pathways and hard landscaping 
round ponds well kept and tidy.  Grass is well cared for throughout. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The signage needs to be clearer from start and throughout, possibly with a paper map 
available.  Develop a wildlife trail which could be added to with boxes, log piles etc. 
and encourage participation with a child friendly "I spy" quiz.  Information boards 
giving some of history and explaining wildlife to be seen (e.g. butterflies etc) would 
add to visitor experience.  Consider leaving an area of taller grass/wildflower with a 
mown maze for additional interest.  Relocate the beautiful seat currently wasted under 
dark trees with no view to an area in sun with a vista.  Could produce from the garden 
be used in the lovely cafe?  Consider a "Friends of gardens" group. 



Category 8E: Country Houses, Estates and Parks and Gardens 

Judges Comments 

 

Thorp Perrow Arboretum       Gold Rose Award     Category Winner 

Introduction 

Thorp Perrow covers some 100 acres of woodland, and is home to an incredible 
collection of Trees, further enhanced with sensitive and imaginative plantings of 
shrubs, perennials and native species. Situated North of Ripon and easily accessible 
from the A1, the site has a charm and tranquillity that can be enjoyed by families and 
enthusiasts alike. In addition to the Arboretum the woodland garden, Bird of Prey and 
Mammal centre extend the interest and make this an incredible day out for families.  

Areas of Achievement 

The arboretum accommodates an expanding collection of trees, many of which are 
rare and endangered in their native habitat. There are 5 National Plant Collections, 
Juglans, Tilia, Fraxinus, Cotinus and Laburnum. Access around the arboretum and 
woodland is very good and a map guides the visitor with specific advice for wheelchair 
users. The site offers an incredible range of guides and supporting information for 
schools and visitors alike, encouraging a closer engagement with what is one of the 
finest collections of trees in the country. Continuous development with the support of 
the Army and Leeds College of Art, provide an open teaching area and sculptures to 
further enhance the site. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Increasing visitor numbers is a continuous challenge for open air attractions with many 
families often making their choice at the very last minute. With the boom in smart 
phones the use of an 'App' to inform potential visitors is seen of increasing value. 
Access to information on site via QR Codes is also becoming very popular. The tea 
rooms, and plant centre are an essential element of the visit but the circulation route 
does not maximise visitor contact with each facility. Although it can be costly, re-
routing visitors both into and on exit can help increase spend.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

Ardsley Community Allotment                   Level Achieved:  Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

Setting up community allotment area so that plot holders can share produce and help 
each other with ideas on an area which had previously been a pony paddock. 
Developing composting areas. 
Fruit trees around boundary of site. 
There was a good spirit across the site of small manageable plots suitable for the first 
time allotment gardener.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Better use of poly tunnel. Needs to be full in summer. 
More use of raised beds. 
Look at better ways of composting and designing compost areas better. 
Collect rainwater which group are looking into. 
Bring in new growers. Share ideas and ways of growing 
Develop the fruit trees, Prune and shape while trees are young  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Bailiff Bridge Memorial Park                Level Achieved:   Thriving   

Areas of Achievement 

What was a run down park that has been sadly neglected for many years, has now 
been transformed into an attractive central feature of the town? The park is regularly 
used by many groups and organisations throughout the year, with much of the work in 
the park being done by volunteers. The project has been overseen by local resident, 
Malcolm Siltstone who has raised much needed funds to finance various projects over 
several years. Local groups and businesses have also given support to the various 
projects over the years. The new community centre is a great asset to the town and is 
already being well used by groups and local residents. The whole area including the 
river bank running through the town has been cleaned up and improved greatly. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The community centre is already attracting lots of events and local functions and has 
quickly established itself with residents. In the future it could play a wider community 
role by hosting environmental and gardening based events for the benefit of local 
groups and residents. It is encouraging to see the school adjacent to the park getting 
more involved in gardening, especially growing fruit and vegetables. I’m sure the 
school would benefit from a little extra help and support from the community to help 
get some of the project under way.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Barkisland in Bloom                            Level Achieved:     Thriving  

Areas of Achievement 

The group have established well and clearly show enthusiasm. They choose plant 
species, which work well in such a testing environment giving colourful displays at 
strategic locations. Much of the planting was very sustainable and plants chosen 
blended well with the landscape and were clearly in good condition. The group’s 
achievements were seen throughout the village, from the war memorial, Christ Church 
ashes garden, Scammonden Road junction, Millennium Garden and the Stainland 
Road roadside garden, all to be admired. The group is an integral part of the 
community, supporting and in turn being supported by residents and organisations. A 
fine example of commitment and “making a difference”. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Encouraging more residents to participate and be practically involved in future 
projects. Consider a sponsored plant a tree scheme and plant at key locations to 
ensure succession for future generations. Perhaps bring more shrubs into areas of 
mixed planting. In areas where people will linger or sit consider introducing more 
scented planting.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Castle Close, Northallerton       Level Achieved:  Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

This was an outstanding contribution to Northallerton, the grounds maintenance to this 
house site was first class. It not only had an array of colour and plant interest, the 
overall site gave pleasure to the people that lived their and the people who just walked 
through the site.  A special mention should be given to 110 and 113 Castle Close, 
again a good splash of colour, annuals, perennials, mature trees and shrubs, and 
finally wonderful vegetables. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Very difficult to comment on this part but it was noted where residents didn’t have a 
gardening flare or were unable to attend to their little patch these could be gardened 
by the neighbours not that any of these sites were untidy but a little more sustainable 
planting could be considered. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Chapeltown in Bloom       Level Achieved:     Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

An enthusiastic group who are working well together, supported by the library and 
have made notable contributions with planters, round the shopping centre and an 
abandoned green area used as a short cut. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The use of more perennial plants in the containers would help provide winter interest 
and easier maintenance 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Community Allotment Firth Park           Level Achieved:      Outstanding  

Areas of Achievement 

On entering Firth Park Community Allotment you step from dreary into an exciting, 
vibrant and full of community learning environment, which encourages you further in 
and to get involved. 
 
• Knowledge and awareness audience working with and who want to work with 
• Range of partners and funders who make Firth Park Community Allotment a success 
• Ability to turn a negative situation in to a positive and educational one e.g. bees in 
compost area 
• Growing range of projects and volunteer commitment 
• Informal learning and teaching in a structured but relaxed and fun environment 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• Good luck with establishing funding for the future and obtaining the next door 
allotment! 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Community Centre, Ossett                 Level Achieved:     Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

This is one of 3 projects established this year entered under the umbrella of Incredible 
Edible Wakefield with the aim of establishing and sustaining Community Growing 
Plots. Part of the area behind the Community Centre has been converted to 
manageable sized plots which are rented out to groups who are free to come to 
specific sessions for education and training or to look at the board for tasks to be 
completed at their leisure. Grant funding has been awarded for large planters which 
are used for rotation of a good variety of crops and Square foot gardening. Good use 
is made of the greenhouse and surrounding area for propagation and the strawberries 
look particularly healthy. There is evidence of good practice in water harvesting from 
the roof of the adjoining building, composting and recycling of pots from both 
supermarket and the police. Materials are also recycled between the other two 
projects. The website encourages net working between the members of the groups  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To continue to develop this project to include the other available land behind the 
Community Centre. It would be helpful to include the members of the group and plot 
holders in the judging process and to hear their stories.   To use some of the recycled 
material from the Island to define the paths between the plots. There is plenty of space 
to extend and place more raised beds on the redundant car parking space.   In the 
area under the trees, planting a wild flower meadow would encourage the local wildlife  
The managers of the Community centre have placed some attractive flower tubs 
around the entrance. This project could well be extended with some liaison between 
them and the plot holders and neighbouring residents.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Coupland Road, Garforth                   Level Achieved:       Outstanding  

Areas of Achievement 

A thriving group formed in April 2010 who held a street party for the Jubilee and are 
having another for the Olympics!! A very good community spirit they state the group 
now means that everyone knows each other and their activities have brought respect 
to the road. A member cuts all the hedges of the elderly and an individual garden 
competition is held annually. All barrier and lamp post baskets are by the group (and 
all the planters made by the group) and they do a weekly street clean to remove litter, 
dog fouling etc. Permission was obtained from the council to develop areas at the 
junction with Halliday Road and new beds and orchard area (area historically was 
orchards) were created and are maintained by the group. They raised funds to replace 
the fence to the rear of this area and have table top sales to raise funds. Additionally 
they have put in a new border and barrier baskets to the edge of parkland at the end 
of the road and have placed hanging baskets on a cage store to the rear of Sainsbury 
to mask this and go to the adjacent old people’s home with a choir and have a tea 
party. The group have really improved the quality of life in Coupland Road and are to 
be commended. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Look forward to seeing the new trellis for the climbing plants to the rear of the new 
beds at Halliday Road and the future plans for further floral features adjacent 
Sainsbury’s store. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Dec the Rec Community Organisation, Sowerby Bridge 

Level Achieved:         Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

This is a scheme to regenerate a worn out recreation area in Sowerby Bridge. It is a 
first class project run by a well- balanced committee consisting of children and adults. 
Children and adults are all encouraged to have their say and input ideas for the 
recreation ground and its design. Some of the design elements were left entirely to the 
children and they are making an excellent job of it. The children produce the designs 
and ideas and with the help of the adults it has become a successful project. All 
groups are catered for from toddlers to teenagers and local schools have been 
encouraged to assist with the project. The holistic approach has produced a most 
attractive and enjoyable area. Well done to all concerned!  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

This group is so enthusiastic and has produced such excellent results so far, that it 
would be presumptuous of me to make suggestions for improvement. They are full of 
good ideas for the future, and I wish them well and hope that they achieve all their 
future goals. Good luck with the bike and skate board park.! A most enjoyable visit. 
Thank you.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Devon Garden        Level Achieved:        Thriving               

Areas of Achievement 

Devon Gardens is a prime example of a Victorian Park in a square of once wealthy 
and opulent housing, an area that has seen tremendous change in the near 100 years 
the park has been in existence. The openness, safety and lack of litter and dog fouling 
are a direct result of the strong and effective stewardship agreement between Friends 
of Devon Gardens and Sheffield Park and Countryside Services.   

• Grant funding achieved to restore the park and fund ongoing projects 
• Cultural diversity of friends group and range of roles to assist with ongoing care of 
park 
• Informal events to engage new volunteers and ensure communication channels 
remain open 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• Consider a more formal programme of maintenance tasks to ensure weeds and 
overgrown areas are kept under control 
• Look forward to the completion of wildflower bank 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Earswick Scented Garden Project       Level Achieved:     Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

Great choice of plants and a wonderful colour scheme.  The fund raising for the 
project is a community effort and a credit to all concerned.  The grassed area is in first 
class condition and Graham and his helpers must be congratulated.  Despite recent 
vandalism and theft the project is progressing well and is an outstanding 
neighbourhood entry.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Perhaps consider a community greenhouse in the village to grow plants from 
propagation and seed sowing to save on cost.  Encourage more young people to 
become involved in the project.  It would be nice to see a poster advertising Yorkshire 
in Bloom and 'Judging Day' to keep local residents informed (you could involve young 
people by having a poster competition!).  Consider a newsletter on the notice board to 
keep residents informed about your progress. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Elmwood Close                      Level Achieved:               Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

Elmwood Close is a very small part of the Upper Hopton Village and whilst they are 
engaging in and contributing to the village entry into Yorkshire in Bloom for 2012 they 
are undertaking very positive work in their own neighbourhood.   The residents 
gardening scheme includes the enhancement of the street environment, individual 
permanent planting providing a range of tree and shrub species and gardens ranging 
from vegetable growing through to wildlife gardening techniques.  Their most exciting 
project, in the process of being established, is the orchard planned for a redundant 
school field in close proximity.   There is a strong sense of working together and 
judges recognise the determination they have to fulfil their aims and objectives. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

There are limitations as to what the entry can do to enhance the street scene but 
perseverance is needed to work with the local authority on what can be permitted.  
Resident might consider opening the view of individual front gardens so that 
neighbours visitors can appreciate the individual styles of gardening. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Friends of Highfields Community Orchard    Level Achieved:   Improving 

Areas of Achievement 

We commend the commitment and dedication of the Friends group in adopting a piece 
of unused and unloved land for community use, against significant challenges. An 
extremely good start has been made towards the goal of turning the land into a 
community orchard that can be used and enjoyed by all of the community. It was 
pleasing to see that particular thought had gone into welcoming children into the 
orchard and providing play equipment for them. It is also pleasing that they have been 
involved in projects such as making bird boxes that enhance the space and encourage 
wildlife. The judges would also like to commend the group on the good relationships 
and partnerships that they are making with other local organisations such as church 
and community college.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We recognise the uncertainties that you face with long term tenancy, however we 
would recommend that you consider developing plans and a strategy for your future 
work and direction and that this may help your case to retain use of the orchard. We 
understand that in these early years of development all donations have been welcome 
and valuable. Now that you have a base stock perhaps you could begin to consider 
which varieties of fruit and trees grow best and will give you what you are looking for in 
future years 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Friends of Parkinsons Park             Level Achieved:     Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

This newly formed group have successfully worked with a local housing developer to 
save the fields for community use as the mill owner who bequeathed them had 
originally intended.  Working with the appointed contractor to clear litter and 
undergrowth on the entire site and erecting new gates.  Holding their first community 
event to celebrate the Jubilee on the park which 200 local people attended. 
Securing £100 per house per year from the new housing development for the 
maintenance of the park.  Encouraging biodiversity on the site using such means as 
Hedge laying/wild flower planting/planting tree’s from the woodland trust. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Carry on with plans to install two new benches in the park.  Look into the 106 
agreements that should be in place between the council and the developer to see if 
there is any scope for more funds.  Encourage local groups/ new housing residents for 
work teams in the future to increase the ownership of the site.  Look into a full site 
survey using quadrates and establish local species wild flower meadows.  Meet with 
the contractor so you can ascertain the amount of funding available for the site and 
prioritise the work accordingly.  Develop a management plan for the park based not 
only around costings for the maintenance but the biodiversity of the site and the long 
term vision.  Continue to search for a legal verification of the bequest.  It may assist 
with grant funding applications to have an artist draw a visualisation of the vision for 
the completed park or to computer generate such a vision.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Fulford in Bloom                           Level Achieved:      Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The Fulford in Bloom are to be congratulated on their achievement in bringing a 
variety of local organisations together to improve their village; there are too many 
individuals and groups to single out a mention as they all play a vital role. Despite 
some litter bins being removed by the Local Authority, no litter could be found and the 
whole area was clean and tidy.  It was good to see a colour scheme being used for the 
summer planting.  Fulford are a good hardworking bloom group and the village should 
be proud of them. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Fulford is a very large Neighbourhood entry and consideration should be given to 
entering the Large Village category in Yorkshire in Bloom. The area is too large to be 
judged in the time allocated.  Try and get the Local Authority to support you with grass 
cutting and also keep them informed of local events.  Place posters around the village 
about Yorkshire in Bloom and 'Judging Day'. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Greenwood Terrace Conservation Group       Level Achieved:    Outstanding  

Areas of Achievement 

Excellent Community spirit from both sides! of the street,   The Gated areas at the rear 
of the houses were a delighted, with many residents using the space to grow 
vegetables and flowers even the odd grape vine or two!  Applying for grant aid to 
cover some of the costs of fencing-gates.  Recycling of flag stones and other 
materials, the use of old pipes and gas bottles to grow plants in. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Perhaps more use of the frontage, with hanging pots / baskets on the lampposts or the 
odd planter or two where possible to give more colours to visitors. 
Keep trying to encourage everyone to do their bit. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Grenoside Green                             Level Achieved:     Developing         

Areas of Achievement 

The introduction of water collection and composting on the site will, help both with site 
maintenance and to advertise environmental issues.  The involvement of the adjacent 
school with some of the planting will encourage a sense of ownership.  The use of this 
central area for events makes it a well used area for the village. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The weather means that the planting has become a little neglected but we are sure 
this will be put right when conditions allow.  Monitor the litter bin when put in place to 
see if it is used, and reduces litter problems.  Consider how the perennial weeds can 
be removed, it may need some weed killer to ensure there is no re growth. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Heeley City Farm                          Level Achieved:         Thriving  

Introduction 

A wonderful example of a City Farm, where every opportunity is taken and everything 
is recycled and put to another use – several times! 

Areas of Achievement 

A wonderful example of a City Farm, where every opportunity is taken and everything 
is recycled and put to another use – several times! 
 
• The farm is open 24hours a day and is used by the community, from dawn cups of 
tea to sculptures arriving overnight 
• There are a wide range of businesses which are involved or support the farm from 
donation of cardboard to the over summering of Christmas Trees 
• There are opportunities for enterprise and learning for all on site from people with 
learning difficulties, community payback, schools, families and the community through 
the animals, cafe, grown produce and garden centre. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Highfield Court Roundabout           Level Achieved:            Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

Damaged rutted grass roundabout has been transformed into an attractive colourful 
focal point for the residents of Highfield Court. Shows how consultation and 
partnership working with the local authority can save them money on ongoing 
maintenance and encouraging local residents to take charge of the planting and 
maintenance.  Displays of Summer and Winter flowering bedding plants bring colourful 
displays to the area, and a stoned plant free margin with larger boulders to stop 
vehicle damage 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Shrubs in the centre of the bed would benefit from professional pruning and shaping.  
Encourage more residents to grow and Maintain their own bedding plants 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Hunmanby Allotments                    Level Achieved:    Thriving  

Areas of Achievement 

Excellent work creating the allotments in such a short time. It is good to see a well 
maintained and well used allotment site creating a community hub. Good to hear 
about the future plans for the woodland walk and daffodil planting enhancing the walk 
to the village, pond and wildflower meadow.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider Awards for All for funding new projects such as planting further native shelter 
belts to increase the wildlife and lessen the impact of the wind. Maybe consider 
planting a community orchard with heritage varieties. The funding could also help with 
other facilities maybe a composting toilet if required and would also assist with 
interpretation boards if required for the woodland walk.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Incredible Edible Eastfield          Level Achieved:     Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The Judges were very impressed with the overall enthusiasm and drive shown by the 
dedicated team. The effort that has been put in to date to overcome some quite 
challenging areas is outstanding and all should be complemented on their efforts. 
The Dell is an amazing area to be running through the heart of Eastfield, the planting 
of fruit trees etc. and encouraging foraging can only increase its use and it importance 
to the community.  The removal of shrubs from the planters not only opens up the 
views but adds colour and a cared for feel to the high street.  The planting of the new 
wall besides Proudfoots, improves the entrance onto the high street creating a safe 
calming area.  It was nice to see school children out picking litter and your work with 
school children and all your primary schools is to be commended.  ‘Incredible Story 
Boxes’ such a great idea to encourage children to eat fruit and veg through reading 
and play. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Possible inclusion of an entrance from the old peoples flats into the new incredible 
memories garden. This we believe would include them with your plans and may 
develop into them helping in the gardens future upkeep.  The possibility of a memories 
board in the garden where people would pay a fee every year to have a loved one’s 
name included, this in turn would help generate funds for the gardens upkeep and 
future projects.  To create a blueprint of the area plotting what the group would like to 
achieve in terms of hard and soft landscape/features and annually reflect their 
achievements. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

James Street, Thornton                  Level Achieved:      Improving  

Areas of Achievement 

The area was run down and a gathering area for youngsters with high levels of litter 
and graffiti. Working closely with police, local residents and in consultation with the 
Co-Operative who are the owners of the land an attractive area has been created. The 
raised beds, new paving and new seats have made a pleasant area to sit and 
problems for the neighbours have ended. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would be advisable to continue to plant perennials and more sustainable planting to 
help with costs. Annual bedding needs more care and costs more in the long run. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Kirkby Close Residents                 Level Achieved:     Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

This area was seen in spring as part of the Goole tour but did not shine as it did on the 
summer tour when it was judged on its own account as a new entrant.  The work 
undertaken by the eight residents here is outstanding and provides a beautiful 
residential area for all at the Close. All of the people are involved from planning, 
planting and maintenance throughout the year and have achieved something all who 
live and visit Goole can be very pleased with as it is enhancing the area around Elsie 
Street for all to enjoy.  The level of maintenance is excellent as there are no weeds 
around the whole site, back, front and side and woe-betide any that dare to appear. 
The plant quality is very good especially in the hanging baskets and hay racks on the 
balconies. The containers on the ground floor are also of high quality as is the 
permanent planting that is taking over as the season’s progress and more work is 
undertaken.  Mike has a fair hand with the lawns which are looking superb and 
enhance and set the whole area off very well. A thank you to all involved for a very 
delightful visit. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue with the permanent planting of the baskets, planters and hay racks but do 
leave a little place for some seasonal bedding to ensure the bright colour aspect. 
The planned introduction of more roses is good and will ease the workload a bit during 
the busy seasonal planting times.  Contact the Environment Section of the Council to 
look at rationalizing the number of recycling bins to the back of the Close which will 
give some more room to develop possible veg and fruit plantings.  A plea to the 
Council Parks chappie might prove fruitful of some seasonal bedding in return for the 
excellent maintenance undertaken by the residents on their behalf. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Laburnum Grove Community Gardens       Level Achieved:      Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

The group has been making good progress with a number of improvements and new 
planting in the area. This year however the council grass cutting on a large area of 
land has become completely overgrown to the detriment of the area. However, the 
areas of grass maintained directly by the group were in good order. The group has 
made progress in getting a large hedge removed, as it has been killed and left as 
3metre high stumps. They have acquired a greenhouse to grown plants for the 
communal areas and this is now up and running. They have also just been awarded a 
grant for further development of the area. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The group is aware of the need to consider the plant selection and maintenance of the 
flower beds. The main issue to resolve is the maintenance of the grass areas that they 
do not maintain, as in its current state it disadvantages improvements to the whole 
area. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Mytholmroyd Station Partnership                Level Achieved:      Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The group are to be congratulated for their dedicated efforts in the face of extreme 
challenges. The station environs have been transformed giving users a pleasant and 
enjoyable experience. All the hard work in the station, cleaning, painting and the 
planning and planting up the new garden area by the volunteers is to be applauded. 
The gardens seen in Streamside Fold were immaculate and extremely well maintained 
as was the “village green” at the junction of Cragg Road and Scout Road. The group 
clearly work successfully with a number of organisations, groups and individuals, 
promoting participation and a pride in the area of which they should be very proud. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The group have correctly identified the station building as an opportunity for future 
community development, and the judges readily support this proposal and encourage 
the group’s endeavours.  The overgrown shrubs and climbing ivy screen the arches 
and marvellous stonework of the station structure. It may be prudent to consider their 
removal and replacement with lower growing shrubs for more colours and also open 
up the views to the station structure. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Newport, East Yorkshire               Level Achieved:      Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

Newport is a newcomer to the “In Bloom” fold and what a surprise this area of 
Humberside is as we were taken around the village by Cara and the girls. The whole 
area is alive with local heritage from the small cottages to a 9 mile canal to old 
brickworks to old orchard remnants.   The local primary school was housed in an 
original old school house but the children there have made their mark by setting out 
their intent on gardening to a great extent from courtyard plantings of flowers and veg 
to wildflower areas and woodland plantings that are first class.  The walk along the 
footpath around the old clay quarries, now fishing lakes, has to be a benefit to the 
local community as a natural area abounding in flora and fauna. The main road in the 
village is very colourful with many planter tubs, hanging baskets and raised flower 
beds all well planted and maintained to a high standard. The Jolly Sailor and Kings 
Cross pubs are also well decked out with flowers of a high standard which show a 
commitment to the village life.  The housing gardens, of which there are many, are 
excellent and it is difficult to highlight any one in particular as outstanding above the 
others. The area was clean and tidy, no graffiti and litter of any consequence. 
A Good Start 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

As a fledgling group there has to be major decisions on how it is taken further and an 
honest commitment has to be made to ensure an “In Bloom” group develops as a 
lasting force able to deliver the task of village promotion.  The planned community 
orchard development has to be a feature to look forward to and needs careful planning 
in the early stages to ensure longevity.  The woodland area around the old brick 
quarries hold a massive potential for woodland areas, sites of special interest (SSI’S) 
and has to be developed sensitively to the surrounding area with some special input 
from experts in the field working with the local group.  Continued support from local 
business, Parish Councils and East Riding Council has to be cultivated to make sure 
all due support, both physical and financial is achieved. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Northcliffe Allotment Society               Level Achieved:             Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

Mrs Vidler has done a tremendous work for the Allotment Society, including raising 
large amounts of money for a wide range of projects. This is a major undertaking 
trying to reinstate a large allotment site, involving clearing plots and getting in new 
tenants. They have amended the letting conditions to reduce the time before a plot 
can be re let, therefore hopefully reducing the deterioration of the plot. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The members are clearing an overgrown and derelict area to create an orchard - we 
hope it will be a real success.  We feel that in order to encourage prospective tenants, 
from the long waiting list, to quickly take up a vacant plot, some method of cultivating 
(possibly for a payment) the plot so that the first timer is not put off by the difficulties of 
getting started. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Old Mill Grove Gardening Club           Level Achieved:         Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

It was good to see the community working together to achieve a number of 
environmental improvements in the area and making it a better place in which to live. 
It was also impressive how the enthusiasm for improvements were being spread to a 
wider area of the community and to see the involvement of children. 
Very well done. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It may be helpful to develop new partnerships, working with other organisations and to 
pursue grant aid, sponsorship etc.   It would also be useful to have a longer term plan 
say for three years   Consider Removing the elderberry bushes from the beds. They 
will grow very big! 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Residents and Friends of Trafalgar Square    Level Achieved:     Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The new wild flower border although not fully in flower at the time of judging will 
certainly brighten up the square as well as encourage bees and insects.  The 
maintenance of the borders and the quality of the planting is testament to the hard 
work of the members of the gardening club. All should be very proud of their efforts. 
Your crusade against dog fouling is well thought out and appears to be very effective.  
The overall balance between the hard and soft landscaping elements is very 
qualitative and has totally enhanced Trafalgar Square. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider changing the shape of the wild flower border to follow the contour of the 
area.  An insect house in the centre of the wild flower border would be a feature and at 
the same time provide a habitat for insects.  It may be useful to add an interpretation 
board for this area.  The planting around the boat although colourful needs to be 
thought out more and the boat needs to be more prominent and highlighted with 
appropriate planting.   Consideration to be given to creating a bird feeder station and 
also the introduction of bird/bat boxes within the mature trees. This would give an 
added dimension to what is a truly outstanding ongoing project. (The current bird table 
needs to be removed as it is not in keeping with the landscape). 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Rishworth Environmental Group         Level Achieved:         Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The group clearly don’t shy away from adversity with the challenges of bleak 
conditions at Booth Wood reservoir met, and resolve being tested with the longer-term 
goal at the Mill Pond. The introduction of the Rishworth Walks and community clean 
up activities promote awareness of the local environment amongst the wider 
community. With fundraising and pot recycling initiatives it’s clear that although 
established for only four years the group show a determination for the future, a very 
well done for such commitment and enthusiasm. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

With such a positive start to the group’s endeavours it would seem prudent to carry 
out an analysis of Rishworth area and sites to help determine future short and long 
term plans. This would also support the engagement of additional residents who may 
have immediate sites and issues that they would like to be involved with. However 
there is still much to be done at the Mill Pond area, which is a very special place and 
lucky to have such a committed group to care for it. Given the size of the group at the 
moment perhaps efforts would be valuable concentrated around the Mill Pond to 
ensure its survival and development. In the fullness of time an information board for 
the site might be a good idea. Encourage Pennine Housing to spray smaller margins 
in the grass areas. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Ruswarp Garden Society                 Level Achieved:           Thriving  

Areas of Achievement 

The main entrance to Ruswarp is very attractive and welcoming; a boat donated by 
pleasure cruises was in place and very well planted in the very topical Olympic theme. 
The interpretation of an Olympic torch was a fun item to include. The carved Monk 
placed in the border of the green, like the boat was a reflection of the area's heritage. 
The station furniture was well maintained, the tub which was donated by the villagers, 
was planted with sustainable planting. The judges thought the wild flower area at the 
station a good idea for this inaccessible danger zone. The team planted up the village 
hall, the school frontage and the church approach. The judges commented on the 
excellent range of sustainable plants and shrubs and in particular we were impressed 
by the recycling of last year’s plants e.g. Hostas and prims which were thoughtfully 
placed in the shade. The hard working team are self funding accepting donations from 
local businesses. The team use a water bowser filled from water butts, which further 
demonstrates this team’s awareness of conservation issues. Impressive herbaceous 
border against the back drop of the church wall. The street furniture was well 
maintained and the area was free of litter. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

This hard working team do splendid work but only a small number of local people are 
involved. Perhaps it would be beneficial to forge greater links within the village 
community by promoting the 'In Bloom' team. Community participation can also 
include fund raising and the publicizing of activities.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Scarbororugh Old Town             Level Achieved:       Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

Kendalls Dwellings, the hard work of one person is paying dividends for all the 
residents of the flats.  The houses along St Mary’s street were a riot of colour and 
Rachel Jenkinson rear garden was stunning.  The red white and blue house is really 
getting into the spirit of the Diamond jubilee.  The planting and maintenance of the 
garden in front of the old Quaker meeting house is very well done and totally in 
keeping with its surroundings. The volunteers should be very proud of their efforts. 
The planter in the garden on the corner of Springfield road had a very good choice of 
plants.  There were some good examples of business involvement with shops and 
pubs colourfully decorated with flowers and bunting. The judges were impressed with 
the three circular flower beds designed by the children of Friarage junior school 
(Diamond jubilee theme). 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The building of raised vegetable beds on the old substation in Friarage community 
primary school will be a welcome addition to the entry.  The possibility of forming a 
school gardening club to continue your good work with the school.  A little bit more 
care in preparing the judging route. Going off route sometimes shows up weedy 
corners and litter. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Sherburn in Bloom          Level Achieved:      Developing  

Areas of Achievement 

The sponsorship support to an enthusiastic mix of the community in bridge building is 
to be highly commended. As shown in the Wolsey Parade display and Sherburn High 
Schools involvement. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Time spent on serious cleaning up after severe weed killing would greatly improve and 
enhance the committed in blooms entry. The ongoing planned alterations to the Parish 
Garden by the Library will greatly improve this area. More combined help and support 
will make a great difference to Sherburn. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Siegens Court, Morley       Level Achieved:       Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The judges commend the way that residents have taken to heart the principle of 
owning and improving their neighbourhood and ensuring that it can be enjoyed by 
everyone. Keith, who was the instigator of the improvements, can be proud, not only 
of his own charming garden but also of the fact that he has inspired so many others. It 
is particularly pleasing that those residents who are unable to tackle their gardens are 
being helped by Churchwell School and that the school is active in establishing bonds 
with the community. Local environmental quality was excellent which once again 
demonstrates the pride that residents have in their area 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would be useful to know a little more about future plans and ideas for further 
improvement, might you consider a wildflower area. Would it be possible to meet 
representatives from the school and hear about how the links have benefited the 
school? We would also have liked to learn a little more about how you recycle and re-
use resources. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Slippy Lane Community Allotments, Mixenden     

 Level Achieved:             Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

Mixenden Community Gardens is only in its second year and it was good to meet so 
many members of the group who are to be congratulated as they achieved so much in 
that time. They engaged with the Pennine Housing Association and used College 
students to design and build the Community Allotments They have used many 
innovations to cope with this sloping site which was partly overgrown residential 
gardens and partly scrub land. The Notice board is an excellent feature with clock and 
the gutters acting as a water collecting point for the water butt. The raised beds make 
life easier for the more mature gardeners and there is a good mixture of fruit trees at 
the perimeter. Well done for having such prolific fruit and vegetables in spite of the 
rather cold summer. Good practice was evident in the composting and recycling of 
materials. There was a strong community spirit with sharing of excess vegetables with 
some going to the church lunch club. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To encourage younger gardener the group plan to have social events such as a 
Halloween Evening with the pumpkins they are growing. The entrance to the Allotment 
area could be enhanced with the maintenance of the wooden board and some art 
work in the frame. Also some planting of either perennials or vegetables from the 
gateway to the allotment entrance would make a feature of the cobbled road which 
also needs to be litter free. Watering has not been a problem this year but plans 
should be made for future years e.g. looking for natural spring water in a well.  If plans 
to carve the tree stump do not come to fruition then it would make an excellent frame 
for a climbing plant.  Continue with the development of this exciting project. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Sowerby Bridge Canal Basin         Level Achieved:              Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

Since our last visit, parts of the area have been tidied up and are looking a lot smarter. 
Entrance to the basin, with its bronze sculpture of a bargee and boy opening the lock, 
is impressive and sets a good tone for the entrance. The baskets hanging in the basin, 
all made by Sheila Tordoff, are to be commended and have brightened and improved 
the area. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

There is litter around the car park and lock areas and the grass needs cutting. 
Perhaps the Canal company could be persuaded to work with the voluntary groups to 
provide help in this aspect and to provide litter bins. It would appear that a little more 
practical effort is required by the "In Bloom" group to support and assist the leaders. 
An overall development plan, designed by all members of the canal basin working 
together, would help to ensure a more cohesive and successful outcome.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Spindlewood Neighbourhood Watch        Level Achieved:       Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

There is a very good welcome to the Spindlewood estate as it is approached from the 
main road and the colourful seasonal bedding plantings at the entrance enhance the 
permanent planting running down the boundary fence line.   There is a sense of 
community spirit here as all residents seem to be determined to ensure they have a 
hand in making sure all is well kept and maintained and what is further along the 
estate roads is very good quality house gardens that are well planned, clean and tidy 
with a mass of colour from all aspects of hanging baskets, planters and landscaped 
gardens which set the living style around the estate.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to develop the permanent planting along the entrance boundary fences to 
thicken up that already undertaken and encourage more flora & fauna around the 
woodland edge.  There is some weed developing around the road edges and kerbs 
that need to be addressed and watched for the future.  Probably now is the time to 
look at some of the older planting around the estate and consider replacement for the 
future and draft up a 3 or 5 year plan to look at this. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

St John the Baptist Church, Wilberfoss       Level Achieved:     Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

The group looking after the church and its surrounds have achieved some good 
results.  It was a very good idea for the vicar to use the flower money to purchase 
plants for the beds.  There was a good variety of plants with annuals enhancing the 
permanent planting.  Good use of the font in the church yard and the re-cycling of 
polyanthus.  There was good distribution of short and long grass with paths and it was 
good to hear that consultation had taken place re the wild life areas.  It was good to 
see the church being used by the community during our visit.  Good planting of the 
large container by seat and maintained by one person.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to develop the wild life areas and do more to keep the areas tidy (grass 
cutting and strimming). Provide different habitats such as log piles and bat/bird boxes. 
Re- paint the seat and the trough container.  Further diversify tree planting possibly 
with Rowan. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

St John's Church, Horbury Bridge       Level Achieved:     Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

This is one of 3 projects established this year entered under the umbrella of Incredible 
Edible Wakefield with the aim of establishing and sustaining Community Growing 
Plots.  This project uses a redundant space behind the church to create community 
plots which are rented out and are full of a good variety of vegetables and fruits. They 
are well laid out with paths created from recycled stone. There is plenty of evidence of 
good practice with water collected butts from the gutters on the church roof, 
composting, collecting leaf mould and use of recycled materials. The adjacent school 
encourages the children to visit the garden for vegetable quizzes and there are ample 
interpretation boards for them to identify the plants. The garden furniture is well 
maintained and there is good relationship between the plot holders and the church 
gardeners. It was good to see a hedgehog corner. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue to enhance the relationships between the plot holders, the congregation and 
the school children.  The school children might be encouraged to make bug or mini 
beast hotels or bird and bat boxes in lessons and then be invited to place them in the 
garden and watch them being put in surrounding trees. It would be helpful to include 
the members of the group and plot holders, Church members and school children in 
the judging process and to hear their stories.  The hedgehog house might be made 
more of a feature by using recycled pallet.  One of the plots might be specifically 
designated to the school to encourage the children to grow plants from seeds and 
then plant them outdoors.  Consider an open day to publicise this great example of 
community growing plots.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Sunny Bank Tenants Association Brighouse      Level Achieved:   Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The flats at sunny bank are for residents over 55 years of age and during the past 12 
years the gardens and grounds have been greatly improved by residents who take 
pride in their environment. Many residents are actively involved and tend either the 
area in front of their flat or part of the communal gardens. The gardens have been 
improved by pruning back large trees and shrubs and by forming new flower beds. A 
memorial bed planted with roses has been established and there is an area where 
tomatoes and other vegetables are grown. All garden waste is composted and water is 
collected in butts to allow containers and hanging baskets to be watered through the 
summer months.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To help reduce the amount of work needed in some of the flower beds; it might be 
worth considering planting a selection of low maintenance plants to reduce the 
workload. The gardens are lovely and an open day might encourage support and help 
from the wider community.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Swinton Court Good Neighbour Association Children’s Gardening Club 

Level Achieved:      Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

The pride the group take in their community was obvious and it was impressive to 
learn of the amount of support they have from a wide variety of organisations. Also 
impressive was the turnout of supporters on the day and it was lovely to see children 
involved in the groups work.  It is clear that the group have already achieved a lot for 
the area. It was impressive to see the new fence for the proposed wildflower area and 
to hear that they had received help from the Harrogate Biodiversity group to produce a 
superb bug hotel and advice on making birdfeeders. The new nest boxes should soon 
attract occupants!  Work done on tending gardens for the elderly and disabled is 
highly commendable.  It is good that the group now have a constitution and group 
bank account. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Now that the group are constituted it might be good to get together each month, 
perhaps, to discuss gardening activities in the area and make plans.  It might be 
possible to get local gardeners to donate spare perennial plants to go in the raised 
beds. Even though thinking about some perennial planting might be more expensive 
to start with it will save money in the end and you can use your own splitting of plants 
in new areas on the site.  Consider enriching the soil in the old raised planters with 
compost, perhaps your own as it comes on stream. Consider activities targeting the 
children. Perhaps they could be encouraged to grow radishes and other fast growing 
crops they can eat. Consider little competitions within the group for children, who can 
grow the biggest sunflower is a well tested one.  The raised beds with herbs were 
nice, perhaps more herbs could be introduced in some beds.  Remember the 
Yorkshire in Bloom Mentors is happy to talk to you about projects and give advice on 
gardening within your group. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

The Beighton Orchard      Level Achieved:     Outstanding 

Areas of Achievement 

This well established project continues to thrive and develop, becoming an important 
project within the community. The programme of holding grafting days to demonstrate 
grafting, but also allowing people to grow their own and eventually plant orchards in 
other locations. The changes to maintenance programs to further encourage bio 
diversity with an aim to also reduce pest attacks on the apples. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider the idea of introducing new fruit planting to demonstrate growing in small 
gardens; this can be done with a mix of root stocks and/or trailing methods. Keep the 
open days and work with schools in order to promote the orchard and encourage its 
use in educational programmes. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

The Island, Horbury Bridge              Level Achieved:      Developing 

Areas of Achievement 

This is one of 3 projects established this year entered under the umbrella of Incredible 
Edible Wakefield with the aim of establishing and sustaining Community Growing 
Plots. This is essentially a large private garden which was overgrown where the 
householder has allowed the group to create and rent plots to the mutual benefit of 
both. There is plenty of evidence of good gardening practice both in the square and 
wheel plots and in the greenhouse. Good use of woodchip from the council to create 
the paths and recycled fencing to make the compost bins. The garden is also a good 
source of stones and bricks which are used in other projects. Good composting 
methods provide a natural home for wildlife and it was good to see a toad nestling 
under one of the covers. Sharing skills is demonstrated by using the apple tree is for 
cuttings to demonstrate grafting.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue with the development of the garden into more plots as the householder 
permits and the clearance of the stone and bricks. Encourage the plans to delegate 
this project to a lead plot holder. Raised beds here would help Joyce and her friends 
and neighbours to more easily grow their own vegetables   It was nice to meet Yvonne 
and it would have good to meet Joyce and in future it would be helpful to include the 
members of the group and plot holders in the judging process to hear their stories. 
Continue to assist Joyce in developing the wildlife aspect of the garden.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

The Stocksbridge Clocktower          Level Achieved:      Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The development plan and the implementation of it means that a very large project 
has been and continues to be talked in manageable pieces. The grass cutting must be 
noted on this very steep site and with this years weather conditions it has been 
maintained to a high standard. The involvement of the local community to effectively 
rescue, and restore, the war memorial and surrounding park land. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Some thought could be given to the plants used in the bedded areas, both to increase 
impact and possibly reduce maintenance. Ensure that maintenance to the ivy takes 
place to control it and avoid it becoming overgrown again. To establish if the area 
below the clock tower will support plant growth, if not consider how it is to be 
maintained. 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

The Wildflower Garden Crow Nest Park      Level Achieved:     Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The dedication and enthusiasm of this group is obvious even on a very wet day. The 
large greenhouse is used to great advantage for cultivation and education Over the 
years this derelict kitchen garden has been transformed into several habitats including 
the wildflower garden. They demonstrated shear hard graft by digging over the Wild 
Flower area each year to ensure maximum impact. How wonderful to see Bugloss 
flowering in amongst the wildflower meadow.  The group raised £200 by holding a 
plant sale. They also demonstrated innovative inexpensive ways of propagation plants 
in recycled newspaper containers.  In spite of petty vandalism they and the 
Soroptomists have ensured this garden is kept open for all to enjoy.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Kirklees are involved in the grass cutting and it may be useful to involve them further 
in managing the trees behind the wall by crown lifting them to enable more light into 
the garden.  The group may wish to consider planting some espalier trees against 
some of the walls under the trees. The wild flower garden might be divided into 
sections to see which method of cultivation proves to be most successful.  Consider, 
with assistance from the volunteers, painting the white walls in the shed area a more 
neutral colour to further enhance the natural and restful atmosphere of the garden. 
Some undercover seats would be beneficial for visitors to sit and enjoy the wonderful 
tranquillity of the garden but they would b need to be vandal proof and firmly bolted to 
the floor.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Whirlow Hall Farm Trust                       Level Achieved:    Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

A friendly and inviting community farm, where all contributions are welcome and 
volunteer support have created a productive, learning and beautiful environment. 
• Large number of volunteers who are committed, enthusiastic and very 
knowledgeable 
• Growing areas, variety and volume of produce, investment in growing including 
glasshouse, strawberries and tomatoes 
• Impressive and productive links with local businesses, particularly the creation of the 
sponsored vineyard 
• New projects created through volunteer enthusiasm and knowledge, in particular the 
new bee hives 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Continue as you are, with great enthusiasm and strength in your volunteer 
programmes. With regards some of your ornamental planting areas around the car 
park and educational area, consider planting more sustainable plants to form a 
backdrop to the bedding displays and a splash of colour and texture during winter 
months 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Willerton Close            Level Achieved:          Thriving 

Areas of Achievement 

The residents of Willerton Close are justly proud of the diversity of colour, design and 
structure of their gardens. There is good choice of plants for the area with cooperation 
between the residents in plant sharing and discussions about their gardens. One 
source of discussion was the pink and purple lineria which was growing freely in many 
gardens. Threatened with a development of the nearby woodland they have joined 
forces to mount a ‘Save our Green Belt’ campaign and many houses displayed poster. 
Good gardening practice was evident with composting and water harvesting.  
The roads were free of litter and dog fouling. Mr Hall continues to encourage his 
neighbours in spite of his recent operation. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The one or two neglected gardens in the Close, with consent from the owners, would 
benefit from the gardening skills of the residents with some time to spare. It would 
have been interesting to meet more residents and to share in their gardening 
practices.  The cul de sac in the Close would make an excellent area for a plant sale 
or community events and/or to have some community planters particularly across the 
end wall.  



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Windmill Meadows/Moorfield Way       Level Achieved:    Improving 

Areas of Achievement 

The initial cutting back of overgrown shrubbery, partial clearing of site and replanting. 
Good plans in place to further improve area and develop another site. Gardens 
generally tidy with some innovative planting.  Working with the "In Bloom" group. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Would like to hear more of recycling and conservation.  It would be good to hear more 
from other residents in this area, is it possible to have a newsletter for this community? 
Further developments in accordance with plans particularly to complete the shrubbery 
area> 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

Woodside Flats, Boothtown, Halifax    Level Achieved:     Thriving  

Areas of Achievement 

The Garden area around Woodside Flats are a credit to Douglas , Vicki and Dot who 
have created an oasis of colour on a minimal budget using recycled materials such as 
roof slats to make arches and a dust bin to create a strawberry bed. The garden is 
regarded as an asset to Pennine housing and the surrounding residents. They have 
grown their own plants from seeds and used cutting to create colourful perennial 
borders. They have created a bed with height and form at the front of the flats and a 
more open and relaxed planting at the rear.  They have established strong links with 
the local youngsters at Boothtown Rascals and are encouraging their gardening skills. 
The composting bins are used by all residents for their vegetable peeling and once a 
hedgehog was spotted they have desisted from using slug pellets.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

To ensure the gardens are enjoyed by the local community a social event might be 
planned in the gardens and this would also assist with fundraising.  A hedgehog house 
could be created in one of the behind the scenes areas to assist with slug control. 
There are walls and railing which might benefit by planting several clematis or 
honeysuckle to add more colour at different seasons.  The brick bin shed might be 
camouflaged by planting around it.  The square beds accommodating the Box trees 
might well be enhanced with some annual planting such as begonias.  Continue the 
very dedicated efforts as the results are so worthwhile 



Category 10: Neighbourhoods 

Assessors Comments  

 

YHA Whitby                 Level Achieved:      Thriving    

Areas of Achievement 

Whitby YHA is in a beautiful house with an historic garden, which a small group of 
local ladies are gradually restoring to its former glory. The volunteers have overcome 
major site difficulties such as poor soil and the elements. A good mix of perennials, 
fruit bushes, fruit trees and herbs were selected for their suitability to the conditions. 
Good practice is in place for collecting water and composting. The team have restored 
the physic garden planting the herbs within a box hedging indeed it is a credit to them. 
The future plans have been considered and with extra funds and volunteers the team 
are determined to realize their aims.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The judges felt that the team should consider using the house and gardens which has 
great potential for fund raising. Events held in the YHA could render valuable publicity 
and attract funds from local businesses. Consider inviting wildlife "Watch" group to 
further enhance your ongoing wild life activities. Involving young people, for example 
"Life Stylers" could give a little support to the dedicated team and in return the team 
could pass on some of their knowledge and skills to the children. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Brightside Nursery Infant School and Children's Centre    

Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The impact of the gardening activities can be viewed on arrival, displays of lilies at the 
entrance and wall planters set the scene. The use of outdoor space is very important 
to the school and ranges from formal areas, through to a wildlife wood. The school 
also promotes activity to parents in the local community; this includes walking groups 
and tasks such as providing a planted container.  A good record of projects is 
maintained enabling reviews to take place and before and after evaluations to be 
carried out. 

Areas of Achievement 

The garden work is a popular task with the children, to the extent that numbers have 
to be controlled. The use of the wildlife area for an art project widens the use and 
encourages consideration as to how natural material can be seen and used. The 
projects that go with the walking group such as collecting leaves or spotting birds all 
encourage children to observe nature. The eco school project brings conservation and 
waste reduction into the school. This results in practical projects for the children to 
carry out and to observe the results. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

When possible to replant the bed outside the junior class room, consideration of plant 
selection could add to the educational value of the area. Consider if an art project 
could design a screen for the bin store, as this is dominate at the front of the school. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Carr Green Primary School, Brighouse        Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

It was a pleasure to be shown around the school gardens by such an enthusiastic 
group of pupils and staff. The large grounds surrounding the school have been well 
planned out and are maintained to a very high standard by pupils, teachers, parents, 
grand-parents and volunteers. The gardens provide excellent educational and 
recreational facilities for the pupils, including orchard, woodland area, fruit and 
vegetable garden and small poultry unit. It was plain to see that all those involved 
thoroughly enjoyed working in the school gardens and the children were very 
knowledgeable about the plants and gardens. 

Areas of Achievement 

The enthusiasm and dedication of the staff has certainly rubbed off on the children 
who thoroughly enjoy being outside in the school garden. All classes have 
responsibility for a part of the garden to make sure it is kept maintained. Teams of 
children litter pick and tidy the main grounds on a regular basis. The appearance of 
the school has been greatly enhanced by the addition of over 50 beautiful hanging 
baskets that have been made by the children. The school encourages local groups to 
become involved in projects such as the planting of a new orchard area. The 
productive fruit and vegetable garden is excellent and the children have a very good 
understanding of growing methods. Produce from the garden is used in the kitchen or 
sold to raise funds for the garden. Eggs from the hens are also sold and the school 
has an active composting and recycling policy. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

This is an excellent facility and I’m sure it will continue to be so while such dedicated 
staff and volunteers are involved.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Charnock Hall Primary School Grounds and Gardens       Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

A warm welcome from the gardening group in awful weather, who showed me around 
and discussed all their projects. Wonderful to see such enthusiasm for growing in 
young people. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Good use of space for horticulture throughout the school 
• The tenacity of the gardening group, replanting and trying again and again in a 
difficult growing season 
• Wide range of related learning opportunities throughout the area the gardening 
group have taken on board 
• Obvious planning and involvement of the grounds from all involved in the gardening 
club 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• Bounce back from a disappointing year in the garden with great projects and growing 
next season 
• Enjoy planning and creating your new garden area in the overgrown part of grounds 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Christ Church Primary School, Sowerby Bridge     Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

Christ Church Primary school is situated on a steep hillside with a level playing area at 
the top of the field. it is a very large area of grassland and is not an easy site to work 
on because of its situation, and certain health and safety restrictions regarding the 
children. The caretaker is responsible for the school buildings and also for all of the 
grass area. This is a major task for any one person! 

Areas of Achievement 

Because of its situation and the steep hillside, most of the work at the school has had 
to be confined to areas of wild life conservation. This has been well thought out and 
executed. A small greenhouse serves as a propagation site for the shrubs and plants 
used in the wild life areas. Bat boxes and bird boxes are quite successful because of 
the number of trees and shrubs together with the availability of undisturbed land  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

I was disappointed not to meet any of the children and staff from the school. This 
meant that the only input came from the caretaker, and it so was difficult to ascertain 
the amount of interest and involvement by the children. There were tiered, raised beds 
near the steps that were totally untouched. This would have presented a perfect 
opportunity for the children to be involved. This may be an area for future development 
and improvement.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Darton Primary School       Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were shown around the this modern pfi school by the Head Teacher Mr Porter 
who explained all about the horticultural projects the children had been involved with 
as we toured the grounds and wildlife area.  We also had the pleasure of meeting Lisa 
Bessell who was key to the Forest Schools Project 

Areas of Achievement 

The Forest Schools project.   The Colourful seat planters in the play ground which 
were nicely planted with seasonal bedding plants.  The Gardening Club that meet after 
school.  The wildlife area with its pond and Bug Hotel. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would have been nice to meet with some of the Garden club members.  Continue to 
seek permission to have the stones (saved from the old school) made into a feature. 
More planting in the raised beds 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Dringhouses Primary School    Silver Rose Award  

Introduction 

This school was established 5 years ago. There is a gardening club though there are 
limitations of places to grow as the external areas are mostly tarmac. A small garden 
area has been created with and fruit and vegetable area along with hens. This group 
is led by a dynamic parent/helper. 

Areas of Achievement 

The creation of the willow arch was lovely to see and seating around the tree. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider growing some seasonal crops such as; lettuce, radish, spring onions which 
mature quickly. As the school closes for the summer holidays is it possible to try early 
barley to harvest and process? Also consider planting a few flowers. The beds in the 
garden are very low. Would it be possible to raise them a bit more and more depth to 
the earth? It is appreciated there are trees shading the plot. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

East Whitby C.P. Developing the Schools grounds and gardens. 

Silver Rose Award  

Introduction 

The entrance to the school was neat and tidy and litter free. Plants at the entrance 
gate added extra colour as did the pot plants by the entrance to the school which, we 
learnt later, the children had taken home to plant up themselves.  We were greeted by 
the assistant head teacher Margaret Havelock and she introduced the judges to the 
gardening team. 

Areas of Achievement 

The garden project and the planning were well documented on illustrated Display 
boards in the entrance hall. Photographs of the children being taught the correct way 
to plant trees demonstrated that the children gained knowledge and were very much 
involved with the tree planting project. The judges visited the various class rooms and 
we enjoyed looking at the many examples of cross-curricular work which the garden 
projects had inspired. The judges were particularly impressed with year 1, 2, diary 
which described the growing of potatoes the “Garden shop” was a super idea and 
could be a successful fund raiser once established. Good to see so many well used 
compost bins.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Good planning was evident in the portfolio however implementation was hampered by 
the exceptional weather conditions this year. The children needed to check the trees 
in that crucial first year and secure them to the stakes. Perhaps some information 
boards could be provided near the new tree planting on the sports field. Better use 
could be made of the greenhouse.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Eskdale School Gardens      Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

A warm and enthusiastic welcome here from the 'Garden Stewards'. 

Areas of Achievement 

The approach to Eskdale school was very neat and tidy and free from litter. We were 
welcomed by Jane Westwood and she introduced us to the pupils who were to take us 
on the tour. The pupils were justifiably proud of their achievements especially the 
wildlife garden and the sensory garden. Suitable plants had been selected for the 
gardens which created a pleasant peaceful area for pupils to sit at break time. The 
judges were most impressed with the "cornflower field project" there was a good range 
of plants including a rare plant which was pointed out to us. The project covered a 
relatively small area but it was well managed and realistic because it could be 
sustained in a busy school timetable. Using water butts and recycling garden waste is 
very commendable.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider asking the pupils to make new information boards and also keeping a log of 
the visiting insects in the sensory garden. Further development of the veg plot and 
more use of companion planting 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Fountain Primary School Gardens     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Fountains Primary is an absolute gem of a school and one that truly recognises the 
huge value of the natural environment to the development and well being of their 
pupils. Our tour of the school grounds was a lovely experience with treasures around 
every corner and was made even better by the delightful company of our escorts 
Edward and Melissa. What a delightful environment for the pupils, every school should 
be like this.  It is even more to the schools credit that they have achieved this in just 
two years and starting from what in essence was a building site. The judges wish to 
commend David Fowler who they understand has been a driving force behind the 
transformation for his passion and hard work. We would also wish to offer our 
admiration to everyone in the school; it is clear that they work as a team, with the total 
involvement of everyone, head teacher, staff and pupils to the benefit of this 
outstanding school. 

Areas of Achievement 

It is difficult to know where to begin, there are so many, however we especially 
commend your wonderful team work and total involvement. Mr Wilson’s excellent work 
on integrating the natural environment into the science curriculum for all year groups. 
The lovely variety that has been achieved with formal flower beds and planters, 
wildflowers, extensive and exciting wildlife areas and vegetable, fruit and herb areas 
all having their space. It was also pleasing to hear about recycling practises and how 
materials from the old school had been re-used. The many different ways that are 
used to engage pupils including the green week, growing competitions and use of 
produce in the school. The judges can attest to the fact that they can make a truly 
excellent rhubarb crumble. Well done Fountains Primary School, your result is very 
well deserved. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Our one and only comment here would be to tell us a little bit more about parental 
involvement. Other than that keep up the good work, we wish you well with your 
exciting plans for the future. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Growing Together and Going Wild               Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

A wonderful welcome from Head teacher Gill, teacher Carol and four pupils 
representing the school. This infant school has a gardening group and an ECO group 
both with large numbers of members that is really impressive. The whole ethos 
sensed throughout this school is excellent and it was a pleasure and a privilege to 
visit. 

Areas of Achievement 

There is so much happening here that reporting space allows only a listing. Raised 
vegetable beds, sensory garden, wild flower plot, bug hotel, pond, willow bower, water 
recycling, composting, tree planting, visits from garden centre staff to advise pupils, 
sale of plants, chutney and Christmas gifts to raise funds, excellent pupil knowledge of 
plants and care of the environment and parent involvement.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We were given reports of a visit by an alien being; perhaps this should be investigated 
further.  Ensure that the school children keep up to date and accurate records of their 
work as this will help next year’s children to do the gardening.  Some reporting of the 
insects, animals, birds etc could be sent on to the local wildlife trust to record what is 
seen here.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Hunmanby Primary School       Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Although the weather on judging day was terrible that didn't stop us being shown 
round an inspirational school. With supporters like the head Mrs Lees and Lisa the 
after school club can't help but catch the gardening bug. The variety of projects 
created touch allsorts of learning areas such as the heritage bed, sensory bed, 
growing areas and conservation areas. The students were very knowledgeable in all 
elements including recycling and future students can only benefit by the legacy left 
behind.   

Areas of Achievement 

The number and variety of projects that have been worked on in the short time and the 
amount of research carried out before a project is started.  The Cornfield project 
growing rare or critically endangered species and saving seed for the seed bank at 
Kew brings to whole idea of conservation to the students.  The amount of funding 
raised from local businesses to help support the work of the gardening club. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider working with Hunmanby in Bloom or the allotment group to produce a book 
for vegetables/fruit recipes including the pumpkin marmalade to raise money for the 
Gardening Club.  Consider an open day and invite other schools or youth groups to 
come along and look round. There are so many ideas for other schools to learn from. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Hutton Cranswick School        Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The school is situated in a good area of the village with a village green and play area 
at the front. The school site is quite large with the opportunity to develop 
environmental projects that are progressing well. 

Areas of Achievement 

Continued development of the pond and wildlife area created with a £10000 lottery 
grant in 2008. The raised vegetable beds were particularly good and the bug hotel 
designed and made by the children.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is important on a school visit that judges are able to meet and talk to some of the 
pupils involved in the projects. No pupils were presented on this visit.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Kirkby Malzeard C.E. Primary School                       Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

On arrival at the school, the receptionist mustered four pupils from year 6, year 3 and 
year 4, who escorted us around the school environs, which included extensive playing 
fields and a wooded wildlife area.  

Areas of Achievement 

There was a small vegetable plot but it was disappointing that this did not seem to 
form any part of the curriculum, with pupil involvement being entirely voluntary at play 
times - the former 'after school club' now being defunct.  A large wildlife area had been 
developed in the past but again, no longer seemed cared for.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

There is great potential in the extent and variety of the environs for the school to 
implement a range of environmental projects that could integrate with elements of the 
school curriculum.  Remove long dead trees alongside entrance footpath.  General 
tidying and reduction of litter in the planted areas adjacent to the school buildings. 
Some input in to the competition and the judging by teachers and / or support staff 
would be beneficial. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Knaresborough St Johns School Allotment       Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Our judging commenced with a warm welcome by the teacher of the after school 
garden club and two club members, pupils of St. John’s School. The school allotment 
is situated with a large Knaresborough allotment site which is well situated where the 
children attending the garden club can also see the achievements of the main 
allotment holding. 

Areas of Achievement 

The overall allotments of the gardening club was a good design giving the children 
change to grow a selection of crops and also include permanent structures such as a 
wild nature area and Bug Hotel. Talking to the children it was soon made obvious that 
they had completed many gardening/nature operations throughout the year e.g., a veg 
box as a meal, flour for bread making and a scarecrow competition. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It would have been good if these events could have been shown in a portfolio or 
display board at the school. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Low Moor Community Kids' Allotment          Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

This is a well developed allotment with a very enthusiastic leader. There is regular 
involvement on a rolling programme for a group of very enthusiastic children.  

Areas of Achievement 

There are separate small beds for each child to look after as well as some small 
shared beds. They have pond dipping which is a great activity for young people. The 
notice board included a list of jobs to be done which encourages the children to 
participate in them. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Consider smaller divisions in the beds and about growing more old traditional varieties 
and comparing the results with your regular varieties. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Malin Bridge Gardening Club       Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

Malin Bridge Primary School Gardening Club is very well organised and supported, 
giving the opportunity to reach out to every child in the school and members of staff 
through activities and produce from the garden. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Jubilee theme throughout all activities including fruit and vegetables grown 
• Salad leaves growing for school kitchen and office 
• Wide range of projects undertaken, high learning and education value e.g. green 
roof/dry gardens 
• Organisation of club, volunteers and activities 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• More impact would be great within the school area to break up large hard spaces – 
planned with other teachers and pupils to make it work 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Marlcliffe Primary School: getting pupils growing!     Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Marlcliffe Primary School is an inner city school with a large foreboding school building 
and expansive hard spaces surrounding it. The secret garden really is a magical 
secret place within the school environment. 

Areas of Achievement 

• Involvement of all school years in the secret garden 
• Strong support from parents and grandparents 
• Lots of new projects planned 
• Gardening club actively involved in planning and creating new parts of the garden 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• There is sole responsibility within school for the development and management of 
growing within the school as an activity and development of the grounds, which is a 
hugely overwhelming role, particularly in such a large school 
• Use the school entrance beds to make an impact when entering school, consider 
large shrubs for structure and form, with colour provided from annual planting and 
climbers 
• Bring the gardening activities out of the secret garden and break up some of the 
headspaces throughout school 
• Get support from senior management for training of other staff and volunteers to 
support growing and gardening activities throughout school 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Molescroft Primary School - Bee-cause We Care    Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

A visit to Molecroft Primary School has got to be the highlight of any judge’s tour, from 
the minute you arrive and are greeted by children on reception through to the 
comprehensive tour of the school grounds and all the various projects it's an 
experience you will never forget. This school is a credit to the dedicated team of staff 
who's infectious enthusiasm has generated a horticultural spark in so many of the 
youngsters, a spark that will never be extinguished, a real gem one of the best! 

Areas of Achievement 

The knowledge of the pupils is fantastic, one of the best presentations ever seen. 
The young man who told the judges all about the life of the honey bee was extremely 
knowledgeable and explained his chosen subject in an easy to understand manner. 
The various jubilee themed planters some with sustainable planting were well thought 
out and imaginative.  The solar panel roof and energy monitor was a great way of 
making the students aware of the importance of renewable's.  the composting of 
school waste was commendable and helped pupils realise the importance of careful 
resource management. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Perhaps develop closer links to other schools in the region to share your best practice 
with others.  Is there room on the site for a more comprehensive orchard in which to 
grow fruit this could be a source of revenue for the gardening team.  Is there an 
opportunity to get involved in keeping bees on the school grounds, this could again 
benefit the school financially and be a great way of linking the growing to the natural 
environment. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Moorside Infant School            Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The judges were greeted by a welcoming banner and by Mrs Connor, a part time 
teaching aid who co-ordinates the school's environmental projects and its Y in B entry, 
together with a small group of enthusiastic and knowledgeable pupils representing 
their peers.  

Areas of Achievement 

The various legend boards inside the reception area and in the wildlife areas in the 
school grounds.  The Nursery veg patch dig, plant and taste project.  Development of 
meadow area in the extensive grounds under grass.  The bug hotel and pond within 
an extensive wildlife area.  The 'outdoor' classroom.  Use of all of the above as 
educational tools integrated in to the school curriculum. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We commend the plans in place to develop further meadow areas and tree planting 
and to continue educational projects with all age groups.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Old Earth School         Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The approach to the school does not prepare the visitor for what is on offer when in 
the school grounds where the visitor will find extensive well kept gardens and 
innovative environmental features which are a credit to both staff and the children 
involved 

Areas of Achievement 

It has to be said that the knowledge of the pupils understanding of the projects seen 
was impressive and in-depth for the age of the children involved 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It will be good to see the new garden area when it is completed. It was also pleasing 
to hear about the proposal to install a biomass boiler 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Overthorpe  J, I & N School        Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Overthorpe is a Church of England Voluntary Controlled Junior, Infant and Nursery 
School which has 281 boys and girls, between 3-11 years of age, attending. It is set at 
the edge of Thornhill in a particularly open windy site. They are fortunate to benefit 
from a large green space behind the school which is being enhanced with planned 
progress as the finances allow. At present the grounds of the primary school are 
managed for outdoor learning, play and wildlife. There is a large kitchen and vegetable 
garden, orchard, wildlife garden and ponds, meadows, WW2 themed garden. 
Woodland and natural play areas, all richly planted to create opportunities for play and 
learning in a natural setting. 

Areas of Achievement 

The enthusiasm with which the children were pond dipping and their knowledge of the 
creatures they captured was a pleasure to see. As were the innovative and 
inspirational new areas created to coincide with school projects such as a Viking 
House, river bed with various bridges and two sites for Archaeological digs.  
Novel ways of creating memorials to former teachers in the form of trees and seats 
were much appreciated by the children. Children learned to both enjoy and respect 
plant life by planting a meadow which they could walk through. They were actively 
enjoying the fruits of their labour by holding a picnic. The school is rightly proud of the 
garden and has joined the NGS and is opening the garden to the public 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Plans to plant a wind break at the highest area of the playground will allow future 
development of the top area of the playground. It may be possible to keep bees or 
chickens in a secluded area of the garden. It would be good to see photos of the 
school’s garden and their awards and achievements in Yorkshire in Bloom in recent 
years on the school website.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Oxspring School Garden          Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

What a super group of children and teachers we met at Oxspring School, The 
Children’s presentations and feed back to judges was excellent. Everyone was 
involved and all could tell us something about the gardens from composting, fruit 
trees, veg plots the garden shed and greenhouse to secret wild corners for insects 
and birds as well as helping protect the local hedgehogs. As a new entry this school 
should be proud of its achievement in such a short space of time. Entry will only get 
better with these eco warriors leading the way.  

Areas of Achievement 

Power point and video presentations by children in eco group.  Mentoring of younger 
pupils by older member of eco group.  Children’s overall knowledge and enthusiasm 
for the environment and awareness of nature around them.  Recycling, composting 
wormery, bird, bat hedgehog, squirrel boxes and frog bog. Wide range of fruit and 
vegetables used in school kitchen, extra salads sold to parents  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Label areas, Fruit garden, flower Garden veg plots, Garden shed etc.  Continue to 
develop footpaths around gardens to make them safer.  Come on kids lets have more 
parental involvement. Show them how it’s done.   More raised beds to aid 
maintenance  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Parkside Primary         Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

The approach to Parkside School was neatly presented and fairly free from litter. The 
judges were welcomed by Mr. Stafford the Head Master. The school is larger than the 
average school with 461 pupils. The pupils who formed the garden group were 
introduced to us and they were very keen to show us around the school grounds.  

Areas of Achievement 

The school grounds were vast, the pupils showed us the wild flower area which was 
looking good, Mr. Stafford had plans to improve it and perhaps extend the area next 
year. The coppice in the far corners was a good way of using the vast area; consider 
extending this in future years to form a small wood. Perhaps planted with trees suited 
to the area, such as willow and Alder for the wetter parts of the land. The pupils were 
very enthusiastic to show us their vegetable garden, they grew a good variety of veg 
and soft fruit, the plot was well managed and protected from birds. Mr Stafford had 
plans to change the garden in front of the class rooms portioning a section for each 
classroom. This should make it much easier to manage the weeding, and promote 
some healthy competition.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The judges enjoyed looking at the posters in the entrance hall and would have been 
interested in seeing more cross curricular work inspired by the garden projects. 
Consider getting in touch with the 'Cornflower field project’ The project works with 
numerous plants of national and local importance. Project officer Tom Normandale 
would be pleased to hear from schools he can be contacted on 07543 540008  
Make sure the children record their findings in the wild flower area and record the flora 
and fauna that develop over the seasons. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Ravenscliffe High School Community Garden      Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

A very productive and educational garden where children in all classes have regular 
involvement in gardening and science based activities. The children are encouraged 
to use the many different areas of the school grounds including the wildlife area, 
willow dome and woodland walk. The staff and children have a real sense of pride in 
the gardens and parents and volunteers from local businesses regularly help out with 
projects in the gardens. 

Areas of Achievement 

Maximum use of the site has been achieved and the areas have been well planned to 
create several distinctive educational and fun areas. All children participate in 
gardening activities and science projects based on growing plants, including growing 
wheat for bread making. Children from nearby primary schools also use the facilities 
and have been involved with vegetable growing trials. The school’s recycling policy is 
very good and the school works closely with a local company who take plastic bottle 
tops to recycle.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It is good to see that new projects are planned to replace older parts of the garden. 
This not only continues to enhance the grounds, it also allows the children more 
involvement with new areas of gardening.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Riddlesden St Mary's CE Primary School and Nursery       Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

Riddlesden St Mary’s Church of England Primary School and Nursery Is a very 
popular educational establishment. The staff and pupils have the use of their school 
buildings with a recently completed class room extension large outdoor playgrounds 
and the magnificent outdoor grounds where the children can learn all aspects of 
nature including ornithology, tree species and animal life, as well as growing their own 
food and herb crops on their allotment and in the polythene tunnel which is used all 
year round, most of the food is used in the school kitchen but some of the produce has 
recently been entered into the West Yorkshire Organic Group annual fruit and 
vegetable show where they gained two first, two second, one third and two highly 
commended awards. Horticultural and outdoor activities are now time tabled into the 
academic year so that all the children get plenty of time outdoors. 

Areas of Achievement 

There are many areas of achievement which include the recently planted tree trail, an 
annual scarecrow competition and trail which all the classes and office staff take part. 
Bart Simpson, Little Miss Muffet and the Queen with Prince Philip were all on display 
during the judge’s visit. There were many features in the grounds including a stone 
arch from the previous school building, a path maze, pond and allotment.  All these 
features and more help to make up part of the children’s rich environmental 
educational experience.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The addition of another polythene tunnel would give more undercover space for 
vegetable production during inclement weather. Refurbishment of the pond would 
enable more species of fish and insects to be seen and studied 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Rothwell Haigh Road Infant School            Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The school is really developing the children’s interest and knowledge of wildlife, 
horticulture and the environment and special mention has to be made of the 
enthusiasm and drive of Lou Aston who is leading this.  

Areas of Achievement 

The judges were greeted by an excellent banner produced by the children and the 
baskets and planters at the front of the school were very good. Features to the rear of 
the school included vegetable growing, environmental matters, insects, butterfly area, 
bird feeders including a nest cam which had seen blue tits raise a family this year to 
the great delight of the children, a project keeping caterpillars through to pupa and 
then when the butterflies hatch they were released into the wild showing the children 
the life cycle. Mention must be made of the umbrella planters which worked well. A 
wild life area has been developed through monies received (£9k) from Grants for All - 
perseverance paid off here since Lottery and Wild Life Grant applications were 
unsuccessful - and this area includes a pond area where the children pond dip, bug 
hotel and bug area, bird watching area, compost bins and raised beds all done with 
input from the children. At the adjacent allotments the children have raised beds 
where vegetables are grown and a gardening club after school targeting in particular 
children who would not have the opportunity to do this at home. The very much hands 
on experience of the children means knowledge gained is excellent. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The continued development of the wild life area will mean even more experiences for 
the children - possibly more involvement of parents to ensure the experience does not 
finish at the end of the school day. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Scholes (Elmet) Primary School            Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The school is a hive of activity under the guidance of Paul Southworth and with the full 
support of the teaching staff.  The pupils definitely enjoy their garden. They grow from 
seed, tend the plants and the produce is used in the kitchen.  In the playground, all the 
children deposit the skins, cores and peel from their morning snacks in the compost 
buckets provided. 

Areas of Achievement 

The pupils benefit from a hands-on experience of sowing, planting and harvesting a 
wide variety of fruit and vegetables.  There have been many wildlife habitats created 
within the grounds allowing pupils to watch and record tadpoles, frogs, birds and many 
insects. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Keep looking for ways to further develop the wildlife areas in the grounds with different 
nesting and shelter areas. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

St. Chad's School, Brighouse           Bronze Rose Award 

Introduction 

A small enclosed area of the school grounds has been developed where each class 
has been given a raised bed to grow a selection of vegetables and herbs. To the front 
of the school there is an area that has been planted with a variety of fruit bushes and 
strawberries that the children harvest, cook and taste. 

Areas of Achievement 

Good use has been made of the small area which is partly shaded by trees. The 
individual class beds allow children to take part in gardening activities. In a shady 
corner of the plot, woodland planting has been done to create a decorative area. The 
front fruit garden is a good way to introduce children to growing fresh produce. The 
small plastic greenhouse is good for starting plants and water is collected in tubs to 
water the raised beds. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Although space is restricted a few more permanent evergreens, shrubs and perennial 
flowers would give structure to the garden, especially during the winter months. These 
would also help to encourage wildlife and pollinating insects into the garden. If room, it 
would be a good idea to add a compost bin for garden and vegetable waste 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

St. John's School, Brighouse          Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The redevelopment of the school gardens over recent years has provided and 
excellent teaching facility where many areas of the curriculum are covered. The 
garden contains a productive fruit and vegetable area, raised beds, wildlife area with 
pond, greenhouse and alpine bed, plus a lovely atmosphere for the children to enjoy. 
The Grandparents of a pupil along with the help of staff and volunteers have 
transformed the grounds into an attractive and educational garden that is an asset to 
the school.  

Areas of Achievement 

The school garden has very much been planned with education in mind, but done in a 
way that the children thoroughly enjoy. Fruit and vegetables are grown, harvested, 
weighed and recorded before being used in the school kitchen. Many plants are grown 
from seed as part of class projects and children are taught gardening techniques. Old 
plant material is composted and water is collected for irrigation. Wildlife and beneficial 
insects are actively encouraged. The spiritual garden in an inner courtyard has been 
researched and planted by pupils to create a peaceful area to sit and study. The 
school is actively involved in the RHS Campaign for Schools scheme and work with 
other groups and businesses in the community who have provided labour and 
materials to develop the gardens. Funds are raised by selling produce and plants and 
the garden is now self-funding. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

It was a joy to see such a productive and educational garden that is well used and 
respected by pupils, staff and family. I'm sure it will continue to develop. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 
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St. Joseph's School, Brighouse          Silver Rose Award 

Introduction 

Around 90 members of the school's gardening club are actively involved in planting 
and maintaining the gardens. To the front of the school there are colourful rose beds 
and planted containers to create an attractive entrance to the school. To the rear of 
the school are a fruit and vegetable garden and an area planted with a mixture of 
insect and bird friendly plants. The adorning nursery also has its own garden that the 
young children enjoy.  

Areas of Achievement 

The work of the gardening club has greatly improved the gardens around the school 
and the children work enthusiastically, while learning gardening techniques. There is a 
good selection of wild life friendly plants, including a newly planted hedge using native 
species. The children also get involved in fund raising projects where they grow 
daffodils to sell as cut flower in spring and potatoes in autumn. Lavender is also cut to 
make into lavender bags as gifts.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The gardens are developing well, but it is important that you do not take on too many 
areas or projects within the school grounds and spread the efforts of the gardening 
club too thinly! Unless of course the school is able to recruit more volunteer help from 
parents and local businesses.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 

Judges Comments 

 

Stakesby Community Primary School Whitby       

Gold Rose Award           Category Winner 

Introduction 

A very enthusiastic welcome and an interesting commentary throughout our visit 
provided by endearing little chap called Ryan. Extremely knowledgeable group of 
children and excellent designated areas with lots of information boards. 

Areas of Achievement 

Stakesby School's achievements were extremely impressive and encompassed all the 
elements required for this YIB. award. Every aspect of the criteria was addressed, for 
example, awareness of the environmental issues, recycling, attracting wild life using 
feeders for birds and butterflies, taking care that a space was clear of pond weed to 
sustain the pond life. The planning was meticulous but more importantly there were 
many examples which informed the judges that the plans had been developed, 
implemented and sustained over several years. We saw several willow arches used in 
a practical way to give shade around the seats on the edge of the play ground. 
Beautifully painted edging stones. Parents and staff were involved with fund raising 
events to support the school projects. The classroom gardens were a delight making 
good use of perhaps difficult to manage scrub growth.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The areas were well maintained and complete however there was little mention of 
future plans. Please keep up the excellent work and perhaps share your extensive 
knowledge with other schools in Whitby. Perhaps consideration could be given to 
deterring predators from the veg plot.  



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 
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Travis St Lawrence CE Primary School     Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

The enthusiasm of the children, staff and helpers at Travis St Lawrence school are to 
be commended. A warm welcome was to be had on entering the school and there is 
good evidence of gardening work in all year groups. The children taking the judge 
around were very knowledgeable and well supported by Mrs Jordan and Gordon. This 
was a well planned and enjoyable visit. 

Areas of Achievement 

Bright colourful seasonal and permanent planting around the school entrance, and in 
the peace garden quiet area. Quirkey sculptures in the borders by the bike rakes. The 
new Year 6 border and seating area at the main gate, designed by the children. The 
allotment garden and the variety of crops being grown, vegetables, soft fruit and the 
orchard, including the monster pumpkins and new kiwi fruit. The use of produce from 
the allotment by the children in cookery sessions. Good evidence of composting and 
water collection.  The schools partnership working with the Local Authorities 
Countryside Ranges, Natural England, the Woodland trust and the fund raising ideas 
from plant sales, open garden days to encourage parents to get involved.  The 
children’s work in supplying the planters for the village library in time for the Olympic 
torch arrival and work at the local OAP home helping to brighten their surroundings. 
The wildlife pond and plans for the new woodland walk will only add to variety of 
opportunities for the children to learn about their natural world. The bird feeders, bird 
and bug boxes dotted around the wildlife area.  The school achieved the RHS Level 5 
Campaign for School Gardening 2011 which they are very proud of. Good evidence of 
press coverage for the schools achievements. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The plans for the secret garden, the living roof on the existing shed and woodland 
walk will enhance the bio-diversity of the school.  The native whips planted around the 
school boundary will also help to encourage wildlife into the site and be an asset in the 
future.  Love the idea of the "Get Your Grown Ups Gardening" day.... hope this will 
continue to prove successful. 



Category 11: Harrogate Flower Show Young Peoples Award 
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Whartons Primary School        Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were greeted by an enthusiastic team of Mrs Davis, year 5 teacher, caretaker Mr 
Reynard and a couple of children.  Although it was school sports day we were given a 
thorough tour of the school grounds. The jewel in the crown is the wildlife garden 
which continues to evolve.  The attempts by the school to encourage children to grow 
some food, including the reception class is to be highly commended.  

Areas of Achievement 

The school garden areas were thriving despite difficult weather.  The use of recycled 
containers at the front of the school to grow vegetables in is a great idea.  The school 
very successfully uses the Woodland Trust and Morrison’s supermarket vouchers to 
gain free trees.  It was pleasing to see herbs being grown and salad crops were used 
to plug gaps.  The pond garden is a lovely area that is very successful with newts and 
other creatures present. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Please don't be put off growing more herbs and vegetables despite this difficult 
season. Continue to develop along the lines that you are going.  Consider clearing a 
designated area for sowing an annual wildflower meadow to further encourage a wider 
range of butterflies and insects.  The willow arch ideally needs a little more care to tie 
in or clip new growth, as it develops. A really good effort in a difficult year. 
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Wilthorpe Junior School                    Silver Rose Award  

Introduction 

We were shown around the school by a group of very enthusiastic children who were 
very keen to show what horticulture and wildlife projects they had been involved with 
over the last year or so.  The projects are very much geared towards wildlife and the 
growing of vegetables which has to be commended. 

Areas of Achievement 

The after school club, The planting of 60 small trees donated by the Woodland Trust, 
Bug world, The planted Saxon Hedge, The many raised vegetable beds.  The planted 
Orchard, Recycling of rain water, And just the overall enthusiasm of the children and 
staff including Mr Backhouse (Ass Headteacher) 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Some of the areas looked a little unkempt.  More attention to detail, clearing up as you 
go! removing the weeds from some of the more formal areas including the veg beds. 
More seasonal colour in the form of planters or Hanging Baskets at the front of the 
school. 
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Wisewood Community Primary School        Gold Rose Award 

Introduction 

A fantastic welcome to an inner city concrete locked school that is passionate about 
growing. Every corner of grounds are included and every opportunity has been taken 
to grow, experiment and learn from – well done 

Areas of Achievement 

• Use of planters to break up large hard spaces 
• Knowledge of the gardening club/team 
• Range of growing opportunities, planting types and involvement of all ages 
• Success of trial school allotment model – now rolled out to other schools, a fantastic 
legacy Mr Denton 
• Volunteer support from parents 
• Great use of space throughout school 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

• It is clear that the success of growing and greening a harsh landscape has been 
driven by the head teacher, I hope that the new head teacher in September will 
continue in the same way 



Category 12: Universities, Colleges and Further Education Establishments 

Judges Comments 

 

Bradford University      Gold Rose Award         Category Winner 

Introduction 

The university is based on two sites, a few miles apart, and has 7,500 students. The 
management Unit based at Heaton Mount, a former Victorian gentleman's house is 
set in 9 acres of gardens, whilst the main campus, which includes all the student 
accommodation and teaching and research blocks, is undergoing massive 
redevelopment.  New eco-friendly buildings are being completed and associated high 
quality landscaping is being provided. The University has won several major national 
awards for its environmental achievements, including carbon reduction and 
sustainability. 

Areas of Achievement 

A very detailed portfolio highlighted the horticultural, environmental and community 
action which is taking place. The gardeners conduct biodiversity tours of the campus. 
On several of the car parks there is a ditch provided to catch water run off. The 
University has made great strides to reduce carbon emissions. Around the new 
accommodation blocks, which have modernistic solar panels, there is excellent 
integral landscaping. Students have their own garden and are involved in the sites. 
The mature landscaping is also very attractive. with significant tree cover. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Carry out further work to reinstate the rockery at Heaton Mount 



Category 12: Universities, Colleges and Further Education Establishments 
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Craven College       Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

We were very impressed with the strong commitment and involvement of Craven 
College with Skipton in Bloom, and the production of plants, hanging baskets and 
planted areas, and the hard work involved in the spectacular Jubilee Gardens. 
Tree planting, bulb planting are all to be commended. 

Areas of Achievement 

We particularly noted the change of mowing routine, which has encouraged the bee 
orchids and the commitment to bio diversity.  The entrance to Pen-y-Ghent with its 
planters was most appropriate. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

We realise that due to this year's inclement weather, certain aspects e.g. weeding, 
has been very, difficult. Keep trying!  Restrictions to staffing have also made 
maintenance difficult. 



Category 12: Universities, Colleges and Further Education Establishments 
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University of Hull        Silver Gilt Rose Award 

Introduction 

The judges were impressed with the many and varied styles of planting with colourful 
seasonal bedding and some excellent rose and shrub plantings, giving staff, students, 
visitors and local residents a very pleasant environment in which to live, work and 
relax. 

Areas of Achievement 

The colourful seasonal bedding in several area of the campus and the many themed 
plantings of shrubs and herbaceous perennials providing interest the whole year 
round. New landscape features enhancing many areas of the campus. The grounds 
were maintained to a high standard. The variety of habitats in the woodland and the 
involvement by students and staff in environmental projects. 

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

The judging tour could be curtailed and reliance placed on a verbal explanation and 
photographic evidence for certain elements of the criteria. It may be worthwhile 
delaying actually showing the judges certain projects whilst areas are being 
developed. The practice of depositing green waste throughout woodland areas is 
unattractive and not beneficial to the natural flora. Forming dedicated composting area 
could be a solution. 



Category 12: Universities, Colleges and Further Education Establishments 
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York St John University        Silver Gilt Rose Award  

Introduction 

The grounds of this university are very attractive not only for students and staff, but 
also for the many residents and visitors to this historic City. The variety of landscape 
styles and plantings within the campus is of a high standard, with courtyards, quads, 
open areas and wildlife gardens. The tree plantings and replacement policy both for 
the old part and the newer extensions will provide a lasting legacy. Thank you to 
Simon, Sally and Paul. 

Areas of Achievement 

The very attractive areas of the campus with permanent plantings of trees and shrubs 
and enhanced with colourful seasonal bedding and containers. The various 
courtyards, quads and Peace Garden with the many variety of styles and layouts give 
interest throughout the university grounds. Seating areas in many locations provide 
attractive places for students and staff. New landscape schemes in several areas 
enhance the university buildings. Wild life area for study and pleasure. All the grounds 
are maintained to a high standard.  

Further Development – Constructive/Helpful Remarks 

Student involvement is currently limited and further encouragement is required. The 
process for recycling of green waste could be improved. The judging tour should be 
curtailed and more reliance placed on photographic evidence of some elements of the 
criteria, showing only the best. It would have been good to be shown how the rather 
sad 'green wall' was to be rejuvenated. 

 
 
 


